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TODAY'S 

NEWS 


Life for wife 
murderer 

An RAF squadron leader who 
murdered his wife because of an 
obsessive love for a young Serbian ' 
interpreter was jailed for life over 
his “planned, callous and coolly 
executed act”. At the end of a 
13-day trial at Norwich Crown 
Court, Mr justice Gage told 
Nicholas Tucker, 46, that he had 
no doubt that the murder of his 
wife Carol was motivated by the 
feet that he was besotted with 21- 
year-old Dijana Dudukovic, whom 
he had met during service with 
the UN in Bosnia. Page 9 

Cover-up 
lawyer jailed 

A solicitor and her former police- 
man lover who ruined their ca- 
reers by telling lies about his drink 
driving offence were jailed at the 
Old Bailey yesterday. Penelope 
Schofield, 35, wept as she was 
jailed for perverting the course of 
justice. Detective Constable Nigel 
Philips was jailed for 16 months. 
Schofield was cold by the 
Recorder of London, Sir Lawrence 
Vemey. “I have to bear in mind 
not only your personal position, 
but also the concern of the public 
that a practising solicitor had on 
this occasion, practised deception 
and deception against the public 
justice. The interest of the public 
makes it essential I pass a prison 
sentence.” Page 9 

China will be 
worst polluter 

Today China produces only a 
tench of the pollution of the 
United States. But by the year 
2015, it may overtake the US as 
the world's biggest producer of 
greenhouse gases. The big 
problem is coal and the dirty 
industries that bum it. But it may 
be too iace to reverse what is 
happening. Page 17 

Blair warns 
farmers 

As farmers continued their 
protest over beef Tony Blair said 
he understood their concerns but 
warned that they must stay within 
the law. He said: “We folly under- 
stand the distress and difficulties 
of farmers and we have been 
working to assist them. 

“The taxpayer will pay £1 .4 bil- 
lion this year in support of the 
British beef industry and of course 
we do everything we can to 
support them. It is essential, 
however, that the rule of law must 
be upheld" Page 8 
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Parents’ nightmare as 
tiny baby is snatched 


- n. YlTih ;< Time Off, page 2 
ELL YiS ! O \ The Eye 

Time Off, pages 



Basildon General Hospital in Essex, from where three-hour-old Karfi was snatched, despite security cameras Photograph: Tom Riscon 


Essex police were engaged in 
a race against time to find a 
newborn baby girl snatched 
from her mother’s side in a 
maternity unit. Clare Gamer 
was at Basildon Hospital 
to hear a harrowing tale. 


The father was making a telephone 
call to relatives to share the joyful 
news of the birth when the baby was 
grabbed from her col at the foot of 
her dozing mother's bed, just three 
hours after being bora. 

The baby, named Karli, was last 
seen being smuggled out of the hos- 
pital just before 1pm under the left 
arm of a blonde-haired woman, 
aged between 25 and 30. Karli had 
not been fed since being born at 
9.50am. 

At the lime of the kidnap, 
Karli's mother. Tanya, was still 
drowsy from the anaesthetic. But the 
woman in the bed apposite saw 
whal happened and raised the alarm. 
Maternity nurses chased after 


the kidnapper but failed to catch 
her. 

No doors in the unit were locked 
- they are only locked at night - so 
it took less than a minute for the 
woman to go from the Gist floor to 
the ground floor and out into the car 
park. She was last seen leaving the 
hospital grounds in the passenger 
seat of a black Renault Laguna be- 
ing driven by a mao. They acceler- 
ated at high speed the wrong way 
down a short road with headlights 
blazing. Police said it was possible 
that Karli was not with them because 
“from the maternity ward to the 
ground floor anything could have 
happened”. 

At a press conference Detective 
Superintendent David Bright, of 
Essex Police, appealed to anyone 
with any information to contact the 
emergency line immediately, on 
01245 490990. He said people should 
be alert to “anyone buying baby food, 
baby clothes or seeking advice about 
how to look after a baby”. 

As darkness fell, the hours 
passed, and temperatures dropped, 
concern grew for Karli’s welfare. 

Christopher Welch, consultant 


obstetrician and clinical director of 
maternity and paediatrics at the 
hospital, said: “As the hours march 
on our concern gradually deepens — 
this baby is small. She requires food, 
milk and warmth: If she goes with- 
out, she will be seriously damaged.'’ 

He added that, without adequate 
milk and fluid, KarlTs blood sugar 
levels would be affected, causing de- 
hydration and brain damage. 

Karli weighed 61b 15 oz and was 
wearing a hospital smock and was 
wrapped in a blanket 

The parents, wbo were a “very dis- 
tressed state” last night have two oth- 
er children Nicola, 9, and Ben, 4. 
Yesterday was tanya’s 30th birthday. 
Det Supt Bright said: “The mother 
is never ever going to forget this day. 
What a terrible, terrible day. It’s love- 
ly to give birth on your birthday. Ter- 
rible to lose it hours later.” 

Sixty polices officers were prepar- 
ing to spend the night searching the 
hospital “tap to bottom” as well as 
the grounds. They were examining 
video footage - evidence that is 
only available to them because 13 
video cameras were install ed at the 
hospital following the inquiry into the 


Should you recycle this paper? Maybe not 


When you've finished with this 
newspaper, win you, a little smugly, 
take rt to be recycled? Charles Arthur, 
Science Editor, discovers that some 
environmentalists now think you would 
be better to bum it instead. 


A growing number of environmentalists who 
have carried out detailed economic studies of the 
costs of reading - a practice that has an almost 
religious place in the greener lifestyle - believe it 
may be environmentally unfriendly. 

“The higher you value the environment, the 
better incineration comes oul.” according to 
Matthew Leach, an energy policy analyst at Im- 
perial College’s Centre for Environmental Tech- 
nology. 

That's a startling thought, given that used pa- 
per is rapidly becoming a raw material: in west- 
ern Europe more than half of newsprint is 


recycled, and the paper disposal business in Eu- 
rope handles 130 kOagrams (286 pounds) per head 
annually. Now Leach says: burn it - for instance 
in your fireplace. You don’t speed up global warm- 
ing, since 99 percent of virgin paper comes from 
sustainable forests, not rainforest. And you can 
use the heat to save electricity. 

This is not the sort of answer that consumers, 
who foryearshave been trained to obediently col- 
lect their newspapers and dump them at the lo- 
cal collection rite, expect to bear. Bui it gets worse. 
Those local collection sites, and the few compa- 
nies which in this country pulp the papers, are the 
worst model of recycling you can dream up. In- 
stead, we should have kerbside collection, and re- 
cycling (or incineration) at as many locations as 
possible. Why? Because the fuel used by the lor- 
ries transporting it adds more to global wanning 
than the process of making fresh paper. 

"This debate seems to have become fashion- 
able recently,” said Marianne Grieg-gran of the 
International Institute for Environment and De- 
velopment yesterday. “There have been srientif- 



tddnapping of baby Abbte 
Humphries in Nottingham. - 
Hbwever, foe hospital was anxious 
to stress that now was not the time 
to apportion blame. 

Sue Jennings, chief executive of 
the hospital explained that follow- 
ing the full security review after Ab- 
bie’s abduction, the hospital had 
decided against tagging babies, 

adding! “Ijl this C8SC the taggin g 

wouldn't have made any difference.'’ 

Measures that were taken in- 
ducted issuing specific instructions to 
parents not to let their child go with 
anyone they did not know. She 
added that, for a long time, children 
bad not been left unsupervised in the 
nursery area. A$ked if she felt the 
hospital could have had tighter se- 
curity, she said: “It’s always easy to 
do more and, until we know precisely 
what’s happened in this case that’s 
all I can say: We will have a future 
review to make sure that any other 
loopholes are tied up.” 

Tknya was admitted at 3pm on 
Thursday. Her pregnancy was full 
term and she opted for a caesarian 
section. 

Wliy steal a baby? page 3 
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ic papers in the past four years arguing that re- 
cycling might not be the best solution.” 

There are some glimmers of reassurance. It is 
always good to recycle aluminium cans, because 
so much electricity is needed to extract the met- 
al from its ore, bauxite. Saving electricity means 
saving fossil fueL Recycling aluminium “saves 
about 95 per cent of the energy,” said Amelia 
CraighflL of the environment department at the 
University of East Anglia. Glass recycling is less 
clear-cut - but recycling can make significant en- 
ergy savings. So yes, recycle that wine bottle. 

But paper recycling is less simple. Maybe it 
should be composted on a landfill - where the 
methane gas produced could be burnt for ener- 
gy. Or it should be burnt outright. Or it might be 
recycled. The environmentalists are still arguing. 

The European Commission though seems to 
have made its mind Qp already. Its 1994 directive 
on waste management insists that by 2001, 50 per 
cent of paper waste should be recovered and re- 
cycled. Perhaps someone should tell them about 
the debate. 
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Take advantage of rates of up to 
755% gross CA.R. with our 90 day 
account. Plus, if the Base Rate rises 
during 1997, we guarantee to match 
it. To open an account, just call us, 
quoting code A556, or pop into your 
local branch. 
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^ABBEy NATIONAL’ 

Because life's complicated enough. 
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tines are open Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm and Saturday 9am to ipm. To assist » In 
improving ear service we may record or monitor telephone calls. Rates effective from 
19.T1.V7. The minimum investment b 0.000. until 31.12.97, « the average Base Rale 
of all ux clearing Banks Is increased, the annual gross interest rue payable will be 
increased by no less ihon that increase. 7£S« grass uut. is payable on balances 
ot 1200,000 w over. See leaflet for full conditions, you may be able to register with its 
to receive interest gross; otherwise it will be paid net oJ.tncome tax at the prescribed 
rate. The Compounded Annual Bate (CAJt-} Is the equivalent annual grass rate that 
would be achieved if interest, which H paid either monthly ot quarterly, was credited 
to the account. Abbey National and the Umbrella couple symbol are trademarks of 
Abbey National pic. Abbey House. Biker Street, London NW1 dXt, United Kingdom, 
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^ COLUMN ONE 

A romantic Christmas? 
It’s as simple as ABC 


PEOPLE 


Already wondering how you are going to survive the festive season? The 
marriage guidance specialists Relate have compiled a Christmas quiz to 
see whether your relationship, at least, will last as long as the turkey left- 

nunre 


Cherida Fletcher, manager of the organisation's Wolverhampton branch, 
which devised the questions, said that couples should use their quiz in place 
of more traditional Christmas diversions, “to decide whether they need 
to make that appointment with Relate straight away." 


The questions are as follows: 

i. Did you decide together who was coming to stay aL Christmas? 
A Yes B. No C. Haven't decided 
i What do you usually buy first for Chris tmas ? 

A. Drinks B. Your partner’s present C. Other people’s presents 

3. What do you buy for your partner? 

A. A surprise B. Gift vouchers or money C. You wait for the sales 

4. Do you remember what your partner bought you last year? 

A. Yes B.No C.You didn't get anything 

5-D/d you have to change it? 

A. No B. Yes C. It broke before you could use it 



Tracey Emin: Back on Channel 4 days after her last foul-mouthed, drunken performance 



Moralists primed as rebel artist goes back on TV 


6. When was the last time you spent a quiet Christmas night together? 

A Can’t remember B. When the telly broke C. Never 

7. How would you like to be treated at Christmas? 

A Like you're special B. Like a lover C. You want to be left alone to 
sleep 

S.Wbat springs to mind when you think about Christmas? 

A Arguments B. All the work C. Getting drunk 

9. Would you love one of those Christmases that everyone else seems 
to have? 

A. Yes B. They’re just a myth - aren’t they? C.You just want to sleep 

10. Do you wish those messages on the late-night radio programmes 
were for you and... 

A From your partner? B. From your lover? C. What late-night mes- 
sages? 

According to Relate, the answers give “an accurate portrayal of the 
state of a relationship”. Their conclusions are as follows: Mostly As, and 
you should talk to your partner about what land of Christinas you really 
want. Bs, and you've been disappointed too many times already. 

“If most of your answers are Cs, you and your partner need to do some 
serious talking about how to have fun together." says Ms Fletcher. “Maybe 
you should consider talking to Relate before it’s too late." 

— Jojo Moyes 


Fresh from her successful attempt to liven up a turgid 
arts show on Channel 4 on Tuesday night, concep- 
tual artist Tracey Emin is back on the channel tonight 
in another discussion programme. 

Ms Emin, who appeared on The Future of 
Painting as drunk as a Clyde welder with the language 
to match before walking off set, is to appear with 
the the novelist Will Self. Mr Self, who is hosting the 
show, is no stranger to controversy himself. 

The show is Something of the Night, a pilot late- 
night discussion programme that will look at the 
week’s events and wdl discuss whether Britain in the 
aftermath of the general election and the death of 
Diana is a more radical, less puritanical, place. 

Mr Self did his best to test this thesis himself ear- 
lier this year when he was exposed as having smoked 
heroin on John Major's campaign plane during ihe 
election campaign, an incident that ultimately cost 
him his job on the Observer. 

Just in case the combination of Ms Emin and Mr 


Self is not enough for television moralists the pro- 
gramme plans to air the video of the Prodigy s new 
single “Smack My Bitch Up". The video features 
scenes of full frontal nudity and drug-taking and has 
been banned by other broadcasters. The programme 
starts at 1 1pm. 

To save the moralists the trouble of complaining 
about the show, Channel 4 has invited on as a guest 
Daily Mail columnist Paul Johnson, the man who 
labelled the channel's former chief executive Michael 
Grade ‘Britain's pomographer in chief. Presumably 
be will be able to object to the channel’s output on 
the spot. 

The other guests, the novelist Martin Amis, the 
journalist Nick Cohen and the celebrity therapist Susie 
Orbach will be hard-pressed to get a word in. 

But Channel 4 is not taking as many risks as at 
first we might think. The programme was pre-record- 
ed last night. 

— Paul McCann, Media Correspondent 


Man, 76, escapes wheelchair drink-drive charge 


A drink-driving charge against a war veteran caught 
doing 8mph in his battery-powered wheelchair-style 
buggy has been dropped Sam Hammond, 76. was 
allegedly more than twice over the legal drink-drive 
limit when he was stopped by police outside his home 
in PitsmoorySbeffield, South-Ybrkstrire: ■- - ■*•«■- ~ 
Tbe great-grandfather, who; suffers from .heart 
problems and arthritis,.was arrested and ftkrkcd in a 
cell for six bouts after the breath-test proved posi- 
tive and was charged with drink-driving last September. 

But the case was dropped yesterday after the 
Crown Prosecution Service decided it was not in the 
public interest to pursue the charge. 

Mr Hammond said: “I couldn’t believe it when they 
arrested me - how were they going to take a driving 


licence off me when I haven't got one?” The veter- 
an of the Burma campaign in the Second World War 
said he had bought the buggy, which is powered by 
two 120-volt batteries, because he did not need a dri- 
ving licence to use it 

— He added: “I’ve never had fflicenceiirmy life 
because I don’t think 1 would be a competent dri- 
ver. It's all a bit daft really, 1 was hardly rolling about 
drunk and being a danger to anybody, certainly not 
at eight miles an hour. I had travelled two mDes home 
from the pub when they stopped me. 

“Even if I had bumped someone 1 was only 
going 8mph - that's the scooter's top speed - and I’m 
not sure that they would have fell iL But next time 
I go for a drink I'll use a cab.” 
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Letters sold for £90,000 
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An archive of letters and papers which tell the re- 
markable story of a Jewish woman, whose struggle to 
survive the Second World War resulted in her mar- 
rying a Nazi, fetched £90,000 at auction yesterday. 

The collection charts the suffering of Edith Hahn, 
a law student in Vienna ai the lime of Ihe Anschluss, 
who spent time in two Nazi labour camps. Many of 
the 250 or so letters sold by Sotheby's in central Lon- 
don are written lo two men: Hahn's first and great- 
est love. “Pepi", a fellow law student Dr Joseph 
Rjiscnfeld. and Werner Vetier. a member of the Nazi 
Party who fell so deeply in love with her that, despite 
knowing she was a Jew. persuaded her to many him. 

The collection was bought jointly by two private 
bidders, businessman Dalck Faith and his col- 
league Drew Lewis, who want Lo lend the papers to 
The Holocaust Museum in Washington. 
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CRIME 

Truce fails to stem Ulster violence 


A total of 334 people have been charged with terrorist-related and serious 
public order offences in Northern Ireland this year, it emerged yesterday. 

The figures were revealed in a written answer from the security minis- 
ter Adam Ingram to the Ulster Unionist leader David Trimble. Mr Trim- 
ble had asked “how many persons have been charged with offences in 
connection with paramilitary beatings in 199T’. 

Many of the offences took place during the current ceasefire, which began 
in Julv. Despite this, the office of the Secretary of State for Northern Ire- 
land. Mo Mowlam, has said she is satisfied the ceasefire is genuine. 

The previous IRA ceasefire from September 1 994 to February 3 9% was 
broken bv the Canary Wharf bomb, which killed two people. 


Letters page 


We apologise lo readers who received editions yesterday containing 
the previous days letters page. This was due to a production error. , 
We would also like to point out that the Bluebird evening in today’s 
magazine is sponsored by Taittinger champagne 
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Peter Pan 


What is it that makes a woman ^anti^ $teal a baby? 


HOSPITALS' 

SECURITY 

DILEMMA 

Hospital authorities had 
hoped they were winning 
the battle against baby 
snatching But Ian Burrell 
says that vital lessons in 
security have 
not been learned. 


, One might have thought that 
"the hysteria which followed the 
snatching of Abbie Humphries 
from a Nottin gham hospital 
three years ago would have led 
to a radical overhaul of securi- 
ty at maternity wards. 

Yet the ease with which a 
three- hour-o id baby was taken 
from Basildon General Hospi- 
tal yesterday demonstrated how 
powerless hospital authorities 
still are when faced with a de- 
termined snatcher. After the 
Humphries case, the Govern- 
ment issued guidance to NHS 
hospitals. It proposed ta& to 
identify babies, identity badging 
for legitimate staff, dosed-cir- 
arit cameras and contiolsaa ac- 
cess to hospital premises. 

But it stopped short of be- 
ing prescriptive: hospitals were 
allowed to decide which secu- 
rity measures fitted their cir- 
cumstances. 

The Basildon hospital has 
dosed-riicuit television, staff arc 
issued with badges and internal 
doors have security locks. But 
tags can fell off babies' arms, se- 
curity cameras cannot cover 
every corner of hospital corri- 
dors and identify badges can be 
forged. Other hospitals have 
gone further. St Thomas’s, in 
London, has guards outside 
maternity wards checking ID 
cards and signing viators in and 
ouL 

It was the case of Alexandra 
Griffiths seven years ago which 
stunned the nation into the re- 
| alisation that babies were not 
' even safe in a maternity ward. 
She was two days old when her 
father unwittingly handed her 
to a baby-snatcher posing as a 
health visitor at St Thomas's. 
When her mother. Dawn, 20. 
appeared on television weeping 
and shaking, thousands of view- 
ers wrote or phoned in offering 
support. 

It was a fortnight before the 
kidnapper. Janet Griffiths, a 
nurse, was spotted in the 


THE ABDUCTOR’S PROFILE 


The typical baby thief wQl go 
•window shopping 1 in local 
ho spi tal s to took for the weakest 
security, jeremy Lou ranee. Health 
Editor; looks at why women 
become so desperate that they ' 
snatch babies from ho spi tals. 

Hospitals can deter abductors but they can- 
not keep them out altogether. John Rabun, 
ef the US National Centre for Missing aid 
Explnfterf Children, who has vkrferi Britain 


Reunited: Dawn Griffiths with baby Alexandra, who was snatched from St Tfumari Hospital in January 1990 Photograph: David ! 


Cotswold village of Burford. She 
had taken Alexandra in an at- 
tempt to prevent her married 
lover dumping her.- 

Ms Griffiths was sent for 
treatment in a mental hospital 
and was released five months 
later. Shocking though it was, 
the incident was allowed to 
fade into history as a one-off ac- 
tion by a disturbed woman. 

It was not until four years 
later, when fivc-hour-old Abbie 
Humphries was snatched from 
the Queen Elizabeth Medical 
Centre. Nottingham, that mem- 
ories of Alexandra came flood- 
ing back. The baby was taken by 
Julie Kelley, 24. who lived near 
the Humphries. She spent six 
weeks in a psychiatric hospital 
after admitting the offence. 


Over 15 days, while Abbie’s 
parents, Karen and Roger, ap- 
pealed for their baby’s return, 
calls were made for security 
measures in maternity wards. 

Since then some hospitals 
have introduced baby-tagging 
systems and closed-circuit tele- 
vision. But despite the notori- 
ety of these two cases, 
baby-snatching is a long-stand- 
ing problem in this country. 

The Portia Trust, which tries 
to help counsel women driven 
to snatch babies, was set up in 
1970. Ken Norman, the crust’s 
chairman, said that at one time 
it was dealing with up to40 cas- 
es a year, although the rate has 
fallen. 

Mr Norman said improving 
security would not stop baby- 


snatches by desperate, psycho- 
logically disturbed women- “If 
you made hospitals into 
fortresses, babies would be tak- 
en from prams in the street" 
Within nine months of Ab- 
bie being taken, three-day-old 
Lydia Owens was snatched by 
a bogus visitor from dan Qwyd 
Hospital in Bodelwyddan, 
Whies- The baby was missirig for 
20 hours. By the time the cul- 
prit, Susan Brooke, 39, a grand- 
mother, appeared in court in 
June 1995, public sympathy for 
baby-snatching women had 
evaporated. Whereas previous 
offenders escaped with rela- 
tively light sentences Brooke 
was branded cruel and wicked 
by the judge who sentenced her 
to three years in prison. 


that although a determined abductor 
would evade any security ccsdon, the task 
was to make it as difficult as possible. 
The typical abductor was a woman who 


naat She was often not Bring with bet part- 
ner awThari planne d tha hahy “to get hhri 

back". Wbensbemiscafried she went in 
search of another baby. . 

British experts stressed that the cases 
were extremely rare. Anthony Black, for- 
mer head ofthe psychology nhi tat Broad- 


atways women, tended to be people who 
bad been let down, usually by a man, or suf- 
fered a set-back such, as a miscarriage or 
a faQnre to conceive. 

“The cases tend- to figure around the 
break-up of a relationship or a loss of some 
tind-Tbewenimmayeraibedelodedthat 
she has a baby. She may go through a phan- 
tom pregnancy. Some women pad them- 
selves out to please a partner.” 

He said the abductors tended to be sen- 
sitive, vulnerable people who had had un- 
happy experiences which involved being let 
down or deserted- 

- • “Ordinary people wfll cope with a lot 
of distress. They grin and bear it or try for 
adoption or for infertility treatment, de- 
pending on their cnc m nstances. These 
women! invariably torn out to have had a 
chequered life history and the break-up or 


the miscarriage is the latest in a succession 

of onslaughts, insults and mishaps.” 

The upside was that because the babies 

were wanied they tended io be well looked 

after. “They treat them as their own. If a 
couple had snatched the baby one would 
worry that the motive was a bit more ma- 
lign.” 

Alice Lovell, psychologist at South 
Bank University, London, and an expert on 
the effects of miscarriage, said that tie idea 
that women who lost a baby might think 
of fairing someone else's was a myth. 
“These women want their own baby. There 
is no evidence that miscarriage leads to ab- 
duction. lb compound the loss these 
women suffer by assuming they might re- 
sort to abduction is very hurtful." 

’ in the US, 170 infants have been ab- 
ducted sance 1983, nine so far thBs year. Ten 
are still missing. Cathy Nahimy, of the US 
' Center for Missing and Exploited Children 
said yesterday: “The recovery fate is very 
good. The babies are very rarely harmed. 
The women who take them raise them as 
their own." 

She said when a new bom baby was tak- 
en it was possible the woman would have 
faked a pregnancy keeping her partner, 
family and friends in the dark. 

She said although there was no crimi- 
nal intent they lived their lives by lying and 
deceiL “They are incredibly convincing con- 
artists." 

In one case in the US, a woman whose 
marriage to a soldier was going through a 
rocky patch told him she was pregnant She 
then convinced him that there was a tra- 
dition in her family going back generations 
that the pregnant couple did not have sex 
or sleep together during the pregnancy. Her 
husband, anxious not to upset her, accepted 
the story. 

During her “pregnancy” she stuffed 
padding In her clothes and when she was 
“doe" and her husband was away for a few 
days, she applied for a babysitting position 
- and stole the baby. 
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,i Ruin for lawyer who lied to save police 
boyfriend from drink-drive charge 
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A disgraced solicitor 
wept at the Old Bailey 
yesterday as she was 
jailed for three months 
for perverting the course 
of justice to protect her 
policeman 
boyfriend from a 
\ drink-drive charge. 

Jo jo Moyes reports 


Penelope Schofield wrecked 
her career in a “moment of 
madness" when she daimedshe 
was behind the wheel of the 
drunken detective's car when he 
drme home after a GOD Christ- 
mas party. But she had left ear- 
lier by taxL after having a row 
with Detectiv e Constable Nigel 
Phillips because he was 
canoodling with another 
woman at the party. 

The lawyer, from Hamp- 
shire, was told by the Recorder 
of London. Sir Lawrence Yer- 
ncy.“I have to bear in mind not 
only your personal position, hut 
also the concern of the public 
that a practsh^so&dtor hadon 
> this occasion practised decep- 

tion and deception against the 
public justice." 

Phillips. 31. also from 


Schofield: “Moment of madness* Photograph: James Horton 


Hampshire, was well over the 
drink-drive limit when he left 
the party' on 6 December last 
year. On his way to the cottage 
"he shared with Schofield he hit 
a kerb, bad a puncture aad 
drove to the police station 
where he was based. There he 
was breathalysed and arrested. 

But after emotional calls 
from the station. Schofield rang 
to say she had driven most of 
the way home. Phillips was 
jailed for 16 months for per- 
verting the course of justice and 
for driving while three times 


over the limit. The judge said 
the couple’s behaviour had 
“ruined two promising careers 
in which each of you had giv- 
en gpod service to the public 
over a long period. Thai those 
who offend are deeply involved 
in the process of public justice 
makes it even more serious." 

Phillips was near to tears as 
he stood to one side lo allow the 
sobbing Schofield 35. to be tak- 
en to the cells. He had involved 
the woman he loved .iu a “des- 
perate attempt to keep the job' 
he loved", said his counsel. 


Michael E g an. Phillips's shame 
over mining their lives led him 
to try to commit suicide last 
March, the court was told. 

Mr Egan said the trial had 
brought home to Phillips “the 
fiifl enormity and gravity” of his 
ooaduct. “He has destroyed a 
promising career. He has de- 
stroyed the relationship with the 
woman he sincerely loved." 

Richard Ussack QC. de- 
fending Schofield, said it was 
hard to think of a greater 
shame for someone in the le- 
gal profession. As a lawyer she 
was confident, successful and 
highly regarded. But as a 

woman she was vulnerable, un- 
der confident and was always 
blaming herself as the result of 
an earlier, 13-year physically 
abusive relationship with an- I 
other man. 

When Schofield confessed 
to police, she said: “In a mo- 
ment of madness, when I 
agreed to say that I had driven. 

1 lost everything ... I did it for 
Nigel, out of stupidity, without 
thinking of the consequences." 
Now she had “lost her name, 
position in the community and 
carets: which is, or was, her life. 
She almost certainly will be 
struck off by the Law Society, 
Mr Ussack told the court. 
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Police call for 
laser-pen study 


Police superintendents yester- 
day called for research into the 
effects of laser pens, amid grow- 


ing concern about their use. 

At a meeting of the naLion- 
aJ executive of the Police Su- 
perintendents' Association in 
London, half the forces said 
they had received reports of 
pens being used to temporari- 
ly blind or distract people. 

The association vice-chair- 
man, Peter Gammon, said not 
enough was known about their 
ability to cause damage or dis> 
tress to people. 

“The issue is: are they beiDg 
used by people to inflict distress 
or harm on other people? ... 
We think there should be a de- 
finitive examination of laser 
pens. I think there are sufficient 
laws to deal with someone who 
uses a laser pen. The issue is 
whether they should be freely 
available." Incidents reported 
include attacks on police offi- 
cers, drivers, racehorses and the 
footballer Vinnie Jones. 


Businessman puts a 
high price on walking 
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Walkers are about to be 
invited to join an 
association offering 
healthier living and 
charitable goals. But it is 
likely to be the most 
expensive organisation of 
its type in Britain. As 
Stephen Goodwin discovers, 
serious questions need 
to be asked about the 
Serious Walkers 
Association. 
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Venus in furs; A model at the BBC Clothes Show Live at the NEC in Birmingham yesterday Photograph: Newsteam 
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cagoulcd figures marching 
alone and worrying about the 
stale” of the hedgerows. But it 


Advertisements have been 
planned for outdoor magazines 
urging those who enjoy the 
“beauty and freedom of the 
countryside" to join the Serious 
Walkers Association. The title 
sounds like a leg-pull, conjur- 
ing up images of long-faced. 


is not. 

The advertisements were 
placed on behalf of the SWA 
whose founder, Stephen Drury, 
a 44-vear-old businessman liv- 
ing in Claverdon. Warwick- 
shire. has a history of VAT 
fraud and bankruptcy. His aim 
is for the SWA to be a nation- 
al body with 60.000 members by 

:oo2. 

Even before an SWA boot 
has taken its first public step, the 
association is declaring; "‘Every 
vear we donate funds to many 
major charities**. Readers are of- 
fered the prospect of “healthi- 
er living through regular 
walking**, challenge walks and 
support with planning a walk 
anywhere in the countryside. 

No membership fee is men- 
tioned in the advertisement but 
walkers who request further 
information may be in for a 
shock. Individual membership 
is provisionally set at £36 and life 
membership at £540. Even the 
voung persons’ rate (for J6- to 
21-year-oldsj could be £18. 

Bv comparison, full mem- 
bership of the Ramblers’ As- 
sociation. a charity, costs £16 a 
vear and for local walking 
groups subscriptions can be as 
low as 50p. One club official said 
Mr Drury may believe that 
walkers are an “untapped mar- 
I kct“. If they could spend £200 
on a waterproof jacket why not 
£36 to join the SWA? 

According to a draft business 
pin ft of August 1 997. by the end 
of 2001 the SWA wants to be 


-‘bold", Mr Drury said. The 
SWA would be offering mem- 
bers a lot more than existing 
dubs and would not be joining 
the access campaign. 

•‘We are not about taking 
money off people for no re- 
turn,*' he told The Independent. 
“We are in the business of let- 
ting people join an alternative 
to the Ramblers' which is much 
better organised and dedicated 
to good causes." Having found- 
ed the SWA, he said he would 
be promoting the charitable 
side. “I will be having nothing 
to do with the money," he in- 
sisted. Start-up money for the 
association was coming from a 
“very well-heeled benefactor". 

1 isting his own accomplish- 
ments as a walker, Mr Drury 
said there was no fitter 44- 
year-old. He had walked the 
Pennine Why, Land's End to 
John o’ Groats, and across 
1,000 miles of America. 

But Mr Drury is also famil- 
iar with the courts. He served 
a prison sentence this year for 
threatening behaviour towards 
a woman alter their relationship 
ended, and in 1995 was sen- 
tenced to three months in jail 
for a £46.000 VAT fraud He was 
ordered to pay the £7,000 costs 
of the VAT case and to repay 
the sum defrauded. 

A civil action is being 
brought against Mr Drury for 
rent arrears on his former home 
at Knowle, near SoilhulL He has 
been granted legal aid. 

Two magazines were planning 
to publish the SWA advertise- 
ment in January issues - The 
Great Outdoors and Country 


grossing £2m a year and raising . Walking, but TGO confirmed it 
a further £ 1 m a year for “good had withheld the advertisement 
causes”. The objectives were to make “further inquiries". 


Jailed peer fails to have 
term reduced after assault 


Lord Brocket, the disgraced peer, failed yesterday in a bid 
10 have his five-year sentence for a £4.2m insurance fraud 
reduced when three judges dismissed his appeal. 

The Vice President of the Court of Appeal, Lord Justice 
Rose, said the sentence was “not out of line" with other fraud 
jail terras and he could not intervene over disputes between 
prisoners in jail as there were other remedies available. 

The appeal had been hailed as a test case over whether 
jail terms should be reduced for inmates assaulted in prison. 
The Court of Appeal last month granted him leave to ap- 
peal after hearing the peer was knifed and violently assaulted 
while in jail. 

Lord Brocket. 45. a sporting friend of the Prince of Wiles, 
has been in jail for 20 months and now faces a release date 
in August next year at the earliest. 

Steven Barker, his solicitor, said after the hearing on his 
way to the cells to visit the peer. “We are vety disappoint- 
ed. Lord Brocket had his hopes up high." 

Asked if Lord Brocket would apply for compassionate ear- 
ly release he said: 'It is too early to say what will happen." 

Lord Brocket was jailed at Luton Crown Court in Feb- 
ruary Iasi year after admitting that he arranged to have four 
classic Italian sports cars “stolen" in a bogus raid on the fam- 
ily home. Brocket Hall, his 5,000 acre estate in Hertfordshire. 


Death gully revisited 


Olive oil fails taste test 


Although hlended in Italy, and made up mostly of Ital- 
ian olives, the store accepted that the label save thp «.■»««* 


--- — -w. *«.**«. a<.LL-ptea mat me label gave the wrone 
'mpnss'on about its contents. The BBC programme Week- 
utd ' llatchdog said the error showed up durin* a taste tc«f 
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Vasectomy claim fails 
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A former soldier is returning to the scene of an expedition 
which came dose to a disaster in which five of his colleagues 
nearly died. Rich Mayfield will set off in a 15-strong team 
next March on a new expedition to Low's Gully in the jungles 
of Borneo. 

Their target is to complete the first ever descent of the 
gully - also known as the Place of the Dead - a 10-mile stretch 
of granite cliffs, massive waterfalls and thick vegetation. 

In 1994. a 10-man expedition led by Lieutenanl-Colone) 
Robert Neill should have taken 10 days on an army exercise 
in the area, but two officers and three soldiers were not plucked 
from the gully until almost a month after they set off. They 
were on the brink of starvation. Their five colleagues had 
escaped in two separate groups days earlier. 

An army board of inquiry later accused Li Col Neill of be- 
ing-over ambitious'* and criticised decisions made by his deputy. 
Major Rod Foster. No disciplinary was taken against them. 

Mr Mayfield, 29. said he was optimistic the 1998 team would 
be more successful than the previous expedition. Asked why 
he wanted 10 return to Low's Gully, he said: “I don't like fail- 
ing. When I fail I go away, become more capable and try again.” 


The Sainsbunt supermarket chain is pulling bottles or Hal- j 

v te n ol,ve O'! off its shelves after it was revealed i 
it contained oil from Greek and Spanish olives. I 
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Echoes of ‘Bonfire of the 
Vanities’ in court fury 


Al Sharpton: ‘This is a vendetta against those who challenged a family not used to being questioned’ 


The dilapidated courtroom in 
Poughkeepsie, upstate New York, 
has never seen a case Pike it - 
yelling lawyers, spectators cursing 
“white justice*' and a judge 
struggling to gain control. It 
verges on comedy, but, as 
David Usbame saw from the gallery, 
it cuts to the heart of America’s 
black-white divide. • 


The Pagones defamation trial under way 
in Poughkeepsie, two hours north of 
New York Gty, is emerging as the Christ- 
mas pantomime to beat all others. The sto- 
ry is about a black woman named Tkwana 
Brawley and about truth. Top of the bill: 
the Rev Al Sharpton. 

There is scant joy in It, however. Its 
playing-out in this creaking chamber of the 
State Supreme Court is resurrecting one 
of the country’s darkest and. arguably, 
most disgraceful episodes of racial 
confrontation. 

For many blacks, it is a chance to ad- 
vertise what they know about American 
justice: that, for them, it does not exist. 
For as many whites, it promises final reck- 
oning for Mr Sharpton, the New York City 
street-preacher and politician widely 
thought to have been an inspiration for 
the scurrilous figure of Rev Reggie Bacon 
in Tom . Wolfe’s late-SOs novel 77ie 
Bonfire of the Vanities. 

It began 10 years ago, on 28 Novem- 
ber 1987, when Thwana Brawley, then 15 
years old, was found in a dustbin liner by 
the side of the road near here, her hair 
matted with faeces and racial slurs 
scrawled on her body. She claimed she bad 
been kidnapped by six white men, and 
raped and sodomised. 

In March 1988, Mr*S harp ton and two 
black lawyers, Alton Madden and Minion 
Mason, went before the press to name the 
man they said was the leader of the gang . 
He was Steven Pagones, a white assistant 
district attorney of this county and the son 
of a local judge. Other prominent blacks, 
including the comedian BQl Cosby and for- 
mer world boxing champion Mike Tyson, 
associated themselves with campaign, . 

Challenged by sceptical reporters on 
that day to provide some proof, Mr 
Sharpton laid down the gauntlet to Mr 
Pagones: “If we are lying, then sue us ... 
sue us - sue us. Sue us right now!" 



Tawana. Brawley: Crowd cheered 
when she insisted her story was true 


Ten years on, that is what Mr Pagones 
is doing. With a defamation lawsuit ask- 
ing for damages totalling $395m (£243m), 
Mr Pagones, who is now 36, is setting out 
to prove that the trio maliciously set out 
to nail him. 

The battle lines are already drawn. The 
three defendants will contend that the day 
before their press conference, Ms Braw- 
ley had seen a photograph of Mr Pagones 
in a Poughkeepsie newspaper and iden- 
tified him to them. They decided to take 
action, they will argue, because they be- 
lieved a white-man cover-up was being per- 
petrated to protect Mr Pagones from 
prosecution. 

Mr Pagones and his lawyer, William 
Stanton, will try to show that the three 
made no effort to seek corroboration of 
her claim and, therefore, that they acted 
in reckless pursuit of their own self- 
aggrandisemeuL An associate of Mr 
Sharpton later said the minister bad told 
his colleagues that he had taken on the 
C3se to make himself the “biggest nigger 
in New York". 


Mr Stanton faces a difficult challenge. 
However, he has some powerful ammu- 
nition. A report from a grand juiy em- 
panelled in 1988 to investigate the claims 
concludes that Ms Brawley was guilty of 
perpetrating a hoax and that Mr Pagones 
was innocent. Indeed, there was never a 

trial, because no formal charges were filed. 

Reminding the jury this week of Mr 
Sharp ton's duritenge to Mr Pagones to sue, 
Mr Stanton declared in his opening ar- 
gument: “‘Well, here we are. You’re go- 
ing to decide, we called their bluff. The 
Brawleys hatched this story. These 
defendants were the screenwriters." 

As if to ensure that passions were in- 
flamed to the maximum, Ms Brawley her- 
self broke 10 years of silence about the case 
by appearing before 600 supporters, almost 
ab black, in a Brooklyn church last Tues- 
day. Tb loud cheers and chanting, she stuck 
by her story, proclaiming: “Ten not a liaT, 
I’m not crazy." So far, she has never tes- 
tified to it on the Bible. Whether she will 
appear during these proceedings is one of 
their greatest elements of suspense. 

Judge Barrett Hickman, meanwhile, 
must keep the trial on the rails. Sharpton 
supporters arrive daily by bus from the city 
and are not watching quietly. Yells of 
“white justice" shook the court when Judge 
Hickman revealed he had a letter show- 
ing Mr Sharpton and the two lawyers had 
been invited to testify before the grand 
jury. They never did. As Judge Hickman 
stalked from the court, the defence 
lawyers, enraged about the letter, 
screamed after him, “Judge! Judge!" 

A finding for Mr Pagones could spell 
disaster for Mr Sharpton. He has toned 
down his rhetoric and is trying to enter the 
political mainstream. Last month, be 
won a respectable showing in the New 
York mayoral race and next year he is ex- 
pected to run for Congress. Talking to The 
Independent, he refused point blank to ex- 
press regret for his words 10 years ago, ot 
back down from his original claims. “This 
is a vendetta against those of us who had 
the audacity to challenge a family that is 
not used to being questioned," he insist- 
ed calmly. 

Pushed further on what might have 
motivated Mr Pagones to reopen the 
wounds that cut so deeply into both the 
black and white communities, Mr Sharp- 
ton declined speculation: “I get sued when 
I speak in America. I get sued when I think 
in America. Please, please don't make 
me think." 


IT’S BIG, ITS RED, 
ITS RUDE (in parts) 
... ITS ON-LINE! 
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A mobile phone doesn’t 
make a good present. 
Unless it’s in a package. 
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The ideal way to give a mobile phone is in our all inclusive package. One with 
all the important features. Not just a handset, battery and recharger, but also 
the connection charge and the line rental. That way the person you give it to 
doesn’t end up paying more for their present than you did. 

At a single price of £149.99, we wiH provide you with everything you need to 
make sure your loved ones keep speaking to you over the next eighteen months. 
And youTl even be giving them up to £5 of inclusive calls each month to do just 
that What’s more, the Alcatel ‘One Touch Easy’ handset has lots of clever f eatur es 
and standard AA alkaline batteries can be used as a convenient backup. 

Make sure the only surprises you give this Christmas are pleasant ones. 

For further details and to order Call 0800 216 613 
between 8.30am - 8pm Monday to 
^ e U net Friday and 9am - 4pm at weekends. 

quoting the reference number below. 
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Communications 

Centre 
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Nuclear waste timebomb 
threatens future generations 


Low- level radioactive 
nuclear waste is seeping 
into the Welsh water 
supply. But is it 
dangerous? fan Burrell 
hears the warnings from 
nuclear physicists and 
the reassurances from 
the industry. 


Frank Bamabv has spent a life- 
time studying both military and 
civilian nuclear projects all 
around the world, and right now 
he has special concerns for the 
people of Cardiff. 

The nuclear physicist and 
former director of SIPRt the fa- 
mous international peace in- 
stitute in Sweden, believes local 
people may be at risk of pass- 
ing on serious medical condi- 


tions to future generations be- 
cause their water supply con- 
tains tiny traces of the 
radioactive material. Tritium. 

The radionuclide is used by 
local company Nycomed Amer- 
sham in (he manufacture of 
equipment used by drug com- 
panies to develop new products 
and by medical researchers for 
studying the activity of cells. 

“There is some indication 
now that Tritium can induce ge- 
nomic instability. In other 
words, the radiation can dam- 
age the chromosome but the 
damage may not show up,” 
said Professor Barnaby. 

“It now appears that the 
damage can come in the second, 
third or even fourth genera- 
tions."The damage to cells coukl 
lead to cancer and other condi- 
tions. including Alzheimer’s and 
motor neurone disease. Envi- 


ronmentalists have dubbed 
Cardiff the Tritium capital of 
Britain. 

Trevor Jones, a Cardiff- 
based researcher in radioactive 
isotopes and radiation, said: 
“Because the energy level of Tri- 
tium is so low it is very difficult 
Co measure. In the US it has tak- 
en two generations before the 
effects of Tritium have mani- 
fested themselves in cancers or 
central nervous disorders." 

The epidemiologist Profes- 
sor Alice Stewart, from Birm- 
ingham University, is also 
concerned, after making a study 
on the long-term health effects 
of those exposed to the Hi- 
roshima bomb. She said that her 
latest research, to be published 
nett year, wiU show that the dan- 
gers from low-level ionising ra- 
diation are 10 times greater than 
previously thought. The scien- 


tists were all present at a con- 
ference in Cardiff yesterday 
called to discuss possible dangers 
to the local population from low- 
level radiation. 

The conference was called 
after it was revealed that Amer- 
sham made an application to 
store 285 drums of radioactive 
waste on the site. 

The company said yesterday 
that the waste was merely the 
standard laboratory equipment 
worn and used by scientists 
when handling minute quanti- 
ties of the radionuclides Tritium 
and Carbon 14. 

Spokesman Alan Huw 
Smith said Tritium was stored 
in steel jars within steel con- 
tainers. Although, as a hydro- 
gen, tiny amounts of tritium 
escaped into the air, the com- 
pany operated well within 
agreed safety levels. 
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which has been arranged by the homeles charity, Shelter, over the Christmas pen 



All stores open 8.30am until late today. 

(Check with your local store for Sunday opening times.) 



FURNITURE & FURNISHINGS 
^ All Furniture 
^ All Beds 

^ All Carpets and Rugs 
^ All Cushions 
^ All Curtains 


ELECTRICALS 

^ All TV, Video and 

^ AH Large and Small Electrical 

Appliances 


HOMEWARES 

♦ All Cookware 

♦ All Chinaf Glass and Table 
Linens 

♦ All Casual Dining 

^ All Cutlery and Silverware 
AJ1 Lighting 

Most Towels and Bed Linens 
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AH Trees, Crackers and Boxed 
Decorations 
% All Adult Games 
% All Toiletries 


FASHION ACCESSORIES** 

^ All Bags, Scarves, Jewellery, 
Gloves, Hats and Belts 
^ All Hairdressing Services 


oo and 'On 


i'ra era 


Spend £25 on women’s 
or mens fragrance and receive a 
£5 voucher towards your next 
fragrance or cosmetic purchase 
of £25 or over. 



WOMENSWEAR 
^ AH Lingerie 
^ All Coats 
^ All Plus Collections 
^ All Bridalwear 
Most Eveningwear 
Most Knitwear 
Most Suits & Separates 
Most Designer Jeans 
Most Shoes 


MENSWEAR 
^ AH Coats* 

^ All Gifts & Accessories 
Most Suits & Jackets 
Most Formal Shirts &Ties 
Most Knitwear 
Most Designer Jeans 
Most Shoes 


ALL CHILDRENSWEAR 



HOUSE OF FRASER 


ARMY & NAVY • DAVID EVANS ■ D1CKJNS & JONES • BIN NS ■ BARKERS ■ DH EVANS • HOWELLS * JOLLYS • ARNOTTS ■ CAVENDISH HOUSE 

HOUSE OF FRASER • FRASERS • DINGLES - KENDALS * RACKHAMS * HAMMONDS 

"Excludes Crombic. ""Excludes Hermes in Frasers Glasgow. ’Excludes Bang & Olufsen. "Excludes Lladro. 

This discount is not available in conjunction with any other offer or reduction. Certain merchandise is not available in all stores. 
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BBC banks on a 
comic Christmas 


Comedy heads the festive fare 
in BBC TVs £42m Christmas 
season, with a “triple whammy" 
of special episodes of One Foot 
In Vie Grave, Men Behaving 
Badly and They Think It's All 
Over one after each other. 

Other Christmas Day treats 
unveiled today are the Holly- 
wood films The Flintstones, star- 
ring John Goodman, and The 
Mask, starring Jim Carrey. 

Boxing Day brings The Vic- 
ar Of Dibley and Before They 
Were Famous II, while Tele- 
tubbyland takes on a festive air 
for five weekday episodes. 

The ubiquitous Spice Girls 
pop up twice on BBC1 over the 
Christmas season - once on Lh e 
and Kicking and again as hosts 
of Top Of The Pops. Lily Savage, 
Mrs Merton, Shiriey Bassey 
and Bette Midler are among the 
stars featured in programmes 
over the period. 

Peter Salmon, controller of 
BBC1, sai± “BBC1 has an ir- 
resistible line-up of comedy 
and entertainment." 

But Christmas drama in- 


Court defeat 
for Zito killer 


The schizophrenic killer of the 
musician Jonathan Zito was 
yesterday barred by the Court 
of Appeal from bringing a 
damages action against a 
London health authority over its 
alleged failure to care for him. 

Three judges allowed an ap- 
peal by Camden and Islington 
health authority against a High 
Court derision that Christopher 
CJunis was entitled to sue. 

The ruling also blocks a 
damages action brought by 
Zito's widow, Jayne, against 
Clunis with a view to his in- 
cluding her compensation in bis 
claim against the authority. 

Lawyers for Qunis may still 
petition the law lords for leave 
to appeal against the derision. 

Clunis was detained indefi- 
nitely in Hampton hospital in 
1993 after admitting stabbing 
Zito to death at Finsbury Park 
Tube station. 

Lord Justice Beldam, sitting 
with Lord Justice Potter and 
Mrs Justice Braeewell, held 
that it would not be fair or rea- 
sonable to bold the authority li- 
able to Clunis for the 
consequences of his crime. 


Inquest on gas 
death teenager 


An inquest opened yesterday 
on a church-going teenager 
who had just won a role in an 
anti-drugs play and who is be- 
lieved to have died after 
sniffing lighter gas. 

Chanteile Bleau, 16, col- 
lapsed at a friends house on 
Monday after sniffing the gas 
and died in hospital She bad 
just won a role in a play. 
Deadly Deals, which has been 
on tour at schools in her 
home city of Bradford, west 
Yorkshire. She and her par- 
ents, Richard and Rst Bleau, 
were members of the Abun- 
dant Life Church, where she 
sang in the choir and helped 
in the creche. 

The inquest was opened 
and adjourned yesterday. 

Mrs Bleau told a local pa- 
per that she and her husband 
were told Chanteile had fall- 
en and bumped her head at 
a friend's house. 

She arrived at the hospi- 
tal as staff were trying to re- 
vive Chanteile. Neither she 
nor her husband knew that 
Chanteile experimented with 

drugs. 


Special needs pupils get £11 m 
boost for access to schools 


The Government yesterday an- 
nounced a boost of £J lm to help 
mainstream schools become 
more accessible to special needs 
children. Estelle Morris, the 
schools minister, told MPs that 
the almost three-fold increase 
on the £4m set aside by the pre- 
vious administration for the 
Schools Access Initiative was the 
most that had ever been spent 
on the initiative in any year. 

The initiative is part of the 
Government's overall commit- 
ment to improving special 
needs education, which Is the 
subject of a consultative Green 
Paper, entitled Excellence for AU 
Children. Ms Morris said: “In 
our Green Paper ... the Gov- 
ernment committed itself to 
announcing a significant ex- 
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eludes an adaptation of WtUde 
Collins’ Victorian ghost stoiy 
The Woman In While, as well as 
visits to Balfykissangel and East- 
Enders. 

Madame Butterfly is BBC2’s 
Christmas Day opera offering 
and the actor Simon Callow 
once again becomes Charles 
Dickens in A Christmas Dickens. 

Modem lanes' “The Shrine" 
explores the public pilgrimage 
to Kensington Palace in the 
wake of Diana, Princess of 
Wes's death and Arena pays 
tribute to the banana and the 
cigar- 

The BBC traditionally tri- 
umphs in the Christmas ratings 
as it pumps resources into a pe- 
riod when large audiences are 
available but advertising pick- 
ings are slim. 

Last year’s Only Fools And 
Horses trilogy won record- 
breaking audiences. 

But there is one empty place 
at this year’s Christmas feast - 
no new Wallace and Gromit 
adventure, as the animator Kick - 
Park explores new projects. 






pansion in the School Access 
Initiative, to help mainstream 
schools become more accessi- 
ble to children with disabilities. 
We are honouring that com- 
miUnent. We inherited funding 
for this initiative running at £4m 
a year." 

That sum would be increased 
to £1 lm next year - “the most 
that has ever been spent on the 
initiative in any year." 

She said all mainstream 
schools would be eligible for 
support under the initiative, 
which is designed to increase 
physical access to mainstream 
schools and which she described 
88 “an important part of our 
programme to help disabled 
children attend mainstream 
schools”. 
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Blair points to a new image for EU presidency 


Tony Blair yesterday 
opened festivities for 
Britain’s forthcoming 
Presidency of the 
European Union, 
unveiling a spanking new 
logo for the event and 
vowing to find a 
European Third Way* to 
the sunlit economic 
uplands. Rupert Comweff 
went along to watch the 
fun at Waterloo Station. 


Hand it to New Labour: they're 
not ones for the subtle ap- 
proach. At exactly ! 1.20am in 
die modem and dynamic setting 
of the Channel Tunnel rail ter- 
minal, a modem and dynamic 
Eurostar express glided in to 
Platform 24, and a modem and 
dynamic Prime Minister 
launched Britain's modem and 
■ dynamic stewardship of the EU 
for the first six months or ]99S. 

True, the specially chartered 
train had come only From 
Clapham Junction, not Brussels, 
for the occasion. But it was 
decked out in the new logo of 
' 15 different stars, designed and 
painted by children from each 
EU member country, and 
whose image Downing Street 
and the Foreign Office had 
been guarding beforehand as 
tightly as the Trident missile 
launch codes. And like every- 
thing else yesterday, the logo 
was on message. 

The children who produced 
it had worked in teams. Mr Blair 



Hands on approach: Tony Blair pointing to the new star logo designed and painted by children from the 15 member states of the EU 


said. *And we want a Europe 
that works together as a team. 
A Europe in which our coun- 
tries retain their distinctive 
identities as the children do in 
the logo, but work together to 
tackle common problems for 


the practical benefit of aIL"As 
with most set-piece Euro- 
occasions, the air was thick 
with pious generalities. The 
British presidency was a test of 
British leadership and Europe's 
capacity to embrace change 


(and - he mi gh t have added - 
a test for the Government's or- 
ganisational skills, given the 50 
minis terial and summit meet- 
ings. 150 gatherings of senior 
EU officials, and 1,500 expert 
working groups it must chair 


over the six months to 30 June). 

Like Prime Ministers past 
and probably future, he railed 
against the “cost and waste” of 
the Common Agricultural Pol- 
icy. Dutifully, Mr Blair 
promised to work for a suc- 


cessful launch of the angle cur- 
rency, in which Britain of course 
will not be taking part. Once 
again, he stressed the impor- 
tance of the EU enlargement 
negotiations that begin on 31 
March, and. promised new com- 


Photograph: Tom Pilston 

moo action on crime, drugs, and 
the environment. Tbry “indeci- 
sion, vacillation and, let’s face 
it, anti-EuropeanisnT were a 
thing of the past, he vowed. 

Most st riking perhaps was 
his ocmumtment to a “Third 


Way” for Europe, pitched 
between outmoded slate inter- 
vention and unrestrained 
laissez-faire capitalism. 

It would depend on “edu- 
cation not regulation", and on 
open markets rather than pro- 
tectionism. The crucial tests 
would come over completion of 
the single market, and reform 
of Europe’s over-rigid labour 
markets. 

But Mr Blair will only put 
flesh on these bones in January, 
with a speech detailing Britain's 
plans for the presidency. Yes- 
terday, he devoted scarcely a 
word to such unpleasantnesses 
as the row over Britain's exclu- 
sion from the single currency in- 
ner council, and the ban on beef 
exports. Britain would be a 
leader of Europe, he insisted. 
But he did not say how it would 
achieve this while shunning the 
common currency. 

But at least there was that 
logo; 15 cute little stars that 
looked like multicoloured 
starfish, painted by 30 cute lit- 
tle children who were gucsls at 
Downing Street yesterday. 

It looks harmless enough, 
certainly less risky than the 
logo mndriq g the last British EU 
presidency in 1992. That one 
depicted a lion putting its head 
into the Euro-flag's circle of 
stars - only to have it compre- 
hensively bitten off when the 
pound was driven from the 
ERM on Black Wednesday. 

This time though, it is Italy 
which may be miffed. Bang in 
the middle of the Stella Indiana 
sits not an Olivetti, a Fiat, or a 
Ferrari - but a pizza. 


Labour ministers accused of conducting government by review’ 


Ministers were accused of “government by 
review" last nighL as a full list revealed a 
total of 54 different such exercises launched 
since I May. A monitoring exercise by the 
Conservatives, completed yesterday, shows 
the extent of the inquiring and investigat- 
ing which is going on across Whitehall. 
From the comprehensive spending review, 
taking in all departments, to the small-scale 
review of silicone breast implants, almost 
every aspect of government is involved. 

The Conservatives claim there is a 
stark contrast between the amount of re- 


viewing which is going on and the bold 
words of the Labour leadership. Andrew 
Cooper, director of political operations for 
the Tories, said reviews were a “character- 
note” of this Government. 

“It’s become a habit" he said. “The Gov- 
ernment which talks about hard choices 
seems to be extremely adept at punting 
things into reviews rather than taking de- 
cisions. This is u party which had 18 years 
to prepare for government." 

A Downing Sueet spokesman said there 
had in fact been plenty of real governing go- 


ing on. Within days of Labour coming to 
power the control of interest rates had been 
handed to the Bank of England. Since then 
there had been, among many other initia- 
tives, the Windfall Tax, referenda on devo- 
lution for Scotland and Whies, the abolition 
of the Assisted Places Scheme in indepen- 
dent schools, a ceasefire in Northern Ireland, 
a Referendum BQl for London, health ac- 
tion zones and a Crime and Disorder Bill 
“It isn't unreasonable after 18 years that 
a new government should look at whole ar- 
eas of polity. Also, some of the big deci- 


sions the government has made were tak- 
en in weeks, if not days," he said. 

0 Govemmeal reviews: 

Comprehensive spending review; 

Bureaucratic burden on teachers: 

Criteria used In considering licence applications for 
export of conventional weapons; 

The law relating lo surrogacy; The law relating to 
silicone breast implants; Proposed NKS Private 
Financ e Initiative schemes; Breast cancer 
screening services; London health services? 

Amingrmcnrt far rg te hi ntn q ; ihe miltenniimr, 

National Lottery; F3m policy; Sport on television; 


substitnte for rabies quarantine; Milk 


esported five' to the Continent; Inoculation as a 


Economic regeneration in Wiles; 

Proposals for reform of civil litigation and legal aid; 
Crcnra Prosecution Service; 

Private finance machinery; Hue and benefits 
system; Tbe Post Office; 

Programme to identify technology opportunities; 
Effectiveness of export promotion programmes; 
Steps to strengthen democratic control of public 
water authorities in Scotland; Scottish Enterprise: 
W&ys in which social rented boosing is supported in 
Scotland; Slcye Bridge tofling arrangements; 
Transport policy in Scotland; Scottish roads 
programme; 

Code of practice on access to government 
ufbnmnoa; Ministerial accountability; Nan- 


departmental public bodies; 

Child Benefit; 

Wdfare-to-Work. task- force; 

Soda! Exclusion Unit; 

Family Policy Committee; 

Pensions: 

Long-term welfare; Disability benefit: 

Industrial injuries compensation: 

Royal Commission on tong-term care: 

Admission charging by national museums: 
Immigration detention policy: 

The coal industry. 

Level of Cabinet salaries; 

Party funding; 

Tbe handling of the BSE crisis; 

Dependent lemtories; 

The electoral system. 

— Inin Abrams, Pnttkol Correspondent 
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Free from charges 


Banking with First Direct is free because we do hot 
charge Cheque Account customers for everyday 
banking transactions, even if you're overdrawn. And ail 
our customers automatically receive an overdraft of 
£250 - also free of any fees. So compared to other high 
street bank accounts you're better off with First Direct 
from day one. We're a member of the 1 HSBC Group 
which is one of the largest banking and financial 
services organisations in the world, and In the course of 
a year you'll find we offer more cost effective current 
account banking. And the service we provide means 
you benefit in manyother ways too. 


By telephone. 24 hours a day 


We provide the ultimate in convenience. You can barik 
with us at any time, 365 days (and nights) of the year, 
from wherever there's a telephone. In your home, office 
or car. And all UK calls we charged at local rates. 


Personal and professional service 1 


Every call is answered by our Banking Representatives. They have aH 
they need at their fingertips to deal with your day-to-day banking 
needs. And when you require more specialised assistance, such as 
a loan, they can instantly refer you to someone who can help. 


Getting cash is easy 9 


Every Cheque Account customer receives the 
^ First Direct Card. This allows you to 
T' withdraw up to £500 a day from over 
12,500 cash machines around the UK, 
including those of Midland. It also 
guarantees cheques for £100 and 
includes the Switch payment faefflty. 


So is paying bills 


Our service includes a free bill payment service. Simply call, tell 
us who to pay, how much and when, and we do it. This means you 
can pay your bills at the most convenient time without the need to 
keep having to remember to organise it 


A full banking service with more benefit; 


As well as our Cheque Account we offer saving, borrowing, travel 
and Insurance services cost effectively by telephone. Take saving; 
our rates are always competitive, we offer transfers to and from 
your Cheque Account. So your money Is always working hard 
without tiie need for you to do the same. 


We work hard to maintain the service 


The best people to demonstrate the quality of a banking service 
are its customers - 87%* of ours have recommended us to their 
friends and colleagues in the last 12 months. 


Transferring your account is straightforward 


We appreciate how daunting changing bank accounts can be. 
So we help you to make it more straightforward. We can save you 
time by completing the application form with you over the phone, 
and giving you a decision, subject to a couple of further checks, 
almost Immediately. Then we help you to make transferring your 
salary, direct debits and standing orders as simple as possible too. 
But first we make It easy (and free) to find out more. Call now on 
0800 24 24 24 or complete the coupon. 


If you don’t 
enjoy free 
banking... 


Annua) current account charges 


Lloyds Classic 


£96.00 


NatWest Current P!u< 


£60.00 


Barclays Bank Account 


£60.00 




First Direct Cheque Account 

£0.00 


...you’re 
with the 
wrong bank 

J j.n ;JS today ard never be .vitii Die wronq bank again 

S? 0800 24 24 24 

Call free anytime quoting reference BB839 


J or complete the coupon and post to: o 1 

[ First Direct, FREEPOST, Leeds LS98 2RF B 
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lair warns farmers to stay within the law 


"armers were given 
scant hope of significant 
extra compensation for 
BSE last night as 
ministers warned that 
blockades of ports must 
stop. Fran Abrams watched 
the developments. 

Protesting beef farmers must 
stay witbin the law, the Prime 
Minister said yesterday. But 
he failed to signal any new 
moijpy which might help them 
•wer thq latest crisis. 

*Ve fully understand the dis- 
t ress and difficulties of fanners 
and we have been working to as- 
them." Mr Blair said aL the 
bubefa at Waterloo station of 
the festivities for Britain's forth- 
coming presidency of the Eu- 
ropean Union. 

“The taxpayer will pay 
£1.4bn this year in support of 
1 he British beef industry and of 
course we do everything we can 
tn support them. It is essential, 
however, that the rule of law 
must he upheld," he said. 

But Mr Blair's official 
spokesman was unde riming the 
f Uiivernment's reluctance to dig 
c\ or- deeper into its pockets. 

“The Government is keep- 
ing in touch with the issues," he 
•siiid. “But as the Prime Minis- 
ter made dear... on t\fcdncsday, 
there is no European pot of gold 
which we can go to." 


He added that of the £4bn 
spent in the UK in 1996-97 in 
connection with the Common 
Agriculture Policy, £1.9bn had 
gone to the beef sectors, of 
which £l.4bn went on BSE- 
related spending. 

The warning came as it 
emerged that Faddy Ashdown, 
the Liberal Democrat leader, 
will today urge the Government 
to tap EU funds to help beef 
farmers at a meeting in Copen- 
hagen of the liberal party lead- 
ers from around Europe. 

In Cardiff yesterday, the 
Secretary of State -for Whies, 
Hon Davies, held a 90-minute 
meeting with farmers' leaders 
who travelled from Holyhead 
and Fishguard to air their griev- 
ances. Around 200 farmers and 
their wives crowded' the steps of 
the Welsh .Office when he 
emerged. 

It also became dear that an 
order would be laid in Parlia- 
ment to formalise the ban 
shortly, and that it would come 
into force within two weeks. 

The shadow agriculture 
minister, Michael Jack, said 
the government should “come 
dean" over what it planned ro 
do to help the farmers. 

“Playing hard and loose with 
the anxieties of anxious and 
desperate fanners is irrespon- 
sible government,'’ be said. 

“The Government must also 
make dear where the money 
will come from to tund the pack- 
age they propose. It must not be 


a rob-Peter-to-pay-Paul exer- 
cise. Any compensation pack- 
age should be to the benefit of 
the hardest-pressed and not 
leave other areas oul" 

Later, a Labour source ac- 
cused him. of “teetering on the 
edge of condoning violence by 
strikers”. 

It became dear last night 
that the options open to the 
Government on how to com- 
pensate farmers were limited. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Minis try of Agriculture, Fish- 
eries and Food said there were 
no plans to change the over-30 
month scheme despite a state- 
ment by a minister that he was 
unhappy with its operation. 

■ Jeff Hooker, the agriculture 
minister, said farmers were get- 
ting hundreds of pounds for 
“dapped out old milkers" which 
used to be worth “a fiver”. 

Tbe Maff spokeswoman also 
indicated that a special payment 
to hill farmers of £60m last year 
was unlikely to be repeated at 
tbe same level 

If farmers are to be given tbe 
money they are demanding - 
some have claimed they need al- 
most £lbn - the oniy source 
would be Europe. Maff said 
£980m was available to Britain 
under a scheme to compensate 
for the rise in the value of ster- 
ling, £340m of which would 
come from the exchequer. But 
Europe's contribution would 
be deducted from payments by 
Europe direct to the Treasury. 
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Warning shot: Protesting farmers confront an Irish lorry driver at Holyhead 


Photograph: Brian Harris 


DAIRY FARMS 
UNDERFIRE 

*T 

Welfare standards on daijry* 
foTTOwarecriudsedyest® 
day In a report comm£s 
sioned by the Governme^i 
It said levels of [amends 
among dairy cattle were "um 
acceptably hj$T and catted far 
urgent action to end suffer- 
mg on farms. 

Studies showed an aver- 
age of 55 per cent of cattle 
were going lame each year 
and levels were rising. 

Some farmers were ac- 
cused of not taking the prob-' 
lem seriously - leaving cacde; 
In pain and distress even 
though lameness led to 
reduced yields. 

The report by the Farm 
Animal Welfare Council, an 
Independent body of farming 
experts, blamed intensive 
.farming methods and poor 
management. 

Too many animals were 
being housed in inadequate 
cubicles or forced to stand in 
slurry, wet straw or were 
waited along poor trade', 
causing foot and leg problems. 

The report laid before 
agriculture ministers said: 
“Lameness is almost always 
a painful condition and it in- 
terferes with accountability 
to interact fully with her en- 
vironment, especially her so- 
cial environment, hence it is 
a major animal welfare issue. 
There are many farms where' 
lameness is causing unnec- 
essary pain and distress.” 


Dixo 



Irish union leaders head for 
Holyhead to stake their case 
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Irish farmers’ leaders travelled 
to Holyhead last night to plead 
for the blockade to end. 

Frank Allen, who represents 
30,000 dairy fennere, told Welsh 
farmers they were aiming at the 
wrong target: “The solution to 
your problems lies with the 
UK Government. We will suf- 
fcr grievously if your action con- 
tinues much longer.” 

Mr Allen, president of the 
Irish Creamery and Milk Sup-, 
ply Association, accused the 
British Government of failing to 
appreciate the crisis in fanning 
and make use of EU compen- 
sation funds for the industry. 

But as Irish companies and 
the Road Haulage Association 
threatened to sue the Britain 
for loss of business, fanners 
showed no sign of abandoning 
their campaign. 

RHA spokesman, Daniel 
Hodges, said: “It’s not a ques- 
tion of whether farmers do or 
do not have a Intimate dispute. 


It's a simple question of 
whether or not we wish to see 
a return to the dark days of the 
Seventies and early Eighties 
when whole sections of British 
industry and the economy were 
effectively held to ransom by 
anyone with a grievance." 

Tins week’s action by farm- 
ers was not “helpful” to the as- 
sociation’s efforts to secure 
compensation from the French 
government for losses incurred 
during the blockade by French 
farmers at Calais Last year. ' 
The forces policing the farm- 
ing’ protests have to deal with ' 
competing interests. While their 
primary duty is to keep the 
peace, they have to balance the 
right of businesses to carry on 
their activity against the free- 
dom of fanners to protest 
Senior police officers have 
considerable discretion in car- 
rying out their duties, and tins 
can lead to claims of either be- 
ing too lenient or harsh with 


protesters. For example, neither 
North Whies police or Dyfed 
Powys police have yet arrested 
anyone at the Holyhead or 
Fishguard protests. In contrast 
there were three arrests - and 
one charge - after a similar 
protest at Dover. 

Yet the Welsh forces insist 
that they will do everything nec- 
essary - including arrests - to 
ensure that lorries get through. 
The defining factor is likely to 
be the level of ags^ement, if any, 
between the loriy drivers, port 
aiitjwrities and the protesting 
farmers over the nature of the 
demonstrations. If there are 
such deals officers are likely to 
take more of a back seat. 

Police in North Wales said 
they are considering criminal 
damage charges over the toss- 
ing of beef burgers into the sea 
by demonstrators at Holyhead. 

More protests were planned 
last night, with new pickets ex- 
pected at Plymouth. 
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Dijana, Dudukovic: Denies all knowledge of the murder 

Police found husband 
had double motives 
of sex and money 


When Dijana Dudukovic was in- 
terviewed in Zurich by British 
detectives following the murder 
of Carol Tucker, they made no 
secret of the fact that they were 
investigating whether she could 
be a spy. 

As details emerged about the 
liaison between Squadron 
Leader Nicholas Tucker and the 
daughter of a Serbian army 
colonel alarm bells began ring- 
ing at the Ministry of Defence 
and Foreign Office. They dis- 
covered that the Royal Air 
Force officer had been making 
inquiries with agencies dealing 
with refugees and asylum seek- 
ers. One fear was that be may 
have been used, unwittingly, to 
provide avenues of escape for 
suspected war criminals. 

Tucker told fte police that his. 
inquiries with the agencies were 
on behalf of Ms Dudukovic’s 
family who had become refugees 
in the former Yugoslavia. 

After leaving Bosnia Ms 
Dudukovic moved into die 
Geneva home of a United Na- 
tions official dealing with 
refugees, Bertrand du Pasquier. 
She is now married and living 
in Zurich. Speaking at her 
home Ms Dudukovic said: “The 
police tried to make me out lo 



Nicholas and Carol Tucker on their 
wedding day 


become kind of a spy, but I do 
; not know anything about thaL 
' 1 4 Tlam not a spy and I know 
- no thing about his wife's death. 
. The police say he killed his wife 
because he wanted to be with 
■; me. They are saying he mur- 
■ f dered her so he could live with 
'; r me. But that is not true.” 

IK; An MoD source said: 

“Think of the equation - a 
- British officer infatuated with 
-the daughter of a Serbian 
C 7 ; colonel, knowing that man had 
links with the senior echelon of 
‘ .the Krajna Serb faction. In- 
' quiries were carried out.” 

Tucker had become besotted 
: .with the beautifU woman half his 
age but he was also married to 
a!5-stone wife four years old- 
er than himself with whom mar- 
ital relations had effectively 
ceased However, if Carol Tuck- 
_ er died, he would get £136,000 
frcmvariCKislifemsuiancepoli- 
■ des. If she diedin a car crash the 
figure would go up to £307.500. 
: the night of 21 July 1995 

tlaiVwhat happened. Driving 
. iw with his wife after dinner 

* Red lion, in Tnklingham, 
^Tbcker missed a turning 
at some deer on the road 
■ : grabbed the steering 

■ ; wp^ aodthe car plunged into 
vflgg&pr Larit- Mis Tucker was 
dead, face down in dial* 

. low water. Tucker bad been 


an interpreter. The RAF offi- 
cer, then 44, was plainly hooked 
on her. He was to tell the court 
at his trial that he found Ms 
Dudukovic “very flirtatious, 
fascinating to be with, very vi- 
vacious’’ and, incidentally, “a 
good interpreter". 

They made an unlikely cou- 
ple, the small plump bespecta- 
cled officer and the glamorous, 
6ft-tall blonde. According to an- 
other officer serving there at the 
time, such was Ms Dudokovkr’s 
hold on the squadron leader 
that military operations began 
to be run on her “whim". 

Tucker arranged for Ms 
Dudukovic to get a visa for 
Britain, and in June he spent a 1 
week with her in the RAF club 

in Piccadilly, central London, in i 

court, the officer admitted hav- 
ing a brief affair with Ms 
Dudukovic but stated that the 
sexual side of their relationship 
had been a “bit of a disaster”. 
The two occasions on which 
they tried to make love had end- 
ed in failure. He added: “Tb put 
it bluntly 1 couldn't hack it 

He claimed that Ms Dudu- 
kovic simply became a good 
friend. But this appears not to 
tally with “schoolboyisb" love 
letters be sent to her. In one he 

had written repeatedly, line by 
line, “I love you" over six pages. 

— Kim Sengupta 


RAF officer guilty of wife’s 
murder in fake car crash 




A senior RAF officer was 
yesterday sentenced to life 
imprisonment for killing his wife. 
Kim Sengupra describes how 
Squadron Leader Nick Tucker’s 
obsessive love for a Serbian 
interpreter led to murder. 


Squudron Leader Nicholas Tucker prided 
himself on being meticulous and careful, 
and he planned Ihe “perfect murder” of his 
wife meticulously anil carefully. The prizes 
he must have fell so near lo his grasp were 
a new life with Dijana Dudukovic, a beau- 
tiful woman half his age, and more than 
£3lXJ.(XXi from his wife's life insurance. 

Bui the elaborate planning that went into 
staging a car crash which killed 52-yc:ir-old 
Carol Tucker was unravelled by painstak- 
ing investigation by detectives who simply 
refused to accept ihe Royal Air Force of- 
ficer’s account of an accidental death. 
Tucker hud throttled then drowned his wife 


in the river Lark at Lackford, Suffolk, in July 
1 995 before* faking the crash. 

Yesterday, Tucker became the most se- 
nior officer ever to be convicted of murder 
outside a war zone. After a 15-dav trial, a 
jury took seven jnd a half h* >urs io find him 
guilty on a majority verdict of 10 to 2. Sen- 
tencing him lo life imprisonment, Mr Jus- 
tice Gage said: “This was a planned, cailuu* 
and coolly executed act. The motive for it 
is that you have become besotted with a 
young woman interpreter you had met while 
serving with the (United Nations] forces in 
Bosnia. This Is an appalling crime.” 

Detectives who arrested Tucfce r described 
his arrogance and condescension towards 
them. EX'icdnv Chief Inspector Michael Bier, 
in charge of the investigation, said: "The 
Squadron Leader thought he had planned 
the perfect murder, he was loo cocky. He was 
a deceitful man w!k> hud planned the mur- 
der of his wife, a woman who was a devot- 
ed wife and mother, supportive and liwal.** 

While earning out investigations in for- 
mer Yugoslavia. Dei Ch Insp Bier and his 


team discovered that a former boyfriend of 
Ms Dudukovic had died in a car crash un- 
der suspicious circumstances, and she had 
been interviewed by the local police. How- 
ever. officers pointed out. that accident had 
taken place in 1993 before she met Tucker, 
and there is no suggestion that she had any 
connection with the murder of Mrs Tucker. 

Ms Dudukovic said about the accident: 
"Yes 1 was interviewed by the police but it 
w as not my fault. This was a horrible thing 
to happen to someone close to you.** She 
is now married and living in Switzerland. 
She did not give evidence in court, and has 
said she knows “nothing about the murder". 

The Tuckers' daughter. Vanessa, gave 
evidence against her father in court, de- 
scribing how her mother had suspected he 
was having an affair just a few weeks be- 
fore .she was killed. Her brother, James, has 
stayed with Ids father. 

After the ease Tucker's solicitor. David 
Shipman, said that his client maintained his 
innocence and an appeal would be lodged 
on the grounds the verdict was “unsafe”. 



Sqn Ldr Tucker: ‘Besotted’ with woman he met in Bosnia 


knocked unconscious, and did 
not know how she had died. 

At least that was the story 
that he tearfully told the police, 
paramedics, doctors, his chil- 
dren Vhncssa and James, and 
his wife's family. 

But detectives were sceptical 
from the start Tucker told them 
he had been driving at more than 
SOmpitbutthe damage to the car 
was so slight thaL accident in- 
vestigators were convinced it 
was going no more than IOmph 
when it struck the riverbed 

The river was no deeper than 
3ft, and at points only ISin. Mrs 
Tucker was known to have a fear 
of water, but did not appear to 
have attempted to scramble on 
to land. A post-mortem exami- 
nation revealed that she bad 
haemorrhaging in both eyes, in- 
dicating asphyxiation, and there 
was bruising consistent with fin- 
ger marks on her chest, and cuts 
and scratches to the back, left 
armpit and left upper arm. 

As well as money, sex was a 
motive for murder, according to 
the police. Sqn Ldr Tucker had 
volunteered for a six-month 
posting as an United Nations 
military adviser in Bosnia where 
he had met 21-year-old Dijana 
Dudukovic, who was working as 
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Foil Accessory Pack 
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166 MHz Pentium " Processor with 
MMX™ Technology. 

16Mb RAM. 1 -6Gb hard disk. 256k cache 
memory. 16 speed multimedia. 33.6Kbps 
data/fax modem. 

Was £999. MODEL: Acros 5166. 


LOWEST 

ever PR» CE 1 1 PACKARD BELL 

1 66 MHz Pentium Processor 
with MMX™ Technology. 

16Mb RAM. 2Gb hard disk. 256k cache memory. 
20 speed multimedia with sub-woofer. 2Mb 
graphics card. 56k data/fax modem with 
speakerphone. 14" monitor. MODEL: Pulsar 16. 
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200MHz Pentiimi* Processor with MMX Technology 

1 6Mb RAM. 2.1 Cb hard disk. 256k cache memory. 

24 speed multimedia. 2Mb 3D graphics card. 33.6Kbps 
data/fax modem with speakerphone. 14" monitor. 
Was£M49-.£W4S:E!199. 

MODEL: AptivaE31. 
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16Mb RAM. 2.1Gb hard disk. 
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SAVE £200 
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multimedia with sirtHwoofet 
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15" monHot Microsoft Natural Keyboard 
Was £2499. MODEL Home Pro W1 233. 


SAVE £400 


SAVE £200 
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200MHz Pentium’ 1 
Processor with MMX™ 
Technology. 

32Mb RAM. 23Gb haul disk. 
24 speed multimedia. 

2Mb An Rage H 3D 
Graphics card. 56k data/fax 
modem with speakerphone. 
Over 30 hip 
software flies. 

Was £1499. 

! MODBj Pwtfbn 8110. 


FREE 


1 VIDEOPHONE 
CAMERA 

worth £199 
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conferences all via 
your PC 
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PACKARD BELL 

233MHz Intel Pentium " II Processor. 

32Mb SyncDRAM. 4.3Gb hard disk. 

512k cache memory. 24 speed multimedia 
and sub-woofer. 4Mb Matrox Mystique 3D 
Graphics card. 56k modem with 
speakerphone. 14" monitor. 

MODEL - Pulsar 24 
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ALL PCs WE SELL ARE GUARANTEED YEAR 2000 COMPLIANT 
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Taxman prepares to fine 1 .5 million as deadline looms 


'■"s 


Up to 1 .5 million people 
face fines for foiling to 
complete the new-style 
tax self-assessment 
forms in time. Louse Jury 
says the stress of filling 
in the boxes even forced 
one taxpayer in West 
Yorkshire to cail the 
Samaritans. 


Almost one in five taxpayers 
have not relumed the Inland 
Revenue’s new forms, only 
weeks before the 31 January 
deadline. A MORI survey in- 
dicates the tax man is awaiting 
returns from 1.7 million tax- 
payers, 42 per cent of whom say 
they have not got around to fill- 
ing them in. 

Another 16 per cent say 
they are having difficulty and are 
awaiting help. Those failing to 
return the forms in lime face an 
immediate £10Q fine and the 
possibility of investigation - 


people out there who need 
specialist advice and arc unsure 
where to turn for help. Some 
have had to resort to family and 
friends, which is not ideal." 
The ICAEW found that of 
those who had relumed their 
forms, more than a third had 
had difficulties completing 
them and half sought advice. 

The most common source of 
advice was a chartered ac- 
countant but this still account- 
ed for only 28 per cent. Many 
turned to family and friends and 
3 per cent or less went to their 
employer or to a bank or buDd- 
ing society. 

The South-west of England 
had the most taxpayers who 
completed the form with case, 
with the Welsh, followed by 
those in Yorkshire and Hum- 
berside, finding it the most dif- 
ficult Londoners were most 
likely to seek advice. 

Richard Shooter, a self- 
assessment expert from a 
Leicester firm, called for the 
£100 fine and interest charges 



bringing in millions of pounds 
in penalties. Interest on tax 
owed will be 9.5 per cent from 
that date and a surcharge of 5 
percent will be imposed on any- 
one who still has not paid by 28 
February. Anyone failing to 
make their return by 31 July 
faces a second £100 fine. 

Although most people found 
the forms easy to fill in- prob- 
lems were evident from 300,000 
returns rejected by the Revenue 
already for -serious errors or 
omissions". 

Anita Momeith, chairman of 
the Institute of Chartered Ac- 
countants in England and Wales 
(ICAEW), which commis- 
sioned the survey, said: -This is 
a new and complicated tax 
regime, causing massive prob- 
lems to taxpayers. 

“There are obviously manv 


to he deferred to the end of 
March to give people more 
time to sort out problems. But 
an IR spokesman said: “People 
will be aware of the importance 
of the January deadline and we 
arc aiming to gel every return 
back next month. " They were 
delighted by many of the sur- 
vey’s findings, he said. A ma- 
jority of people who had 
completed their tax forms had 
found them easy to complete. 
Michael Jack, financial secretary 
to the Treasury, predicted after 
a pflol study in Leicester in 19% 
that at least 1 5 per cent of tax- 
payers would be fined al least 
£100. adding up to nearly 
£150ra. The forms went out in 
April to 9 million high earners, 
people who are self-employed 
and those with more than one 
source of income. 
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DEPUTY 

PICTURE 

EDITOR 

The Independent is looking for a Deputy 
Picture Editor. 

Experience is essential as is an extensive 
knowledge of agencies and 
photographers. 

Enthusiasm, an eye for detail and the * 
ability to think laterally are vital. The 
successful candidate will have previously 
held positions of responsibility within 
the newspaper industry and have 
appropriate management skills. 

You will be someone who takes an 
entirely different look at the news, who 
has a creative talent and the ability to 
search out an exclusive. 

To apply please send a current CV 
with a daytime telephone number 
and salary details to: 

The Editor, The Independent, One 
Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London 
E14 5DL 

Quoting reference IND 003 
by 19th December 1997 
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Snowed under: The 
Inland Revenue Is in 
overdrive, but 20 per 
cent of taxpayers 
have still not 
returned the new 
forms, due on 31 
January. Those 
foiling co deliver 
them by then face a 
£100 fine and the 
possibility of 
investigation by the 
Revenue. 

Photograph: David Rose 
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for Kayleigh’s ‘depraved’ killer 


Hine-year-old Kayleigh 
Ware may have been 
streetwise. But her 
if. tuition could not save 
her from John 
O’Shaughnessy, who 
iured her to a river 
bank, then raped and 
nr-irdsred her, says 
fon fiurreN. 


Kavleign VVrird had only popped 
out fur a bag of chip 1 *, ii was an 
errand for a woman who shared 
the hostel in Chester. Cheshire, 
here the nine-year-old had 
Jived since her iainily had been 
evicted from their council house 
for rent arrears. 

But ii was on the way back 
‘rum the chip shop last De- 
cember that the child bumped 
into another resident of the 
hostel. John O'Shoughnessy. 
The chips were nev er delivered. 

O'Shduahnessy. who today 


starts a life sentence for 
Kayleigh's murder, was de- 
scribed as a “drifter and shifter" 
who hung around the pubs. He 
had arrived at the hostel a 
month earlier with his pregnant 
girlfriend and her three children 
from a previous relationship. 

When the 31-year-old sug- 
gested that Kayleigh took a 
walk with him by the river 
bank she went along. Her im- 
poverished upbringing had 
forced her into a street life 
where she felt at home in the 
city centre, making friends with 
travellers and older children. 

But Mold Crown Court was 
told during O’Shaugbnessy’s tri- 
al that at a remote spot by the 
River Dee, he fell upon the girt, 
barely four feet tali, and raped 
her. ‘TU tell ray mum, TU tell 
my mum," she sobbed during 
the attack. As she walked away 
in tears. O’Shaughnessy de- 
termined that she could not es- 
cape. and strangled her with his 
belt and her tights. 


He threw her body into the 
river. Then he took what John 
Rogers QC for the prosecutor, 
described as “carefully caleu- 
dated steps" to avoid detection. 
He told his girlfriend that his 
clothes had become muddy in 
a fight and returned his boots 
to the shop where he had 
bought them, saying they were 
marked. 

When Kayleigh’s mother 
became worried that her daugh- 
ter had not returned home 
nearly a day later. O’Shaugh- 
nessy was one of the most zeal- 
ous in the search party. 

He was interviewed several 
times by police and an at- 
tempted drug overdose fuelled 
suspicions. But it was not until 
late February, two months af- 
ter the murder, that he finally 
cracked. Hie body was found in 
the riverbed mud on 10 Feb- 
ruary and O’Shaughnessy made 
a midnight call to police to say: 
“I killed Kayleigh Ward." 

Yesterday, Mr Justice Mau- 


rice Kay said O'Shaughnessy 
should serve a minimum of 30 
years. “There is no crime more 
horrific than the murder of a 
child. What you did to Kayleigh 
Ward was unspeakable.’’ he 
said. He called the killing “de- 
praved, cruel and cowardly". 

From the public gallery. 
Kayleigh’s mother. Yvonne, 
screamed at O'Shaughnessy: “I 
hope you rot in hell.” Outside 
the court she said: “Our Jives 
will never be the same now that 
Kayleigh has gone forever, and 
with the knowledge of the 
terrible circumstances around 
her death.” 

Alex Carlile QC. for the de- 
fence, said that O'Shaughnessy 

had been “at risk" when very 
voung but had been nothing 
more than “a drinker and a hit 
of a nuisance". He was the fa- 
ther of “several” children from 
other relationships and there 
was “never an inkling that he 
was a child-abuser" before 
Kayleigh was murdered. 






Kayleigh Ward: Only nine, but at home with street fife John O’Shaughnessy: A drifter who hung around pubs 
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The only 

Toyota Corolla GS 
on earth that 
doesn’t come with 
a power sunroof 
air conditioning 
power front windows 
twin air bags 
power steering 
alarm 

remote locking 
radio cassette 
and tilt steering. 

It’s just not 
on earth that often. 
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The new Toyota Coroils T'h e car w jth the big following. 


M^DEl SHOWN; T0Y0IA CQRQUA WORLD Hfluy Cfik £299,995, TOHJJA COROLLA 3 DOOR GS FROM 112,660. CfiU 0800 777555 FCB DETfiLS. THE CAR IN FRONT IS A ® TOYOTA 


Rape victim’s 
trial ordeal 
angers judge 


A judge called for a 
change In the law that 
allows alleged rapists to 
cross-examine their 
victims, but support 
groups fear there are 
more cases to come. 
Michael Streeter, Legal 
Affairs Correspondent, 
considers the issue. 


Judge Timothy Pontius yester- 
day jaDed for 16 years a rapist 
who had “mercilessly" ques- 
tioned his two victims in court 

The judge said he was not 
punching the rapist for the way 
he defended himself but added 
it was “highly regrettable" the 
law allowed an unrepresented 
defendant “virtually an unfet- 
tered right to personally ques- 
tion his victims in needlessly 
extended and agonising detail 
for the obvious purpose of in- 
timidation and humiliation". 

Later Victim Support, which 
works for witnesses and vict ims 
of crime, said the Government 
needed to act “as a matter of ur- 
gency” to reduce the agony of 
witnesses in future cases. 

A spokeswoman said: “This 
will not be the last case -we fear 
there are others in the pipeline. 
The danger is that it wiO dis- 
courage other witnesses from 
coming forward." 

In June the Government set 
op an inter-departmental review 
on vulnerable witnesses. Its re- 
port is due in the New Year and 
early legislation or a change in 
regulations is expected. 

Ministers are thought to be 
considering plans which would 
protect rape victims from cross- 
examination by their alleged at- 
tackers. At present child 
witnesses are afforded this pro- 
tection, and the idea is to extend 


18 years for animal 
rights firebomber 


An animal rights activist was 
jailed for a total of 18 years yes- 
terday for waging firebomb ter- 
ror campaigns against high 
street stores. 

Bany Home, who blitzed the 
Isle of Wight in a £3m night of 
terror, stood impassively as be 
was sentenced at Bristol Crown 
Court. But more than two 
dozen supporters erupted an- 
grily at the sentence and shout- 
ed and banged against glass 
partitions of the public gallery 
before being removed by police. 

Passing sentence Judge Si- 
mon DarwalJ. Smith told Home. 
45. from Northampton, that 
pre-sentence reports indicated 
that he had shown no form of 
remorse and bis intention was 
to cause tile maximum amount 
of physical and economic dam- 
age against his chosen targets. 

This was urban terrorism for 
a particular cause by which you 
put communities in terror.” 

rhJk C i“ dge Said he ac «Pled 
that he did not intend to attack 
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this right. Another option Is to 
recommend fresh guidance for 
judges, giving them powers to 
prevent cross-examination if 
(hey feel a defendant is abusing 
their righL to a fair trial.' 

At present ministers believe, 
judges arc loo constrained bv 
feats that by preventing effec- 
tive cross-examination defen- , 
dams would have strong 
grounds fur an appeal. 

Following the trial of the 
• 44-year-old rapist last month. - 
the Home Secretary. Jack- 
Straw, said he was “appalled” 
at the women’s court ordeal . ■ 

Passing sentence at Knichls- 
bridge Crown Court the triai 
judge said the rapist, who had _ 
sacked his lawyers, had made re- 
pulsive suggestions to the two 
victims, whose courage in re- 
porting the crimes then giving 
evidence he praised. 

He said the sentence re- 
flected the fact the defendant « 
posed a serious risk lo the pub- ; 
lie and that the rape offences 7 
last year had involved “pro- 
tracted and repeated sexual vi- 
olence of a horrifying degree”. I 

The man. who cannot be : 
named for legal reasons, was 
told that when he is eventually 
released he will have to regis- . 
ter himself with the police un- ! 
der the Sex Offenders Act. 

The jury was not told that in 
the past six years the defendant 
had been cleared of rape 
charges on four previous occa- 
sions. twice because bis alleged 
victims were apparently loo 
terrified to give evidence. 

One of the victims had to 
give evidence twice after the first ' 
jury was discharged following a i 
heated clash with the judge ! 
over his behaviour and attitude , 
towards her. She later asked the 
judge: “Do I have lo put up with 
this? 1 have never been so hu- 
miliated in ray life." 
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human life or limb. Home, 
who was convicted last month 
on 12 counts related to his ar- 
son campaigns, smiled briefly 
and gave a thumbs-up salule to 
supporters in the public gallery 
as he was led from the dock. ’ 
Police believe that he oper- 
ated as a lone wolf in his terror 
campaign, believing that his 
solo operation was the best 
strategy to prevent detection. 

Follow ing his arrest in sum- 
mer last year in Bristol’s Broad- 
mead shopping centre be has 
refused u» say anything to in- 
vestigators. He was detained in 
July 19% after he had planted 
firebomb devices in two city cen- 
tre stores and had moved on to 
a third. Undercover officers 
found tour more small incendi- 
devices in his jacket - all 
timed to go off after midnight 
" Ihey made safe. The fee- 

bomb devices matched unex- 
ploded devices recovered in 
August 19W after four arson in- 
cidents on the Isle of Wight.. 
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NEW THIS WEEK 


UY NO# 
PAYJ.ATER 

INTEREST FREE OPTION 4 
ON ALL PRODUCTS OVER £200 


g, REFRIGERATION 

m k SAVE o £120 


TELEVISIONS 


m* SAVE TOTAL OF £170 



LEC 

6.7 cu.ft. Fridge 
Freezer 

■ 4 Oeu R. trxlge 

■ 2 fully adjustable 
wire tacky 

■ freezer basket. 
Model N176. 

Win £32999 
in-store Pnce 
£26999 


6 MONTHS LATER 




FREE 

• :.4 UJ-'J-n ruv*.Lt •» 



A TOTAL OF = 


TOSHIBA 

33* Dolby Pro-Logic 
Surround Sound TV 

■ 80cm visible screen size. 

■ Fastext for easy access 
to Teletext 

■Sub-woofer. 

■ On-screen display- 
Model 3377. 

In-store Price £1499. 

BUY NOW PAY 

12 MONTHS LATER 


VOUCHER PRICE 

£1399 


MATSU I us 

Control TV 

34cm visible screen 

size 

Model 1AV1R. 

Was £129.99. 


MATSUI a 

20* TV with Mete* 
49cm visible scr«n 

soe- 

Modef 2WIT. 

Was £199.99. 


PANASONIC 21 

WOW Susie TV with 
taunt 51*1 mbit 

^ mwoium um 

to4C4C fra »y9MM IBB PICT S MONTHS LASER 


B K Remote 

S cuamvwx 

£11939 


a 

mcunrsnaoE 

J £17939 


£3 


VOUCHER PRICE 

£ 249.99 


§ EXTRA 

VOUCHER 

CANDY# y j 

CB.fl fridge Iwnt 1 
Model CM28/10S 


1 Hue £279 » BUY HOW MV ( MONTHS LATEX 1 
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VIDEO STORAGE TOWER 

WITH ALL VIDEOS OVER s200 Mode! woo dstack 

BOOKCASE WDK31. Holds up to 2S Video Cassettes, -.smc stops last. 


SONY 38" Widescreen TV with Dolby 
Pro-Logic Simwnd [bppb anmrs price 

MmLwewwf KmM .Q4Q 

see. Model 2EWS2. BPl'J tQ*W 

WasJ»OT. Was £B£«9 

BUY MOW PAY 12 MONTHS LATER 




SONY , _ VOUCHER PRICE 

N1CAM Stereo Video with VideoPlus and PDC ^ 

Model SLVE720. Was £&&&. 11Q 

Was £349.99. In-store Price £339.99. f JfcJ 
riiv ii AW PAY 9 MONTHS LATER iiBF ■■ W 


BUY NOW PAY 9 MONTHS LATER 


EXTRA VOUCHER 


EXTRA VOUCHER 


TOSHIBA Raai w*"*"" 1 

■CAM Stereo Vxfco O Wti l I ftfl 

vvtfawdHMBaniroc MHiV r/H*Joo 

Strict V7J7B Wa tmffl tSmlfWJj 

HMtmr Pitt USB BUTWMWW 9 WHIMS IHB 
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CD STORAGE TOWER 

WITH ALL HI-FI SYSTEMS OVER £200 

Model Woocriack Wire SO or iKasd&tk BooKcsss -i<. 'I'-::-?. 



* • SAV ^ 

— £ ioo 


WHITE K NIGHT 

tnhTUmMe »yw mmm salcmucx 

■ Bnal cool tumble. ■MM JNA 

■ 2 heat settings. ■X4(|l t I /Mnn 

Model 412. RaMifl I IKmATO 

Was £169.99, 


ZANUSSI 1 1fc Condenser Dryer 

■ Reverse nanble 5AUE moce 

■ 2heat settings. || JCTlj £ 77Q m 
Model TC470. KUU ImK «#■» 
Was £409.99. BUT MOW NUT 6 MONTHS LAIBl 


£67999 


FLAVEL MM SAU PRICE 

55an Eye-Level MW JAA 

GasOjofcer V|||]l] C 
4 sealed burner*. t IVMJJ 

Model H0240 CASCADE. 

Was £29049 
WM £229.99. 


LEISURE 55cm Slot-In Gat Cookmr 
Available in Rating Gr een. Rega l Blue w Made. 
Uodd RANGEMASIEB 5lRnn| UlfNn 
Was £79M9. KfTl CWI 
BUY NOW PAY 10 |Tj|l|l O'WftQ 
MONTH S LAJBI MAAJ U0WWJ3 
■idaa-flJW jj-liHIHAi-gl Buredetnonon 


HOTPOINT 

1100 Spin 'Aquarius' 
Autowasher 

Also available in Linen, Mercury, 
Pistachio Green, Ice Blue or Lilac 
Model WM63. 

Was £499.99. 


SALE PRICE 
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EXTRA VOUCHER 
cttt: 
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■TV.vr^rTii u he 


EXTRA VOUCHER 


EXTRA VOUCHER 
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VACUUM CLEANERS 

SAVE 8 HALF PRICE 

free 


MATSUI murmura Utire-Co/npacr 

CDNHao-HM9 mmM ONKVSmX 

m rQQoq 

milker finhh. lUI twiijS 

Model MCH850. W*-. UKH*. Was £109.99. 


EXTRA VOUCHER 



DYSON 

I Dual Cydone j POLO SHIRT 

39 upright awner p-J-Jj 


SONY CD Mi ni Hi-fi 
MuMpUy-pbyt B|OTj 
opts 3 CDs. PW 

Model MHCRX90. II (| I 
Wm£W» illie 

Wm £39999 Was £37939. 


•i Hi-fi 

MRWQBBQSS 
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WHARFEDALE 

M 1 MMW 1 CD Mini HI-FI 

■ MuMptay- P**¥* 
up to 7 CDs. 

■ Tray load cassette deck. 
UodtlSYSM VOUCHER PRICE 

PrirefTW-M. rnn 


FREE , m 

PORTABLE TV |? : . ^ . J 

^ yL 



■ ***•*> stoOn fcm 

1 1200 wan motor. I Ask fardru* 

i Dual cydone 1 — =~— 

filtration 


CAMCORDERS 

SAVE <300 


EXTRA VOUCHER 





EXTRA VOUCHER 
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HOTPQIN TlOOO Sp in 'Aqu arius* 
Aut aw her BIHB saupbce 

WH VA 

WMte.Lmenor RilllcWlOQ 

Uenuy Model WMSZBUKfl 

Was £449.99. BUY KQV MY IB MONTHS UQCB 



DISHWASHERS 

SAVE ?; <130 


BOSCH 

Full-Size Dishwasher 

■ 12 place settings. 

■ Very quiet operation. 

■ 5 programmes. 

Model SGS5002. Was £46939. 
In-store FTtee £369.99. 

BUY NOW PAY 
12 MONTH5 LATEB 

VOUCHER PRICE 

349.99 
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WHIRLPOOL 

1000 Spin Autowasher 

■ Variable spin. 

■ Rinse hold. 

■ 11 programme combinations. 

ESlS 321 - VOUOSRPRia 

kvstore Price £2B9J9. 

BUY NOW FAY fiKUAI 
6 MONTHS LATER tfc ll JT 


HOOVER FiMPomr 

Upright Cleaner 

1200 wart motor WN 

Model U3120. 

Was «Q3 ^t l£M 
Wasfl29.99. 


CJI BWoild^fim 

£DH I B9 bagless deaner 
T._ Model DCP1 BLUE 

CURRYS PRICE 
SALE PRICE Mfygy 

£ ii9j9 £ 199, 9 , 


PANASON IC VH5< Camcorder 

with 14* zoom BOB CURRYS PMCE 

■ DLSlmkwlghL ■ UiHM *WWt 

■ S au(D cxtKBin nxfes RnXriD p qq 

uommxi. LEBS3Li#«ri/99 

tttrr ROWNWSMMmSLAIHl'Asli tortfOT* . 



ZANUSSI Fui-aw D tehMtadier 

■ Unique multlradcngi 

■5£ar 5E3 i299s9 

Was £429m BUT l«)W MY 10 MOUTHS LAIM 



extra voucher 
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EXTRA VOUCHER 


BENDIX 


towfF 



12 MONTHS LXIBl 


BOSCH PuB-Stee Dhhwasher 
■ l£D saft InOcaurr. fW sale pk* 
■S programmes. NM AAA 
Model 5GS5302. KbI ] ,AN ( 
Was £519^9. imjwvv- 
BUY NOW PAY 
12 MOHTHS LATER 


HUGE RANGE OF . * 
,, %F1RES &HEAT1NQ I *.■ 

IN-STORE NOW! 


GLEN 


♦ 
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Electric Fire 

■ 2.6kW radiam/convector output. 

■ Variable heat 
settings. 

■ Convened and CURRYS PRICE 


CONWAY 2106 


CARLTON 
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Fan Heater 

■ 2fcW powerful 
heating output. 

■ 2 heat settings. 

■ Cool blow facility 
Model 2000. Was £16.99. 


CURRY5 PRICE 


til 


PHILIPS Fan Heate r 
■ 2.4kW heat COURTS pike 

output. IrW ii 

a ’SST at £4359 

Model HD3346. Was £26.99. 


DREAMLAND 

Double Qectrie MMIBai 
Underirianket L.1Hj2;|:| 

■ 3 heal lettings. nffniX 

■ Pre-heat facility. KUld 
Model STA2 


Awnirwu 

f24j99 


DELONG H1 8 Co lumn 

Ofl Riled Baifanx BW omryspikx 

■ 1 5 S.W heal ■TV Qi 

output. M fNIoa 

■ Thermonat ■BiriNi W 

cormol. Model OB2021T. Was £89 99. 


GLEN "Glen wood’ Etoctric Flra 

■ 2S Wheal EOWI CURRYS HDCX 

ourput llWJM M 

■ variable heal IttrffH r JO/l nn 

settings IPW:W I J3 

Model 938 




EXTRA VOUCHER 


AJWAbofey 
Pro-Logic CD Ifrfl 
with Tumtabla 
Model ZVM2B0. 
loatn Pnte £49999. SAVE CO -Medd BlEH SRCTBI- 


PACKARD BELL 

Intel* 200MHz MMX™ 
Technology Multimedia PC 
with 56k Modem 

■ 16Mb AAM£3.2Gb hard drive. 

■ 1 5' monitor. 

Model PULSAR 20. Was £1599. 
INCLUDES £1000 

SOFTWARE CURRYS PRICE 

Ask for details- _ — — 

BUY NOW PAY A OnEK 

9 MONTHS LATER 


ACER Intel 166Mhz MMX™ 
technology Multimedia PC with 

MtSdScrR 1 ■mu J 

ami] £899 

BUY NOW PAY H*AJI "* W 
9 MONTHS LATER 


PACKARD BELL “TSSS 

total 233MaMMX n ‘ 

Model PULSAR 23 Was£U99r Was £1799. 
SAVE QD0 -Model 'jnor 150 Aik. lor detasi 


BIGGER STORES 


N0RTHW1CH • LINCOLN 
NORTH SHIELDS • OLDHAM 
GRIMSBY • CHESTERFIELD 
UDDINGST0N • GLASGOW 





NEXT DAY DELIVERY 

6 INSTALLATION 

7 DAYS A WEEK 

On. over S00 home appliances V pU ^ 
b-c- .ipm. 4S hour delivery 
0 ; .snd Northern Irslero- Tou c ; . ; , e-c. 
ch^'^rningcr^ndo,^-^ 
it tiOiue now. Ark in -st ere tu., u,^=- 



PEACE OP MIND 
FOR TEARS TO 
COME 

Up to 5 years expert 
service support 
when you buy a 
Mastered re 
Coverplan 
Service Agreement 
•PLUS INTEREST FREE 
OPTION WHEN 
PURCHASED WITH 
ANY PRODUCT 

over fioa 

Ask in-store for 
details 


EXCLUSIVE 
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With Currys Premier 
Advantage Account 
you can take 
advantage ol any 
credit offer in-store 
Ask for details 



/ 


AWARD 


IN-STORE 
REPAIR SHOP 

Repans 7 days a week 
(same day wherever 
possible) 


A 

GAS 


Available in-store. 

DIGITAL 

COMPATIBLE 

All TVS Currys sell are 
compatible with future 
digital technology 
Subject to the purchase 
of an additional digital 
decoder planned for 
launch during 1998. 


DBJVEKY AMD 
INSTALLATION 

On all hee-standing 
gas arid electric 
r ackers b* CORGI 
regrstcrefl engineers 
(«*tiudes Northern 
Ireland and selected 
Scottish staresl 



7 DAYS A WEEK 

0891 516516 
Calls cost 50p per 
minute 

SAME DAT 


For most large items 
tl you phone before 
Wam Monday to 
Friday and live 
widun 10 miles of 
a Currys pore. 

CURRYS DIRECT 

For direct doorstep 
delivery. Freephone 
0500 304304 or fax 
01442 888145 (9am- 
8pm Mon-Fri. 9am- 
5 30pm Sat, 10an> 
5pm Sun). Delivery 
charges from £3.25. 
Part of DSG Retail Lid. 



BRITAIN’S BIGGEST 
ELECTRICAL STORES 

Afl Superstores offer easy parking, late night shopping and Sunday opening. 
Ring 0990 500049 for dmafls of your nearest store. 

Written quotations from Cunys. Dept MK, Kernel Hempstead. Herts HPZ 7TG. 
Currys »e licensed credit broken. Ask nvapre for details. 



2 W depose of 
£99.99. 41 monthly 


£13-53- Total 
ann*rt payable 
£74143- 


FwbanrilUB flMandow aWmaidepoiii is 
1/ iovSuhjea»aatot*»youopMaOrys 
j Pmng triinuMy AltiMlW. WlltHl Ofdt 
I Bjotafimayaiabkonrt^fimDepimMtt. 

uayiwfc HtmH HmpJWd, Hats MPI 7TG. 
0 (Aflckanti iW 0 ^ I8« ow.31 in korthrm ktbnd) 


BUY NOW 
PAY UP TO 
[12 MONTHS 
LATER 


|>ay 20\ depodt and nothing for the defpted period iwficated wilfi wa 
product You ran then repay the loan Hi full. Im*w free, or by monthly 
ins talm ents when Interest vrifl be charged at an APR of im |A 

MJifc from the date of die agreement. Examriel toed ■ |U1 

on t2 months Buy Now Ray tales Cash ftwei399J9. fllff fll. 
2B% deposit £80- Either pay the loan amount of DlftSS 
within i2 months w 36 monthly payments byama llllHal 
debit of £15.74 Toal amount payable £68164. 
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WATCH OUT FOR OUR VOUCHER SPECIALS! 
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14/WORLD NEWS 


When animal rights mean human wrongs 


Mugabe rethinks 
farms seizure 


Animal welfare campaigners in 
India want to banish performing 
animals from the streets. Peter 
Popham in New Delhi says it will 
be a long time before the 
country accepts Western 
standards of animal welfare. 


It was the saddest, shabbiest little politi- 
cal demonstration you could imagine. Yes- 
terday id the business heart of New 
Delhi, outside the Bank of Tbkyo-Mit- 
■subishi. several dozen ragged youths sat 
'cross-legged in the road. A few held ban- 
ners. Maybe half of them were accompa- 
nied by the performing animals - monkeys 
or bears - which enable them to scratch 
a living of 20 or 30 rupees a day, or around 
SOp; rather less than £200 a year. 

The golden-haired, red-bottomed mon- 
keys. all on chains, foraged for fleas in each 
other's scalps, or lashed out at. enemies with 
fierce hind legs. One was wearing a pur- 
ple velvet coat embroidered with sequins. 
The brawn beats, muzzled, -or with the ropes 
through their noses that make them re- 
spond to orders, lav face down on the tar- 
mac as if doped paws covering their eyes. 
• For once, the bays and bears were not 
an show. They had gathered to campaign 
for the right to continue plying their trade. 
For years, the Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA), chaired by 
Maneka Gandhi, widow of San/ay. Indi- 
ra: Gandhi's older son, has been fighting 
to outlaw the barbaric treatment of ani- 
mals, of which dancing bears and pranc- 
ing monkeys are vivid examples. Also on 
the list is the mistreatment of elephants 
for carnival purposes and the charming of 
pythons and cobras - all a part of the racs- 
merisinglv archaic Indian cityscape, and 


all equally out of tune with modern ideas 
of animal welfare, let alone animal rights. 

The animal boys have their champions, 
too. The small gathering outside the bank 
had spun off from a larger demonstration 
outside the Presidential Palace, demand- 
ing the right to save themselves from star- 
vation. It is the latest initiative in a 
campaign that has been running forlOyears, 
and claims the support of 1 00,000 people. 

How do they respond to the argument 
that treating animals like this is intolera- 
bly cruel? Direndra Pralap, one of the or- 
ganisers of the demonstration, said; “This 
is just propaganda put out by westernised 
environmentalists. So many goats and oth- 
er animals arc killed in the country. 

“If they offered some alternative way 
for the handlers to make a living it would 
be different, but they don't. Without this 
work, the boys will starve.” 

Importing western standards of animal 
welfare to India is undoubtedly treach- 
erous, because the context is so different. 
Some places in Delhi are practically im- 
passable to traffic because of the herds of 
cows that stand about in the roads. Visi- 
tors may assume it has always been this 
way. but locals will tell you it has got much 
worse since Mrs Gandhi launched her 
campaign against the slaughter of ob- 
structive cattle by municipal authorities. 

So at the Presidential Palace yesterday 
the boys and beasts were in the midst of 
what has become a monkey playground: 
Lutyens's heroic architecture is now a vast 
climbing frame for wild monkeys. They 
regularly raid the Ministry of Urban Af- 
fairs, tearing up files. The Booker Prize- 
winning novelik Amndathi Roy lives in 
the area While she was finishing The God 
of Small Things she says she dreaded the 
monkeys coming in through her window 
and carrying off the manuscript. 
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The Zimbabwean government will revise 
a list of 1.505 farms, mainly owned by white 
commercial farmers, that it had earmarked 
for seizure in a peasant resettlement pro 
eramme. The Zimbabwe Broadcasting 
Corporation said the list published on 28 
November was "full of mistakes and fauns 
that should not have been designated" .The 
decision was reached at a meeting of the 
central committee of President Robert Mu- 
gabe's ruling Zanu-PF party “after sever- 
al provincial governors made 
representations that the list did not repre- 
sent their submissions.” — Reuters, Harare 
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Israel snubs Europe 
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The Israeli Prime Minister. Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu. said it was committed to peace with 
the' Palestinians but excluded a big role for 
Europe in the process. Mr Netanyahu, vis- 
itine France, met his counterpart, Lionel 
Jospin, and the US Secretary of State. 
Madeleine Albright. He said he told Mr 
Jospin of a proposal for a period “in 
which the Palestinians would be able to dis- 
charge their obligations, especially in ... 
security ... to assure us that any territory 
that is handed over will not become a base 
for additional terrorism ” France has been 
prominent among nations pressing for a 
greater role for Europe in moving the peace 
process forward. — AR Paris 
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Basque violence 


CONGRESS ENDS UNHAPPY ARRANGEMENT 


The ungainly structure of India's United 
From government, composed of 14 mu- 
tually noxious parties and with the Con- 
gress Party propping it up from outside 
like a flying buttress, finally fell apart on 
Thursday when President Narayanan dis- 
solved the 1 1th Lok Sabha (lower house 
of parliament). A genera] election will be 
held between the third week of February 
and the first week of March. 

The end came, predictably, when Con- 
gress withdrew its support. India's oldest 
parry and the architect of independence 
had been barred from participation in the 
ruling coalition by left-wing parties; it bad 
lent its support solely to block Xhe “com- 


munatist” Hindu Bhartiya Janta Party 
(BJP), the largest force in parliament with 
161 seats out of 543. from taking power. 

But for Congress this was never a hap- 
py arrangement. Sitaram Kesri. Con- 
gress's 77-year-old leader, dispatched the 
coalition's first prime minister. H D Deve 
Gowda, after 1 1 months. Mr Deve Gow- 
da’s successor. Inder Kumar Gujral once 
a protege of Nehru and a successful for- 
eign minister, has managed a mere eight 
months. Hamstrung by his government's 
conflicting urges, be has spent much of that 
time parading his distinguished whiskers 
around the world's capitals. 

— Peter Popham 
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A politician's bodyguard was shot and a 
car-bomb exploded in San Sebastian in at- 
tacks authorities blamed on the Basque Eta 
group. The violence erupted as 23 loaders 
of Hcrri Batasuna, Eta's political wing, were 
due to be arrested to begin serving seven- 
year sentences imposed on Monday for col- 
laborating with the separatist guerrillas. 
Police said the shooting victim. Jose Maria 
Lobato. a bodyguard for a San Sebastian 
city councillor of Spain's ruling Popular Par- 
ty. was in serious condition. 

— Reuters, San Sebastian 


Boris to the rescue 


Bear necessities: Those who work as handlers of performing animals say they will starve if welfare campaigners win 
the debate. Photograph: Mary Ellen Mark. From 'India - A Celebration of Independence', published by Aperture 
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Russia's lower house of parliament ap- 
proved the 1998 draft budget in its first read- 
ing minutes after a dramatic intervention 
by President Boris Yeltsin. The outcome was 
thrown into doubt after the biggest par- 
liamentary group, the Communists, said 
they would vote against The government 
views the budget as vital to help craft a re- 
covery in 1998 after years of economic de- 
pression in post-Soviet Russia and recent 
world market turmoil. — Reuters. Moscow 
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‘Winnie, the arch-manipulator, reduced South Africa® 
time for healing to little more than a cheap gameshc 


South Africa and the 
work! hoped Desmond 
Tutu’s commission 
would reach the truth 
about Winnie Mandela 
this week. Instead, writes 
Mary Braid, the archbishop 
engineered an act of 
sugary theatre. 


In a decade of reporting, no 
.single mnmeni has made me as 
Turn .us as Che plastic -‘recon- 
ciliation" manufactured on 
Thursday hctwoen Winnie 
Madikizela-Mandeki and J« t\ ce 
Scipci. the mother of Stompie 
NloekeLsL 14. one of her alleged 
victims. 

The embrace between the 
women \\ ill he notched up as an 
eternal shame to the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission and 
the brave and dangerous ex- 
periment in nation-building it Ls 
currently spearheading. 

That Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu. Lite TRC chairman, actu- 
al Jv halted crucial cross-exam- 
ination of Mrs Mandela over 
her alleged involvement in 
Stompie s murder fur the fake 
event to take place still seems 
unbelievable. 

The truth and ream- — 
cilia tion theory runs 
some Uiing like this. South .. 

Africans arc bitterly di- k 

vided by their racist past. k 

Whites, in general, lived 
safe and comfortable lives. a 

ignorant or indifferent to ? 

the bnual injustice meted n 

out to blacks. Through e 

the TRC it is hoped a new a 

and healthy nation can be 
built by confronting South tl 

Africans with the truth o 

about their past. Only c 

through truth, the theory £ 

goes, is forgiveness and . 

reconciliation possible. 

South Africa's attempts Q 

to heal itself arc slow, ar- 

duous and painful, with no 
guarantee of success. The 
experiment is being closely 
watched by a world in which 
wholesale human rights abuse is 
all too common and mechanisms 
for dealing with it few. 

That is what -makes Thurs- 
day’s Teleiubhy-styJe reconcil- 
iation so galling. It is still 
difficult to decide whether I'm 
more angry' 'ritb the TRC, for 
being used, or Mrs Mandela, for 
using it. 

For eight days Mrs Mandela 
had listened to allegations that 
she and her notorious Mandela 
United Football Club were in- 
volved in the late iy$0s in at 


lea.vt siv murder*. and many **.*- 
nous assaults. 

It became i»bviuus during ihe 
hearings that must nf the 
ehjrgcs against her would not 
sumd up in a court: the wit- 
nesses eluseci io the violence 
were simply ton flaky. criminal 
or discredited. But some cred- 
ible witnesses did emerge, par- 
ticularly from the families of 

ticlims allegedly murdered on 

Mrs Mandela's orders. 

Tlte hearings also produced 
a largely consistent and ex- 
tremely ugly picture of Mrs 
Mandela and her “hoys". Few 
ean really still doubt that the 
Muihcr of the Nation was by the 
late IdMUs a viulcni. unpre- 
dictable despot, totally unac- 
countable to her communiiy 
und the liberation movement. 

That alone matters when 
Mrs Mandela is just two weeks 
lrom seeking high office in the 
ANC : w hieh would he a spring- 
board to the presidency. 

For some, of course, race is 
ihe only concern. Mrs Mandela 
mast he protected because shu- 
ts a prominent black leader 
and surely only racist whiles 
were intended to be called to ac- 
count by the TRC. 

The view is ili conceived. 


CROC STILL HAS TEETH 


How many chances can a former stare pres- 
ident get? 

Yesterday PW Botha was expected to be 
arrested and charged for faffing to comply with 
a TRC subpoena co testify at a public hear- 
ing into the workings of the apartheid state. 

Instead the Commission gave him anoth- 
er chance - his third - to get invoked with 
a process he has dismissed as a circus. 

The official reason given by the TRC for 
tta issuing of a third subpoena is that the sec- 
ond had technically expired. But it* no se- 
cret that the Groat Krokodil's (Great 
Crocodile) previous refusals to attend the 
hearing are a major political headache. 

The Commission does not want its pursuit 
of him to become seen as the persecution 
of an old and ailing man. — Mary Braid 


Firstly, in this quasi-rcligious 
process, sin had been discovered 
to be fairly widely spread. And 
secondly, the Winnie hearings 
have not divided opinion into 
two district camps - black and 
white. After all. those who suf- 
fered were her own: and the 
families demanding the TRC in- 
vestigate her alleged gross hu- 
man rights abuses are all black. 

Bishop Peter Storey, the 
leader of the Methodist Church, 
hit it right. He said the Winnie 
scandal was about the abuse of 
small people by the powerful, ft 
is possible, he said, (clearly 


with Mrs Mandela in mind) to 
become like those we most de- 
spise (the brutal custodians of 
the apartheid system). 

The context in which Mrs 
Mandeb's alleged abuses look 
place was clearly laid out. Azar 

Cuchaiiu, one of the few brave 
ANC figures to unequivocally 
condemn Mis Mandela (and for 
that he ean expect to suffer if 
she does rise to power), said an- 
archy reigned in Soweto. Thou- 
sands of youths, displaced and 
psychologically disturbed by 
the civil war. roamed the town- 
ship. using un each other the 
ton u re techniques the slate 
had inflicted nn them. 

Jem’ Richardson, Mis Man- 
dela’s former henchman, now 
serving lire for murdering Stom- 
pie. also testified that the hoy 
was tortured using techniques 
borrowed from the Beets. Vi- 
olence had bred violence on an 
horrific scale. 

Mrs Mandela showed no 
understanding of this. She was 
defiant, tinwavering and. despite 
u vague apology prised from her 
by a begging Archbishop Thin, 
totally unrepentant. On Thurs- 
day she was the same old Win- 
nie; charismatic and strong but 
without insight or humility. She 
made a mockery of the 

Commission by denying 

everything and leaning on 
witnesses who later failed 
•r- to show. A consummate 

populist, she turned the 
e TRC into a political rally 

h and used smears, racism 

and sarcasm to swipe at 
" her detractors and ac- 

h cusers. 

So why was she feted 
r like a heroine at the end 

> when the mother of Lolo 

y Sono. in whose murder 

ii Mrs Mandela was impli- 

e cated by credible witness- 

es, was weeping that there 
rc was no justice and Mrs 

y SeipeL having delivered 

the PR cuddle, was silting 
alone and rather lost in the 
emptying hall. The little 
people were once again used 
and discarded. 

This was no lime for cuddles. 
Small people do matter and so 
does truth: particularly in a 
country which lived a filthy lie 
for so long. As the TRC would 
usually tell you, there is no short 
cur to truth or reconciliation. 

Mrs Mandela should never 
have had os much as a sniff of 
reconciliation when truth was so 
obviously ahsenl. It reduced 
the TRC of which I have been 
a defender, to a gameshow with 
Archbishop 71/tu as the weU- 
meaning but misguided host. 
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Gameshow host? Archbishop Desmond Tutu, who halted proceedings when Winnie was on the ropes 


Photograph: Anna Z/emins/uVAFP 
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The Matarese dynasty, 
first seen in The 
Matarese CJrrie. is back 
in all its gjoiy and evil. 


The complete collection of 
short stones from the author 
acclaimed as ‘the world's 
greatest storyteller'. 


James Patterson's 
most explosive and 
powerful thriller yet. 


Sharpe's very first 
adventure, also 
published lor the first 
time m paperback. 


A beginners guide 
to girl power. Do you 
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be a Spice Girt? 


The ancient crystal s-.utis 
that hold the secret? •:■• 
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Scandal may finally destroy the fearsome reputation of Israel's secret service 


A Mossad agent 
manufactured false 
information about Syria 
for five years, misleading 
the last three Israeli 
prime ministers. Patrick 
Cockbum reports from 
Jerusalem on the scandal 
that may finally destroy 
the reputation of Israeli 
foreign intelligence 
service. 


In the summer of 1996 Mossad 
began to report that Syrian 
Alices were massing in southern 
Lebanon, preparing to launch 
a lightning strike on the Israeli- 
occupied Golan Heights. 

The attack never came. But 
Israeli fears created a diplomatic 
furore at the time. Benjamin 
Netanyahu, the Israeli prime 
minister, persuaded President 
Clinton to ask Syria for an ex- 
planation. Damascus came to 
believe that Israeli alarm was a 


smokescreen to mask its own 
aggressive intentions. 

President Hosoi Mubarak of 
Egypt told Yitzhak Mordcchal 
the Israeli defence minister, 
on a visit to Cairo: “This week 
President Assad [of Syria] called 
me at least five times, and told 
me that you are about to launch 
a surprise attack on him." Gen 
Mordechai was cautious about 
the Mossad reports, but in- 
creased the supply of ammuni- 
tion and equipment to the army. 


It now emerges that a 
Mossad agent had manufac- 
tured the information, as he had 
been doing since before l lK >3. 
Israeli censorship has prevent- 
ed the media revealing the 
identity of the agent or why he 
was considered such a reliable 
source, but for five years he de- 
livered reports exaggerating 
the Syrian threat posed to Israel. 

The news could not have 
happened at a worse time for 
Mossad, which means Institute 


Aborigines’ quest for land 
forces Australia to the polls 


Aboriginal land rights. have 
returned to divide Australia. 
After the upper house of 
parliament yesterday rejected a 
bill limiting Aboriginal rights, 
Robert Mi/liken in Sydney $ays the 
country faces an election 
dominated by race. 


John Howard, prime minister of the con- 
servative coalition government, has threat- 
ened to have parliament dissolved and to 
call a general election if he cannot win 
agreement to legislation which he says 
would protect outback farmers from Abo- 
riginal land claims. But, after a stormy w eek 
of political brinkmanship, the Senate 
yesterday sank Mr Howard’s bill when ii 
struck out key clauses that he says are not 
negotiable. 

The issue has catapulted Aboriginal land 
rights to the forefront of Australian politics 
and sparked the country's most fiery de- 
bate on race in memory. It has divided city 
and ecu a try against each other and pitched 
church leaders against politicians. Some 
churchmen have described the govern- 
ment's proposals as “racist", while gov- 
ernment MPs have called on farmers and 
their families to boycott their local 
churches. 

On Thursday, De-Anne Kelly, aq_MP 
in the National Party, the coalition’s junior, 
rural-based partner, claimed that farmers 
in north Queensland were amassing ille- 
gal guns to fight off Aborigines who may 
lay claims to their land. She described Nod 
Pearson, a prominent Aboriginal barrister 
from Cape York, north Queensland, as a 


“thug’’. Mr Pearson says the disputed leg- 
islation amounts to “legal apartheid" and 
has described those who drew it up as "racist 
scum". 

Whether they have intended to or not, 
Mr Howard and bis ministers have man- 
aged to portray Aborigines - who comprise 
15 percent of the population - as a threat 
from which the rest of Australia, particu- 
larly famocTS and miners, must be protected. 
The prime minister raised the stakes ear- 
lier this week when he told government Mft 
that he had entered a ‘‘covenant" with farm- 
ers and miners from which he would not 
walk away. “We don't intend to be morally 
intimidated," he declared. Last Sunday, Mr 
Howard made an unprecedented address 
to the nation on prime-rime television ap- 
pealing to the Senate to pass his legislation 
unscathed. 

The dispute has arisen because of a High 
Court judgment last December over the le- 
gal status of pastoral leases. These leases 
were first granted late last century to al- 
low white farmers to settle on vast outback 
holdings covering land the size of small Eu- 
ropean countries. Aborigines, whose fore- 
bears had lived on such lands for centuries, 
were not consulted and were often taken 
away and pul in white-run reserves. 

The concept of native land title itself was 
established only in 1992, when the High 
Court overturned the legal fiction that Aus- 
tralia was "empty land" when Europeans 
settled in 1788. That historic judgment al- 
lowed Aborigines to make claims only on 
unused land owned by the state. But in last 
Decembers judgment, on a case brought 
by the Wik people of north Queensland, 
the court extended its earlier ruling by say- 
ing that native title and pastoral leases could 
co-exist on the same land Jt added, though, 
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i« if (nlcifigcnLc and Special 
Ta>k>. Its reputation, aided by 
Hollywood and thriller writers, 
was a I wiivn exaggerated. But in 
September it suffered its worst 
and most public disaster since 
it was founded in l u 5I. In the 
Jordanian capital Amman, two 
agents were captured when 
they tried to poison an official 
of Hamas, the Islamic militant 
organisation. 1T» get them back 
Israel had to release Sheikh 
Yassin, the jailed Hamas leader. 


The present affair will dam- 
age Mossad "s reputation even 
further. The disinformation was 
distributed by the agency when 
it was led by Shabtai Shavit and 
Uzi Arad, now the diplomatic 
a dri.se r to Mr Netanyahu. At a 
lime when Israeli military in- 
telligence was saying that Syr- 
ia had made a strategic decision 
for peace Mossad was claiming 

the opposite. 

What were the motives of 
the Mossad official in fabricat- 


ing the information? Israeli 
commentators suggest he may 
have come from the ideological 
right and wanted to sabotage 
negotiations with Syria. They' 
add he may also have been act- 
ing out of greed, suggesting that 
he was pocketing money in- 
tended for a Syrian agent, or a 
desire to impress his superiors. 

The LIS reportedly wants an 
explanation from Israel, which 
has set up its own inquiry into 
the affair. Politicians and gen- 


erals arc denying that they took 
wrong decisions based on the 
false 'reports. But there is no 
doubt that the credibility of the 
agency has been permanently 
damaged among Israel’s polit- 
ical and security decision-mak- 
ers. "As far as we are concerned 
‘the Svrian mess’ is much worse 
than "the [Amman] affair," a 
Mossad source told the daily 
iidiot Ahurannt. “It is hard to 
fathom how such a thing could 
sprout among us." 


that pastoral righLs would always prevail in 
the event of any conflict. 

The ruling has sent rural Australia into 
a spin, with farmers demanding that Mr 
Howard legislate to extinguish native title 
on farming leases altogether. His bill did 
not go that far. but it did make it hard for 
Aborigines to make claims to such land by- 
refusing them the right 10 negotiate and in- 
sisting that they would need a physical, 
rather than a spiritual, or ancestral, con- 
nection with the land to qualify. 

When the bill reached the Senate a fort- 
night ago. after passing the House of 
Representatives, Brian Harradine. an in- 
dependent senator who holds the balance 
of power, joined with the Labor opposition. 
Greens and Democrats, to amend it in ways 
that would give Aborigines wider power to 
make claims. 

Now that the Senate has made those 
changes, Mr Howard can submit his orig- 
inal bill to the Senate once again after three 
months. If the Senate still refuses to pass 
it intact, he can advise the governor- 
general to dissolve parliament and call a 
general election, gambling that he will win 
and then call a joint sitting of both hous- 
es to pass the bill. 

But it is a big gamble. The coalition, and 
Mr Howard personally, have fallen dan- 
gerously behind Labor and their leader. 
Kim Beazley. in opinion polls. Leading 
newspapers have called on Mr Howard to 
abandon any idea of an election fought on 
land rights, which everyone agrees would 
degenerate into an ugly focus on race and 
do Australia irreparable damage as it pre- 
pares to host the 2000 Olympics. But Mr 
Howard is stubborn. The further he digs 
himself in, the less inclined he will be to 
back down and to jeopardise his leadership. 




Land and freedom: The concept of native title in the Australian outback was established in 1992. A further judgmei 
allowed native title to co-exist with pastoral rights Photograph: Cotorif 
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China: the dirty man of the East with a world to lose 


China today produces only a tenth 
<rfthe pollution that America 
inflicts on the planet. But by 2015, 
a rapidly-growing economy may 
lead to it overtaking the United 
States as the biggest producer of 
greenhouse gases. 

Teresa Poo/e asks if ft is too late 
to stop China turning into the 
world's biggest environmentai 
disaster 


In Peking, [he first sign that winter is ap- 
proaching is when squadrons of tricycle 
tarts appear on the streets fenying stacks 
of coal briquettes which fuel the heating 
stoves in the city’s traditional houses. The 
second sign is when one washes one’s face 
at the end of the day and the water runs 
off a dark grey colour. By the time the snow 
comes, the air is so thick with particles that 
the flakes act like a welcome air-cleaning 
system, gathering the coal dust as they fall. 

“Today most Chinese cities are covered 
by blankets of harmful airborne particu- 
lates." said a World Bank report on Chi- 
na this year. Two decades of rapid economic 
growth have hugely improved standards of 
living, but at considerable cost to the en- 
vironment. As well as threatening the 
health of the Chinese, the country's rapidly 
grow ing combustion of fossil fuels is a key 
component in any calculation of haw to lim- 
it global climate change over the next cen- 
tuiy. But China is ad aman t that discussions 
in Kyoto will not apply to developing 
countries. 

Across China, the main pollution cul- 
prit is coal, which provided 78 per cent of 
primary- energy demand in 1995. Accord- 
ing to European Commission officials, Chi- 
na admits that coal's contribution will not 
fall helow 70 per cent before 2050. 

At the moment, the total carbon diox- 
ide emissions of China are about half that 
of the US. with the gap narrowing every 
year. But China rejects this approach to as- 



sessing the situation, pointing out that per 
capita greenhouse gas e missi ons now in Chi- 
na are just one-tenth that of the US. 

Why, it asks, should a country still strug- 
gling adequately to feed and clothe millions 
of its people be constrained by environ- 
mental targets which the Western world did 
not have to contend with at a similar stage 


of economic development? The Euro- 
peans have some sympathy with China, un- 
like the US which is pressing for voluntary 
commitments in Kyoto. 

With China embarking on socially risky 
reform of state enterprises, the environment 
is down the agendo. Asia, generally, is not 
in a position to earmark increased funds 


for the environment following the recent 
economic upheavals. This means that dirty 
industries will probably continue to find a 
home in the EasL 

In 1995, China became the world’s 
largest producer of ozone-depleting sub- 
stances, after the production of these 
chlorofluorocarbons (CFC&) and halo ns was 


banned m many industrial countries. Chi- 
na did commit itself to reducing 19% con- 
sumption of these substances to the 1991 
level but that target was not met. Nor is 
it clear that China will fulfil plans to ban 
the use of CFCs in aerosols in 1 998. 

There is no doubt that China will even- 
tually take global wanning seriously, be- 


A dood of pollution hanging in the 
air over the traffic on a densely- 
packed road in Peking. Two decades 
of economic growth have increased 
standards of Bring but damaged the 
environment Photograph: Rex Features 


cause illuu has a lot to lose. According to 
Chinese studies, a 1 metre rfre in sea lev- 
els, combined with storm surucs and tides, 
would displace 67 million people at current 
population levels. 

However, there is a difficulty in trying 
to focus mimfei on u problem which will not 
lake effect for a century or more, when liuk 
is even being done to address existing 
horrors. 

China is an environmental disaster 
area, as the fa Hawing World Bunk statis- 
tics illustrate: 

• Children in Shenyang, Shanghai and olh- 
cr big cities hint: blood- lead levels averaging 
80 per cent higher than levels considered 
dangerous to mental development: 

•The levels of panicles and sulphur in Chi- 
na’s cities exceeds World Health Organi- 
sation and Giincsc standards by two u p five 
times: 

• The leading cause of death in China is 
now chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
- emphysema and chronic bronchitis -with 
mortality rates five times that in the US: 

• In 1996, less than 7 per cent of munici- 
pal wastewater was treated: 

• And acid rain affects one-third of Chi- 
na's land area; 

“Every now and again you see elements 
of fear in the Chinese government about 
the extent of the environmental damage 
which is done by their industry ." said an El 
official in town this week. Bui China wants 
help from the West - primarily technolo- 
gy - to help clean up the mi-\ i! such .i 
clean-up is to everybody’s advantage. 

Just as Malaysia maintains that the de- 
veloped world should help pay to side guard 
the remaining tropical rain forests, in the 
21st century China may start making the 
same demands over measures to scale hack 
its greenhouse gases. 


North-South rift threatens 
to sink climate treaty 


Poor countries are 
furious about the rich 
world’s proposal to limit 
their rising emissions of 
pollution. Nicholas Schoon 
in Kyoto explains why 
they are so outraged. 


The great north-south divide 
has ii mg threatened to scupper 
the UN climate treaty negotia- 
tions in Japan. With only five 
days left, the threat loomed 
larger last nighl. 

That was because of New 
Zealand’s proposal thal the 
treaty should be widened to in- 
clude most of the developing 
world as well as the wealthy, in- 
dustrialised countries. 

“It’s absolutely unaccept- 
able." said the chief negotiator 
for the developing world. Mark 
Nwandosyn, a Tanzanian engi- 
neering professor. .Argentina's 
representative appealed to New 
Zealand: “Please, withdraw this 
proposal for the good of the 
conference.” 

The unfinished treaty, now 
the subject of late-night wran- 
gling. was never meant to 
euver tile Third World. Two-and- 
a-half years ago. in Berlin, rich 
countries agreed that by the lime 
the conference now under way 
in Kvoto ended ihev - and thev 


alone - would have agreed on 
what cuts to make in their cli- 
mate-changing emissions over 
the first decade of the next cen- 
tury. It was called the Berlin 
Mandate, and it bound only the 
developed world, because ii has 
produced the vast majority of 
greenhouse gases to date. These 
countries still produce more 
than half the annual total 

But emissions are rising fast 
in the developing countries and 
by about 2015 the Third World's 
combined annual output will 
equal, and then overtake, that 
of the developed countries 

Seeing that, and under 
pressure from a Republican- 
dominated Congress, the Gin- 
ton administration wants to 
shift the goalposts. 

In the run-up to Kyoto the 
US has been proposing that the 
big developing countries, espe- 
cially India and China, must sign 
up to at least slowing their 
rapid emission growth. 

Australia feels the same way, 
and now New Zealand has giv- 
en this demand firm expression 
with yesterday's written pro- 
posal. 

It says that at Kyoto the de- 
veloping countries must 
promise, by 2002, precisely how 
much they will slow down the 
rise in their emissions over the 
next 12 years up to 2014. Only 
the very poorest nations, most- 


ly in sub-Saharan Africa, would 
be excluded. The conference 
host, Japan, said the proposal 
provided ‘"a good basis for 
negotiations". 

The EU and Britain were 
more lukewarm, saying that 
while Third World countries 
must be brought into the treaty 
soon, this was not expected at 
Kyoto. The average Chinese 
produces one-eighth the glob- 
al-warming carbon dioxide of 
the average American, and the 
average Indian only one-twen- 
ty-fifth. 

Professor Nwandosya sug- 
gested that if countries such as 
the US insist on the Third 
World making undertakings 
now, the Kyoto negotiations 
will fail and there would be no 
global warming treaty. 

• “Global health warnings" 
should be attached to adver- 
tisements for oil and petrol, a 
pension-fund director suggest- 
ed at the conference yesterday. 

They would be similar to the 
warnings which accompany all 
advertisements for tobacco: a 
short government message stat- 
ing that consumption of fossil 
fuels was threatening dangerous 
changes in climate. 

“This is a precautionary 
measure which al 1 governments 
can readily take," said Tessa 
Tennant, of NPI Global Care ln- 


Britain struggles to meet emission cuts 
as demand for electricity surges 


Up to 1 2 million extra tons of 
carbon will be emitted into the 
atmosphere by British house- 
holders between 1995 and 
21KJ0 us they take advantage 
uf cheaper energy , a report for 
the Government has con- ' 
firmed. 

It say's greater consumer 
choice brought about by pri- 
vatisation will mean an 11 per 
cent increase in demand for 
electricity and a 5 per cent in- 
crease in demand For gas. 

Extra electricity use will 
pump between four and 10 
million tons into the atmos- 
phere in the five-year period, 
according to Oxford Eco- 
nomic Research Associates 
(Oxera). depending on how 
much of the demand is met by 
coal-fired power .stations. 

The increase in demand fur 
gas will add a further million 
tons of carbon. The govern- 
ment has already admitted in 
a written parliamentary 
answer that another million 


tons of carbon will be emitted 
because of the cut in VAT on 
fuel to 5 per cent. 

The report says domestic 
gas and electricity prices will 
fall overall by about 22 per 
cent between 1°95 and 2000. 
Although it was completed in 
August, ministers only agreed 
to puhILsh it last week in re- 
sponse to parliamentaiy ques- 
tions from the Labour MP 
Alan Simpson. 

In another development 
which will affect Britain's abil- 
ity to meet the pledges it 
makes at Kyoto, it has 
emerged thal the Energy-Sav- 
ing Trust, which channels 
money from the Government 
and the electricity industry 
into energy-saving schemes, Is 
to have its budget halved. 

Staff at the trust are ex- 
pecting to hear this month 
whether the cut planned by 
the Conservative government, 
will be implemented. 

The tnisl channels tunUs to 


a wide variety of schemes in- 
cluding cheap, energy-effi- 
cient fridges for low- income 
families and help in buying 
high-efficiency boilers, insu- 
lation and thermostats. 

Andrew Warren, director 
of the Association for the 
Conservation of Energy, said 
Britain's comm it men Is to cut 
pollution would be hard to 
mccL. “If the government be- 
lieves it is proper to have 
failing fuel prices for social 
reasons you have to take 
counter-cyclical measures.” 

.Angela Eagle, environ- 
ment minister, said (here 
would be a consultation on en- 
ergy consumption after Kyolo. 
“The ... report will he taken 
into account in the govern- 
ment's consideration offulurc 
regulation of the energy in- 
dustry and of the achievement 
of energy' efficiency climate 
change targets." 

— Fran Abrams, 
Political Correspondent 
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The end is nigh: stagehands get ready to move in as the Peter Hall Company take their last bow tonight at the Old Vic Photograph: Rui ’.a 

Exeunt omnes. Farewell then to the Old Vic 


Eight months ago Sir 
Peter Hall, founder of 
the RSC, former 
director of the National 
Theatre, launched his 
own round-the-clock, 
seven-day-a-week 
repertory company at 
London's historic Old 
Vic. Now the ‘For Sale; 
signs have gone up and 
the curtain must fall. 

As Hall & Co prepare 
to give their final 
performance tonight, 
Jasper Rees watches from 
the wings. 

As the audience converged on 
Ihe Old Vic to see Shining 
Souls, a homeless man sat with 
hand cupped at the foot of the 
central pillar of the famous old 
portico. From tomorrow morn- 
ing. the company which for the 
last eight months has occupied 
the building will be able to join 
him on the pavement. The 
Peter Hall Company comes to 
the end of its season tonight 
and, because the Old Vic has 
gone on sale, will not be back 
in February as originally in- 
tended. It too has lost the roof 
over its head. 

When darkness falls on the 
Old Vie it will affect the local 
economy of Waterloo from 
beggars upwards. But it isn't 
quite the end for the Old Vic, 
and maybe not the end at alL 
Slava ’5 Snout Shew moves in for 
three weeks over Christmas, by 
which time wc may know who 
has bought the building from its 


Canadian owners. Ed and 
David Mirvish. Most of the bids 
invited in an informal tender 
process are apparently from 
parties with theatrical plans 
for the place. But not all po- 
tential buyers aim to use the 
building for performance, and 
would require permission for 
putting it to alternative use from 
the looil planning authority. It 
was recently reported in The 
Stage that Alan Whitehead 
who runs the Secrets strip 
chain, would be interested in 
turning it into a national lap- 
dancing centre. He must have 
read somewhere that it used to 
be the home of Laurence Olivi- 
er’s National Theatre. 

In the meantime, there’s a 
two-pronged sense of loss in the 
building, stemming from the 
fact that both the resident com- 
pany and the building's man- 
agement are preparing to 
evacuate. It’s very easy to con- 
fuse the two, because the iden- 
tities of both have become so 
quickly intertwined. People 
who work for the company 
speak as fondly of the theatre 
itself as of Hall’s ambitious ro- 
tation of a classic and modem 
repertoire. “1 can’t really ex- 
plain how brilliant it’s been,’’ 
says wig mistress Sarah Palmer. 
“I was with the RSC for 11 years 
before, but this has been more 
family-oriented. We knew it was 
special right from the very be- 
ginning. The building is very 
beautiM and we’re all in one 
place. We have just become 
closer and closer as the year 
went on. Everybody is so en- 
thusiastic about working that 
they’re really putting every- 
thing into it, working through 


their lunch breaks and tea 
breaks. It’s very rare.” 

Tonight Sir PCter Hall will in- 
vite everyone associated with 
the building up on stage for a 
final bow. “I’ll probably cry a 
lot,” says Palmer. “There won’t 
be a dry eye in the house,” 
agrees Greg Hicks, who, as 
Edgar in tonight's final per- 
formance of King Lear, gets to 
speak the last lines the Peter 
Hall Company will deliver on 
this stage. “I will find it very dif- 
ficult,” he says. “I'm privately 
extremely touched that it hap- 
pens to be me that's saying iL 
God knows. I hope it's not the 
last time that Shakespeare will 
be spoken on 
this stage, but 
from what we 
understand 
there’s no rea j 
son to suppose 
that won’t be 
the case." 

Not every- 
one in the 
building is 
specifically 
lamenting that 
departure of 
the Peter Hall Company. An- 
drew Leigh has been the Old 
Vic’s general manager since 
1979, three years before the 
Mirvishes purchases the 
theatre. “It is a wrench but IS 
years is an awfully long time to 
stay anywhere. It’s probably 
good for me that T m leaving. I 
think the acute sensation will 
probably come on 31 January, 
when 1 come to lock the door 
and dose it down and switch out 
the lights and nobody else is 
here. I and my assistant and the 
accountant will be the last peo- 


ple to leave.” He will be using 
the final month to dispose of the 
theatre’s archive. “I am deter- 
mined that whoever acquires 
the Old Vic should not do what 
many other theatre owners do. 
which is just to throw it all 
away." The papers are des- 
tined for the theatre collection 
in the University of Bristol dra- 
ma department, where there is 
a room especially devoted to the 
Old Vic archive. It is partly fi- 
nanced by the Mirvishes. 

Down on the stage door. 
Man Harrington is relinquish- 
ing bis post after a six-year vig- 
il. During the Peter Hall 
Company's tenure, he says, “it 


has been three or four times as 
busy for me. But it’s such a fam- 
ily atmosphere, so it’s going to 
fed like the break-up of a fam- 
ily. Friends say, *why don’t you 
get a proper job?' But they 
don’t understand.” 

The actor whom Harrington 
has signed in most regularly this 
year is Greg Hicks, who has tak- 
en on five different roles, in- 
cluding his lank-haired, 
dribbling Pozzo in Waiting for 
Godot, and was at one point per- 
forming no Jess than nine times 
a week. “Even now it’s difficult 


to grow a career like you gn w 
a pot plant." he says. “You’re 
very rarely in the same place of 
stable growth, which is what is 
what is so brilliant about this 
company. It was a company that 
would grow together. Hopefully 
it will have a continuity. In an 
ideal world it would be here. 
Were Peter Hall to come on 
stage and say. ‘On I January 1 
stan another company ’. I think 
there would be a genuine sense 
of euphoria." 

Hicks, like many others in ihe 
building, has worked in large 
companies before, including 
Ihe National Theatre, “but you 
have a structural difference 
here”, he 
says. "Here is 
this one 
small, warm 
building with 
a lifeblood 
that goes 
right back to 
when it was 
first built in 
the 1860s. 
Without be- 
ing sentimen- 
tal, you 
absolutely feel that in this build- 
ing you can try anything out and 
you wouldn't be condemned for 
doing so. The RSC for actors is 
a more nervous empire. Some- 
times people get lost in the sys- 
tem. This building breeds a 
sense of security. Plus the fact 
that there is a genuine sense in 
this company of everybody get- 
ting a good crack of the whip." 
Thai includes the stagehands, 
half a dozen of whom were re- 
cruited as extras for Lear. 

The secret of the relati* >nship 
between the building and the 


company lies in their mutual 
suitability. Each has had some- 
thing to give the other, and it’s 
unlikely dial eitherwjll find that 
with other partners. The im- 
presario Bill Kenwright is look- 
ing for a home for the company 
north of the river. "But it’s not 
going to be so easy in the West 
End." says Hicks, “just by virtue 
of the fact that it s the West 
End." Meanwhile, rhere will be 
a diaspora of taJenL Leigh is go- 
ing to the Shafisbury. Palmer 
has been offered work at the 
Globe and the Young Vic. 
Stagehand Stuart Goodier says: 
"I may be doing my own one- 
man show. Stagehand work is 
filling in for when I can get 
some acting work." 

"Other employers." suvs 
Hicks, who is bt.und for the 
Gbsgiiu Citizens, “look at peo- 
ple who work in litis building, 
either at the administrative 
level or the stage management 
level or in costumes or w igs. and 
think: if they can make that 
work, they musi he good." 

Harrington 1 m the stage door 
is "going in Chicago", he says. 
It's unclear whether he's re- 
ferring to the city or the musi- 
cal. Both seem light years away 
from a theatre where darkness, 
bar the brief intervention of Sla- 
nt sSnoH’Shtnv. is about to fail. 
As the audience mshes 10 catch 
the last show, it's almost as if 
you can hear the front-of-house 
announcement on the PA. 
“Ladies and gentlemen, will you 
please vacate your seals. The 
Old Vic closes in one minute.” 

The final performance of King 
Lear is tonight ai ~.30p>n. Bax- 
office: 0171-92$ 76/0 


The last line is from Edgar: 

The weight of this sad time we must obey. 
Speak what we feel, not what we ought to say. 
The oldest hath borne most. We that are young 
Shall never see so much, nor live so long.’ 
Exeunt with a dead march, carrying the bodies 


THE WEEK IN THE ARTS 


THE WEEK ON RADIO 

ROBERT HANKS 


Too ‘Disney’ to be life-affirming 


DAVID LISTER 

Gillian W:aring is one of the 
nicer Turner prize winners, chat- 
ting affably and openly about her 
“video art” at the prize dinner 
last Tuesday until the 
moment I raised the question of 
her most famous video -60 Min- 
utes Silence consists of a group 
of policemen standing motion- 
less for the best pan of an hour 
until the odd one shuffles, an- 
other twitches, a 
third lets rip a 
cathartic shriek. 

Were they real 
policemen. I 
asked? Ms Wear- 
ing became coy 
and stuttered. 

We'll take that as a 
no, then. The Tale 
press office will 
neither confirm 
nor deny that the subjects may 
not actually be policemen, nor 
will Ms Wearing’s dealer. Why 
all the evasion over a prize-win- 
ning work of art? Could it be the 
judges comment publicised by 
the Tate that “her work reveals 
the often strange or disturbing 
realities that lie beneath the ap- 
parently calm surface of every- 
day appearances. It also offers 
a rich insight into the lives of or- 
dinary people.” Is it still an in- 
sight into contemporary living if 
the people are acting a role? 


Definitely, says Virginia Button, 
Turner Prize historian and as- 
sistant keeper in the Modern 
Collection at the Tate. “The in- 
sights still hold good.” That has 
to be taking art criticism on to 
another planet 

Some of the talk at the Turner 
Prize dinner was that two artists 
had turned down invitations to 


be on the shortlist Julian Opie. 
who has an installation at 
Heathrow Airport, was one. 
Perhaps the reason artists give 
up the chance of £20,000 and 
national glory is fear of having 
their work analysed by contem- 
porary art experts. 

Some slogans adopted by the 
campaign for free admissions to 
museums could do with a bit of 
spin doctoring. BECTU has put 
out a leaflet with a plea by artist 


Anthony Gortnley. “I feel pas- 
sionately that museums should 
be free - the only way both art 
and life can meaningfully inter- 
act without let or hindrance. It 
is not a commercial relationship. 
One should go to museums as 
often as one goes to the super- 
market, to recharge your imag- 
ination larder.” Not the greatest 
analogy. Man and supermarket 
do have 3 commer- 
cial relationship. 
You pay to sample 
the wares. 

Meanwhile, differ- 
ent attitudes are ev- 
ident north of the 
border. 1 visited the 
Museum of Scot- 
land currently being 
built in Edinburgh 
to show Scotland’s history. The 
museum opens in a year’s time 
and the views from the top 
over Edinburgh and the sur- 
rounding countryside are spec- 
tacular. The different attitudes 
to museum charges come in the 
appeal to raise money for the 
building. Some donors have 
said they will only give money 
if charges are imposed. At least 

one of these is a well-known 
celebrity. I am not allowed to 
divulge his name. Even though 
I’ve started, I cannot finish... 


When humour doesn’t come 
off, we abuse it in purely nega- 
tive terms - it’s unfunny, is all. 
When pathos fails to move us, 
we have a whole battery of 
words to train on iu not just sen- 
timental but mawkish, maudlin, 
schmaltzy, soppy, sloppy, slushy. 

All of which apply to To the 
Wedding, last week’s Sunday 
Play on Radio 3. 1 was looking 
forward to this. For one thing, 
it is based on a novel by John 
Berger, who also helped with the 
job of dramatising it, and his fea- 
ture Will It Be a Likeness? - a 
playful, buttonholing sequence 
of paradox and speculation on 
modern values - was one of the 
highlights of last year. For an- 
other thing, it was produced by 
Theatre de CompUcite. one of 
our most exciting and original 
theatre companies, and you'd ex- 
pect them to have some fresh 
ideas about radio drama. 

Not so. unfortunately. Al- 
though much of the play was 
recorded on location around Eu- 
rope - the characters are con- 
verging from various points on 
the wedding of Gino and his 
HIV-positive bride. Ninon - 
this only paid off at one or two 
points in terms of life-like sound 


or acoustic variety. In fact, the 
production observed quite rigid- 
ly the traditional pattemings of 
radio drama - dialogue placed 
firmly in the foreground, narra- 
tive voiceover done with a close- 
up microphone. 

But you doubt that a more 
lively acoustic could have con- 
vinced you that (his cast of char- 
acters, with their simple dignity, 
earthy wisdom and pure, sensual 
enthusiasms {food, sex, dancing) 
were anything but puppets, 
twitching to the tune of Berger’s 
simplistic Arcadian politics - he 
wants to celebrate the persis- 
tence of family, and love, and 
peasant joys in the jaws of mod- 
em capitalism. And much of 
Berger's language is wooden 
and mock-profound - like Ni- 
non's lament, when she learns 
that she has the virus, that she 
faces “latex solitude for ever and 
ever” (not exactly a great advert 
for safe sex, given that the play 
was broadcast to mark World 
Aids Day). 

It all ended with Gino and Ni- 
non dancing on the sand near the 
mouth of the Po ("We don’t 
need music," she tells him). 
The intention, clearly, was to he 
life-affirming; but if life can 


only he affirmed through such 
artificial. Disneyfied joys, you 
start to wonder whether it’s 
really all it's cracked up to be. 

It's a relief to turn from this 
to the lightness and scepticism 
of Hello, Darling. I'm Home 
(Radio 2. Tuesday), in which 
Russell Davies looked at how the 
BBC has depicted the family 
over the years. This was a far 
more politically searching pro- 
gramme than To the Wedding: 
Davies showed how a caricature 
of the nudear family ( mum. dad. 
boy. girl 1 has been permitted to 
dominate broadcasting in a way 
it has never dominated society, 
and in doing so made you realise 
how conservative and narrow 
that vision of Ihe family is. 

He also fitted in a range nf 
alternative human experience: 
Terry Scon’s bizarre obsession 
with the depth of his daughter's 
sexual knowledge; the Oedipal 
excesses of the Ronnie Corbett 
vehicle Sony!; Beryl Bainhridgc 
describing how her mother-in- 
law tried to shoot her and a long, 
if ultimately fruitless, consider- 
ation of the role of themmher- 
in-law joke. No sentimental 
gravity here - just lightness and 
airy- wit. 



It’s far from over for 
laddism’s nice guy 


Lee Hurst 
Wimbledon Theatre 


e game’s up for New Lads, 
tics are whispering. They 
nk it’s all over for They 
ink It's AU Over. 
rhere was precious alw 
den ce of the decline and fall 
the New Laddish empire, 
wever, in the reception ac- 
ded to Lee Hunt’s stand-up 
wr at the Wimbledon 
eatre on Thursday. His every 
, was wildly applauded by a 
mired audience which en- 


pelitive bamercangetonyour 

wick. But on his own with no 
one else to best, he is much 
more relaxed, able to run with 
his more inspired riffc without 
trampling over other people. 

That's' not to say that the 
whole show is as smooth as his 
trademark pate, ironically, for 
instance, his closing routine 
about They Think It s AU Over 
- along the lines of “oh, the 
laughs we have behind the 
scenes" - rather dragged There 


ences warm to him' as though 
he were that funny Woke from 
the pub who’s just happened to 
wander on stage. 

He got big whoops of recog- 
nition when he declared that 
“every bloke in this room will 
agree' that buying a kebab on a 
Saturday night is the final ad- 
mission that you’re not going to 
pull Even the kebab-shop own- 
er joins in - ‘would you like 
chilli sauce on your no-sex 

• .O’ ** 

evening. 

for a man known as the most 
laddish thing this side of a stag 
night. Hurst is also capable of 
surprising subtlety. He imag- 
ined a yuppie on the phone 
flicking through his Fflofax on 
the phone at the moment the 
IRA bomb at the Nat West 
Tower went off: u I\e got a win- 
dow in my diary. No, I really 
bave got a window in my diary.” 

Whatever label is attached to 
him - laddish. childish, or just 
plain daft - Hurst is an unde- 
niably accomplished and ami- 
able stand-up. As an encore he 
generously ceded the stage to 
an audience-member who 
came on to propose publicly to 
his girlfriend. When she 



were also sequences blue 
enough to bring a blush to the 
cheeks of the stucco angels 
strumming harps around the 
proscenium arch. 

At other limes, the show 
veered into childish material 
which chimed rather too read- 
ily with the primary-colours 
set and teddy-bears-and- 
balioons backdrop left up from 
the afternoon's Play-days stage- 
show. Did we need to hear 
about his bout of diarrhoea in 
quite such detail? 

.All the same, the majority of 
Hurst's act affords him the op- 
portunity to show off his best 
profile as Likable Lee. Audi- 


acccpted from the front of the 
circle. Hurst proved his ad lib 
acumen by calling up to her 
“There's a car available if you 
want to get away. We’ve got a 
safe-house ready. Salman’s a 
really nice guy - you’ll get on 
with him.” 

With that, he went off to the 
sort of cheers once reserved for 
World Cup-winning goals 
scored by another diamond 
geezer called Hurst. 

Lee Hunt plays Northampton 
Demgate (01604 24S11) tonight, 
and Plymouth Pavilions (01752 
229922 ) on Monday. 

James Rampton 


A homespun Irish 
tale with heart 


Sive 

Tricycle Theatre, London 


Sive. a teenage orphan living 
with her aunt, unde and grand- 
mother in the unyielding cli- 
mate of rural Ireland, is 
desperate to learn the truth 
about her parents. “All ! know 
about my mother is that she 
died when 1 was a baby.” Un- 
beknown to her. she was con- 
ceived out of wedlock and her 
absent father drowned just 
days after she was born. 

Anyone who saw Martin 
McDonagb’s The Cripple of 
Inishmaan will be experiencing 
a weird kind of ddja iw. That 
play pivots around an almost 
identical set of circumstances. 
This one also opens with a 
scene between a cantanker- 
ous grandmother and her 
tough daughter-in-law, thus 
mirroring McDnnagh’s first 
bit. 77n? Beauty Queen of 
Leenane. 


Before anyone leaps to the 
conclusion that John B Keane 
is clambering aboard McDon- 
agh’s “Oirish" bandwagon, 
there are two crucial facts to 
consider. First. Keane is Irish 
through and through as op- 
posed to Camberwell's Me- 
Donagh. Secondly. Sive was 


Then, as now, th< 
cem for poverty-strk 
ers is money. Mike 
VInnie McCabe) coi 
having earned an i 
£16 and In shillings.' 
into harsh perspectiv 
learns from his intrai 
Mena ( implacable 
O 'Dwyer) that thank 
e;il matchmaker, tl 
m.ike £2i H l if they agr 
ty off their niece. T 
has “grass for 20 cot 
““K- besides”: onlv 


he’s nearly four times Sive’s age. 
The rest of this everyday story 
of country folk is taken up with 
the tussle of tbeir consciences 
as they try to separate 
romance from reality. 

Keane builds up the cases 
for and against with a ripe 
poetic language. “Never, if the 
sun, moon and stars fall down 
out of the heavens,” is Mike's 
initially horrified reaction to his 
wife’s fierce urgings. Else- 
where. notably in the contrived 
structure with its all-too -con- 
venient appearances and 
absences, the almost home- 
spun tale is, frankly, taokey. But 
just as you are about to write 
him off, he builds a scene of 
high tension around an unread 
letter sitting centre-stage, its 
inflammatory contents burning 
to be read. 

That so much of this amus- 
ing play works, despite its 
creakiness, is a tribute to the 
east in this Watford Palace- 
Theatre co-production. Direc- 
tor Ben Barnes misses oppor- - 
(unities to investigate and ignite 
atmospheres between some of. 
the characters, but Simon 

0 Gorman as the matchmak- 
er fills the stage with energy,- 
beginning with a seemingly - 
benign cunning and building 
to a captivating, gxeedfy 
rulhlessnesx. 

Keane knows there are 
good yarns and much dramat- 
ic mileage to he spun out of 
clo^-d ci immunities. Although 
be leans t. » wards old-fashioned ' 
melodrama, he has one char- 
aci eristic (in spades) that Mc- 
Donagh entirely lacks: heart. 

he final plot twist is affecting 
rather than merely clever. In- 
Mead of snuftessiy parading 
_ dramatist’s skills, his surprise 
takes you deeper into the world . 

1 his characters, * 

To 17 Jan {0171.328 1000 ) 


Dcvtd Benedict 
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Ever heard the Algerian national anthem? 

Why Nike wanted you to, and how the stunt failed 




m: 


It was the Consumer's Revenge. Or ] 
the PR man’s Nightmare. The 
Olympic champion, Quincy Wilts, was j 
into the back straight of the 400 
metres and the gold looked in the bag 
when suddenly the sole of his Nike 
shoe parted from its upper. Witts stag- 
■ gered across the finishing line in 
fourth place. It was a spectacular and 
humiliating public relations disaster. 
For (he athlete was at that point the 
focus of a television commercial for 
super-cushioned Air Max shoes made 
by Nike. Wats took his shoes and very 
publicly dumped them in a rubbish bin. 

That was at the World Champion- 
ships a( Stuttgart in 1995. but they arc 
stiU gloating at Adidas. N ike’s chief 
rival, where the year after staff 
punched the air in triumph when their 
man Donovan Bailey, in the space of 
just 9.84 seconds, became the Fastest 
Man in the World wearing Adidas 
shoes. 

Not that Nike did not get its 
revenge. At the 1996 Olympics in 
Atlanta 12 firms paid £28m each to 
be named official sponsors. Adidas 
was one of them. Nike was not But 
it stole the thunder by buying up every 
prominent billboard in town and 
plastering them with hard-hitting 
Nike ads which stole all the media 
attention. It also built its own Olympic 
village and then paid huge sums to all 
the (op stars to appear there. It was 
so successful that in the run-up to the 
recent Olympic bid the games* gov- 
erning body insisted that every bidding 
cily had to buy' up all its poster sites 
for a six-week period covering the 
games to prevent a repeat. 

So Nike have turned their atten- 
tion to football and the World Cup in 
France. There, Adidas have paid to 
set up an official “village" beneath the 
Eiffel Tower. Nike have been out-ma- 
noeuvred by the authorities so that 
they are able to locate their village only 
on Lhc outskirts of the French capi- 
tal. In response Nike have set the mar- 
keting industry abuzz with reports that 
the firm is to spend £20m on stunts 
to upstage Adidas again. Adidas are 
threatening “counter-stunts". 

It's what the industry calls “gueril- 
la marketing". It is aggressiye and im- 
pertinent, according to Roger Baird 
of Marketing Week, who has spent the 
past month unsuccessfully trying to 
find out what the stunts might be. Of 
course, there may be none. Hype is 
•an integral pan of the conflict which 
for ail its "guerilla" tag is taking on 
the characteristics of a full-scale set- 
piece big battle which makes the 
ancient conflict between Coke and 
Pepsi seem tame. 

Indeed Nike has recently beaten 
Coca-Cola. Virgin and other pushy 
contenders in the UK advertising, 
marketing and PR industries list of 
Top 20 ■'super-brands". Sportswear is 
now the big league. Almost half the 
shoes sold in the United Stales now 
are trainers. 

More than that, sportswear is 
serious fashion. Not that it has that 
much to do with sport. Everyone from 
President Bill Clinton to Liam Gal- 
lagher of Otisis wears Adidas ( ft «r con- 
trast. Blur’s Damon Alburn wears 
Nike). Only about a fifth of the gear 
that Adidas sells is actually worn for 
sport. "Eighty per cent of our pn*d- 
ucis are used for leisure," said an Adi- 
• das spokesman. “Sport has become 
" * the pop of the Nineties. Sportswear 


popular training shoe among burglars 
is the Nike Air Max, according to one 
police survey. Nike has begun to 
open N ike-only stores, styled in the 
portentous manner of a cultic temple 
from the period of the Antiquities 
rather than a mere shoe-shop. 

Image is everything. It may only be 
Nikc's technical experts who have its 
trademark tick -which NDte-meu call 
the "swoosh" - tattooed on their 
thighs, but it is not uncommon to see 
street-smart kids with it shaved into 
their stubbled hair. 

But image costs. Between 1987 and 
1990, the average price of a training 
shoe in Britain doubled from £24.99 
to £49.99, and today, prices of between 
£99 and £200 are common. Football 
shirts, running pants and sweatshirts 


BY PAUL VALLELY 


‘Eighty per cent of 
Adidas products are 
for leisure. Sport 
has become the pop 
of the Nineties’ 


• . nuIcs have gone at a phenomena) 
"• rate in the past five years." 

The ultimate endorse- 
ment N that of the crim- 
inal classes: the most 




are all similarly inflated. Retail prices 
are often 600 per cent of what it 
actually costs to produce the goods. 

It is not hard to see where a lot of 
that margin goes. Nike pays out huge 
sums to major sporting superstars such 
as Tiger Woods. Pete Sampras and 
Eric Cantona. Michael Jordan, the leg- 
endary point guard for the Chicago 
Bulls basketball team, is reputed to 
earn $ 10m a year from his Nike deoL 
Andre Agassi, who wore a Nike base- 
ball cap throughout his Wimbledon 
triumph, is paid about $2m a year. 
They do their best to earn the money. 
Michael Johnson wore gold trainers 
with a massive Nike tick when he won 
bis Olympic gold medals in the 200 
metres and 400 metres. Shane Wune, 
the Australian bowler, wears a Nike 
ear-ring. 

It is all along way from the small 
shop lit only by a paraffin lamp in 
which in the 1920s Adi Dassler and 
his brother Rudolf, two sports- mad 
cobblers, began in Heizogenaurach, 
not far from Nuremberg, to make 
shoes for track and field athletes and 
footballers. In 1936, the black athlete 
Jesse Owens disproved Hillers Aryan 
theories at the Berlin Olympics when 
he won four Olympic gold medals 
wearing their shoes. The distinctive 
Adidas brand mark of three white 
stripes was developed in those days as 
a way of bolstering the shoes’ sides. 

More than 30 years later. Bill 
Bowerman, a track coach at the Uni- 
versity of Oregon, and Phil Knight, a 
college runner, founded a similar 
business in America. The name Nike 
- the Greek goddess of victory - came 
to one of Knight’s partners in a 
dream. A local graphic designer was 
paid $35 to come up with the Nike 
"swoosh”. 

Today both have moved beyond 
running shoes into a whole range of 
sportswear. Nike now spends £5.6bn 
on marketing alone and commands 
about 35 per cent of the massive 
global market. Adidas trails behind 
with £2bn. but it has recovered from 
the losses incurred earlier this decade 
when it was owned by the disgraced 
French politician Bernard Tapie, who 


bought it from Dassler’s widow. 
Under the chairmanship of Saatchi’s 
former chairman Robert Louis Drey- 
fus, it has almost totally revamped its 
product range, adopted a more 
aggressive marketing strategy and 
overtaken the industry's third big 
player, Reebok, which was the mar- 
ket leader in the 1980s but which now 
spends a mere $400m a year on spon- 
sorship. Behind the big three is a pack 
of smaller companies such as Pony, 
Puma and Mizuno, and Britain’s Um- 
bra, which has stitched up the Eng- 
lish football kit scene. 

Until recently football remained 
outside the Nike sphere of influence. 
But the company’s strategists have re- 
cently decided that this is the great bote 
in the sportswear market First they 
signed an eight-year sponsorship deal 
with the US Soccer Federation worth 
£74m - a small investment, its analysts 
reckon, against the rime when football 
takes off in America. Then, earlier this 
year, Nike signed the biggest spon- 
sorship deal in the history of market- 
ing - a £20Qm package with the 
Brazilian national football squad. To 
that they have added the national 
squads of Italy, Holland. Nigeria and 
Korea. They have also bought up a 
series of individual players, including 
a £10m contract with the Liverpool 
striker Robbie Fowler. They are ready 
to challenge Adidas, which has done 
deals with Germany, trance, Spain, 
Argentina, Yugoslavia, Romania, Swe- 
den, Hungary, Morocco and China. 

But at a cost. It is not just that 
clashes occur when a player is spon- 
sored by one firm and his team by an- 
other. They try to keep that quiet. 


sored by Mizuno to race in "wonder 
shoes that will smash the world 
record". He lost to Carl Lewis, who 
everyone had written off as past his 
prune. 

But it was not just the reckless pre- 
dictions which made Nike ads con- 
troversial Tbere was something about 
their aggressive lone. "It got them a 
lot of coverage in Atlanta," recalls 
Roger Baird. "They had ads with 
athletes throwing up as a sign of bow 
gruelling the games were.” 

In Chicago, at a time when more 
than 100 youths had been killed for 
their trainers in the previous couple 
of years, a Nike commercial with the 
catchline "Get Some" was taken off 
the air after being said to glamorise 
gang warfare. A black civil rights group 
led by Jesse Jackson urged a boycott 
of Nike products fora time. But the 
row did nothing to depress Nikc’s gen- 
eral sales. Nor, apparently, did the 
controversy when US Muslims 
protested about a new Nike logo in- 
tended to look like flames on a line 
of basketball shoes with names like 
"Air Bakin’" and "Air B-Que” - un- 
fortunately the flames resembled the 
word ‘Allah" written in Arabic script 
After a threat to urge Muslims around 
the world to boycott Nike products, 
the firm withdrew the line and donated 
$50,000 for a playground to an Islamic 
elementary school in the United 
States. 

Then there was the “good-vs-eviT 
ad, in which a team captained by Eric 
Cantona saw off a team of cyberspace 
and ended the match by booting the 
ball right through the stomach of one 
monster. It was banned from Danish 


although news of it leaked when ’ cinemas and criticised by the football 


Nike objected to the fact that almost 
half of the England rugby team 
appeared in a variety of footwear 
against Canada at Twickenham 
recently. Nike was annoyed to discover 
that the ace goal-kicker Rob Andrew 
preferred boots made by Mizuno. 
They insisted that he blacked out the 
tell-tale white marks in future. 

Nobody who knows Nike was sur- 
prised. “They are brash and arrogant, 
but they are in such a strong market 
position that you ignore them at your 
peril," said one insider. Indeed. But 
their brashness can cause them prob- 
lems. During the 1992 Barcelona 
Olympics, they had the magister- 
ial pole-vaulter Send Butelca at 
the centre of their ad cam- 
paign. "Spanish air traffic 
control has been informed," r 4 
said the ad. It was embar- Hv ■' 
rassing, therefore, when / 
Buteka “no-beighted”. Then 
there was the great 1500 me- ^Rg 
ties hope, the Algerian Noured- 
dine Morceli, another Nike 
athlete. “Ever heard the Algerian V 
national anthem? You will," said the ■ 
Nike ad. And everyone did - but M 
only when another Algerian, 
Hassiba Boulmerka, woo one of ^Kj 
the women’s races - wearing 
someone vise's shoes. Poor old 
Morceli was thrashed. An- fl|| 
other Nike great while hope, 

Daniel O'Brien, didn't even ■||| 
get through the US trials. 

The schadenfreude was 
not justN ike's, of course. In 
a world of rash claims, the 
100 metres world record- 
holder, the American ^R 
Leroy Burrell, was spun- ^R^fRig; 


authorities, Fife and the Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee. 


But the most serious controversy, 
and one which is still growing in the 
United States, is over the low pay and 
appalling conditions of sport -shoe 
makers in Thailand and the Ptnfip- ‘ 
pines. A report by Christian . Aid 
showed that a woman worker pro- 
ducing Nike trainers in China would 
have to work nine hours a day, sk days 
a week for 15 centimes, on current 
wages, to match the £929,113 salary of 
NDce’s head, Phil Knight One facto- 
ry in Vietnam was reported to have 
made 61 women nut two laps around 
a plant to discipline them for failing 
to meet production quotas and for 
wearing improper footwear. 

President Clinton, in an attempt . 
reverse months of disastrous public- 
ity generated by the reports of ill-treat- 
ment of factory workers around the 


Nike was annoyed 
that England’s Rob 
Andrew preferred a . 
rival. They insisted 
that he black out the 
tell-tale white marks 


world, got Nike and other companies 
to sign an unprecedented agreement, 
a code of conduct on employment 
practices around the globe. Nike and 
the others would undertake to hon- 
our a 60-hour maxim um working 
week -with overtime not to be forced 
- and to respect the minimum wage 
laws of the countries in which plants 
are located. They also undertook not 
to employ workers under the age of 
14. In return, companies abiding by 
the code will be able to sew "No 
Sweat" labels into their products to 
reassure shoppers that in spending 
their money they are not indirectly 
supporting slave labour. 

It may not be enough. “They've 
agreed a code of conduct but they 
haven’t agreed on how to monitor it,” 
*says Bethan Brookes, a researcher for 
KkChristian Aid. “They want to mon- 
gjHL itor it themselves or get their au- 
§1® ditors to do it We think 
that's not indepen- 
•. dent enough." 

Nor many 

US consumers. 

Recent . re- 
• ports are that 
of 

jTTFl Nike’s top 

jK Amencan 

f°° ^aD 

|p Y are 

^ • ■■ consider- 

f 4 *JR ing tenni- 

nating . 
tbeirspon- 

*0** ti Y^^^#R sors£u "P COQ ' 

ri tracts, so 
J|| : „ HI, disquieted 

¥ are they. 

Yhe market 

apf for training shoes 
has in any case taken 
a downturn in the Unit- 
||H ed Stales. Shares In Nike have 
MB fallen heavily in the US this 
H|H summer. American kids are 
turning their backs on train- 
iH& ers in favour of more 
IjjHpf: rugged footwear. Whether 

JK. ■ : • the cause is concern over 

IRK-' . ethics or mere changes 
IgjKLr in teenage fashion, one 


thing is dear: the European and 
world-wide soccer ma&ei becomes in- 
creasingly important to Nike and its 
rivals: . 

Nike has begun to take soccer very 
seriously. Europe’s footballers are now 
finding that the money to be made 
from sponsorship can far outstrip their 
earnings from spent Paolo Maidini, 
the Italian footballer, made more last 
summer from a Nike poster campaign 
than from playing in £uro 96. (Other 
soccer stars featured] in the cam- 
paign, mHnd'mg Fric rantnna, pinked 
up large amounts of money without ■ 
even kidring abafl in the tournament.) 

Already an direct impact on the 
sport is discernible. Is toe summer 
Nike acted as a broker in football’s 
bigg£st-ever transfer - the £18m deal 
of Brazilian star Ronaldo, whom 
Nike sponsors, from Spain’s 
Barcelona to Inter Milan of Italy. At 
first, insiders say, the company advised 
him against the transfer. At one 
stage, to protect its investment in the 
Brazilian star, Nike considered buy- 
ing out his contract and lending him 
out to its sponsored football chibs 
around the world. Eventually a deal 
was done, but it was the first one in 
which a sponsor has interfered with 
football’s decision-making process. 

Tb Nike and Adidas there is noth- 
ing new in the idea. Earlier this year 
they organised two artificial events 
which have no bearing upon the for- 
mats of the athletics the events were 
rooted in. They created artificial dis- 
tances. Donovan Bailey tv Michael 
Johnson was billed as the Olympic 
100m champ vs toe Olympic 200m 
champ and as Canada vs USA But in 
reality the $150m showdown at Tbron- 
to’s SkyDome was Adidas vs Nike. 
Johnson, toe American sprinter who 
won gold medals for both 200m and 
400m at last s umm er’s Olympic 
Games, had signed a six-year $12m 
endorsement deal with Nike. Bailey was 
already in the Adidas stable. The 
hype before the event was formidable 
but the race itself was a flop, with John- 
son pulling up short with an injured leg 
halfway through. He was ignominious^ 
taken off the course in a golf-cart. 

The day before, in Holland. Adi- 
das had put up a Jim prize for a world 
two-mile record. The protagonists 
were Noureddine Morceli of Algeria 
and Ethiopia's Haile Gebreselassie - 
two of Adidas's leading clients. The 
winner would get the $lm if he went 
under the eight-minute mark. They 
failed. But non-Adidas athletes were 
not invited, so the impressive Kenyan 
runner, Daniel Romeo, who may 
well have beaten them both, was ex- 
cluded, By coincidence, Komen hap- 
pens to run for Nike. 

. Will we see such manipulation in 
football now? Nike have recently 
signed the Scottish champions. 
Rangers. “Nine out of ten: must do 
better,” says the ad slogan it has 
ostentatiously posted outside Celtic's 
ground - Celtic set the record of nine 
league titles in a row, which Rangers 
has now equalled and hopes to beat 
It is typical Nike. But what practical 
consequences, insiders are beginning 
to wonder, may follow when the 
Nflce-men start pulling the strings? 

Nike hopes to acquire an invest- 
ment in the England team now. Eng- 
land is in the process of negotiating 
a new kit deal. Alltoe big global com- 
panies, including Adidas, have ten- 
dered fo supply the national team's kit, 
which is currently provided by Umbro. 
Nike are. toe favourites to replace 
thdm. Not everyone will feel easy at 
the prospect. 
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Once the British knew of faraway places 
and distant cultures by trading with them, 
invading them, christianising them and 
coloneang them. Now we play football with 
them. On the whole, football is the bet- 
ter way. The popular stereotypes of im- 
perialism and war - of noble savages, 
backward races, cannibals, pygmies, 
nabobs, of heartless huns and inscrutable 
Japanese - are giving way to an equality 
of respect and a better understanding of 
the world. Football is the most powerful 
agent of modem internationalism. 

This week's World Cup draw was one 
vast, popular geography lesson. Who 
knew or cared that Colombia had been 
turned into a land of refugees, its gov- 
ernment powerless to stop right-wing 
paramilitaries wreaking revenge on Marx- 
ist guerrilla sympathisers, until England 
drew it in Group G on Thursday night? 
After all, the only reason most people 
could tell it apart from a space shuttle be- 
fore Thursday, or know which continent 
it is in, was because Faustina Asprilla plays 
for Newcastle United. 

The Scots, meanwhile, might feel that 
they know too much already about Brazil 
and Norway, a tribute to the educative 
power of global sporting prowess. 

Who, though, could have expected the 
staid International Herald Tribune to print 


the entire draw on its front page under the 
headline, “Cup draw pairs US and Iran"? 
The idea of a nation peopled entirely by 
fundamentalist rau Hafts and women in 
deep purdah taking to the turf in studded 
boots, shorts and shirts covered in ad- 
vertising logos is enough to give ihe pop- 
ular imagination pause. As the Trib rather 
drily commented, “it is hard to imagine 
two countries with less love for each oth- 
er than *.he United States and Iran" (ex- 
cept possibly Iran's neighbour Iraq). 
Perhaps :he shared experience of the off- 
side rule will bring greater mutual un- 
derstanding. 

Football has already started to dissolve 
the myth cf Iran as a drear theocracy, as 
Robert Fisk reported in our pages earli- 
er this week. Sure, Allah was given the 
credit for the two goals in seven minutes 
in Melbourne which secured Iran’s place 
in the finals, but the nation - even some 
of its women - rejoiced in distinctly sec- 
ular fashion when the victorious team was 
helicoptered in to Tehran's football sta- 
dium from the airport 

Football is the only true secular reli- 
gion. providing a common culture for the 
world in the way Christendom and Latin 
once did for Europe. And Britain's inte- 
gration into the global church - which it 
founded but has always seemed in danger 



of being left behind by - has been ce- 
mented in the past two years. 

Since the Bosman ruling in 1995 which 
freed up the transfer market, and the in- 
jection into football of Rupert Murdoch's 
BSkyB millions, the number of foreign 
players in Premiership dubs has now hit 
150. The running commentary of any top 
game is today a specialist task for quali- 
fied linguists. Led by Norwegians, threat- 


nine 10 repeat their Viking depredntnws 
„ Scotland's World Cup top«. a* 
.uslralians. British football has become 
global market. 

“ Last weekend saw a vivid demonstra- 

... . Hiinrlpi* fielll- 


foreigners. _ ., 

Travel broadens the mind, even it 
most ot' the travelling is done by interna- 
tional football stars while the minds ot 
lumpen supporters stay glued to the tele- 
vision. But the mind of the average foot- 
ball supporter, once a haven for basest 
racial prejudice 3nd anti- foreigner senti- 
ment. is now programmed to display 
adulation not just for the many black play- 
ers in the game but to pronounce Karl- 
heinz Riedle, the Liverpool striker. 

As was reported this week, the pro- 
portion of black players far exceeds that 
in the population as a whole, as in Amer- 
ican football, a great cultural engine of 
racial equality in the States. The black su- 
perstars here, such as Wright. Ince and 
Cole, are heroes for black and white alike. 

Meanwhile foreigners are not merely 
respected but. as Cantona was. elevated 
lo prophet status in the new religion. He 
has been followed by Zola (Chelsea, Ital- 
ian). Bergkamp (Arsenal. Dutch) and 


ichmeicbel (Manchester United, Danish). 

Nor is this simply a market m players: ■- 

^.pral leading British teams are nowman- 
Kjedby fordjnera: the Dutch RuudGul- 
it at Chelsea, the Swiss Ou^an Gross , 
it Tottenham and the Frendx Arsfene 

Veneer at Arsenal, for example. , . 

The World Cup has always been an m- - 
eresring exercise in national identity for 
he United Kingdom, with team loyalties . . 

ailing to match nation-state boundaries. 

rhe interest generated by Thursdays * 
lraw stands in stark contrast to yesterday’s 
riece of internationalist symbolism at Wa- 
erioo station, where Robin Cook unveiled 
he logo for Britain’s presidency of the Eu- 
opean Union (although it is worth not- 
ng in passing the lack of English 
lationalist outrage at the way in which the 
=U is acting as a single country in the Ky- 
>to climate talks in Japan). 

As the World Cup progresses, tlte cause 
>f internationalism is advanced. We will 
lecome interested in the history, geog- 
aphy and society of Cameroon (Group 
3), Paraguay (D), South Korea (E), Ja- 
naica and Croatia (H). With the end of 
he Cold War, and the receding of the 
hreat of a hoi war of mass destruction, 
botbali is now the strongest 'incentive to 
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Despite twenty-five years of badger culling, bovine tuberculosis is still rife Photograph: BBC 


Welfare for women 

Sin It is nonsense to suggest that 
the Government wants to revert 
to a regime where women are 
treated as virtual chattels of 
their husbands, or to embark on 
a massive transfer of resources 
from women to men (“Women 
lose up to £lObn under 
Labour", 1 December). 

The Government is com- 
mitted to modernising the tax 
and benefit system so that it 
boosts family income through 
work. We believe this is the best 
way to relieve poverty and 
strengthen family and commu- 
nity life, from which women as 
well as men will gain. 

Diane Coyle writes that “In 
three-fifths of eligible families 
that [ihe main earner] is the 
man". In fact, the mother is the 
sole or main wage earner in 
three-fifths of families in receipt 
of Family Credit. So it is likely 
that the majority of those re- 
ceiving the Lax credit, paid 
through the pay packet, would 
be women. 

There are a number of op- 
tions under consideration for 
the form of the Working Fam- 
ily 'fax Credit, including the use 
of a family income tesL This is 
not the same as ending inde- 
pendent taxation. Such a test al- 
ready applies to Family Credit, 
where, for a couple, both part- 
ners' income is written on the 
same claim form. 

As Gordon Brown made 
dear last week, the Working 
Family Tax Credit provides the 
opportunity for helping working 
mothers by Improving further 
the support given to low income 
families for child care. On the 
same day. he announced enough 
funds to set up an out-of-school 
childcare dub in every commu- 
nity. This is good news for work- 
ing mothers and their families. 
HELEN LIDDELL MP 
f Airdrie and Shotis, Lab 1 
London A'B 7 
The writer is Economic 
Secretary to the Treasury 

Sir Whilst reading Patricia Hol- 
lis’s informative new biography 
of Jennie Lee I was struck by 
some remarkable similarities 
with the current furore over 
Harriet Hannan's attack on 
the benefits of lone parents, the 
vast majority of them women. 

In 1931 the Labour govern- 
ment faced a mounting bill for 
benefits, caused by rising un- 
employment. Chancellor Philip 
Snowden insisted on financial 
orthodoxy and so the govern- 
ment dedded to cut benefits to 
married women. The measure 
was defended in the Commons 
by Margaret Bondfield, a Cab- 
inet minster who had built her 
career in the Labour Party 
through the women's trade 
union movement. 

The proposal was bitterly at- 
tacked in the House by Jennie 
Lee and other women Labour 
MPs such as Eleanor Ralhbone. 
Ellen Wilkinson and Cynthia 
Mosley. Not a single woman 
joined Margaret Bondfield in die 
lobby but the measure was vot- 
ed through by the massed ranks 
of Labour backbenchers whom 
Jennie Lee fater described as re- 
acting on every occasion “like a 
load of wet cement. They would 
see nothing, do nothing, listen to 

3 > 


nothing that had not first been 
given the seal of [Ramsay] Mac- 
donald's approval". 

Then there was just a hand- 
ful of women Labour MPs, 
whereas now there are a hun- 
dred. 2 wonder how they will 
fare when put to a test of prin- 
ciple compared with their pre- 
decessors of sixty years ago. 
MICHAEL HERBERT 
Mossley, Lancashire 

Sir: The Government should do 
its homework. Research com- 
missioned by the previous Con- 
servative government, and 
conducted by the Policy Stud- 
ies Institute, has tracked 900 
lone parents since 1991 and in- 
terviewed 3,600 others. What 
emerges from this work is that 
while only one in eight women 
with babies work, 40 to 45 per 
cent of mothers of 15 and 16- 
year-olds, and three out of four 
lone mothers with children who 
are 16-plus, have jobs. Wbrkshy, 
or putting the emotional needs 
of the child first? 

Social exclusion can be tack- 
led ^ — but not by name-calling and 
a reliance on simplistic solutions 
to highly complex problems. 
And certainly not by docking 
£1 1 JO from new lone parents - 
why punish the many who are 
trying so very hard and why fur- 
ther restrict the lives of some of 
our very poorest children? 
YVONNE ROBERTS 
London SW12 

Museum changes 

Sir You are right that the key is- 
sue for museums is access, but 
it is nonsense to claim that new 
museum bufidings are some sort 
of extravagance (report, 1 De- 
cember). The reality is that mu- 
seums and galleries have been 
starved of both capital and rev- ■ 
enue funding for decades. New 
and refurbished buildings are 
desperately needed precisely to 
preserve and provide full and 
proper access by the public to 
their existing collections. 

Both the backlog of out- 
standing work and the oppor- 
tunities for new forms of access, 
such as this museum’s plans for 
a branch in the north of Eng- 
land , are enormous. For most, 
the absence of adequate fiscal 
support and, realistically, any fu- 
ture prospect of it, means that 
the Lottery is the only major 
source of capital and, for many, 
admission charges are neces- 
sarily a crucial source of oper- 
ating income. 

Thus, Norman Foster’s 
American Air Museum at the 
Imperial War Museum's Dux- 
ford Airfield branch in Cam- 
bridgeshire has both assured the 
permanent preservation of a 
fine collection and encouraged 
a 50 per cent increase in atten- 
dance since its opening. Its run- 
ning costs will be covered by the 
revenue provided by these ad- 
ditional visitors and nourish 
improved access for other col- 
lections. Duxford Airfield first 
opened in 1976. It now has some 
400,000 visitors a year but it sim- 
ply wmild not exist and could not 
have been developed as it has 
without the income from 
changes. The same applies to the 
museum’s other branches, the 
Cabinet War Rooms and HMS 
Belfast, and to much of the re- 


Badgers and TB 

Sir. Again, outbreaks of bovine 
TB are, understandably, caus- 
ing concern to farmers. (“Bad- 
gers get blame for epidemic", 1 
December) 

Human TB has been large- 
ly conquered in Britain by bet- 
ter housing and nutrition. The 
Richards report (1972) by the 
Ministry of Agriculture on the 
outbreak of bovine TB in West 
Cornwall suggested that bad 
husbandry and management of 
cattle herds was a major cause. 

Then the bacillus was found 
in a badger carcass and the ef- 
forts of the minisny and the Na- 


cent improvement of our Lam- 
beth Road headquarters. The 
truth therefore is that, in our 
case at least, charges and the 
Lottery have together substan- 
tially extended access to public 

collections. 

ROBERT CRAWFORD 
Director General 
Imperial War Museum 
London SE1 

Sir. Dr Alan Borg is scarcely in 
a position to complain about 
extra state funding for the 
British Museum (report. 3 De- 
cember). In the past, the di- 
rector of the Victoria and 
Albert Museum has taken an 
unapologetically elitist posi- 
tion, even indicating at one 
point that he had no objection 
to a £10 entry fee since what 
mattered was the quality, not 
the quantity, of visitors - which 
rather implies that be sees 
quality of mind as something 
which rises in direct proportion 
to a bank balance. 

JILL BENNETT 
London E5 


tional Farmers Union were con- 
centrated on the culling of bad- 
gers and other possible causes 
were largely ignored. 

Dairy cattle are no longer fed 
on herb-rich grassland but on 
grass monocultures, and their 
diet is supplemented by manu- 
factured protein-rich foods to 
boost milk yield. They are con- 
fined for long periods, in close 
proximity, in milking sheds and 
in winter housing. This musr 
lead to the spread of the disease 
between individuals. 

Selection of breeding stock 
takes account, almost exclu- 
sively, of milk yield. Natural im- 
munity to disease is disregarded. 


Space invaders 

Sir: The threat to Earth from a 
devastating asteroid impact has 
somehow been both overesti- 
mated sod underestimated in 
Charles Arthur’s article about 
the Chicmlub crater (“Asteroid 
that killed dinosaurs will strike 
again - in 35 million years", 4 
December). 

He states that the size of the 
object which excavated Chicx- 
ulub was 1 00km across. In fact, 
it is the new estimation of the 
crater’s diameter which has 
been downsized to 100km, from 
lSQkm. Most authorities agree 
that the object which struck the 
Yucatan and probably wiped out 
the dinosaurs was less than 
1 0km across. 

Fortunately for us. 100km- 
diameter asteroids are very rare. 
They may have been present in 
large numbers during the Earth’s 
formation, but there are prob- 
ably only a few dozen in our So- 
lar System at the present time. 


Twenty-five years of culling 
programmes has cost many mil- 
lions of pounds and destroyed 
more than 25,000 badgers, and 
the disease is still rife. 

It is to be hoped that the 
Krebs report, now with (he 
minister, will soon be released 
and that, for the sake of fann- 
ers and the dairy industry, it will 
deal with the scientific evi- 
dence rather than political 
considerations. 

J K WILLIAMS 

Camborne 

Cornwall 

Sin One hardly needs to ask if 
members of the National Fed- 


ed to happen on average once 
every 100 million years, it does 
not mean that this is the most 
likely time interval. The arrival 
of two spectacular cornets in our 
skies in the past two years is ev- 
idence that celestial objects 
have their own timetables, 
rather like London buses. Nch 
one knows wben the next alien 
exterminator will arrive. All we 
know is that, sooner or later, ar- 
rive it certainly will. 

PETER BOND 
Crunldgh. Surrey 

Heroes and villains 

Sir I must take issue with Robert 
Fisk’s assertion (3 December) 
that the Crusades were “ihe 
greatest act of ethnic cleansing 
and barbarism in the Middle 
East in a thousand years". In 
point of fact they were episodes 
in the “long war" between Islam 
and Christendom which started 
with the Arab / Islamic conquest 
of much of the Mediterranean 
World in the seventh century, 
and ended with the defeat of the 
Ottoman / Islamic army before 
the walls of Vienna at the end 
of the 17th century. For much 
of that period, Christendom 
was on the defensive n gainst tri- 
umphal ist and proselytising Is- 
lamic powers - and both sides 


eration of Badger Groups 
would welcome Into iheir fam- 
ilies a person spreading TB. 
hut astonishingly they demand 
that dairy and beef farmers 
should accept the equivalent of 
that in their livestock herds, 
where TB-infccied badgers 
are proved to be present on 
their land. 

The need for food lo be free 
of the infection and the welfare 
of those who work very hard 
producing it appears to be shad- 
ed out of the picture by im- 
practical sentimentality. 

J B DWANE 
Brighton 
East Sussex 


were capable of heroism and 
barbarity in equal measure. 
RS FOSTER 
Sheffield 

Parliamentary oath 

Sir: Your leading article on 
Sinn Fein and the parliamentary 
oath (5 December) misses the 
point: their refusal is based 
upon a rejection of the sover- 
eignly of the British government 
- whether or not this is sym- 
bolised in the monarch. 

However, your suggestion of 
an oath to pursue “liberty and 
justice for all" might be practi- 
cal; Sinn Fein probably believe 
that this is what they have always 
been doing. 

GERARD M BLAIR 
West Linton, Peebleskire 

Taking liberties 

Sir: How can the Government 
deny the freedom of the indi- 
vidual to choose between the in- 
finitesimal risk of infection and 
the primal pleasure to be de- 
rived from eating beef on thi 
bone, whilst refusing to coun- 
tenance a ban on cigarettes? Is 
this a question of excise duty or 
civil liberty? 

MARK EVANS 
London W1 



On the other hand, just be- 
cause an event may be expect- 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor 
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LETTER FROM 
THE EDITOR 


Alert! BSE in bones shock ... 
and what do the good people of 
Britain do? They pour out to the 
butchers and stock up on ribs. 
T-bone steaks, and so on. Why 
is this so pleasing? Partly, per- 
haps, because of the two-fin- 
gers-to-officialdom that it 
represents. Week by week, we 
get more and more information 
on possible health threats - on 
yesterday’s front page, for ex- 
ample, we reported on gelatine. 
It is the job of government to 
tell us, and help us find our way 
through the maze of conflicting 
scientific evidence. Free and ob- 
jective information, uncluttered 

commercial interests, is a new 
human right. 

But it isn’t the role of gov- 
ernment then to force us to 
change our behaviour. That 
kind of thinking is statist im- 
pertinence. In the case of beet 
anyone who cares to buy a 
newspaper knows almost as 
much about the likely risks as 
any expert. Most of us are able 
to come to a personal decision 
about whether the enjoyment of 
certain steaks is outweighed by 
the anxiety about the horrible 
death coming if you get CJD. So 
why the bans? Presumably be- 
cause ministers think that oth- 
erwise they, and not the 
consumer, might be held re- 
sponsible for any deaths. But 
again, why? We don't ban cig- 
arettes, motor-scooters or 
Japanese whisky. 

Mind you, where I think 
Lhe Government could help is 
with risk-assessment education. 
Most of us find it exceptional- 
ly hard to separate our vivid ap- 
prehension of a particular fate 
- being attacked by sharks, or 
dying of lung cancer - from the 
mathematical likelihood of it 
happening. Were we properly 
conscious of risks and odds, it 
would have more effect on our 
behaviour than any health ed- 
ucation programme. On the 
other hand, it would also mean 
(hat far fewer of us would play 
the National Lottery. 


Do newspapers matter? We 
have bad two small victories to 
chalk on the fuselage this week, 
I think. 

First, the decision of Lord 
Chadlington to resign as chair- 
man of the Royal Opera House, 
an honourable and personal 
one, was only taken after the 
Department of Culture had ab- 
sorbed the views of this, and sev- 



eral other newspapers, and 
decided that his position was dif- 
ficult to sustain. 

Second, the small change of 
heart on the subject of museum 
charges would certainly not 
have happened had we, and oth- 
ers (notably the London 
Evening Standard j not banged 
on angrily about* it, publishing 
letters from artists and so on. 
But that issue, in particular, is 
not fully resolved A national 
campaign to preserve and ex- 
tend free gallery and museum 
access is urgently required 


Apologies comer. It was a 
ghastly mistake, made worse by 
the fact that it has happened 
once before. In an early edition ■ 
of yesterday’s paper, Thurs- 
day’s letters were repeated. 
The mistake was spotted quick- 
ly and corrected, but that does- 
n't make it better for those of 
you who got the early edition. 
Last time round, someone 
rather charmingly wrote in 
pointing it out, and concluding: 

“If you are short of material, 
please feel free to use this let- 
ter more than once.” 

Iris no joking matter, though. 

I owe you an explanation. The 
explanation is that the person 
editing the letters gave them the 
wrong computer catchline. 
They were then pulled on to the 
page, at which point our entire * 
computer system crashed. Pan- 
ic. By the time we looked at pa- 
per copies of the pages 
hurriedly sent to the print sites, 
it was loo fare. We have a sys- 
tem to stop it happening but two 
people messed up. They are 
very sorry. So am f. 



QUOTE U N Qy OT E 
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Let’s not get together, after all 
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DAVID 

AARONOVITCH 

REUNION BLUES 


On Thursday, as the whole of Britain 
knows, the Prince of Wales was reunited 
with an old school chum. Over the years 
since they had constituted, in 1957, one- 
sixth of the class at Hill House Preparatory 
School, life had treated them surprisingly 
similarly. Both had suffered the emotional 
trauma of broken marriages and divorce, 
both had not handled this upset particular- 
ly well. The major difference between 
Qrve Harold and Prince Charles, was that 
the latter has not really gone anywhere - 
not moved on. Forty years ago he was heir 
to the throne, and heir to the throne he 
still is. 

Mr Harold, on the other hand, had led 
a far more eventful life. Originally a fi- 
nancier's son. he had become a journalist, 
an author, had brokered film deals with 
Sylvester Stallone, eaten lotus leaves in 
Elysium, and - following his divorce - hit 
the bottle. “One morning,'' he said. “I 
woke up in a shop doorway in the Strand. 1 
had lost everything." It was in his capacity 
as a seller of the Big Issue that Mr Harold 
encountered the Prince once more, in the 
magazine's London offices. 

Remarkably, he recognised the Prince at 
once, hut realised that he himself might not 
be so memorable. “Don’t suppose you re- 
member me,” he said, “but we were at 
school together.” To Charles’s great credit 
he did not do whaL I would have done, and 
look at the man beneath the grubby Santa's 
hat closely!, before saying. “The face is cer- 
tainly familiar, is it Colin? No, er, Alan? 
Help me out here. Perhaps if you removed 
the hat?” Instead he confessed immediate- 
ly that he bad no idea who Mr Harold was. 

It was a tricky moment for both of them, 
and one the possibility of which haunts most 
of us in some way. This was. statistically, 
practically a class reunion, happening after 
40 years. Left to themselves they both might 
have preferred to avoid it. 

But, in fact, possibly fuelled by Ameri- 
can yuppy nostalgia movies, reunion is 
catching on in this country. Local and re- 


gional papers carry ads and letters seeking 
to contact all those from Dothebqys High 
School, circa 1971, with the objective of 
bringing together those who once show- 
ered, shouted and shat in the same place 
at the same time. 

When I mention this trend to friends,' 
and ask them whether (hey would attend 
such a function, 1 get two reactions. The 
more positive one goes something like this: 
“Yeah, I'd go. I’ve got a good job, nice 
kids, me boobs haven't sagged. FU stand 
comparison. And if d be intriguing to see 
who they’ve married, how many are di- 
vorced, and how are the mighty Men.” 

This is the reunion as Schadenfreude. 

The more negative reaction is also my 
own. It consists of a mixture of fear and an 
almost journalistic curiosity. When meet- 
ing someone for the first time in many 
years, I am always fascinated to see the 
youngster still peeping out from behind 
the mask of age, like a famous actor made 
up to look old. The eyes somehow stay 
young, so that - mentally -you add hair to 
the boy and smooth the wrinkles away 
from the girL Remove the wattles and 
warts, and there they still are. Nor does it 
bother me that I am not as svelte as I was. 
Frankly I wasn't that good looking a 
teenager either. 

I am scared by the possibility of in- 
escapable boredom. After all. who 
wouldn’t be there? The larky ones, who 
smoked dope, played guitars and went into 
films; the adventurous ones who ended up 
as headmasters of schools in Fiji and Iris- 
tan da Cunba; the mobile, restless ones, 
whose talcs one would love to hear. They 
wouldn't be there. 

And who would? The pushy merchant 
banker who. as a boy. wished the Ameri- 
cans would bomb North Vietnam a little 
more; the repressed nerd to whom you 
showed your knob at 12, who still gave you 
funny looks at IS, and who would give you 
funny looks again at 40; the corporate 
lawyer, who hoarded the Economics A- lev- 
el texts from the library in his own desk, so 
Lhat no-one else could use them, and really 
couldn't understand why you hated him: 
the prop forward from the second XV with 
the BO and inexhaustible supply of bad 
jokes, who has never moved away from the 
old school. 

But the biggest deterrent of all - the 
one that has caused me to refuse all invita- 
tions to re une, is when 1 imagine standing 
alone before that school door, stripped of 
everyth ing that I have done and decided in 
adulthood to be, all my clever rcinventions 
suddenly deinvented by people for whom I 
will always remain the same, and in whose 
interests it is that I never change. 

And there is one last thing. The painful 
and shameful truth is that I don’t even see 
the people I most want to see; those who I 
am too embarrassed to call because i have 
left it too long, those to whom - year after 
year - 1 forgei to send a Christmas card: 
those whose company \ ache for. Given 
that, why would ( spend time with a whole 
bunch of ancient schvunizes I never liked 
in the first place? I might buy the fiig Issue 
from them - or even, it' things go badly - 
sell it to them. But I really don't need to 
meet them. 


Don’t worry, Rachel - you can get it 



TREVOR 

PHILLIPS 

POLITICIANS 
AND SCIENCE 


If you don't know who Rachel 
from Friends is, skip to the next 
bit, or better still return to the 
cave in which you've been liv- 
ing for three years. Your con- 
tact with the modern world is 
clearly tenuous. However, most 
of us have seen the TV com- 
mercial in which Rachel gives 
you that just -wash ed-and- 
dried-my- hair-a nd-oh-how-glo- 
riously-shiny-u-ts look. After a 
bit offiining with us, she turns 
direct to camera and says stern- 
ly “Now pay attention. Here 
comes the science bit.” Rachel 
dearly hasn't a due what the sci- 
ence bit is about, buL it doesn't 
matter; having gazed deep Into 
her eyes, who could care less 
about Lhe effect of some un- 
pronounceable chemical on 
those glorious follicles? We 
just take it for granted tbaL the 
science guys are telling us the 
truth, and the little cartoon mol- 
ecules really are making each 
individual hair smoother, silki- 
er, stronger: after all that's 
what science is about - preci- 
sion. certainty, uncontcslable 
fact .And no doubt the compa- 
ny's men in white coats have 
been testing individual hairs to 
destruction for years, so they 
must know it to be true. 

.The essence of scientific 
method is indeed the experi- 
ment. But the point of the ex- 
periment is not to discover 
anything. It is purely to show 
that we can predict what will 
happen in any given situation 
from a theoretical framework; 
in short, to confirm what our 
creative imagination tells us to 
be true. So if we use Rachel's, 
product we'll end up looking 
like Rachel. Or so the story 
goes. But science can never be 
certain; it can tell you what will 
happen 999 times out of a 
hundred, or 999,999 out of a 
million, but there arc few 
evems in the real world whieh 
anyone can say are 100 percent 
predictable. 

The prciblem is that politi- 
cians iiren't bookies. They only 



Look mom, 
no science: 
Rachel from 
‘Friends’ 
(Jenifer 
Aniston) 
flashes her 
locks in a 
shampoo 
commercial 
for L'Oreal 


want sure things- But when it 
comes to risks that involve the 
possible death of - let's say - a 
child, few scientists want to be 
too categorical, for very good 
reasons. There are reputations 
to protect, critics to outflank, big 
research grants to justify - 
acutely important in these lean 
times. Yet the public craves 
certainty; wc may have no idea 
what needs to be done; indeed 
we may not have a due what the 
problem really is, but we de- 
mand decisive action, whether 
appropriate or noL Dr John 
Cunningham succumbed this 
week to the temptation to say, 
"Here comes the science bit” 
when he imposed yet another 
ban on beef products on the ba- 
sis of “new scientific evidence". 
He defended his decision in ex- 
actly the same terms as Rachel 
uses: the scientists told me what 
to say. soitjihust be true. What 
Cunninghainii case comes down 
. to is thaUhe only thing we can 
be sure about is that - now, pay 
attention, please - we can't be 
sure about anything; therefore, 
to be absolutely sure, we 
shouldn’t have anything to do 
with bone products. 

Let us leave for the moment 
the question of Lhe millions of 
tons of bonemeal in gardens ail 
over England, no doubt picked 
up by assorted pels, and focus 
on -the decision itselL Why 


should we be more restrictive 
because we don't know every- 
thing about this particular risk? 
We do know that the risk of any 
individual catching CJD is al- 
most certainly tiny, compared 
to the risk involved in the use 
of the contraceptive pill for ex- 
ample; a random failure of the 
pQl can lead to extreme distress 
for an entire family, even to a 
loss of life. 

Politicians caught in the 
mesmerising headlights of ex- 
pert testimony go gooey and 
stupid. Over the past decade 
or two. the scientific evidence 
on the rise in the planets tem- 
perature and levels of pollution 
has not been fulfilled; in fact the 
problem is less than half as bad 
as the last world conference on , 
pollution suggested it might be. 
That's not to say that we should 
ignore it; it is simply to (Mint 
out that the demand for scien- 
tists to simplify everything has 
allowed some of the worst pol- 
luters - the old Soviet Union, 
for example - to get off the 
hook in Kyoto this week. Yet 
huge and expensive plans have 
been made on the basts of 
contested “scientific" evidence. 
You may say that its better to 
be safe than sorry; 1 tend to 
agree - but has the public gen- 
uinely known enough to weigh 
up the choice? 

Our collective failure to 


take notice has also cost vast 
sums in wasted public money. 
No-one should be against fun- 
damental scientific research. 
Even Lady Thatcher, the 
scourge of public spending, 
was forced to point out that had 
Michael Faraday's pioneering 
physics been patented by for the 
benefit of ihe nation, the port- 
folio would be worth rather 
more than the value of the Lon- 
don Stock Exchange. Bui do we 
apply the standards of ac- 
countability we apply elsewhere 
in the spending of public mon- 
ey? In the US. scientists were 
£3bn into the construction ot a 
• $10bn super-collider facility - 
you use it to find evidence of 
exotic subatomic particles - 
before they worked out it was 
useless. The money went 
straight down the drain. Heav- 
en alone knows how much dis- 
appears in failed attempts at 
new military or intelligence- 
gathering technology about 
which we are not allowed to 
know. 

At the heart of this problem 
is the simple fact that most of 
us are scientifically illiterate. 
With few exceptions - the BBC 
and' the Royal Society for the 
Encouragement of the Arts 
for example - there is very lit- 
tle effort applied to force the 
British people to come to terms 
with Lhe fact that the dominant 


forces in our world at (he end 
of the twentieth century are sci- 
ence and technology'. Just as 
during the 1960s. government 
had to make a concerted effort 
to gel the people to grasp the 
true meaning of the Cold War. 
and in the 1980s, Thatcher and 
Reagan transformed the world 
by giving economics a popular 
language, we now need our 
leaders to offer us a way of un- 
derstanding advances in sci- 
ence. 

This does not mean we must 
all agree about everything: 
bringing science inli » public 
life does not mean the end of 
politics, to be replaced by some 
technocratic consensus. On the 
contrary, it is only a sound 
knowledge of the language «»r 
science itself that will give us the 
tools with which to conduct the 
musi passionate arguments of 
our time properly, rather than 
in a son of broad-brush, slop- 
py. Moral Maze kind of way. 
Without lhe right sort of debate 
we will continue io talk about 
the problems of the twenty-first 
century in the phrases of the 
nineteenth. If only, one day. in- 
stead of turning her back dur- 
ing the science bit. Rachel 
would just lean a little closer 
and murmur. “Now let me tell 
you about this really sexy ke- 
tone molecule 1 picked up last 
week ...” 


Liberte versus fraternite: a dispatch from the French dog-poo wars 




JOHN 

v LICHFIELD 

THE STREETS 
OF PARIS 


Jean Tiberi. successor to 
Jacques Chirac as Mayor of 
Paris, is generally held, by 
friends and foes, to have been 
a failure. He has. however. 
^ won my sympathy and poten- 
tial affection. He has promised, 
not before time, to address 
one of the greatest social 
scourges of the world's most 
beautiful city: dog -poo. 

I have written about this be- 
fore and make no apology for 
doing so again- Paris has a se- 
rious dog problem. It has. pro- 
portionally. more dogs - 
300.00U, or one for every sev- 
en humans - than any other eitv. 
Other places take aggressive 
steps to eurb dogs. Paris has 
long adopted a policy of. so-io 
speak. laissez-faire. 

On one occasion l counted 
IS dog deposits - the French 
phrase is "crones de chien~ - in 
the first 3U yards of my walk to 
work. This may be merely anec- 
. dotal (the canine population of 
‘- our street seems particularly 
high), but the official statistics 


are equally damning. Dogs 
leave 21) tons of shit on the 
streets of Paris daily (who hies 
weighed it. you ask?). An av- 
erage of 65U people a year are 
hurt so badly after slipping on 
dog-poo in Paris that they have 
to be taken to hospital. This 
works out at nearly two victims 
each day; broken collar bones 
are the most frequent injury. 
Complaints about dog-din are 
the third most frequent reason 
tor letter-writing to the Paris 
town hall (ahead of tear of 
crime). .And yet convictions of 
dog owners for “uncivie be- 
haviour" (fine £HKI) are run- 
ning at less than two a week. 

Over the years, committees 
have been formed by the town 
hall to examine the problem, 
scientific studies have been or- 
dered. ami information cam- 
paigns have been aimed at 
dog-owners, urging them at 
least to make their dogs defe- 
cate in the gutter. Any sugges- 
tion that the law should he 
rigorously applied was blocked 
by the former mayor, who said 
such “repression" would not 
work and would penalise the 
old and Ihe poor. 

The old mayor, now of 
course the President of the 
Republic, used to lecture pet- 
food manufacturers on the 
need to invent products that 
would lead In drier and less of- 
fensive dug-poo. In other 
words, he did everything hut ad- 
dress the real cause of the 
problem: the callous indisci- 
pline of dog-owners. “As far as 
the politicians who run this city 
is concerned, there is a poten- 
tial voter behind each pile of 
dog-shit." says Andre Midol. 
one of the mosi tireless Parisian 
campaigners for clean pave- 
ments. 


Until now. under Chirac's 
influence, the City of Paris has 
developed the most elaborate 
and costly systems of cure 
rather than prevention. The city 
pays £bm a year to a private 
company, Trottoirs Nets, to 
cleanse the streets of dog-poo 
( it is this company which has es- 
timuicd the daily harvest from 
Parisian dogs). The company 
operates a fleet of mure than 
IH0 bright-green machines, like 
motor-bikes with carnet -clean- 
ers hulled to the hack, called 
“ca nineties" or "niotoerottes". 
The lust lime I wrote on this 
subject a reader wrote in to 
point out that they also had an- 
other nickname, an inspired 
triple pun on the name of the 
former mayor and the words 


elder (to shit) and racteite 
(scraper). Thus the machines 
are referred to by some 
Parisians as “ Chieniticncs 

Operated by young people 
with unconvincingly impassive 
expressions, their task is Jo 
scour the most commonly af- 
flicted pavements once or twice 
u day. They make their rounds 
just after the morning rush-hour 
and just after the late film on 
the television. Experience has 
shown that this is when owners 
and dogs most frequently resort 
to the streets. 

The new mayor. Mr Tiberi. 
has finally promised to (so to 
speak) step in. He has ap- 
p limed 1 5 "canine counsellors" 
u> educate dog-owners. But he 
also saw it Is time for “extreme 


measures". In other words, he 
has asked the Paris police chief 
to enforce the law against foul- 
ing the pavements. Mure sum- 
monses will be issued to 
dog-owners but they will have 
the option, on a first offence, 

to attend cleanliness training 
classes organised by the Town 
HalL 

Mr Midol. the foremost 
Parisian anti dog-dirt cam- 
paigner, is also a sociological ex- 
pert who advises companies and 
local authorities on group be- 
haviour. He savs Tibcri's ini- 
tiative may be fine, if he means 
it. But the real problem is that 
the city "legitimises” the of- 
fenders by spending so much 
money on cleaning up. “I've 
even heard passers-by con- 


gratulating dog-owners, while 
their dog was in the act saying 
'at least it gives work to young 
people’.” 

Mr Midol says that he is pre- 
occupied with the issue, partly 
as a concerned citizen, but 
partly because he secs it as a 
paradigm for the Qls of France: 
an unresolved battle between 
two sides of the great triangle 
of French values, a struggle be- 
tween liberie and fraternite. 

Outsiders tend to think of 
the French as an over-gov- 
erned people who often place 
the rights of the stale - of the 
collectivity - above those of the 
individual The truth is more 
muddled, says Mr Midol. The 
French tend to have a leenaged 
view of ihe stale: they strenu- 
ously assert a right to person- 
al freedom, but believe that it 
is someone else's duty to clean 
up after them. 

“In terms of anti-social be- 
haviour. of recognising that 
certain kinds of individual free- 
dom amount to irresponsibili- 
ty -whether it’s going through 
red traffic lights or striking for 
the least reason - we have a se- 
rious problem in France. There 
is not the sense that you find in 
some other countries that in- 
dividuals owe some kind of 
duty to society to make daily life 
tolerable. There is a sense, in- 
stead. that it's up to the stale 
to look after these things ..." 

Mr Midol has two small 
children. He says he that, like 
all Parisian parents, has taught 
them to walk like Parisians, not 
like tourists. “When we go into 
town. I don't say to them, ‘look 
how beautiful the streets 'arc’, 
or ‘look at the wonderful shop 
window’. I say, ‘look down and 
look ahead or you will stand in 
the erodes de chien."' 


“If I couldn't come here at 
Christmas, I don’t know 
where Pd go” 


9 




Without a Crisis shelter 
to go to, Linda would 
face a cold, lonely 
Christmas of hunger 
and misery. Instead, she 
is welcomed with good, 
hot food, a safe, dry bed 
and the pleasure of 
friendly people to spend 
Christmas with. Some 
medical care, a visit to 
the dentist and a dean 
change of clothes 
make her Christmas 
complete. So please, 
send £25 now and help 
,us give a safe, happy 
Christmas to more 
people Gke Linda this 
yean Because no-orie 
should te. left out . 
at Christmas, . 


i Give a homeless person hope: 

•□£15 G £25 D £50 □£250' other£ » 

| 1 enclose a cheque made payable to Crisis. OR debit my: j 

3 


j □ Visa G MasterCard Q Switch* other 
Card no. ///////////////// 


| + last three digta of Switch card no.__L_L_ Switch issue no. 1 j 

I Expiry ffam j Sigmnirp — | 

3 * Gifts of £250 or more are worth afcnou a third extra m us under Gift Aid 3 
J Name (caps) MWMrs/Ms --- — S 


Address , 


.Postcode. 


| OR please call our 
. freephone donation line 

j Crisis, FREEPOST. Room 919, London SE21 SBH 
| Details hart bsen changed to protect identity 


crasas 
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Guido Brunner 


Guido Brunner, diplomat and 
politician: bom Madrid 27 
May 1930; European 
Commissioner 1974-80; 
Senator for the Economy; 
West Ge rmany 1981; German 
ambassador in Madrid 1982- 
92; married <958 Dr Christa 
Spodel; died Madrid 2 
December 1997. 


Guido Brunner was one of the 
unsung architects of the Europe 
we have today . Had it not been 
for the goodwill towards Britain 
of Commissioner Brunner, the 
EEC thermo-nuclear fusion 
project (Jet) would not have 
been sited at Culham in Ox- 
fordshire, or come -to the 
United Kingdom at alL 

Over two years of endless 
'wrangling in the mid-1970s, 
Brunner dung to the belief 
that Jet should go to whereso- 
ever it had the greatest chance 
of scientific success, and that 
meant Britain or Germany. As 
a German, he bravely told his 
fellow compatriots, and in par- 
ticular his fellow German Com- 
missioner, the powerful and 
raucous Vice-President W3U 
Haferkampf, and the French 
Chairman of the C ommissio n, 
Franco is-Xavier Ortoli, that it 
was Britain’s turn to host a ma- 
jor European scientific initiative. 
I had intimate first-hand knowl- 
edge of the debate, as one of the 
two British Labour members of 
the indirectly elected Euro- 
pean Parliament Science and 
Energy Committee in 1976-79, 
Even if the hopes of the 
1970s that fusion would open up 
a new and virtually inex- 
haustible supply of energy for 
the 21st century have not been 
fulfilled, it in no way diminish- 
es the importance of Brunner’s 
persuasive powers or the sig- 


nificance of his contribution to 
the European ideal, by cham- 
pioning the choice of a country 
other than his own, when his 
own country was the realistic 
rival choice. 

In many other areas Brun- 
ner, a free-marketeer by con- 
viction, was helpful to Britain 
and its Labour ministers. One 
of those, with whom he had per- 
haps the greatest volume of 
business, the then Energy Min- 
ister, Tony Benn, recalls: “I 
last saw him by chance in the 
street in Madrid. He was pas- 
sionately committed to the Eu- 
ropean ideal; I'm not He was 
passionately committed to nu- 
clear power; Pm not And yet, 
as opposites, we worked con- 
structively and well together and 
parted, as we always had been 
when we were both in office, the 
best of friends.” 

Like Benn, Brunner had 
some of the most impeccably 
good manners in public life, yet 
without a trace of smarminess. 
Another minister, the John 
Smith ME later to be leader of 
the Labour Parly, then Berm’s 
Parliamentary Secretary, asked 
me at the time: “How do you 
find Guido Brunner in the Eu- 
ropean Parliament? It’s a joy to 
work with him when I go to min- 
isterial meetings in Brussels.” 

Yet the greatest cause of 
Brunner’s life was not the de- 
velopment of a European tech- 
nological co mmuni ty but the 

easing of Spain back into die bo- 
som of the European family. 
Ambassadors come and go but 
Brunner was the German am- 
bassador in Madrid far a whole 
crucial decade, 1982-92, and be- 
came the intimate confidant of 
Felipe Gonzalez and held the 
proverbial hand of many Span- 
ish politicians determined to 
return to democracy. 


Indeed, Madrid was the city 
of his birth and to be the city of 
his death. Nothing in life gave 
him greater pleasure than to be 
made an honorary citizen of 
Madrid. IBs father, from a 
Bavarian family, and lus moth- 
er, from a Swabian family, rep- 
resented the Weimar Republic 
in Spain; Brunner senior’s ca- 
reer was to founder through be- 
coming persona non grata to 
Joachim von Ribbentrop, al- 
though he was protected for a 
time by his patron Franz von 
Ripen, the German Chancellor 
before Hitler. 

Brunner was educated part- 
ly at the Bergzabero School in 
Munich and at fee German 
School in Madrid during fee 
Second World TOr. louring the 
Diploma tic Service in 1955, his 
first job was as Consular At- 
tache in Liverpool - a city for 
which he retained a lifelong af- 
fection on account of the 
warmth of fee people of Liver- 
pool to a young German in lus 
late twenties. 

Id 1976, 1 asked Brunner to 
come and stay over a weekend 
in Scotland. At a meeting of the 
West Lothian Labour Party 
over a subsequent supper, one 
of my more assertive and volu- 
ble constituents started a ha- 
rangue on what he believed to 
be the unparalleled excellence 
of fee Scottish football game. 
Brunner could take no more of 
this and quietly opined that he 
thought that a MrBeckmbauer 
and a Mir Overafe also knew, as 
be put it, how to kick a balL It 
was done so gently, encapsu- 
lating Brunner 1 * style, that even 
my loud-mouthed friend had to 
dissolve in laughter. 

It then transpired that Brun- 
ner had an encyclopaedic 
knowledge of British football in 
fee late 1950s. A Liverpool sup- 


porter? Ob no, eternally loyal to 
Everton - and Bayern Munich 
and Real Madrid. like a very 
different character, his friend 
and austere fellow commis- 
sioner, fee Dane Finn-Olaf 
Gunddachwbo came to a meet- 
ing a few weeks later, he was a 
huge success, winning the hearts 
of tough local trade-unionists. 

After Liverpool, Brunner 
returned to fee foreign minis- 
ter’s office where he was lucky 
to work for fee Foreign Minis- 
ter, Dr Heinrich von Brentano. 
who was to further his career. 
FTOm I960 to 1968 he was giv- 
en the very important post of 
German observer to fee Unit- 
ed Nations in New York. An ob- 
server might on fee surface 
have seemed to be a somewhat 
humble post, but actually it 
was of crucial importance. 

Promoted to become Head 
of Scientific and IfechnologicaJ 
Relations Division of fee 
Foreign Office for two years, 
subsequently Foreign Office 
spokesman between 1970 and 
1972 and Head of the Planning 
Staff from 1972 to 1974, Brun- 
ner was qualified wife the rank 
of ambassador and Head of 
Delegation to lead fee German 
team to fee security and co-op- 
eration conferences in Europe, 
at Helsinki and Geneva. 

This made him an obvious 
choice to become fee second 
German Commissioner in fee 
European Community. He was 
given, on account of his expe- 
rience, fee important portfolio 
of energy, research, science 
and education. He was so high- 
ly thought of by fee British 
Commissioner, George Thom- 
son, now Lord Thomson of 
Mooifieth, feat as Chancellor of 
fee Heriot-Vfett University he 
initiated an honorary degree for 
Brunner . 


Present at the ceremony, I 
beard the economic historian 
and politician Professor Alan 
Thompson, then the Universi- 
ty Public Orator, say to Brun- 
ner as he presented it: 

Dr Brunner has given authoritative 
and imaginative leadership over a 
wide range of research activities. He 
has shown special interest in indus- 
trial research into small and medium- 
sized industries, which, in spite of 
the growth of multi-national com- 
panies, soil make a vital contribution 
to European prosperity. 

Like the famous economist Dr 
Ernst Schumacher, he believes that 
small can be beautiful, and there is 
nothing inimical between the growth 
of large-scale markets such as Europe 
offers, and the preservation of that 
initiative and enterprise which small 
business can provide. In Britain par- 
ticularly, the small firm sector can 
make a decisive contribution to em- 
ployment and exports once the 
sha ckles of over-laxanon and over- 
regulation are removed and Dr 
Brunner’s own interest in this Geld 
are widely known. 


One of Brunner’s interests 
was medical research and be 
gave the greatest help to the late 
Professor John Kendrew in fee 
establishment of fee European 
Molecular Biology Centre in 
Karlsruhe. Three particular in- 
terests where fee study of con- 


;eaitaJ abnormalities - a field 
n which compassion for fee dis- 
ress of malformed children can 
ie given practical effect through 


studies in the physiological 
processes of ageing; and fee de- 
velopment of new types of 
heart-lung machines, capable of 
prolonged oxygenation. 


With his wife. Dr Christa 


Brunner, the daughter of Gen- 
eral Hans Speidel, a celebrat- 
ed post-war German military 
leader, Brunner was a distin- 
guished figure in re-establishing 
Germany at the forefront of 
civilisation. 

- Tam Dofyell 





David Toguri 


David Megurrri Toguri, 
director, choreographer, 
dancer: born Toronto 25 
October 1933; died Toronto 
15 November 1997. 


There was perhaps no “Toguri 
style” in fee trademark maimer 
of fee great trio of the post-war 
American director/choreogra- 
phers Gower Champion, Bob 
Fosse (Toguri especially ad- 
mired fee “Fosse touch”) and 
Michael Bennett - but David 
Toguri did not have in Britain 
fee quality of new material that 
they could develop in fee Unit- 
ed States, while the 1980s’ 
emergence of fee British mega- 
musical laid more emphasis on 
spectacular scenery than on 
choreography. For Tbguri in 
any event fee material and the 
performer dictated the actual 
steps; nothing was ever put in to 
show off or to flourish his 
particular signature. 

I suspect he learnt something 
of this self-effacement at fee 
feet of an acknowledged hero. 
Gene Kelly. Growing up in 
Toronto, where he trained with 
Boris Vorkoff, he had his first 
break in Rodgers and Hammer- 



Toguri: ebullient 


stein's Flower Drum Song, one 
of them weakest shows musically 
but with enough exotic oppor- 
tunities for Kelly, directing his 
first Broadway musical, to ex- 
ploit in the choreography su- 
pervised by Cared Haney (who 
had starred for Bob Fosse in The 
Pyjama Game). 

Toguri made his West End 
ddnit when he came to London 
wife fee show in 1960 at fee 
Palace Theatre, executing some 
muscular routines wife an exu- 
berant aplomb in marked con- 
trast to the more genteel 
English choreography (mostly 
still trapped in what George 


Bernard Slow used to describe 
as “dirt dancing”) of fee peri- 
od. Deciding to settle in the UK 
he was quickly in demand and 
his witty, elegantly economical 
style found an ideal showcase in 
the offbeat revne Ckaganog, in- 
corporating dance and mime, at 
the Edinburgh Festival and 
subsequently at fee Vaudeville 
in 1964. 

In 1965 he opened in Char- 
fieGH, one of those ineptly for- 
mulaic British musicals which 
would dose in six weeks today 
but which then could survive 
dreadful reviews to nm for 
years at the Adelphi on fee 
strength of its star, Anna Nea- 
gie, and hustling promotion by 
its impresario, Harold Fielding. 
As John Sasaki, a Japanese 
housebqy, Tbgurfs mam con- 
tribution was to partner Anna 
Neagie in the show’s equivalent 
of a Broadway “eleven o’dock 
number”, a Charleston routine 
which buflt to a frenetic dimax, 
providing fee only moments of 
real dass in the evening and in 
which Tbguri made Neagie 
(whose best dandng days were 
behind her) look as good as any 
Broadway star. 

Charlie Girl - in which, out 


of affection for Anna Neagie, he 
remained for three years - crys- 
tallised his choreographic am- 
bitions and for 30 years as 
choreographer and increasing- 
ly also as director his career 
spanned an extraordinary range 
ofwork which nobody else in his 
field came dose to matching. 

As a choreographer, the list 
of leading directors wife whom 
he worked regularly in fee 
theatre or fee opera bouse is elo- 
quent testimony to his talent - 
Thevor Nunn, for whom he 
choreographed on The Bakers 
Wife and Measure for Measure as 
well as on recreating the smoky 
Weimar world of The Blue An- 
gel; Peter Wood, on many Na- 
tional Theatre productions (his 
work on The Threepenny Opera 
and The Beggar's Opera was par- 
ticular^ memorable); Jim Shar- 
man - the sexy and often 
hilarious routines in The Rocky 
Honor Show were Toguri cre- 
ations on stage and on film; 
David Poantney - a haunting 
Kmt Weill Street Scene for ENO; 
Keith Whrner- Sondheim's Ri- 
Sic Overtures, with a stunning 
Tbguri-staged finale as Japan 
mewed mto the technological age, 
also for ENO, and Richard Eyre. 


He choreographed the tri- 
umphant Eyre production of 
Guys and Dolls at the National 
in 1982 (winning the SOLT 
Best Choreography Award), 
providing exhilarating and dy- 
namic musical staging through- 
out (his Crapshooters’ Ballet 
was perhaps fee best staging of 
his career). He directed and 
choreographed fee show in 
Australia in 1986 and returned 
to fee National production for 
its 1996 revival, which was play- 
ing its final performances at fee 
time of his death. 

For television his most out- 
standing work was fee Rock 
Follies series, while his movies 
took in Memphis Belle Absolute 
Beginners (in which his electric 
jive numbers jolted fee film into 
occasional life) and Who Framed 
Roger Rabbit? He was also in con- 
stant demand for video work, 
about which he was extremely se- 
lective - he staged David 
Bowie's Blue Jeans , Freddie 
Mercury’s A Crazy Little Thing 
Called Love and, most memo- 
rably, Tina Turner's sizzling 
Break Every Rule. He never 
stopped enjoying working wife 
fee young and inexperienced; he 
became a valuable mainstay of 


both the National Youth Theatre 
and the Guildhall School of 
Muse and Drama. 

He always worked to fee 
strengths of his performers and 
bad a particularly rare talent for 
coaxing actors inexperienced in 
choreography (“I can't dance 
but I can move a bit,” as they 
usually lend to put it) into of- 
ten astonishing feats. On fee re- 
vival of fee Bemstein/Comden 
and Green H'onderfid Town ! at 
Watford and then at the 
Queen's Theatre, he preserved 
all the genuine charm of an es- 
sentially small-scale show but 
also devised some superb set 
pieces, integrating them seam- 
lessly into the fabric of the 
characters and the story. He 
worked briUiamJy wife Maureen 
Lipman (playing Ruth Sher- 
wood. the self-deprecating los- 
er in love in 1930s Greenwich 
Village) so feat her physical 
idiosyncrasies became those of 
fee character and the funny, un- 
usual steps seemed invented on 
the wing - especially in a gen- 
uinely spirit-lifting Conga rou- 
tine involving a radiant Lipman 
and six Brazilian sailors. 

I first collaborated wife him 
on fee 1974 Mermaid Theatre 


show Cole , which demanded of 
him a whole gallery 1 of choreo- 
graphic styles from different pe- 
riods - fee steamy Bowery waltz 
of “Brush Up Your Shake- 
speare". a burlesque sequence 
wife Julia McKenzie as a louche 
Madam in “Come On In”, pul- 
sating tap-routines (“Anything 
Goes") and, in “Leader of a Big- 
Time Band" a whirlwind jit- 
terbug for fee youngest couple 
in the company which I asked 
for late in rehearsal and which, 
open-mouthed. I watched him 
stage in just a few minutes at fee 
end of a long day- 

in Cole he created especial- 
ly inventive work for Una 
Stubbs, then at fee peak of her 
dancing career. With the help 
of fee Porter estate, fee score 
of Porter’s 1920s jazz ballet 
Within the Quota was recon- 
structed and for Stubbs, dressed 
in fee briefest of black and gold 
shifts and carrying a huge os- 
trich feather fan, he devised an 
impudent, teasingfy sensual five 
minutes feat had fee quality of 
an Erie drawing come to life. 

Also for Una Stubbs, this 
time in white chiffon, he could 
turn to creating a dreamily ro- 
mantic duet wife the late Ken- 


neth Nelson against a moving 
doudscape to the yearning 
pulse of “Night and Day”. His 
contribution indeed was such 
that I fell he must have a co- 
directing rather than a solely 
choreographic credit; typically 
of him in a business in 
which billing often becomes 
ludicrously self-important, be 
never requested this for himself. 

For fee past three years, al- 
though able to work intermit- 
tently, he had to battle wife the 
cancer which killed him. Char- 
acteristically for a man whose life 
away from the heightened tern- , 
perature of show-business was j£- 
calm, quiet and centred round his 
dose family (be was one of eight 
children and had a whole tribe 
of adoring nieces and nephews) 
and friends, it was fought with 
dignity, humour and grace. 

It was impossible to believe 
that David Toguri was ap- 
proaching 65; although his hair 
in recent years had whitened he 
had, like most former dancers, 
kept himself in formidable trim 
and in rehearsal when at his 
most ebullient (which was most 
of fee time) be often seemed no 
more than sixteen and a half. 

- Alan Strachan 


Announ ce me nts for G mttr- BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES ft DEATHS (Births, 
Adoptonf.Mamase^DsBtfts^Mema- 
rW services, WedcBag mnhmnarfaa, In 
Mwiw i iunj «houkl be sent In wr i t i n g 
t» the Gazette Editor, The Indepen- 
dent I Canada Square, Canary Wharf, 
London EM 5DL, telephoned to 0171- 
293 2012 (244>oiir answering machine 
0171-293 3011) arfaxed to 01714293 2010. 
and ara dm y d at UJO a Bne (VAT 
extra). OTHER Grnffr announce- 
menta (noent, hnedont, Forthcom- 
ing marriages. Marriages) muse be 
submitted In writing (or Cnoad) and ara 
ch arge d at DO a Bne, VAT extra. They 
should be accomp a nied by a day tim e 
telephone number. 


Lectures 

TODAY 

National Gallery: Norman Coady, 
“Glad Tidings (1): Veronese, The 
Consecration of Saint Nicholas'’, 
12pm. 

Tate Gallery: Laurence Bradbury, 
“Snakes and Ladders: artists’ Due- 
macing reputations”, 1pm. 

British Museum: George Hart, 
“Ancient lnienconnecwms: Egypt 
and the Aegean world 1 *, 1.15pm. 

TOMORROW 

Tate Gallery: Sarah O’Brien 
Twohig, "OommenThtc on the 1997 
Ibrner Prize”, 4pm. 

National P or tr a it Gallery: Paul 
Webb, “Ivor NcweDo", 3pm. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Th« Piwfi ra o/raa u c n c i. hcraa. (fit 

AaocbUi for GiDcd CbfldRU. ■ |W| * a con- 
ceit u> BrnkiteSOAmimBiyorihciinoda- 
tko.ai1HaiiTCUk«arUiaeMndnlDeFbce. 
London Wl. 

Changing of the Guard 

TOOAY:1be IIooKtaridCmltv Mowed ft*- 
tone Manats the Oxtb’s Life Goxni u Her* 
Guarm I lam. TOMORROW: The KwMhohl 
C*wl« Mounted Rcpnau mounts the Queen* 
Life Guard 3* Horn Guardi. Iltac laOnai- 
fou Wet* Guards mama, the Qocn'»Gund.ac 
BodthriiainRdaewllJbe.lnatljawWedby 
Ihc WeStGuaitfa. 


Birthdays 

TODAY! Mrs Janet Anderson Afl? 
Vice-Chamberlain of HM House- 
hold, 48; Lord Ashley of Stoke, for- 
mer MP, 75; The Right Rev Patrick 
Barry, Abbot of Ampteforth, 80; 
Mr Daw Brobeck, jazz musician, 77; 
Lord Qinton-Davis, Minister of 
State for Hade, 69; Lord Fmriic, 
former Lord Justice-General of Scot- 
land,^ 78; MasJfll Haznmerstey-Park- 
er, table-tennis player, 46; Mr 
Stephen Hepburn MP, 38; Mr 
Geoffrey Hoon MP, Par liamentar y 
Secretary, Lord QmnceHor's De- 


: judge, 55; Mr Jonathan King; 
pop producer, 53; Mrs Helen Iiddefl 
ME Economic Secretary to the Trea- 
sury, 47; Sir Richard Lloyd, chairman, 
Argos pic, 69; Sir Nicholas LydlQC 

Mj; 59; Tte Right Rev Professor Eric 

Mercer, former Bishop of Exxtor, 80; 
Sir Martin Moore-Bick, High Court 
judge, 51; Mr Eric Newby, writer, 78; 
Sir George Pinker, gynaecologjca] 
surgeon. 73; Profess o r Lord Porter of 
T jwtdwihiuw, O mrmtan Cm - 

tre for Pbotomoteoitar Sciences, 77; 

Mr KekeRodaetg. motor-racing rham- 
pion, 49; Mr Richard S h e pher d MP, 
5S; Professor Sir BtyanThwahes. for- 
mer Principal, Westfield College, 
74; Mr Charles Vince, actor, direc- 
tor aod producer, 68; The Right Rev 
Peter Walker, former Bishop of Ely, 
78; Mr Cyril Whshbrook, cricketer, 
83; Mr ft ter WHtey, cricketer, 48. 
TOMORROW: Sir Red Atkinson, 
economist, 78; Miss EDen Boistyn, 
actress, 65; Professor Noam Chom- 
sky, linguist, 69; Lord Etystan- 
Morgan, drarit judge, 65; Mr Kaffe 
Fassett, textile designer, 60; Profes- 
sor Sir Abraham GoWberg, physician, 
74; Professor Nonnaa Gowar, Prin- 
cipal, Royal Holloway and Bedford 
New College, 57; Sir Bkya&Hopkm, 
fmewmfc r, XV Tin- Qounttg ofI im- 
ertek, fTmirpran Emeritus, British 
Red OtBS Society. 62; Sir Sydney 


Samurison. first British F3m Coro- 
misrioner. 72; Dr Mario Soares, for- 
mer President of Portugal, 73; The 
Kev RooaM TtoonsoA fanner Prin- 
cipal St Chad's GoBege, Durham, 71; 
Mis Helen Whits, singer, 70. 

Anniversaries 
TODAY: Births: Warren Hastings, 
first Governoi^GeneraJ of India, 
1732. DeatiUE Anthony UoDppe, 
novelist and Post Office official, 
18S2. On this day: the Irish Free 
Stale was established, 1922. Today 
b (he Feast Day of St Abraham of 
Krafts, St AseDa, Sonus Oinystt, 
Majorkaxs and their Companions, St 
Gertrude the Elder and St Nicholas 
of Bari. TOMORROW: Births: 
Gian Lorenzo Bernini, sculptor, 
1598: Deaths Robert Rmzfee Graves, 
poet, 198S. Cha this day: the Theatre 
Royal, Covent Garden (now the 
Royal Opera House), was opened, 
1732. Ttar u oe row is the Feast Day of 
St Ambrose of Milan, Si Brriffec or 
Boethius, St Entytiaanus, St Martin 
of Sanjon and St Servos. 

Luncheons 

hMtit MMi onJtattedStaa as Stiii ge* 
Mr Newt Gingrich, Speaker of the 
American House of Rcprc scn ta- 
uves,was foe goest afhaoour at ahm- 
rliwin of foe Institute of United 
Stales Studies in Lincoln's Inn yes- 
today. Rmw ctHwriix ; Ch air man 
of the Institute, was in the Chair. Mr 
Robert ’Worcest er and Lord Rees- 
Moggabo^nte. 

Saints and Sbuaen Club 
Mr John Major MP was foe guest of 
honour at fee Saints and Shmczs 
ph ik mt w | imHwrm field yeStCT- 
day at the Sarny Hotel, London 
WC2.TheqBTrnsmofthcQBfa.Mr 
J immy Thrbuck, and the Hon Sec- 
retary, Mr Ne3 Benson, also spoke. 


FAITH &. REASON 


Blair’s hidden agenda for the Church 


Quietly, behind the scenes. 
New Labour is setting about 
cr ea ting a New Church of 
England. Andrew Brown predicts 
major changes. 


One of the things about being badly 
beaten ixp is that after the first few 
shocks y oa don’t notice much of what's 
happening fresh blows can land and fee 
damage only appears afterwards. So it 
has taken a while for the Church of Eng- 
land to notice what was done to it last 
week by the Blair g ove rnm ent, and to 
realise, as it struggles up from a disas- 
trous Synod meeting, that this time 
something vital may have been broken. 

The man who pul his boot into the 
kidneys was Stuart Bell MP, whose 
tide is one of those grand vacuities feat 

bubble OUl of the Es tablishm ent litr e 
cuckoo spit* he is the Second Church 
Estates Commissioner. The first 
Chundi Estates Commissioner is, of 
course, fee Ardibishapof Canterbury, 
but he doesn’t matter. For Mr Bell’s 
by contrast with his title, is not vac- 
uous at afl. He is fee Government’s fxt>- 
sent to govern fee Church of 
England. Perhaps this overestimates iris 
importance. Proconsuls, after all, were 


sent to govern the grandest and rich- 
est parts of fee Empire. Mr Bell, in his 
conversations wife fee press, has giv- 
en the impression feat be is only a Dis- 
trict Commissioner, sent into fee bush 
to dispense justice to a particularly be- 
nighted, if colourful, tribe of savages. 
They are to be brought within the 
reach of civilisation, and they are to be 
grateful for iL 

Of course, this message is not de- 
livered too crudely to fee natives. The 
Maxim guns stay under wraps, and the 
casual listener, unversed In bureaucratic 
language, might think he was merely 
paying ceremonial obeisance to their 
customs, not announcing that everything 
continued on the Government's 
sufferance. 

Last week, he told the General 
Synod: “The link between Church and 
State is not, as some might think, ob- 
solete or stagnant, but an evolving and 
dynamic partnership.- So much windy 
nonsense has been talked about change. 
modernity, and relevance in fee Syn- 
od feat its members can be forgiven for 
not notic i n g that this particular rhetoric 
has a simple, unambiguous English 
translation: “We're going to change 
everything we feel like changing, and 
you must like it or lump it New 
Labour New Church of England.” 


A few were primed to notice this. 
The members of fee Crown Appoint- 
ments Commission (among them fee 
Archbishop of Canterbury) know per- 
fectly well feat fee Biair government has 
turned down both their choices for the 
See of Liverpool, something Mrs 
Thatcher never quite dared do. for all 
the arrogance of her toadies towards 
the Church. When Dr Carey was 
pressed about this in questions, he for- 
got his script and after preliminary 
stonewalling finally admitted: *T don't 
know how fee news got out “Thus an- 
other illusion of the Church's impor- 
tance is ended; and it did so with a 
whimper. If Dr Carey really does not 
know how fee news got oul fee answer 
is that it came from Downing Street. 

In case anyone had missed fee sig- 
nificance of this Mr Bell told fee prels 
afterwards fee Government would con- 
tinue to mienx-ne in specific appointments 
of bishops. This is not fee affectation of 
one District Commissioner, operating 
f £ ^ ccnU ? administration: it 
sfee belief of most of fee devout and able 
Omsuans in this government feat most 
of fee Bench of Bishops, from fee Arch- 
bishops down, have been promoted be- 
ym^feeii abflities. and would never have 
readied fee top m a healthy organisation 
Curiously. feey don’t blame theChurch 


itself so much as the previous government 
and especially fee evangelical mafia 
around Mrs Thatcher and her appoint' 
mems secretary. Robin Catlord. or Cat- 
food as he was then known in Lambeth 
Palace, whose pressure was. of course, 
exerted more subtly. 

So now the Government has stepped 
in: the whole process u | comfortable, 
creeping disestablishment, which for 
fee last 30 years has lot «ked as if it would 
ead mcviiahly to a church which Par- 
hament would not dare to interfere wife, 
firmly established in fee possession of 
ils privileges and endowments, has 
come to a juddering hall. Mr Blair's 
officewii) determine who fee bishops 
re. The Church C ommissioners will 
continue- to exi<t. and matter. In ex- 

hUrvh of En S larid » 
.1,^- 1 IUI csla blishmeni is safe, 
with th* 1 11 d,d ■' y° ud fob in coping 
late i hifi gr ° al ,,ul P , ,ur ing of inarticu- 
, freely Christian) sentimenL 
over fee death of Diana. Princess of 

NhJ" t . K VCn l . h,,u S h privately senior 
, y hour figures think it reacted 
rather poi.rlv. 

'\ cU;i,rl y an offer they can’t 
Jf: ktu 1 don’t see how they can 
possibly accept it, either. 

• Fault* Reason' h edited bv Paul Valldy 
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Vodafone at an all-time high as telecoms re-rating continues 


market report 



cathy newman 



Dealers’ phones wen? rinyinp, 
for iclccoms stocks as the 
wholesale roratinu of the sec- 
tor continued apace. Vodafone 
husbeen the higgiai bunullaiirv 
o%cr the p;m tew weeks, and 
vcsierduy was no exception. 
The shares, which tluaied he- 
low the 15 flp mark, reached an- 
other all-iime high Iasi night, 
closing at 4 ll.\ 5 p, with more 
than 13 million shares traded. 

Analysts say talk nl hid 
speculm inn was wide of the 
mark. Instead, they poimixf u» 
an upgrade of cellular stocks 
around Europe, with Scandi- 
navian companies like Net- 
com and Eurnpoliian currently 
in fas our. 

Shares of UK cellular ptv me 
groups haw Keen lagging ho- 
hind their European peers, w 
the recent renaiss.-ince seems 
long overdue. Added to that. 
Vodafone's subscriber num- 
bers for the final quarter of the 


year are looking good, experts 
say. Buy notes from Socicte 
Generolc and "accumulate'' 
advice from Merrill Lynch alst » 
helped the shares along the way. 

The numbers came ttp for 
Orange too. although the va- 
garies of the new Sets system 
played their pun here. At one 
point the group shot up I 7 p, 
hut volume was a fairly light 
1 milium. 

Most other stocks in the 
scelorwciu on the rise, with BT 
adding I „Sp to 475 p. There wax 
one ntuahle -allhiutgh not. re- 
cently. unusual - exception, 
lonicn prepared to exit die sec- 
ond division as it dropped an- 
other 5 p to HC. 5 p. 

Footsie had a down and an 
up day. starting the session in 
negative territory, but ending 
most definitely positive after a 
strong start on Will Street. 
Having drifted as much us 34 
points down after lunch, the in- 


dex ended well ahovc the 5 f KK) 
mark again, up tel.fr points ai 
5142 . 9 . 

Ihlk of a hid earlv next 
week for Delia, the electric ca- 
bles and industrial services 
company, sem the shares up 
4 . 5 p to 2 WLSp. Nearly 770.000 
shares were traded, after deal- 
ers speculated that a bidder 
could offer £3 a share for the 
company. Menvier- Swain, an- 
other company in the sector, 
was Liken out by Cooper In- 
dustries Iasi month lor 
111 14 . 5 m. so the market obvi- 
ously feels it*s high time for fur- 
ther corporate action. 

Billiton was the most 
wanted blue chip, up 7 . 25 p to 
155 p. The base metals compa- 
ny. which demerged from the 
South African mining group 
Cicncor in July, sent the shares 
into freefuii recently when it Is- 
sued a gloomy outlook on trad- 
inu. Bui it finally bounced 


yesterday after a series of meet- 
ings with institutional investors. 
Tile house brokers, have also 
pul out buy notes. 

Financial stocks were once 
again being asked for after re- 
ports of a merger hetween 
UBS and Swiss Bank Corptv- 
ration. Lloyds, encouraged by 
an SBC Warburg bu>‘ recom- 
mendation, jumped 2 Sp to 
7 hUp: Royal Bank of Scotland 

Share spotlight I 

share price, pence 
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rose 20 p to 740 p; and NatWest 
- the perpetual bid target - 
surged I 4 . 5 p to 940 p. 

BTR was spumed, though, 
after it issued warnings on 
three fronts. The company said 
sterling continued to cause 
problems and advised that the 
troubles in .Asia could also 
have an impact. Moreover, it 
alluded to difficulties in South 
America. The shares dosed 
25 -Sp poorer at i S! 5 p. An ar- 
ray of analysts’ downgrades 
are expected to follow. In the 
meantime. SBC. Waibuis reck- 
ons the company has a break- 
up value of 200 p. 

BOC had a mixed time. 
The president of its US gases 
operations. Seifi Ghasemi. quit, 
and sent the shares tumbling 
32 p to 943 p at one poinL How - 
ever, they staged a recovery, 
and ended 5 p better at 9 S 0 p. 

Bririsb Biotech topped the 
second-line fullers, shedding 


lip to 1075 p. after Society 
Generate said it was overval- 
ued. Ashquay Gronp did bel- 
ief, closi ng 3 p up at 313 p on 
the back of a 178 per cent in- 
crease in interim profits. 

Landround, the travel pro- 
motions company, was another 
to benefit from good results. The 
company, which floated on AIM 
in August, announced a 49 per 

cent increase in profit before tax 
and flotation expenses of 
£ 506 JXta As a result, the shares 
zoomed up lOp to 107 - 5 p- 

Several exporters breathed 
a sigh of relief. after the pound 
weakened. Siebe closed 21 p 
richer at £ 12 . 42 ; and British 
Seed edged up D- 5 p to 139 pat 
d ose of play. Smiths Industries 
also put on a spurt, notching up 
another 30 p to close at 880 p. 

Harrisons & Crosfield 
meanwhile soared ft_ 5 p to 1232 >p 
after selling its Edward Baker 
Petfoods business for £l 06 . 3 m. 


TAKING STOCK 

Corporate Executive Search 
International, the 
headhunter; hit the right spot 
yesterday when it poached a 
new chief executive from rival 
firm Russell Reynolds. The 
company, which is listed on 
AIM, added 02 >p to dose at 
4 p after appointing Roger 
Evans. At the same time, it 
said Marie Shields, managing 
director and one of the 
founders, would relinquish 
his role. He will remain on 
the board, but will work on a 
project-by-project basis. 
Corporate Executive said. 

Prestbury Group, the AIM- 
quoted property company, is 
rumoured to be gearing up 
for some kind of corporate 
activity. The company, which 
closed up 0 . 25 p to S- 25 p, is 
headed by Nick Leslau. 
Prestfmry bought Mr 
Leslau’s own private property 
company; Edenbawfc, for 
£ 11 . 5 m last month. 
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Du niH niLv> this upponunih u* win 
one of l he famous Haulers hampers. 

The range covers a v.irieiy uf snup. 
jams Jt conserves, marmalade, heel- 
hkm. chutney, meal accompani. 
menu and sauces. 

Baxters of Spcyxide have been mak- 
ing fine foods since IKhX. using unh- 
the finest ingredients and prepaa-d 
with the same cire and atlenunn as 
used for nearly 130 years ensures 
the superb quality of jII Barters 
products. 

We have ten of ‘The ('rallies 
Hampers' to offer, omiaining 3 n 
iieras from Spicy Thai Chicken with 
Lemon Grass Soup. Shonbteads. 
Wine and Cakes. 


To ewer this competition, simply 
dial rhe number below, answer the 
fii/ftm ing question on line and /ease 
vour name and full address: 

U: What yew did Biutm start 
malting (heir selection oT foods? 

Call 0930 563693 
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Watchdog set to 
crack down on 
Railtrack charges 


The rail regulator will next week 
launch a review of track 
charges levied by Railtrack, which 
is likely to mean a cut in the 
company's revenues. 

Randeep Ramesh, Transport 
Correspondent, reports on the 
latest toughening in the operating 
regime for the group which owns 
the track and signal network. 


John Swift QC, the regulator, is to tight- 
en the price formula covering billions of 
pounds of track access charges, paid by op- 
erators to Railtrack. The existing price con- 
trol, which cuts charges by two per cent 
below inflation each year, expires in 2001. 

What has perturbed the regulator is not 
only that Railtrack is entitled to rake in 
large access fees, but that it also bas no 
obligation to spend them on the network 
at the level the Regulator assumed when 
he allowed the company to nearly double 
its charges in 1995. 

In fact, until Mr Swift had wrung from 
Railtrack a licence amendment which 
committed the company to £16bn of 
spending over a decade, executives were 
not bound by any contractual arrange- 
ments. Officials have also noted that Rail- 
track made a pre-tax profit of £346m - when 
94 per cent of its income came from fixed 
track access charges. 

The high level of the track access were 
meant to ensure that a replacement rail- 
way would built in the “fullness of rime". 
It was not, say officials, there to bolster Rail- 
track's bottom line. 

The purpose of the regulator's an- 
nouncement next week not simply to make 
it cheaper for tram companies to run trains. 
One option being considered would see the 
track charges reduced and then any savings 
being used to cut subsidy to the operators. 

Despite the legal complexities this 
would entail officials at the Office of the 
Rail Regulator (ORR) point out that it 
would mean there would be more money 
available for the Department of Environ- 
ment, Transport and the Regions. 


A tough price review would certainly 
afreet the company’s profitability but, an- 
alysts point out, some of it could be made 
up by the largely property rental and sales. 
Not aD track charges would be altered- They 
vary in length from seven to 15 years - 
having started in 1994. 

Another option is for the regulator to 
force Railtrack to become “more efficient'’. 
This would see a change b the performance 
regime which many tram companies sus- 
pect is being too easily met by Rail track. 
Last year, the one of the “principal reasons” 
that revenue from the passenger tram fran- 
chises grew by £116m was that "there was 
a substantial improvement in the contri- 
bution from the performance regime”. 

One company Connex is appealing to get 
its £9m bill reduced because, it argues, the 
performance of Railtrack in the yardstick 
year of 1994 was “dismal”. More worrying 
for Railtrack is that Mr Swift is investigat- 
ing a £46 m “weather provision” made in 
1997. This was £26m more than the previ- 
ous year and it is understood Mr Swift has 
“concerns' 1 about the amount put aside. 

City pundits were blunter. "Railtrack has 
been taking the regulator for a ride. It is 
no surprise that he will play hardball” said 
one analyst. 

Mr Swift is also playing a political 
game. Rather than co-ordinating his actions 
with John Prescott, the Deputy Prime 
Minister with responsibility for transport, 
the regulator has “gone it alone”. This is 
unlikely to endear him to Mr Prescott, now 
in Kyoto for the conference on climate 
change - who has made it clear he wishes 
to be kept abreast of any new developments. 

The news of the review will dampen 
Railtrack's high spirits. Earlier this month, 
the company announced a 10 per cent in- 
crease in interim pre-tax profits. 

Pre-tax profits increased £173m to 
£190m before Railtrack's windfall tax of 
£155m. The unproved profits were made 
despite a £18m restructuring charge and 
a £ 28m bad weather provision. 

The results were cautiously welcomed 
by Mr Swift. Noting a 38 per cent increase 
in Railtrack’s investment programme, he 
said: “It is long overdue but the interim 
results show that it is now under way.” 



London Clubs hit 
by high rollers on 
a lucky streak 



»■' ’ 


Casino operators don’t 
always enjoy a lucky roll of 
the dice. London Clubs 
International has this year 
had its bid for troubled 
rival Capital Corporation 
blocked by the 
Government and is being 
eased out of the Rrtz 
Hotel. Now its profits 
have been dented by a 
bunch of high rollers who 
struck lucky. Nigel Cope , 

City Correspondent, 
reports on tougher times 
in the casino industry. 



High stakes: The super-rich who visit London'k top casinos can gamble away up to £IOm 
in a single night, in a lifestyle exemplified by Sharon Stone in the film ‘Casino* 


London Cubs, which operates 
the Ritz and Les Ambassadeure 
casinos in central London vestcr- 
da\ blamed a winning streak by 
some of its heaviest gamblers for 
a vharp fall in half year profits. 

Chief executive .-Man Good- 
enough said: “Good fortunes 
were enjoyed by a number of our 
major customers both at the 
Ritz and more unusually at the 
Rendezvous.” 

Top casinos define high rollers 
as the handful of super-rich who 
can gamble away up to £10m in 
a single night. In addition there 
is a group of sev eral hundred in- 
ternational players who are will- 
ing to stake anything from 
£5U0.QU0 to £3m a session. This 
group's success at the roulette 
and blackjack tables forced Lon- 
don Clubs' half year profits down 
from £19. 9m to £I4.4m. 

London Clubs said trading 
since the half year had seen 
many punters hit a losing streak, 
helping figures for the first eight 
months higher than last year. 
However, there are concerns in 
the industry that the effect of the 
strong pound and the financial 
crisis in .Asia could affect even the 
wealthiest pumers. 


Mr Goodenough said Ihe- 
volutility at the upper end of the 
market, together with frustration 
over the lack of progress in the 
de-regulation of the industry 
had persuaded the company to 
accelerate its plans to expand out- 
side Britain. “The potential for 
growth in the UK without de-reg- 
ulation benefits is restricted. So 
we are looking at international 
markets.” he said. 

The casino industry has long 
comp lain ed that it is disadvan- 
taged against other forms of 
gambling in Britain and against 
other casino markets around the 
world by the UK's gaming regu- 
lations. These restrict the num- 
ber of slot machines that can be 
installed in casinos and slate 
that customers must become a 
member of a casino 24 hours be- 
fore being allowed entry. 

London Gubs will lose its 
licence to operate the Ritz Hotel 
casino next June after failing to 
agree a new licence with the 
hotel’s owners, the Barday Broth- 
ers. It plans to open a new casi- 
no in St James Street next July. 

A company' led by Aidan Bar- 
clay, the son of David Barclay is 
currently' seeking the licence to 
operate the Ritz Hotel casino. 
The application is currently be- 
ing heard by Westminster mag- 
istrates and a ruling is expected 
later this month. 

The application is being sup- 
ported by Lord King, the former 
British Airways chairman, and the 
industrialist Lord Hanson. The 
Barclay brothers, who bought die 
Ritz in 1995. have said they have 
no financial interest in the com- 
pany applying for the licence. 

With odds on expansion look- 
ing poor at home. LCI is trying 
its luck abroad. It yesterday con- 
firmed plans to invest $50m in a 
25 per cent stake in Aladdin 
Gaming, the US group which is 
re-developing the Aladdin hotel 
and Casino in Las Vegas. 
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Far East turmoil prompts 
fresh BTR profits warning 


STOCK MARKETS 


FTSE100 


BTR yesterday issued its third profit 
warning in two years, plunging 
shares in the troubled conglomerate 
to a six-year low. Despite their 
frustration, Peter Thai Larsen finds 
shareholders have little choice 
but to support the chief executive 
lan Strachan’s attempts to turn the 
group around. 


In a trading statement, BTR said it expected 
second-half profits to be “more or less in line 
with the restated first half results”. That’s in 
contrast with the upbeat outlook tbe group gave 
in September, when Mr Stracban said be ex- 
pected BTR “to show improvement in the sec- 
ond half of this year over the first half”. 

The stock market reacted viciously, push- 
ing BTR shares down 25 Jp to 182Jp as 
analysts slashed their profit forecasts for the 
year to December by as much as 10 per cent. 
Profits are now expected to come in at about 
£l.06bn. 

BTR shares have lost almost half of their 
value since Mr Strachan took over as chief ex- 
ecutive in January 1996, underperforming tbe 
JFTSE 100 index by 60 per cent. 

Industry experts reacted to the news with 
an air of res ignati on. “People are just punch- 
drunk with BTR," said one observer. “They 
are totally fed up with it” 

BTR blamed the profits disappointment on 
the economic turmoil in Asia and South 
America and the renewed strength of sterling. 
The group, which has £900 million of annual 
sales in emerging markets and is highly exposed 
to the automotive industry, has been partic- 
ularly hit by rising interest rates in Brazil. “Auto 


sales were down 60 per cent in November,” 
Mr Strachan said. 

Meanwhile, BTR said the rise of sterling 
would also affect full-year figures. The group 
now estimates that currency movements will 
wipe £75m off its profits, compared to an ear- 
lier estimate of £63m. Mr Strachan said the 
strong pound was also hurting subsidiaries with 
substantial exports like Brook-Hansen, its elec- 
tric motors unit. “Currency hits you both ways 
- in tbe export market and in import substi- 
tution." said Mr Strachan. 

Despite tbe gloom, few observers felt 
there was any option but to back the man- 
agement’s attempts to concentrate on its 
main engineering businesses. “It’s difficult to 
see how you could engineer a nothe r major re- 
think.” said an analyst. “The BTR team had 
better stick to their task." 

Since Mr Stracban took over, he bas im- 
plemented a strategy of slimming BTR ■ 
down to a core of engineering businesses. 
Tbe group has largely completed tbe first 
phase of the disposal program, selling busi- 
nesses with annual turnover of £2.3bn. and 
last month sold its polymeric products 
division to a management buyout team for 
£5 15m. It is currently negotiating the sale 
of its packaging division, which is expected 
to raise £3bn, and a clutch of smaller 
subsidiaries. Tbe group bopes to complete 
the sales next year. “We've had tremendous 
interest in all of those businesses,” Mr 
Strachan said. 

Mr Strachan said the proceeds would be 
re-invested in the four core engineering 
divisions: automotive; control systems; power 
'drives; and specialist engineering. He also said 
the group would return a “significant 
proportion” of the cash to shareholders. 
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Embattled UBS poised 
for merger with SBC 
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Swiss banking giant UBS is poised 
for a multi-billion merger of part or 
all of its operations with its rival 
SBC, banking sources said last 
night. As Lea Peterson reports, a 
merger may be the only lifeline 
for embattled UBS. 
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( CSFB). last year. In April 1996. UBS rejected 
overtures from CSFB. which recently look con- 
trol of parts of BZW, Barclays’ investment 
banking arm. 

Sources dose to UBS say the beleaguered 
bank could hive off some of its banking ac- 
tivities and merge the remainder with SBC. 
JP Morgan, the US investment bank, has been 
named as a likely bidder for the Swiss bank’s 
sizeable equities business. And speculation has 


1 055 

1 03 

1138.00 
B299 03 

965 90 
6236 05 

1 06 

1.68 

employees m union dunk ot Switzerland 

1 UBSl have been summoned to weekend meel- 

also tocusea on ueutsene oanx, me oennan 
banking giant, as a possible purchaser of UBS’s 

• ■■ y. 

0.72 

046 

21001.90 

16820.31 

14966 13 
8775.88 

0 94 

3.66 

ings t>» hear details of iheir fate, according to 
bankin': s< 'iirce*. UBS is expected to announce 

Swiss client portfolio. 

Shares in both UBS, whose board met ves- 



INTEREST RATES 


I Short sterling 


UK 10 year gilt US long bond 





Bond Yields 


a merger with rival Swiss Bank Corporation 
(SBCj. a move which would lead to a jobs 
‘bloodbath'' in both the City and elsewhere. 
A full-scale merger of the two banks would 
create one of the largest banks in the world, 
with assets i»f more than £35flbn. 

“UBS has been in paralysis for six months 
because there's been a feeling that a major an- 
nouncement is on its way. The bank's lost sev- 
eral key staff in the process." said one insider 
yesterday. 

Discussions between the two banks are 
thought to have begun some months ago. fol- 


terdav. and SBC. were sharply higher in 
Zurich trading yesterday. 

The Swiss market is heavily over-banked, 
and all three Swiss banking giants posted heavy 
losses last year. Merger speculation has been 
heightened in recent weeks following com- 
ments from a major UBS shareholder, Swiss 
investor Martin Ebner. Mr Ebner recently sug- 
gested that it would make sense for two of the 
Swiss banks to merge and then hive off some 
business or join forces with a foreign partner. 

“IT5S is no longer master of its own des- 
tiny. If it tries to stay on its own. it’s already 
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Matra chief appointed head of Airbus 
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Bristol & West launches first ISA scheme 


Bristol & West today launched what it believes 
wifi be tbe first account linked to ISA, tbe Gov- 
ernment’s new savings scheme. The building 
society is planning to launch its savings 
scheme next week, 16 months ahead of the 
planned Individual Savings Account, which is 
officially due out in April 1999. 

Details of the ISA. the tax-exempt vehicle 
that will replace PEPs and Tessas, and which 
the Government says is designed to encour- 
age millions of people to get into the savings 
habit were announced earlier this week. 

To help people on modest incomes save fix 
an ISA, the Bristol & West account can be 
opened with as little as £10, with the maximum 
investment set at £1,000. 

It will pay 7.2 per cent gross per annum, 
although the account holder will lose all in- 


terest on tbe money removed before the ma- 
turity date of May 6 1999- 

Assuming no money is taken out, all inter- 
est wfil be paid on maturity and the aim is to 
pay that tax-free, within the ISA rules. Bristol 
& West’s product manager Martin Broomfield 
said: “Our primary concern is to ensure that the 
public do not abandon the concept of saving be- 
tween now and the introduction of the ISA. 

“Wfe also want to try and maximise the savers’ 
tax-free earnings within the new guidelines. Wfe 
will do our best to get our pre-ISA accepted 
as an ISA, as we did with our pre-Tessa.” The 
Government ran into critirian when it launched 
the ISA on Tuesday. It was accused of squeez- 
ing the middle dasses after announcing that 16s- 
sa and PEP savings accounts worth more than 
£50,000 would be taxed from April 1999. 





Found 



Polar 1,6565 

D-Martt 2.9585 

Yten 215.96 

£ index 104.90 


Dollar 

itm 

1.6270 Staling 
2.5348 D-Maft 

183.51 Yto 

91.80 S index 


1 7835 +1.42ot 
130 22 +¥090 


OTHER INDICATORS 


BWlt 08(51 17.99 0,17 

gojdja 287 95 -0.10 
SflWffi) 5.31 0,01 

www43loomberg.com 


afci a, Yrato 

24,65 GOP 113.90 3.80 1Q9.7 Jan 

371.85 RPI 159 50 3 7 153.81 Htw 

4.75 BaseRatBS 7.25 6.QD 

source: Bloomberg 


A senior French aerospace executive. Noel 
Forgeard. is set to be appointed as the new 
managing director of the four- nation aircraft 
consortium Airbus Industrie. 

Confirmation that Mr Forgeurd is to take- 
over the post when Jean Pierson retires next 
year is expected before Christmas. Mr 
Forgeard is currently a board member of the 
French defence electronics group Lanardere 
and chairman of ils Matra space and defence 
division. 

The appointment is key since Mr Forgeard 
will be one of the executives charged with tak- 
ing Airbus forward as a single corporate en- 
tity from IMw. 

Airbus held a meeting of its supervisory 
hoard in Toulouse yesterday in discuss M r Pier- 
son's successor but a sprikesmun refused to 
comment on whether a candidate had been 
selected or w hen an announcement might be 
made. 

However, sources in the office of the 
French Prime Minister. Lionel Jospin, 
confirmed thai Mr Forgeard was France’s 
preferred candidate for the post. 

Mr Forgeard is part of that charmed inner 
circle of Frenchmen who alternate between 
senior pints in government and industry. A 
graduate of the prestigious Ecole Politique. 


he has acted as adviser to French transport and 
armed forces ministers and sat in Jacques 
C hirac s cabinet in 1986 in between spells in 
the French steel industry with Usinor-Sacilor. 

Jl was always certain that a Frenchman 
would takeover the post from Mr Pierson, who 
was a senior executive with the French Airbus 
partner Aerospatiale before taking up his 
present job. 

■ Other candidates linked with the job include 
Christian Blanc, the former chairman of Air 
ranee. Louis Gallois, chairman of tbe stale 
French railway SNCF. and Gerard Blanc. 
dtrectororAtrbusopenitions a t Aerospatiale. 

British Aerospace, which has a 20 per cent 
s ake in Airbus. 1S familiar with Mr Forgeard. 
Its nussdes clivrann is part of the Anglo- 
Frem.h joint venture Main, BAe which Mr 
Fnrgcard is responsible for. BAe also part- 

sucr Bn,u P u sardere in its un- 

Soun Th m 7 ,hc dcf en« electronics 
group Thomsoii-t'SF 
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JEREMY 

WARNER 

ON WHY IT 
MIGHT HAVE 
BEEN BETTER TO 
ALLOW KOREA TO 
GO UNDERAND 
THE MERGER OF 
UBS AND SBC 


Why not allow Korea to go to the wall? 


' - T 
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^7?at on earth persuades (he international 
community in conre to the aid of countries 
that get themselves into economic difficul- 
ties. as it did this week with a record-break- 
ing S55bn package of support for Korea? 

Very few of us these days would think 
it right to bail out an ailing industrial com- 
pany. or even a bank, and it is only charily 
which leads us either privately or through 
the mechanism of the welfare state to help 
those who should be helping themselves. 
So why rescue the sick man rtf Asia? 

Explanations range from the altruistic to 
the self-interested, but certainly the specif- 
ic case of Korea is a rather harder one to 
justify' that usual, if only because Korea is 
a comparatively rich and successful coun- 
try. Even we in Britain are being forced to 
contribute to this massive handout, both in- 
directly through our contributions to the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund, and directly with 
our own $1.25bn line of standby credit. 

On any perspective, this is a bizarre turn 
of events. Britain still seems prepared to pay 
Korea's leading corporations huge amounts 
ol money in state aid to set up in husinew 
here. Now we are proposing to subsidise 
them at the other end of the spectrum too. 

The West really only has itself to blame 
for the crisis in the Far East. It is partly our 
Western money that funded the breakneck 
pace of growth in the Pacific Rim 
economies. For every couple of jobs created 
with our money at Daewoo in Seoul, we lost 
a couple at Rover in Coventry', but still we 
cheered from the sidelines, wowed by the 
success of the Asian Tigers. 

Until the present crisis, few hid anything 


but pnitse for the Far Eastern economic 
model of which Korea seemed to be a shin- 
ing example. Before tbc election. Tony Blair 
even went so far as to make one of his folicy- 
setting speeches from the Pacific Rim. as 
if to say the way they do it out here is what 
we in Britain should be aiming for too. 

As their manufacturing base grew and 
prospered, we began in an act of reckless 
insanity to start competing with our Euro- 
pean partners for their favours. Worse, our 
own regions would outbid each other for 
their “expertise" and “knowhow" with 
ever larger amounts of taxpayers’ money. 

As we now know, these economics are 
more epitomised by corruption, cronyism 
and easy money than anything resembling 
the miraculous. Isn't it about time all ibis 
ended? Isn't il about time we turned off the 
life support machine? 

Er, well, maybe not. Satisfying though 
il might be to see the Korean economy go 
down the swannee. il probably wouldn't be 
in our interests. A Korean collapse would 
greatly exaggerate the already serious een- 
nomic crisis in the Far East, with damaging 
knoek-on efieets into the world economy. 

At its most extreme the effect might be 
to plunge the global economy into a de- 
flationary spiral. In the short term at least, 
it therefore cannot he in our interests to tc( 
these economies go to the wall. Moreover, 
though the Fjr East seems to have done 
rather belter out of the bargain than as-, 
there are still important markets for West- 
ern goods. As a consequence, the slowdown 
in these economies is already threatening 
growth in the West its well. 


The unpleasant irony K that if there wen: 
smaller, less significant and poorer 
economies, nobody would have lifted a fin- 
ger to help them. It is because their collapse 
threatens our own prosperity that we arc 
willing to lend support. 

The other main argument for this bail- 
out K that it cumcs at a high price. The in- 
ternational package of aid is only a 
temporary bridging loan: everyone ex- 
pects to get their money back. More im- 
portantly. the IMF is able fo extract a 
weighty level of economic and structural re- 
form as a Condition of its support. This is 
judged important not just because it ought 
to bury the lax, comipi and dirigiste ways 
of the past, hut also because it allows the 
IMF to impose the American economic 
model on a region which has habitually 
cherry- picked the most advantageous as- 
pects of our Anglo Saxon ways while at- 
tempting to disregard the rest. 

In a sense, what the IMF is doing Ls its 
own particular form of economic imperi- 
alism. Because the .Asian economics have 
so niihicssh exploited our own domestic 
economies and capital markets while stub- 
bornly failing to open up their own. it seems 
somehow justifiable Britain knows ail 
about the humiliation of going through the 
IMF mangle, because we were there ouf* 
sehes in the mid- IUTik. We also know that 
it ls possible to see in the reforms that were 
forced on as by the IMF in 1976 the roots 
of our own economic revival today. 

The more enlightened elements of the 
Korean government already see their own 
national humiliation much in this light. For 


them there is a silver liningto the crisis, be- 
cause it allows for the introduction of nec- 
essary economic and structural reform 
while being able firmly to blame it all on 
the forces of .American imperialism- Neat- 

There is an important argument against 
what the IMF is doing, however, which is 
the argument used againa all forms of de- 
velopment aid. Far from helping the situ- 
ation. such support only accentuates it. the 
argument goes, by providing a cushion and 
staring the necessary process of catharsis 
and rebirth. There is something in this, 
though in ihe case of a large economy like 
Korea, it needs to be carefully weighed 
against the likely economic damage to the 
West if we were to allow events to take their 
own course. The possibility that things could 
turn against the West politically if Korea 
were allowed to go to the wail also needs 
to be taken into account. 

It is human nature always to avert a crisis 
where it is possible to do so, a tendency 
learnt from the generally brutal short-term 
consequences of allowing thing? to reach 
the meltdown stage. But it may be that we 
would have done better to leave well 
alone. By any standards this was a massive 
bail-out. It is all very well pouring money 
into ensuring that the merry go round car- 
ries on turning, but it is not at all dear that 
the world can afford these massive infusions 
of cash. The IMF has yet to get its money 
back from the last bail-out, Mexico. This 
latest raft of rescues tests the internation- 
al purse strings to their limits. 

Western equip.- markets have meanwhile 
begun to behav e as if the crisis in the Far 


East never happened. Both the FTSE 10U 
index in London and the Dow in New Mirk 
are back to within spitting dista nee of their 
all-iimp highs. Many have lost more money 
on the bounce than the original drop. This 
cm be taken os evidence either of a re- 
markable degree of resilience in Western 
economies to events elsewhere in the 
world, or of a quite breathtaking! compla- 
cency. Unfortunately. 1 am unable lo offer 
an opinion on which of these views is the 
more likely to be correct. Thing? have de- 
fied gravity for so long now, that it may be 
ibis has become the natural way of the world. 


Merging Swiss Bank Corporation with 
Union Bank of Switzerland makes such ob- 
vious commercial scare that it is a wonder 
it has taken the two so long to start talk- 
ing. The potential for cost savings in re- 
gional, private and investment banking make 
the benefits of combining NatVvfcsi and Bar- 
clays look pedestrian by comparison. 

However, there's another way of look 
at it. Putting together SBC Whiburg with 
UBS Phillips and Drew will mean big job 
losses in the Gty and the disappearance of 
yet another competitive force in equity trad- 
ing and corporate finance. We’ve already- 
had in short order the sale and consolida- 
tion of the equity businesses of both 
NatWest Markets and BZW. Now anoth- 
er big player, UBS. is about to join the m 
in the dustbin of history. Isn't it about time 
the competition authorities look a look at 
whether the investing public is being dis- 
advantaged by this banking carve up? 
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lonica crisis mounts 
as breach in banking 
covenants looms . 


Who will be in EMU? TT)e financial markets’ view 

Tfce closer otter countries gel to the dashed baseline I Germany) 
the nHxe Only they are to iota BAU. 


The problems circling 
lonica, the troubled 
wireless phones operator, 
deepened yesterday after 
it emerged that the 
group had warned its 
— main lenders that it 
expected to breach its 
banking covenants. 

Chris Godsmarfc and 
Michod Harrison report 
on lonica^ spectacular 
pfunge in fortunes. 

lonica has told its bankers that 
it wifl be unlikely to meet the 
^ challenging obligations in a 
V £300m loan agreement signed in 
June, a month before the 
group's £640ra flotation. 

To meet the covenants, lon- 
ica must have 195,000 residen- 
tial phone customers by the 
end of next year and be able to 
offer a service to 3.8 million 
homes. It currently has just 
31,000 subscribers and covers 
1.65 million households. 

The agreement also stipu- 
lates that the company must 
achieve minimum revenues of 
£19.2m between October and 
December 1 998. The group has 
pioneered technology in Eng- 
land and Yfoles which uses wire- 
T^less signals from ariefe on homes 
to by-pass British Telecom's 
residential network. 

Sources close to the discus- 
aonssaid though lonica would not 
need the funds until next year, it 
was “ unlike ly" lo meet the oblig- 
ations. Tans to renogiate the 
loans are expected to begin next 
Spring, when the company is 
dearer aboutwbether it can solve 

aseriesoftedmobgicalprobkms, 

though the banks are likely to im- 
pose even more onerous condi- 
tions on the loans. A spokesman 
said the company talked to its 
1 Y hanks “afl the time” and itsbust- 
. 3-nessc^^rmaltered. 

‘ * These setbacks have 
spawned a City nightmare as the 
shales, floated m July at 390p 
;.. andwfakdhbriefyt^ 

crashed over the pasf few weeks 
tortile more. than £1, wiping al- 
'/ most£50Om fham the-corapanys 
■ maiietvahie^Yesteid^tiwyfcll 
: aBOfherSp to 1015p,after one 
investor sold 660,000 shares at 

Nigel Pkyfeiid, Iamcasener- 


getic but embattled chief execu- 
tive and founder, has embarked 
on a City offensive to the nerves 
of investor? and analysts. But its 
shareholders, wbo include the 
Boots chairman Lord Blyth and 
a phalanx ofbig companies led by 
Yorkshire Electric, must be won- 
dering when the rot wiU stop. 

Analysts ato remain sceptical 
Mark Lambert, from Meirill- 
Lynch said: “Their covenants arc 
tied to certain operating targets 
which arc likely to be more diffi- 
cult to achieve." Mark Lambert 

He pointed lo the brief trad- 
ing record of a company which 
only began its service last year. 
“Investing in young companies 
always carried additional risks. 
Unfortunately in this case many 
of those risks have materialised’' 

Privately other analysts are 
much less complimentary. One 
said that Mr PlayfbnTs position 
at the helm should be serious- 
ly questioned, though few expect 
him to step down, not least of 
lonka’s reputation as a one-man 
company. 

‘This is a woeful tale of man- 
agement inadequacy and in- 
competence,” said another. “I 
don’t think 1 have ever seen a 
share price drop in the way lon- 
ica’s has and you have to wonder 
who is going to have the courage 
to caD the bottom of the market 
and start buying them again.” 

Mr Playforcfs grip on day-to- 
day operations has already been 
weakened by the appointment 
last month of MBce Bidem a for- 
mer BT executive, to work 
alongside him as chief operat- 
ing officer. “This is a classic 
move for a telecoms company 
in difficulties,” said one analyst. 
“Yon poach someone from BT 
who should know how to run 
thin g?. Whether it wfll work out 
that way is another matter.” 

But the small print in loni- 
ca’s flotation prospectus points 
to another reason to retain Mr 
Ptayfbrd, who is paid a £250,000 
salary. Apart from a three-year 
notice period if his contract is 
terminated, the documents 

show he can only be asked to re- 
sign as a director if he owns less 
than 5 million lonica shares. He 
currently holds twice that num- 
ber, giving him about 5 percent 
of die company. 

The crisis is a far cry from Mr 
Rayford's exuberant mood over 
the summer. One morning in 
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early June, as he sat in the 
boardroom of lonica's Cam- 
bridge headquarters surround- 
ed by piles of ring-bound 
documents entitled “Introduc- 
tion to the London Stock Ex- 
change," he enthused about 
the company’s plans to take on 
BT in the domestic telephone 
market with its innovative radio- 
based technology. 

“This business exists to keep 
shareholders, employees, cus- 
tomers and, to some extent, the 
Government happy. So far we 
are keeping them all happy si- 
multaneously. 1 can’t see any 
shareholders being interested in 
selling out until our dream 
comes true," he said. 

For weeks after the float 
whispers in the City had sug- 
gested the opposite, with sus- 
picions that lonica’s innovative 
technology had hit serious prob- 
lems. But the scale of the diffi- 
culties stunned investors, as last 
month the company admitted to 
a list of technical and opera- 
tional setbacks. 

The b3se stations in some ar- 
eas have already been swamped 
by demand, hitting capacity 
constriaints. Worse still, new 
software to boost call capacity 
from Nortel, one of lbe world's 
largest equipment makers and 
lonica's technology partner, will 
not appear until next May. 

On top of this analysts were 
stunned to hear that many of 
lonica's customers who flocked 
to join the service had turned 
into credit risks. Disconnec- 
tions have soared, while many 
prospective subscribers have 
been rejected because of low 
credit ratings. 

Yesterday lonica quietly ex- 
tended its service to 191,000 
homes in Sheffield and Rother- 
ham. But it has simultaneously 
been forced to stop marketing 
10 homes in parts of East An- 
glia, the first region to gain a ser- 
vice. because capacity at base 
stations has run out 

Back in June, it did not ap- 
pear as if anything could dem 
lonica’s prospects. Surveying 
the landscape, Mr Playford said 
he could not spot any obvious 
disaster waiting to happen. 
“When we started in 1992 we 
have no technology, no money, 
no staff no customers, no in- 
terconnection and no number 
portability- Now we can rick 
every one of those and if we do 
no more than we are doing now 
we will do fantastically well." 

He also made the now 

hollow-sounding pledge that 
lonica would not repeal the mis- 
takes of so many of the cable 
companies that had gone from 
shooting stars to basket cases 
within months of flotation. “The 
reason shares in Ihe cable op- 
erators have done so badly is that 
they made promises they have 
not been able lo keep." he said. 






Germany 
France — 


. 0.2 


TOWARDS EMU: If Ihe line moves towards the German base lira ft means investors 
no longer require such a high premium for hotting that country? bands compared 
to German ones, because they are confident the currency won't devalue 3gansl 
the mark. In other words, they think tha country wH be locked into a single 
ctxrency with Germany In to years' tme. 

AWAY fflOM EMU: However, d they thmk the country won't be m EMU. that it wB 
have higher inflation, and that there is a nskol a future devaluation against the 
mark, then they wil demand an Ktra premium tor hotting that country's bonds, so 
the line wil move away tram the base. 


When wffl EMU start? The City Analysts’ View. 

The Independent asked analysts tram- 

Nitts Europe, Pain Webber, ABN Amro, JP Morgan, Deutsche Morgan Grenfell 
Sataoaa Brothers, Goldman Sachs. HSBC James Capel, UBS 
whai protettWy they placed on EMU starting on time. 


ProbabBty EMU stats on time: 

81% 

( 81 % last week) 

ProtabBy EMU is delayed: 

15% 

(15% last week) 

ProbaMSy EMU never happens: 

4% 

(4% last week) 


EMU boost 
from German 
growth figures 


German GDP figures released 
earlier this week could mean 
that EMU gets off to a smooth 
start, accord i ng to The 
Independent's panel of experts. 
The data showed German eco- 
nomic growth was still heavily 
reliant on a buoyant export 
sector. But domestic demand re- 
mained relatively weak. 

According to Robert Lind of 
ABN Amro, the figures make it 
less likely the Bundesbank will 
raise German interest rates 
again. The last German rate rise 
was badly received in France. 
The Bank of France followed the 
Bundesbank lead and increased 
rates, despite government con- 
cern about unemployment. 

“The risks to monetary 
union are political, not 
economic," commented Julian 
Jessop of Nikko Europe. 

The re-election on Tuesday of 
pro- European Oskar Lafontaioe 
as leader of the German oppo- 
sition has also boosted EMU’s 
chances of starting on time, ac- 
cording to Mr Jessop. “We are 
thinking of revising our proba- 
bility [of EMU starting on time] 
upwards," he said yesterday. 

Mr Lafontaine's main rival 
is Euroscepiic Gerhard 
Schroder, currently Prime Min- 
ister of Lower Saxony. Follow- 
ing this week’s vote. Mr 
Schroder is less likely to emerge 
as the Opposition's challenger 
to Chancellor Kohl in next Sep- 
tember's federal elections. 


Footsie rebounds after jitters 
on Wall St at strong job figures 


Stronger than expected 
US jobs data sent the 
FTSE tumbling yesterday 
on fears of plunges in the 
Dow. But the seH-oflf in 
Wall Street failed to 
materialise, and the 
FTSE rebounded strongly 
to close at 5142.9, up 60.6. 
Lea Paterson reports on a 
volatile day in the 
financial markets. 

The US economy is going tfom 
strength to strength, according 
to employment darn released 
yesterday. Non-farm payrolls 
leapt by 404 .001) in November, 
the biggest one-month increase 
since February 1996. and almost 
double the number markets had 
anticipated. 

The unexpectedly strung 
figures pul traders on red alert 
in the early afternoon. The 
Dow was expected lo plunge by 
100 points at market opening. 
2.30pm GMT. Nervous UK 
dealers began selling off shares 
prior lo Ufal! Street's opening, 
sending the FTSE tumbling 
from 5.1 4^.7 just before midday 
to 5.047.9 a! 1.45 pm. 

Bui US dealers held their 


nerve, and shares in New York 
remained firm on speculation 
that the employment data 
would not persuade the US 
Federal Reserve to raise inter- 
est rates. 

The strong US stock market 
prompted a rebound in the 
FTSE in late afternoon trade. 
The FTSE closed at 51429. 60.6 
up on the day. 

The US payrolls rise- 
brought November’s unem- 
ployment rale down by 0.1 per 
cent to 4.6 per cenL the l* iwest 
since October 1473. Experts 
had expected unemployment in 
rise to 4.8 percent. 

Market jitters arc likely lo 
continue until the Fed decides 
US interest rates later this 
month. But many US dealers 
are expecting rates to remain 
on hold, at least for the lime be- 
ing. There is still evidence of de- 
flation in US manufacturing, 
and increases in productivity are 
helping rein in US labour costs. 
Invest! irs switching funds out of 
the bond market also helped 
push US equities higher 
yesterday, dealers said. 

US interest rale watchers will 
he watching US retail sales data ■ 
and producer price data, both 
scheduled li >r release next week. 

"With calm markets else- 


where, [US] retail sales will be 
quite important in bringing 
back some focus to domestic 
markets and possibly some fear 
there may be a Fed move the 
following week." said Andrew 
Snowball, economist at Julius 
Baer Investments in London. 

Figures out on Thursday 
are forecast to show US retail 
sales up 0.3 per cent in No- 
vember after a fall of 0.2 per- 
cent in October. US producer 
price index data are scheduled 
for release on Friday. 

UK economists will be keep- 
ing their eves on UK retail 
prices data, due to be published 
on Tuesday. NatWest Markets 
are forecasting no change, leav- 
ing inflation running 3.7 per cent 
higher than at this time last year. 
"Prices in the high street should 
he held back by the strength of 
the pound and this should out- 
weigh the negatives to leave in- 
flation unchanged on all 
measures." said NatWest 

UK producer prices are 
scheduled for release on Mon- 
day. NatWest is forecasting a 
further wave of input price de- 
llation. It said: “This should feed 
through to lower output price 
inflation, especially as UK man- 
ulaeturers are feeling less bull- 
ish about prices and output." 


Courts warns on impact 
of Strong pound 

Courts, the international furniture and electrical retailer, 
warned thal the impact of the strong pound would have a 
greater effect in the second half of the financial year as it 
unveiled a 1.6 per cent rise in profits for the first six months. 

For the six months to September it made £9.71m. up from 
£9.56m, on a 16.6 per cent increase in turnover from con- 
tinuing operations to £2 10m from £180m. The company pro- 
posed a dividend of l.Q5p, up 5 per cent. If September 1 996 
exchange rates from bad been used to translate the half-year's 
figures, turnover would have been higher by £14. 1 m and pre- 
tax profits by £13m. 


BOC man quits 


The president of BOC Gases Americas and chairman and 
chief executive of BOC Process Plants and Cryoslar, Serf! 
Ghasemi. has quit, industrial gases group BOC said yester- 
day. In a statement, Mr Ghasemi said he was leaving because 
he wanted the chance to run a company in his own right. BOC. 
said it expected to announce Mr Ghasemi's replacement and 
other organisational changes in the tifear future. 

Carpet businesses sold 

Household goods group Readicut International is selling its 
UK and Dutch carpet businesses for £30m. The company also 
reported a 36 per cent increase in its pre-tax profits to £4-5m 
in six months to September 30. Readicut said it was selling 
the businesses to Interface Europe Ltd and Interface Europe 
BV, subsidiaries of US group Interface Inc. The company said 
it was also planning to sell its American carpel and UK yarn 
spinning businesses. The sale of these units were still being 
negoiiaied.The combined value of its yarn spinning and car- 
pet businesses is expected to be more than £5f)m. 

Cable TV dispute settled 

Cable & Wireless Communications. Ihe UK's biggest cable 
operator, has settled its dispute with Channel One. The pair 
were due to go to the High Court next week over CWC's ex- 
clusion of Channel One from its cheapest package of chan- 
nels. CWC said yesterday that, although Channel One would 
not be included in its Headstart basic package, it would pro- 
vide the channel with guaranteed revenue and would run pro- 
motions to encourage subscribers to take packages that did 
include Channel One. 

A similar disagreement also broke out between NTL, the : 
cable operator, and Live TV. the channel owned by Mirror 1 
Group. CWC and Channel One had two preliminary court 
bearings before deciding to settle ahead of next week's ap- 
pearance. Headstart offers a telephone line and a small num- : 
her of cable channels for £i J .99 a month. J 

Betterware approach 

Betterware. the catalogue household products group, has re- 
ceived an approach from two of its senior executives that could 
lead to a takeover bid at a "small premium" to its current 
market value of about £100m. 

The approach has come from managing director Peter 
Hartley and finance director Paul Turner, who have a formed 
a company backed by NatWest Equity Partners.Shares in thej 
Birmingham-based company jumped 4.5p to 102p after the: 
news emerged, adding to the 10 per cent rise on Thursday. 

Greene King profits up 

Pre-tax profits at Greene King, the brewer and pub opera- 
tor. rose 54 per cent lo £20.7rn from £ 13.4m. boosted by the 
acquisition of the Magic Pub group, which it bought in July- 
1996. The operator of Hungry Horse and King’s Fayre pubs 
and brewer of Greene King and Abbot Ale said earnings per 
share adjusted for one-off items rose 13 per cent to 23. 7p 
and pre-tax profit rose 26 per cent to £19.1m. 

Greene King's Magic Pub acquisition drove operating profit 
growth, at a time when rival pub operators have reported pres- 
sure on profits because of competition and the need to spend 
heavily to meet consumers' taste for themed and branded pubs. 
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well as playingon the textures and shadows of the walls that have witnessed many key episodes m Scotland^ history ■ > .. 


Family PC 


166M-2 


lUOIvl'fi. Family PC' 

• iKN -2 IBM S 06 MX PHi 66 Processor ISmta 
performance kj Ou mQU brnal Partmm 
anwn MMX toM syswnj 

• 32M6 EDO HAM 

• 4 Wt) Seagate LAraArAHanJ Desk 

• 24 speed kta U3 CtWOM <Jrh» 

• ESS 3D Wawtable-wreo soar'd 

• 5I3K ppeina txnl cacto 

• SIS B*« advanced graoMcs icing 4#fc ol 
system RAM, MPEG 4 Mcrowll dreci 30 
w«wi 

• SoiKtkro 525 tomb 9Ww speakers 

• ATX system MJ> POT7 mothenxvml arat 2 
USB owe 

• i 4 , SVGAM 02 B^icx*>urme 8 ntlS , C 69 
+VAT = CB 1 OBarxnr E 219 +VAT =£257 33 
aural 

• EM BCXT speedi raograwn wrtwo 
imcraphcne with EMC monels Qrtyl 

• RAC Rany. Interactive Suing drat Mv-otfice 
twxngpa*- 

• AH Stanoanl Features PretoaJed Soilware 
nilli Ixoa SrtareaAW 97. Quebec *5. EM 
AnlWBus. ProssWrVs, PesjgnWorti. 
hamewse Wmdcwra 95 vrth manual S CO. 
ig&voybwro. l.44Mb ftoppy *Wo. Pa/2 
mouse, atrareeo rrwtwtjoert »«i aa snn- 
flanl parte and yea: 200D comti«em BOS. 90 
nwmtfi rt*eou*3 guOa. recovery dek. MI 
support 14 day money tadi guarerfcw 
(aacunhiq carnage) and 12 months warrawf 
aHandWe to S yeas 

FPEPirta Offer -InrtBdn Ira 3000 bOk trty 

Proto codes 14-2T£ 1FZ73. 17*27* 


929 


£1091 


200M-2 FamBy PC' 

BOS Buy mocW toi Hew 200MX processor wnh 
MMX Technology nusaw 64Mb EDO RAM. 56K 
■ -wni hirMirtj.InmmM moaen Pietrtum stxakers 
end M WdeoPtxne «tti cota* wleo camera. 
CMS *VAT e*»8 = saaa s a e»«a 
Proto cod* i«- «e. iff *». it m 


y or «l yoi kxM mtmncn I 




H 




... Jr-“ 


Amazing 

200M-2 Spec 

B'200M-2MMX 

Processor 

Sf 64Mb RAM 
S' 4.3Gb Hard Disk 
Sf 56K Voice Modem 
& Full VideoPhone 

Ef Colour Video 
Camera 

Ef 24x CD-ROM 
S' SIS 4Mb Graphics 

Ef 3D Wavetable 
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Ef Speech Recognition 

Sf Massive Software 
Bundle 

FREE PRINTER 
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The Best PC Deal For Christmas 


Time art out the mrddfcman to offer Purchase the aipeib Exec Family 

yeti direct, our high specification bundle befcwand pay [ust £29 per 
Family PC "systems from a sensational month on 2 ’feais Interest Free Credit! 

£929+VAT! These home systems ate Ords- direct now a - visit yevr local 

easy to use and are ideal for Time showroom and get die best PC 

education, work and leisure We even value in the land. With direct support 
g?r yeti sorted with our ^0 min VHS and 1 4 day money teck guarantee, 

video trainer and gutefe you simply can not go wrong. 
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The Independent in association with 
easyjet are giving you the opportunity 
to fly to Geneva before Christmas for 
just £9 each way. This is to celebrate 
the launch of easyjet 's new route to 
Geneva, flying from London Lutoa 
You can fly for just £9 each way. The 
offer price is for flights between 1 6 
and 22 December 1 997 inclusive. 
There are 500 single seats available - 
that's 250 returns. 


L. There are 500 single seats available for 
Geneva. This represents 250 returns. They will 
be sold on a first come first served basis. 
Bookings are made subject to avalablity. 

2. Neither easyjet or Newspaper Publishing pic 
can be held responsible for callers who cannot 
get through to the booking line. 

3. There is a maximum of 5 passengers per 
booking and a maximum of one booking per 
household. 

4. The booking line (0870 601 0072} will be 
open today between 10am and 6pm only. \bu 
can book your flights by telephoning this num- 
ber today between these hours. 

5. Passengers under 16 must be accompanied 
by an adult Infants aged 23 months or less - 
determined by the age on the date of travel - 
can travel free of charge on condition that they 
share the same seat of travel as the adult 
accompanying them. Only one infant may 
accompany each adult 

6. Passengers are responsible for paying applic- 
able airport and local government taxes includ- 
ing Air Passenger Duty which Is £10 from the 

UK and £7 from Geneva. Passengers are 
responsible for obtaining, and possessing (If 
appropriate) valid passports, visas and insur- 
ance. It £ strongy recommended that passer- 


GENEVA 

The beautiful dry of Geneva lies on 
the banks of die largest lake in 
Central Europe at the foot of the Jura 
mountains. Its charm and privileged 
location makes Geneva a popular 
destination all year round. 

Geneva is surrounded by magnificent 
countryside, forests, rivers and hills 
and is sure to take your breath away. 
For a more energetic break take 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

gers take out insurance. All passengers travel- 
ling on international fiigus must have a valid 10 
year passport and necessary visas. 

7 All bookings issued are non transferable and 
non refundable. 

8-All outward and return travel must be taken 
between 16 December and 22 December 
1997 inclusive. 

9. Payment for tickets under this promotion 
may only be made by Switch, Mastercard. Visa. 
American Express, or Delta cards on the tele- 
phone at the time of booking. Payment by cash 
or cheque will not be accepted. 

10. No alterations, refunds or exchanges win be 
permitted after a booking has been accepted. 
All flights and schedules are subject to change 
without pnor nobce. Previous bookings made 
prior to Bus promotion and for use during the 
penod of this promotion cannot be exchanged 
or refunded for any ticket acquired under this 
promotion. 

UL easyjet reserve the right not to accept mul- 
tiple applications and bulk applications from 
trade or social groups. 

12. easyiefs conditions of carriage apply to all 
flights booked on the Promotion and shall pre- 
vail in the event of any Inconsistency whh the 
terms of the Promotion. EaeyJet reserves the 
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yourself off co die nearby Jura and 
Alpine ski resorts for some winter 
sports. 

HOWTO BOOK 

The booking number is 
0870 601 0072 and you must book 
your flight between 1 0am and 6pm 
today only. Prices exdude airport tax . 
Tax from the UK is £1 0, from Geneva 
it is £7. 


right to vary its conditions of carnage. Copies 
are available at Easyjet sales points. 

13. Easyjet and Newspaper Publishing pic shall 
not be liable for any failure to fulfil this promo- 
tion where such failure e caused by any super- 
vening circumstances amounting to force 
majeure. Such circumstances shall include, 
but shall not be limited to, severe weather con- 
ditions, fire, flood, earthquake or severe move- 
ment of land or other natural phenomena, 
mdustnal dispute, war. riots, acts of God, super- 
vening legislation or events which, without the 
fault of either party, render performance Impos- 
sible or incapable of satisfactory execution. 

14. This offer is not available to employees of 
Newspaper Publishing pic or easyiet or anyone 
associated with the promotion. 

15. easyjet reserve the ngftt to refuse to hon- 
our any application or recover the cost of any 
booking if it considers there has been an abuse 
of this promotion or breach of any of the terms 
or conditions of this promotion. 

15. The decision of easyjet and/or Newspaper 
Publishing pk: m all matters under their respec- 
tive control is final and binding. 

17. This promotion is not available in Northern 
or Southern Ireland. 
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SMOKING CAUSES CANCER 


Chief Medical Officers' Warning 
1 ms Tar . 0.1 mg Nicotine 


TRAVEL, LEISURE & SPORT 


1c effects inside the 

st 6 cr ?4Haiz 


David Nandini/TCL 


INSIDE SPORT 


Thai dive: waving, not drowning 


CITY BREAKS WORLD CUP 

48 hours in Hoddle: luck of 

Havana/5 the draw/24 


move on 10 the offshore dive 
sites. 

Once you've mastered the 
PADI slogans and grappled 
with the scuba equipment prac- 
tice. drills are a doddle. It's all 
pretty straightforward - putting 
on and taking off equipment, 
carrying out safety checks, prac- 
tising what to do if you run out 
of air under water (no one ever 
found themselves in this situa- 
tion for real) and general 
underwater health and safety. 

The best thing about the 
course is that the more dives 


were other considerations - 
they had a shop in town that was 
right next door to the local hap- 
py hour bar. the Safety Stop. 

If they do not already have 
a scuba diving qualification, 
most visitors to Ko Tao take the 
four-day PADI I Professional 
Association of Diving Instruc- 
tor.) Open Watercourse tor be- 
ginners. This is u mixture of 
classroom lessons and practical 
instruction. You begin in the 
shallows ol a swimming pool, 
where people like me can safe- 
ly panic underwater and splut- 
ter their way to the surface, then 


bne moment I was balancing bannerfish with long graceful 
clumsily on the deck of the boat tails swept through shoals of 
_ eyes fixed on the horizon, shitty pink and yeDow fish. This 
hands pressing mask to face, was the first time I had scuba 
the sound of breathing gurgling dived and I knew as soon as I 
in my ears - tbe next I had jumped that I was hooked, 
splashed down under the water Back above the water, a 

alone, silent, and weightless. few days earlier, the pasteJ- 
Slowiy my fellow divers coloured boat bobbing across 
plunged in and joined me. We to the island of Ko Tao, off the 
were surrounded by subdued east coast of Thailand, had 
colour and shape and the been packed with noisy touts, 
mumbled munching of fish, all pushing bard to sell their 
Coral with velvety purple sacks dive schools. We decided on 
spilled out soft, wafting tendrils Planet Scuba dive school part- 
to tickle the pretty flecked ]y because it was one of the few 
back of a passing ray. Pairs of that employed no touts. There 


Going on a diving course 
is like acquiring a 
passport to a different, 
magical and painfully 
fragile world, as Rhiannon 
flatten found out off an 
Island in Thailand. 


Sepp Blatter. 
FIFAsMrFixit/24 


Up, up and 
over the 
pistes /6 


Alan Partridge’s Bjorn Borgv 

Norwich 8/9 McEnroe/21 


water, was prooaoiy me uiiw 
memorable I've ever taken. 


continued on page 
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you do. the more confident you become so, instead 
of spending the time underwater worrying about 
whether your air is getting too low or whether you're 
getting on everyone’s nerves because you can't con- 
trol your buoyancy, it suddenly all clicks into place - 
rather like learning to drive. Once that happens, you 
relax and spend the time looking out for fantasic fish 
to talk about later at the Drop Zone bar. 

KoTao itself is a tremendously pretty place. A steep 
and sweaty climb up the centre of the island brings 
you out at the highest vantage point. Two Views. From 
here you're faced with a problem: do you head down 
to quieL Tanote Bay and the best snorkelling for miles, 
or to Hat Saircc, the island's main beach? This is the 
nearest Ko Tao gets - for the time being - to a par- 
ty capital. Pretty bungalows are clustered along the 
beach, interspersed every now with bars - rounds of 
B52s downed at the Drop Zone bar, AC Twos and 
its Black Moon parties. Blue Winds cafe and blue- 
berry lassies gulped down in candlelight, plumped up 
bodies propped against elegant Thai cushions. Turn 
right off the beach and you come to the Halfway restau- 
rant which docs whole barbecued fish and spice pump- 
kin curries and, if you're still going on a Friday night, 
cany on to the J ungle Gub to strut your stuffed form 
on the open-air dance floor. 

Of course, though, the best scenery on Ko Tao is 
off the side of a boat: coral with names like Neptune's 
Cup, and fish as fancy, and as ridiculous, as pantomime 
dames. Coming back up to the surface is like pop- 
ping a giant bubble into earth - even more so after 
a night dive when you bob back to the boat under a 
black sky sprinkled generously with brilliant stars. Once 
back on the boat there is always a huge feeling of sat- 
isfaction - ancf a lot of excited chatter, as though the 
divers are making up for the silence of the underwater 
world. 

For the moment, Ko Tao is a diver's paradise. In- 
deed there is little to do here if you're not diving. You 
spend your days exploring curious fish and flamboy- 
ant corals and get back in time to spend your nights 
partying on Soiree beach. You don't even have to wor- 
ry about a hangover - diving is the best cure you can 
get. or so the instructors kept proving to each other. 

In fact Ko Tao should have a health warning. Af- 
ter two weeks there I’d become every bit as seduced 
as the instructors and would-be instructors who had 
gone home from holidays full of enthusiasm and re- 
turned a year or so later to live the life. As we final- 
ly dragged ourselves on to (he boat leaving the island's 
little multi-coloured port, I was full of plans to come 
back. 

Perhaps I should do so soon. Diving, I was told by 
some people, is destroying the island. The number 
of dive schools and related bungalows and bars, has 
exploded on an island that was relatively deserted five 
years ago. For the moment though, there are still some 
deserted beaches, a largely uninhabited inland area 
and, so far. only limited electricity and low-rise con- 
struction. Yet things arc changing fast and rumours 
of airstrips and big hotels being built are currently 
doing the rounds... 


Getting there 

Rhiannon Batten flew to Bangkok on Lufthansa 
for £250 return, on a special deal for under-26s 
through Campus Travel. In the absence of such 
special deals, the lowest prices - around £350 - 
are available cm carriers such as Bangladesh Biman, 
Tarom. and Uzbekistan Airways. From Bangkok 
you can buy bus/train and boat combination tick- 
ets, or travel down to Chumphon or Surat Thani 
and get the boat across from there. We got a com- 
bination boat and bus ticket from Ko Pha Ngan 
(the next island across) back to the Kbao San Road 
in Bangkok for 3Q0B (about £6). Sleeper trains 
are fun, but are more expensive. 

Where to dive 

Planet Scuba is at Hat Sairee and Mae Haad - 
an Open Water course costs 7800B (around 
£160) and includes four dives. For a list of UK dive 
centres contact PADl International Ltd, Unit 6, 
Unicorn Park, Whitby Road, Bristol, BS4 4EX 
(0117 9711717) 

Where to stay 

Rhiannon Batten stayed at Sairee Cottages on 
Sairee Beach for 100B (about £2) a night for a 
double bed and private bathroom. There are many 
other such places - and it’s fun to stroll down one 
of the beaches and find somewhere you like. 


World Cup travel 
without scoring a goal 



Offside: markets provide a rare sense of adventure for visitors to Tunisia Photo: James Davis 


Sick of soccer? You 
probably will be, by the 
time the World Cup ends 
in Paris on 12 July next 
year. But the draw for the 
tournament focuses 
attention on some much- 
underrated holiday 
destinations. In this round- 
up of the rivals, the 
linesmen are Simon Colder 
and Jon Glover , while Harriet 
O’Brien referees. 


In the Horse and Groom on 
Thursday evening, while waiting 
for the World Cup draw to be 
made, we played fantasy travel: 
exploring the possible 30 rivals for 
England and Scotland in terms of 
travel potential. The dream hol- 
iday group was Spain, Mexico and 
Colombia, while the nightmare 
travel draw comprised Roma- 
nia, Saudi Arabia and Nigeria. 

The fantasy groups for both 
danger and beaches contained 
two of the teams the home coun- 
tries will face: Brazil and Colom- 
bia. Tunisia was deemed one of 
the boring holiday trio (apologies, 
too, to Holland and Belgium). 
Neither England nor Scotland 
benefits from being in the fanta- 
sy gourmet group - France, Mex- 
ico and Japan - nor the optimum 
cultural draw (Italy, Mexico and 
Iran). 

On the night, though, the 
draw produced an intriguing se- 
lection of countries. Included in 
our survey are those essential al- 
ternatives: to lager, to soccer 
and to World Cup frenzy. 

English expectations 
Colombia: drug-crazed, violent 
criminals? Some of the England 
fans may indeed be. but most 
Colombians are purely friendly, 
welcoming hosts to South Amer- 
ica's most splendid country. 
Whatever you want out of a hol- 
iday, Colombia will provide - ex- 
quisite pre-Columbian jewellery 
at the Gold Museum in Bogota, 
serene Spanish colonialism in 
Cartagena, robustly excellent 
food in Medellin, and scenery 
from the graceful Caribbean 
coast to spectacular mountain 
ranges. 

Best local alternative to lager cof- 
fee, though more exotic sub- 
stances are available. 

Best alternative activity to soccer 
swimming . 

Best place to avoid all mention 
of the W 4 * 44 C 4 *: the Darien 
Gap, the jungle wilderness in 
which Colombia merges with 
Panama. 

Romania: this country earned its 
place in the nightmare fantasy 
group because it was the only one 
of the competing countries 
where one of us had been ar- 
rested (not counting England 
and Scotland). 

But if you can evade the po- 


lice, then the Transylvanian 
mountains and Moldavian 
monasteries provide ample re- 
ward for the traveller. 

Best local alternative to lager: 
some Romanian wine, particularly 
the red, is outstanding. Unfortu- 
nately. this is the stuff that is ex- 
ported. But what remains is 
cheap and cheeky. 

Best alternative activity to soccer 
skiing in the resort of Poiana 
Brasov. 

Best place to avoid all mention 
of the W 44 * 4 C 44 : try to find a 
monastery run by a siient order. 

Tunisia: this is a location de- 
signed for the get-away-from-il- 
all holiday, but with little to gel 
away to. Most packages are de- 
signed for the unadventurous, 
with tourists generally expected 
to do little else than lie by the 
hotel pool and occasionally 
saunter around the local mar- 
kets. For those needing to escape 
from the sunlounger, trips to the 
ruins of Cathagc, to the so- 
called “sugar-box city” of Sidi 
Bou Said, and to the desert, are 
welcome diversions. 

Best local alternative to lager the 
local red wine is cheap and not 
at all disagreeable. 

Best alternative activity to soccer, 
the camel touts on the beach will 
try to persuade you to take a ride 
along the sands. 

Best place to avoid all mention 
of the W 4444 C**: the cave 
where Kristin Scott Thomas met 
her demise in The English Eadeni. 
which was filmed in Tunisia - as 
was Star Wars. 


Scottish suggestions 
Brazil: South America's largest 
country recently set out to scare 
off tourists. Not content with an 
urban crime level of alarming pro- 
portions. it imposed a tax ot £55 
just to leave the country. 

Yet it’s worth stumping up for 
Lhe most exuberant nation on 
earth, which also has the finest 
city beaches of anywhere in the 
world: Copacabana and Ipancma 
may have inspired some dismal 
songs, but they are superb strands 
fringing this huge, ungainly city. 

But watch yuur belongings: the 
reason the bikinis arc so brief is 
probably because everything else 
has been stolen. 

Best local alternative to lager: 
aguadciuc. a rougher version of 
rum. 

Best alternative activity to soccer 
if pressed. mt>st Brazilianswould 
suggest only death. 

Best place to avoid all mention 
of the W*’ 44 C**: ramping m the 
forgotten wilderness of the Pan- 
tana I. The South American Hand- 
ho>?k warns, though, of piranhas 
and killer bees: “The inexperi- 
enced are cautioned not to strike 
out on their own". 

Morocco: camels, peppermint 
tea. labyrinthine souks: images of 
Morocco lend to crowd in on each 
other, a reverberation of one of 
northern Africa's most colourful 
countries. 

Relax into the place (which, it 
has 10 be said, is easiest in ihe 
south - tourists tend to get has- 
sled in the north) and you’ll find 
an appealing sense of warmth and 


generosity from the local people. 
Best local alternative to lager 
peppermint tea, though some 
tourists prefer to smoke the pro- 
duce of one of Morocco's lead- 
ing cash (or should that be hash?) 
crops. 

Best alternative activity to soccer 
show a Moroccan some water, 
and he or she will likely start fish- 
ing. The Atlantic coast of the 
Western Sahara is reckoned to be 
the optimum location. 

Best plaee to avoid all mention 
of the W 4¥44 C’“: Football is a 
national obsession, as befits a 
country where half the population 
is under 20. But the Sahara 
should escape the uproar. 

Norway: in any "Lakes 3nd 
Mountains" fantasy' group, Nor- 
way would be right up there with 
Chile. You wouldn't go there for 
its cities, though Bergen has one 
of the finest harbour settings in 
the world. You would go there for 
its scenery, a constantly aston- 
ishing series of encounters be- 
tween steely waters and shattered 
rock. 

Best local alternative to lager: 
Glogg, a non-alcoholic (and 
therefore non-ruinous) cordial 
Best alternative activity to soc- 
cer: some of the greatest out- 
doors in Europe, for hiking, 
cycling or sailing. 

Best place to avoid ail mention 
of the w tT ** C' *: Spitzbergen. 
the northernmost inhabited island 
on earth. It is split between Nor- 
way and Russia: the latter half is 
unlikely to show much interest, 
since- they failed to quality. 


The 1929 Warsaw Conven- 
tion, which regulates in- 
ternational air travel, vs such 
an important piece of leps- 
[au'on that even a tickeiless 
airline such as EasyJet gives 
its passengers a slip of paper 
outlining the provisions. Loo 
closely, though: the chief pur- 
pose of the treaty is to restrict 
the amount that can be 
claimed from an airline in the 
event of an accident 

I read the small print 
while waiting at Heathrow 
for a delayed Polish Air- 
lines flight to, ironically. 
Warsaw-. “Liability of the 
carrier for death or personal 
injury to passengers is limit- 
ed in most cases to approx- 
imately $10,000 or $20,000 
(£6.000 or £12.000)." The 68- 
vear-old Convention, draft- 
ed in an age when air travel 
was far more primitive, offers 
a pitiably small figure for cas- 
ualties: fortunately air acci- 
dents are so rare that the 
chances of ever being a vic- 
tim of (a) a crash, and (b) the 
Warsaw Convention, are mi- 
nuscule. It is much more 
likely that you will suffer 
from the other provisions of 
the agreement. 

The flight to Warsaw 
eventually left about half an 
hour late -just tardy enough 
for me to miss my train con- 
nection to Poznan. As luck 
would have it. the departure 
board at the airport showed 
a Polish .Airlines flight to Poz- 
nan. It cost £50, but would, 
in theory, allow me to make 
up the lost time. Except that 
it left 90 minutes late. 

So I wrote to Polish Air- 
lines explaining that as a re- 
sult of the plane's delay at 
Heathrow. I was out of 
pocket by another £50 for an 
a even tardier flight. The air- 
line's reply quoted Article 20 
of the Convention: “A carrier 
is not responsible for 
changes of circumstances 
the carrier could not have 
foreseen eg weather cond- 
ition [sic], traffic etc". 

But. I protested, the rea- 
son the flight arrived 90 min- 
utes late at Poznan was 
because Polish Airlines failed 
to provide a serviceable 
plane. That treaty came to 
the airline’s rescue again: *‘A 
carrier may without notice 
cancel, terminate, divert, 
postpone or delay any flight 
with no future liability to the 
passenger ’ The phrase curie 
blanche springs to mind. In 
other words, the Warsaw 
Convention provides no real 
protection for consumers - 
beyond the right to choose 
another airline next time. 

Polish .Airlines provides a 
free magazine, called What, 
U7itw. When Ifitrszuwo.The 
tone of Lhis publication is set 
by the cover, which promises 
Information for Tourists and 
Business/mw (my italics). 
The section “Warsaw at 
Night" covers just one club: 
'Arena opens at 8pm and de- 
livers the goods until 4am. 
Any night of the week you 
witness at least three 
wrestling contests performed 
in front of you by profes- 
sional as well as amateur 



SIMON 

CALDER 


WOMEN WRESTLERS 

(their capitals). 

“What’s more, the con- 
testants fight in POOLS 
FILLED WITH MUD OR 
OIL. On top of that, you w ill 
enjoy NON-STOP STRIP- 
TEASE, which may also be 
performed at your table at 
your individual request.’’ 
This Warsaw convention 
sounds even tackier than the 
one governing air transport. 

“You ask in your column 
what to do with a stopover- of 
a few hours at LAX," e-mails 
Alexander Kleanthous. “I 
had that problem last year. 
I was flying Auckland-Los 
Anne lei- Heathrow with 
Qanias/BA- 1 don't sleep on 
planes, so I arrived after the 
long Auckland/LAX leg 
tired, with the prospect of a 
five-hour stopover and then 
the long LAX/LHR leg. 

“I found that I had.'to 
clear US Immigration and 
customs (queues, of course, 
for both) then put my suit- 
case (already tagged through 
to LHR) back on a convey- 
or belt (another queue* of 
course). I exited to the arriv- 
als area and made straight for 
the board on the wall show- 
ing airport holds. 

“I saw a card for 'the 
Wyndham Hotel, which 
looked comfortable and said 
it was closest to the airport 
(it was formerly a Marriott. 
I think, to give an idea of its 
standard). I called on the 
courtesy phone and they 
confirmed they could do a 
day room (it was around 
noon) for $60. less than £40. 
I walked out of the door, and 
the shuttle bus was there im- 
mediately. Ten minutes lat- 
er I was checked in and in a 
very comfortable room. I 
showered and went straight 
to sleep in an enormous bed 
for three hours. I woke up. 
watched some American 
football on the TV, ordered 
a burger and fries from room 
service (when in Rome ...) 
and had another shower be- 
fore dressing in fresh clothes 
(packed in tny cany-on lug- 
gage which I had with me). 

“As Gan las and BA code- 
share. I already had my 
boarding pass for the LAX- 
LHR flight, so I didn't need 
to check in again, just go 
straight to the gate in time for 
boarding. 

“This was a wonderfully 
stress-free (after getting 
through Customs!) way of 
spending my stopover and set 
me up for the second flight. 
The cost was reasonable, 
and I didn't need US dollars, 
as 1 paid on iny card." 
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General summary and outlook: 

Northern and western Scotland will have a dull and 
damp day, with occasional rain and extensive hill 
fog. Eastern Scotland will also be cloudy but there 
will be some drier interludes. Northern Ireland will 
be mostly dull, with light rain and drizzle, chiefly in 
the west England and Wales will be generally over- 
cast and grey with a little rain, mainly in west Wales 
and eastern England lhis morning. II will be mild but 
rather breezy, with strong south- westerly winds in 
many northern and western areas. 

Tomorrow will be mild but breezy, with rain in the 
north west clearing to brighter spells and showers. 
Elsewhere it will be cloudy, with rain in western 
areas slowly edging east, although die south-east 
should stay dry. On Monday, many places will be 
dry, although there will be some drizzle on western 
coasts. Tuesday will bring more rain to the north and 
west, with wet and windy weather reaching all areas 
on Wednesday. The unsettled but mild spell is 
expected to continue through to the weekend. 

Man snsnr. uuny; tftfurie 


6 

43 

Cardiff 

s 

5 

41 

Inverness 

c 

5 

41 

Oxford 

c 

4 

39 

5 

41 

Carlisle 

■ 

1 

34 

Ipswich 

r 

4 

89 

Plvnentb 

c 

8 

43 

2 

36 

Cork 

f 

4 

39 

Isles ef Scillyc 

6 

43 


5 

41 

■1 

30 

Dover 

sh 

5 

41 

Jersey 

sb 

8 

46 

Shrewsbury 

s 

3 

37 

5 

41 

Dublin 

c 

2 

36 

Liverpool 

B 

2 36 

Sootbanplonf 

6 

43 

2 

36 

Edinburgh 

e 

4 

39 

London 

1 

6 

43 

Southend 

c 

5 

41 

5 

41 

Exeter 

f 

6 

43 

Manchester 

f 

4 

39 

St Andrews 

c 

5 

41 

5 41 

Glasgow 

e 

3 

37 

Newcastle 

c 

4 

39 

Stornoway 

c 

5 41 

4 

38 

Guernsey 

sb 

8 

46 


1 

4 

39 

York 

c 

4 

39 



Atoms 

AacUwd 

B. Aires 

Bangkok 

Ba n da na 

Beirut 


Bombay 


Cairo 
Cape Town 
Casablanca 
Cbrfetcbnrcli 
Copenhagen 
Cam 
Darrin 
Dftatran 


18 64 
1 7 53 

23 73 
32 90 

7 45 

19 66 
2 35 

2 36 
31 88 

3 37 

4 39 

20 68 
22 72 
15 59 
15 59 
-2 28 
14 57 
34 93 

24 75 


Ftafaoce 

Frankfurt 

Geneva 

Gibraltar 

HeWaU 

Haag Rang 

istaabal 

Jerusalem 

Jo ’berg 

KL Unnrnr 

Lisbon 

Las Argotes 

Madrid 

Majorca 

■am 

NMbouree 

Montreal 

Moscow 

Murick 


9 48 
2 36 
1 34 

15 59 
-9 16 
21 70 
14 57 
23 73 
21 70 
31 88 
14 57 
20 58 

5 41 
11 52 

16 61 
19 66 
-2 28 
-4 25 
-1 30 


New Vbrfc 

■tea 

Hkaria 

Parts 

Prague 

Beyktevtk 

Made Jaw 

Riyadh 

Stockholm 

Sydney 

Tenerife 

Tokyo 

Venice 

Vienna 

Warsaw 

Wash ingt on 

Woffington 

Zorich 


ts 8 
c T 1 
f 21 
e 2 
n 1 
c 3 
f 27 
f 23 
t 13 
f -6 
C 24 
f 23 
s 9 
c g 
c 5 
sn -2 
c IS 
t 28 
■ 0 


46 

52 

78 

36 
34 

37 
61 
73 
55 
21 
75 
73 
48 
48 
41 
28 
55 
B8 
32 


Lighting-up times 

Today 

Belfast 16JJ0 to 


Bimrinehsm— 15.54 to 

16.03 to 

15.45 to 

London 15^3 to 

Manchester— 15JS1 to 8.10 

Newcastle — 15.40 to 8.1S 


831 
8.03 
8.01 
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7.52 


Umorrow 

Nottingham- 15/19 to 8M 

B ir mingham — 1534 to fUKi 

Bristol.—. 16X2 to &02 


Glasgow— .15^4 to a34 

London- 1532 to 733 

Manchester -1530 to 8.11 
Newcastle — 1539 to 8.17 
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AA Road watch 


London. At between Waltocd Way. Will 
Hill Circus and Fwewavs Comer Car- 
reflewy reduced lo two lanes for long 
term roatferorls until 3t=J May 1936. 
Greater London. Ml . between J5-J5. Wa- 
tord area Roadworks atf a contraflow, 
with off peak and overnight lane aid car- 
riageway closures A 50rrrp*t speed lirrrtt 
Is also m place Until ZTrW December 
West Yorkshire. Ml J43-J42 Stourton to 
lohhouse (MS!). A contraflow and a 
SOmpfi speed limit are in place until 1 3th 
July 1996 

Somerset M5 J22-23 Highbndge to 
Brufgevrarer Major roadwork; due lo 
bridge repairs A 3 rrete contraflow is in 
place (Until March 31 1998) 

West Muf imis, M 6 J 8 (M5 Ink) 3 lanes 
north and 3 lane; south closed. 50 mph 
speed Imii m force with adcfttiwBi lane 
closures Until Dec l9thj 
Bucks. M40 J 1 a-3. Roadworks and am- 
irallw (Unlit 1999IASQ3 East Dwbar- 
lonshire. Glasgow Road Kilsyth Road- 
works at Sallmatloch Road until 9th 
December 

Gnaw Manchester. AS 6 Old Fraflurd 
Roadworks irrtil i9lh Jamary 19 %. 
Swh Lanarkshire M74 between J 1 0-1 1 . 
Lesntfogow and Happendon Contraflow 
wilh speed lesiricbon; in place (Until 
Dec 5CTiJ 

London A3211 BlacMrurs Underpass 
ConlralJow UnW April 15m 1998 


Out and about with AA Road- 
watch Til 0336 401 la me taeu ucal 
ana rational ra«c news Somcc ihe Auiomo- 
f’Je Aisoeawn Cut cftanjtJ af?9j> oet . 1 * 
ichcwi rater pe Inal ml other umasi me 
VAl 
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The sky at night 
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An Andaludan hoHday with a focus 
sounded a perfect combination. 
Rupert Sagor-Musgrttve set out to 
capture it afi on camera. 


The idea of a working holiday appealed. 
Nothing mi strenuous jk> a kibbutz, or help* 

mu replant trees in the rainforest. That 

would he iu » much like hard wort. No, why 
niM e'aendimvTwnareaafwarkwuhahol' 
idayV As a semi-professional photograph- 
er. a workshop at Los Pinos, the only 
English-run photography centre in Spain, 
seemed to combine the perfect ingredients. 
If you are one of those people who annoys 
everybody else by spending hours trying to 
get the perfeet shoL then this ts the holi- 
day for you - and nobody a. 01 complain, I 
dusted off my lenses, invested in a moun- 
tain of film, and armed in Andaluciu for 
a holiday that i could finally justify. 

By the lime I surfaced on the fusi 
morning, the group was already getting 
acquainted over codec in the library. This 
was not to be a holiday for the leisurely. 
Having disturbed ray roommate by stum- 
bling in at 3am. due to a “delay of inbound 
aircraft” at Gatwick. I now headed for the 
only familiar face among the group and 
apologised. Norman had flown in from 
Brussels and this was his second holiday 
here, which seemed to be just the sort of 
active recommendation that a newcom- 
er needed. 

Los Pinos, as the name suggests, is 
peacefully situated among pine trees on the 
edge of the Sierra Almijara, dose to 
Cnmpcta. .As I wandered through the gar- 
den towards the library , the view stretched 
away down the Torrox valley to the 
Mediterranean, the Costas, and beyond to 
the Rif Mountains of North Africa. The 
warm breeze was scented with pine and wild 
rosemary. 

Each course caters for groups of up to 
15 people, though ours was a very man- 
ageable seven. We spanned all ages and 
professions, from a therapist in her (ate 
twenties, to a middle-aged accountant, and 
a retired expatriate. The only common fac- 
tor was a been personal ambition to im- 
prove our photographic capabilities. 

The guest host for our workshop, the 
landscape photographer Michael Bus- 
selle. gave an introductory talk, accompa- 
nied by his own slicks to illustrate the thane 
for the week: “Colour landscape with a trav- 
el bias”. The essence of the holiday was to 
spend the next six days exploring the 
enormous diversity oflocatians in the sur- 
rounding region, known enigmatically as 
Axarquia. Our subject matter was some- 


times planned, sometimes just chanced 
upon. U was an experience of discovery, 
for nowhere looks the same twice, under 
dunging skies and mercurial light- 
Preconceptions can lead to disap- 
pointment but Andalucia matched up to 
the idv flic images conjured in my mind. 
Pueblos blancos, barren mountains, pots 
of geraniums, a goat herder tending his 
flock, a single olive tree surrounded by a 
carper of purple flowers. “You want to put 
a warm-up filter on this one," Michael en- 
thused. weaving through the obstacle 
course of tripods as the group congregated 
around yet another olive tree. Why is h 
that olive trees are so fascinating? Perhaps 


again for their cameras, plastic plates and 
cups being tossed aside, before returning 
for a slice of watermelon. 

The days were long. Sometimes we 

would stop to drop off films for process- 
ing al a shopping development down by the 
sea on our return to Los Pinos. The heat} 
traffic on the coastal road made a stark con- 
trast to ibe now familiar deserted moun- 
tain tracks. But with cameras stowed and 
bodies weary, the only thing on our minds 
by late evening was supper. A small de- 
canter of the local Compcta wine was al- 
ways kept lopped up in my log-cabin 
room, which served as a welcome aperitif 
before we reconvened for a feast of tra- 



in the frame: the landscape of Andalucia is as varied as it is photogenic 

Photographs; Rupert Sagar-Musgi’ave 


it is the expression of age in tbeir trunks, 
or their distorted forms. Even split in two 
with gaping hollows, they continue to grow 
and bear frulL 

Each day we would clamber into a four- 
wheel drive and set off for a chosen spot 
invariably accompanied by the two dogs at 
Los Pinos. On arrival we would all spread 
out, and settle down to our own personal 
objectives, with Michael being on hand for 
practical advice on technique, equipment 
and film 

Sometimes we would be so immersed 
in obtaining that perfect shot that lunch 
was forgotten until about three o'clock. 
Then suddenly a chorizo pasta salad with 
juicy tomatoes, roasted peppers, fresh 
olives and chunks of bread, miraculously 
appeared spread out on a tablecloth in the 
shade of a ubiquitous olive tree. Al- 
though refuelling was a high priority for 
everyone, the sight of a shepherd bring- 
ing his flock of goats down to the stream 
for a drink sent everyone scrambling 


ditional dishes superbly prepared each night 
by Sophia. This proved quite literally to be 
the driving force for us all. 

The centre provides a relaxed envi- 
ronment for a photographic holiday. 
When it came to an open critique of the 
group's work on the final day. the results 
were impressive to say the least. Feedback 
is an integral part of the learning experi- 
ence and sharing ideas with the other par- 
ticipants was equally beneficial. 

Of course the degree of attendance and 
thus personal progress during the week is 
up to you. Just don’t expect to improve your 
shots with a siesta by the pool. 

Los Pinos runs workshops from February to 
November, hosted by some of the best 
known names in British photography. 
Prices start at £450 for one week. The near- 
est airport is Malaga, transfer time approx- 
imately one hour. 

For further details teljfax 01386 841715 (UK), 
or tel! fax 0034 52 11 5355 (Spain). 
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A combination of dear air, abundance of wilderness and the 
sun low on the horizon make midsummer in Newfoundland 
ideal for nature photography. Photo Travellers (014S3 
425448) includes the island in its programme of .escorted 
r photography courses. The two-week course takes place in 
, Tf July and costs £1,995. Other subjects for 1998 include Costa 
x Rica, South India. US National Parks and walking in 
Provence. 

The surreal scenery and wild coastline of County Clare is the 
setting for a series of an holidays run by the Burren College of 
.Art (00 353 65 77200). The college is spectacularly located on 
the edge of the Burren just south of Ballyvaughan, on the west 
coast of Ireland, and offers courses on painting, drawing and 
photography. A botanical painting week in May costs £150, 
while a Beginning Photography weekend course is £75. 
Accommodation is extra, costing around £30 per day for full 
board. 

Dfliiagton House (014 60 52427), near Chard in Somerset, is a 
council- run residential college offering weekend courses from 
October to June on all sorts of arts and crafts, including 
calligraphy and Japanese silk painting. 

The ultimate contemporary guide for an artistic holiday in 
Spain must be the writer Michael Jacobs. He will be 
_*A. escorting a tour of Tbledo and Madrid in April and October 


RE D CHA NNEL 

A compendium of hazards facing today’s traveller. This 
week: safely rips for visitors to Budapest — as supplied by 
the Gellert Hotel to its guests. 

• Never leave your handbag unattended in the breakfast 
room or hotel restaurant, even when you go over to the 
buffet. Cable. 

• Do not take all your money with you when you go lor a 
walk Carry yonr purse or wallet as close to your body as 
possible -preferably in an inside pocket that closes with a 

1 . zipper.. 

I aa '# Always keep your handbag or shoulder bag dosed and 
hold it towards the front of your body so that it cannot 

>-■ : easily be snatched away from you. 

• Remember, even a locked boot and a secured parking 
place are not a guarantee that no one will break into 

your car. . 

• If you drink alcohol you are not allowed to drive. 

| . Forforrign office advice on Hungary and _ 

| countries, comet the Travel Advice Unit on 01 71-+38 45 

| of 4504, or/«a DJ7J-12S8 4545; on the Internet, at 

I . htpfJyAvwfai^rvjukloron BBC-2 Cecfaxfrom page 
onwards. 


next year, on behalf of Martin Randall Travel (0181-742 
3355). The five-night holiday costs £S45. with a single 
supplement of £70. The group size is limited to u maximum 
of 22. The same company arranges private visits to the 
Sistinc Chapel (a privilege enjoyed yesterday by the Cuban 
President's brother, Raul Castro), as part of some of its lours 
to Italy. 

The new Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao is included on a 
Spanish itinerary from ACE Study Tours {01223 835055 j in 
May; a week costs £875. The company is also running a 
summer tour of Finnish art and architecture. Besides Helsinki, 
the trip indudes visits to the timber town of Porvoo and the 
city of Turku. 

In south-western France, a British-run visual studies centre 
called Atelier de la Rose (00 33 5 65 24 66 36) offers summer 
schooling in drawing painting and photography. Non- 
participating partners can slay free of charge. 

The throughly updated 1998 Painting Holiday Directory is 
published on Monday, price £4.75 including postage. It is 
available from some bookshops or direct from PHD 
Publications, PO Box 1, Pont eland. Newcastle NEW 2EB 
(01830 540215). 


ON SUNDAY 
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GREEN CHANNEL 


If you cat organic food in the air (as you do on Swissair 
flights) are you being cnvironmcntally-friendly? Well ... 
even accounting lor the environmental benefits of organ- 
ic farming, air travel is increasing at such a dramatic rate 
that unfortunately no amount of organic sandwiches will 
stop the damage aeroplanes are causing in terms of cli- 
mate change. 

As more and more of us get a taste for the delights of 
travel (there are likely to be J. 6 billion of us exploring the 
globe by 2020). carbon dioxide and nitrogen oxide 
emissions from aircraft are escalating. Friends of the 
Earth point out that despite technological improvements 
making aircraft “greener", by 2015 planes arc expected to 
double their current contribution of 3-5 per cent of (he 
global greenhouse effect and could cause hall of the 
annual destruction of the ozone layer. 

But, as anyone who has compared rail and air travel 
prices to Ireland, Paris or Brussels will know, air is often 
cheaper. All but the richest environmentalists are 
consequently deterred from choosing rail over plane on 
short-haul journeys. And when it is cheaper to fly to the 
Caribbean than it is to fly to Europe it is no surprise that 
long-baul travel is booming. 

The answer? It may not be a popular one. but Friends 
Of the Earth suggests putting lax on air ticket*, aircraft 
fuel and transport of goods by air - U car drivers pay tax 
on petrol, why should air tra\ cl be exempt? 

As world leaders debate dimale change this week and 
next al Ihe UN Convention on Climate Change in Kyoto. 
Ihe role of air travel should undoubtedly be considered 
Friends of the Earth will be demonstrating at airports 
world-wide this weekend, campaigning for "The Right 
price for Air Travel". For the traveller, if* “ biller pill to 
swallow, as it will increase the price of our holidays, but 
it’s likely to do more to save the world than eating 
organic food on aircraft "ill ever do. 


what do Tony, Dolly, and 
Saddam have in common! 

Find out tomorrow 

PLUS: 

The Tatton Terrors - Neil and Christine Hamilton 
invite you into their lovely home 

Sun Hill Superstars - the unusal suspects 
who have done their time in The Bill 

Dressing up for Christmas - the essential guide 

to office party chic 

Decriminalise cannabis - the latest news in the 
campaign that everyone is talking about 
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Among the 
chattering classes 


Hey, hey with the monkeys - or at 
least the lemurs, capuchins and 
orang-utans. David Wilson visits 
Monkey World, in Dorset 

The Orel thing you see in the 40-acre wood- 
land park of Monkey World is a colony of 
lemurs. On the day we were there they were 
sprawling on their backs in the sunshine and 
displaying tileir long, bushy tails. They 
looked as if they'd just had a wild party. 

When feeding-time comes they start to 
get frisky. During our visit, a male called 
Chewy dived out of his cage, dangled by one 
arm from an oak tree, then dropped to the 
ground and snuggled up to a member of 
our group. 

A keeper squirted water to shoo him 
away. Chewy then started dancing with a 



female lemur, mirroring her movements. 
They grappled delicately, exchanging little 
kicks and cuffs. Meanwhile his tribe 
launched into a chorus like nothing we'd 
ever heard: a croaking mar that conjured 
up visions of the jungles of Madagascar. 
Thrilling. 

The sanctuary' s other species arc less an- 
archic, more under control: but they by no 
means resemble prisoners. They seem at 
ease in their enclosures. Very few show any 
signs of stress: no pacing, twitching or de- 
spondent brooding. The reason is that, as 
the keepers emphasise, every primate gets 
treated as an individual. 

Many have been rescued from fright- 
ening predicaments. The macaques came 
from a laboratory where they were used in 
contraceptives testing. One of them. Shaky, 
lends to tremble as a result Her compan- 


ions looked more robust as they waved their 
big. pink behinds to attract the male - who 
yawned, displaying his fangSu 

The keeper interpreted: “He's telling me 
"Stay away from my harem and quite 
honestly he’s welcome to them." 

The slender capuchins are more ap- 
proachable. One was rescued in Rolf Har- 
ris's Animal Hospital. Amazingly, in 
America they themselves arc sometimes 
employed as nurses for paralysed people, 
performing such tasks as feeding and lift- 
ing the telephone. 

Above all, what we sensed in the straw- 
sweetened air of Monkey World was the 
tenderness of primates. The two orang- 
utans, Ami and Banji, sat locked in a seem- 
ingly interminable embrace that made us 
a touch misty-eyed. 

By contrast the male chimps displayed 
vigour and machismo. They somersaulted 
and beat their chests. One of their enclos- 
ures, a pyramid structure, was built by the 
Challenge Armeka team in just three days. 

As well as the living attractions the 
centre also features a climbing-net where 
children keenly mimi c the monkeys. Any- 
one needing still more stimulation may try 
the mini-motorbikes, slides, swings and 
assault course. 

The visitors 

Suzy Bell from Kensington, south west Lon- 
don, took her children, Lucy, seven, and 
William, five. 

Suzy: To be honest, to begin with I wasn’t 
particularly interested in the trip. 1 had the 
impression that monkeys are grim and ugly 
creatures. But I really got into it. We'd 
planned to spend two hours. In the end we 
were there for four. It's just the right size. 

I didn’L realise monkeys had such 
human faces, and yet all that fur. It's eerie. 
I found the orang-utans incredibly grace- 
ful, as if they were moving in slow motion. 
They're also very gentle - an example to 
us alL 

I thought all the staff were c harming , and 
of course Chewy was adorable. I wanted to 
take him home. I wonder why there's so 
much stress on the chimps, in the advert- 
ising and on the T-shirts and so on. There's 
more to the place than that. 



Lucy: I watch lots of nature programmes. 
Normally they have monkeys in them. I 
liked the monkey [a capuchin) that can look 
after you when you're older. Granny should 
have one. 

I also liked Chewy. He looked like he 

was wearing a cardigan. His longue w:is very 

soft. Gibbons are pretty - all fluffy and 
cuddly - or was it orang-utans? 

Wc bought a toy monkey to go with my 
penguin, Pip. I’d like a real monkey. 
Mummy says we can't. 

William: The best bit was Chewy. I wanted 
to cuddle Chewy. I have seen lions. Mon- 
keys are nicer than lions. Monkey World 
is more fun than a museum. Chimpanzees 
are scary, though. 


The deal 

Getting there: Monkey World is in Long- 
thorns. near Wareham. Dorset ( freephone 
i tsi H 1 45noClO ). By car it is a few miles north 
of the A35- between Wool and Wareham: 
by train it is a £3 taxi each way (Uflflfl obo 
ohb) from Wool station. 

Opening times: daily. 1 1 lam-? pm. 
Admission: £4.75 adults. £2.75 children. 
£3.25 senior citizens and disabled. £13 fam- 
ily ticket (two adults and two children). 
Support: you can adopt a primate and 
receive its photograph, an adoption cert- 
ificate. The Ape Rescue Chronicle. and a free 
one-year season ticket to Monkey World. 
For information on the campaign to save 
chimps from BSE experiments, contact 
Monkey World. 


PITSTOP 

A few miles away from Monkey World you can slop for refreshments and a 
view of the brooding ruins of Corfe Castle. The National Trust Tba Room 
(01929 431332) at The Square. Corfe Castle, serves coffee and various cakes 
from 1 lam. then at lunch time come home-made soup (always vegetarian), 
sandwiches, quiche and salad, and filled jacket potatoes, as well as a few hot 
specials. Choices for afternoon tea include the Dorset cream tea with local 
home-made jam. and the Purbeck tea comprising two slices of locally baked 
bread, jam and a choice of cakes. There’s a roast on Sundays, and they re 
happv in cater for young children, with two high-chairs, children s cups, 
bottles, small portions and a short children's menu. 

From the Egon Ronay guide 'And Children Come Too...’, Bookman, £9.99 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


TRAVEL: OVERSEAS 


Overseas Travel 


WHY PAY FOR 
TRAVEL INSURANCE 
WHEN YOU CAN 
GET IT FREE AT 
LUNN POLY? 

| Free travel insurance with any brodmred overseas 
holiday costing £299’ or wore per person. 

Jut ask at any Loan Poly Holiday Shop. 


Lunn Poly 

I better nay to getaway 


AppfcE H Proch u ad overseas tottays ntii a dwaben d up to 17 days only. 
*£399 v more per person on tang haul haMay«. Ofler carrot Da corrMnadwIUi 
any offwr pranovoraf rfter tfisoount a^Aastongi boofckigs ody end ts 
mtyeci n mataUty. Fukdeutis ovaleble in chops. 



DMLYUSMUOHT 
DEPT 25 DEC -31 MAR 


N. Y0RK/BQ5Y0N 227 
WASHINGTON 227 
ATLANTA 237 

CHICAGO 249 

HOUSTON/D ALIAS 277 
L VEGAS/PHOEWX 289 
L ANGELES 305 
SAN FRANCISCO 326 

METICAL INSURANCE FOR 
USA 2 WK 123 AVib L26 

For friend^ eflWent ssrvfca ran 

^0171 4820414* 

KDULMSIIS FU »W. HOUOB 


JORDON, EGYPT, ISRAEL Timor 
mods hbwartes. Call Destination 
Red Sea on 0181 440 3900 ABTA 
U0122 ATOL 3851. 


Spain 


SPAES 

TrudlUonal errantry ho one*. 
Tllla* and apart meals 
many with pools lo rural 
Spain & Hmui^bL 1 

FREE COLOUR 



ANDALUCIA. Three romantic cot- 
tages In oSve 8 la man grove 
south from Granada. Peaceful 
POOL Tel: 01564 782 321 
C/BLANCA MOAAIRA. VBaa up to 
8. s/poaL beach. 07000 781 112. 
VINTAGE SPAIN: Country frowns 
with pools m unspoilt areas ol 
Catalunya and Andakicla. 01384 
_ 261431 ATOL 2787 AJTOA0TA 


Holiday Partes 

Holland 

Germany 

Quality hoMqr parks in 
Holland and the Block Forast 
and Moid regions of Germany. 

Pbene 01502 502 005 
Quote Aim 


TVtkeOff 


Freep hone 
Student Travel 


0500 49 77 83 


Airtrava/- Eumstartfc/rets - 
tan t cost travel insurance • 
adventures 
1ATA Accrniaed 

Acoitg ai aggro for ATOL hoidtr^ 


FLIGHTSEATS 


AflcantaFr — ESS Ddanan ebb 

Malaga £50 MabFi OB 

BE-- GraeoHteias.£M 

PPM— — C99 Ogneva £89 

TdAWv £129 

Ortando- -Ciffl 
Canada £229 


Tuner* £70 

Larzanaa- -£79 

Fistful £89 

HLElfCfEMMOWUMVEKSLMIMlE 

ABTA NBCERS FOR 18 YEARS 

*04. «WT POTTO. HUBS 



ICALLH 

■LOBAL 

■TOUMfSWRKT 

■01244 882400 

BETAS. AGENTS FOR ATOi MOIOge 


CHEAPEST 

FLIGHTS 

0121 693 0893 
0181 406 4060 

SUNSHARE VACATIONS 


Fbrtugal 


LOW COST FLIGHTS 


USA CANADA AUSTRALIA 
NEW ZEALAND SOUTH AMERICA 
CARIBBEAN FAR EAST 
MIDDLE EAST AFRICA 

THRIFTWAY 
m TRAVEL 

0^0171 -4901490 




The travel section of 
The Independent has the most 
discriminating, sophisticated 
and knowledgeable readers 
of any newspaper. 

Simon Colder & Hamel O’Brien 


JETLINE 

Di , .;aunt('d l.ve^ to .V! deitin.itigr* 
SPAIN ;.£69 USA r.r,!r£U9 
PORTUGAL 79 CAPUflBCAW 709 
CANARIES S9 S. AFRICA 369 
ISRAEL 129 CANADA 9‘j 
GREECE 99 INDIA. 'GOA 299 
CYPRUS 139 FAR EAST 319 
SKI FLIGHTS _79 AUSTRALIA 299 
xrvias SPECMI.K 
rm.HI noMKAY / jo-bukc. 



Portugal 


PORTUGUESE 


Q Witty vita dung the 
mago Jk onf esanfias, and a 
avtw seteetten cf wnr flu mes 
and cottages set ra the koart of 
the glorious, onspdtt uran ti yiM o. 
Most properties have poo Is. 
MINHO ALGARVE 
SINTRA ALETSTEJO 
V7 Himboh Road, tandem W6 SOW 
erot 2 m r, ™<mi *eiol vso 


0171-385 4775 


USA 


N EW B NOLAHO VACATIONS - DJs- 
tbKtlve lira SfrorByhomesL non- 
slop flights W Boston, brochu r e 
Line: 01727 B52211. Fully 
bonded. AHTA V51B4 ATTO ATOL 
2878. 


Portugal 


VINTAGE PORTUGAL: Cottages 
with pools fri unspoilt Ncotfi. 
Mlnho end Doura. new coast 
01954 281431 AITO ATOL 2787 
ABTA 


Far East 


THAILAND. Small group tours lo 
dscovor the ’Real* Thailand. For 
deads 01264 781225-®’ 


South Africa 


CAPE TOWN, luxury vUta. sloops 
2/10, fully equipped Jive mins 
tram bewtfi£7SO po.Tei: 01225 


If you wish to 
advertise 
in this 

section please 
call the 

Travel Team 
on 

01712932222 


Africa 



CAPE TOWN WINELAND5 
GARDEN ROUTE NATAL 
TRANSVAAL ZMBABWE 
A unique selection of Classic 
Hotels. Game Reserves and 
Charming Homes ft Gardens. 
By-drive Mb ifrea flights la Cuban 
Cap? Toom. WaiMdwrg. Hanr? 
South African Affair AIUL73W 
5/7 rtddtft Road. London Wv 80H 


0171-381 5222 


Balearics 


VINTAGE SPAIN: Matloican 8 
M anorc a n farmhouses wdfr pools 
In unspoilt areas, near coast 
01964261 431. AfTO ATOL Z787 


Canaries 


L^&ANAAIE? 


LUX VILLAS. 
APARTMENTS & HOTELS 


■ 0KAWCAHA H1A.TP 1CTE ■ 

■ LAKZAiWTt FTJEJTrEVBfrURA. ■ 

[LA GOIERA, B. HERO, LA PAUiAl 


•181 530 3747 

^jrochoro^ 

WALK FROM YOUR DOOR In spec- 
tacular scenery, simple Caslta In 
unspoilt La Gcmera . sip 2/4. 
C135pw. 01788 82Z793 after 7pm 


I South America 
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V AMERICA./: 


brand Grwfsi 

0181 747 83© 

SdwduWfflgte 

01817473108 

Maocheser Bondi 

0161 832 1441 

Adc for our FREE magazine 
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Greece 


SPRING FLOWERS BraatWeftlng 
views A empty beaches. Discover 
Western Crete from s/c visage 
houses. Tel 0181 780 0879 ATOL 
2757 AfTO 

GREGOHLE/HLOXENIA A very OB- 
forent choice at hols S ffls tor 
people who enjoy ell aspects of 
Graoce. AM. ABd. D1422 357699 
GREEK ISLANDS CLUB. 1998 
Brochure features Vie best hide- 
away villas In Vie Ionian 8 Spo- 
: rapes l9ianOs TW; 01S32 220477 
ABTA AfTO ATOL B48 
SfMPUf CRETE 1998 Bodnn Out 
Now. Escape Ora m ok i saoom end 
experience the roof Ciela. 
Bostorod country coll a ges. v«as 
■ with private pools, qualify aporl- 
mentsand tamBy-run frotals. Plus 
Wand Wandering and Special 
I rrteres HoMays. 0181 B9S 9323 
ABTA Vi 337 ATOL 1 922 ATTO 
SIMPLY IONIAN 195fl aochura Old 
Non. Pwos. Corfu. Lefkas. 
MegonlBl. Imaca, Cephatorua, 
ZairAhos. VBteo with private 
pools, tamily-nm hotels and sca- 
skh? conag as in boaulihd loca- 

hona away from ihe mainstream 

0181 995 9323. ABTA VI337 
. ATOL 1922 AfTO. 


Winter Sun 


WHY PAY HORE 
FOR YOUR 

WINTEI 

OVERSEAS 

AT LEAST 8% 0FI 

Offer applies to a fas 
holidays aid cruises 
Holidaycare iisaranc 

CHECK LUNN POUT PfilC 

AfiT* 

’97/8 

HOLIDAY? 

PAT LUNN POLY 

ge range of brodmred 
last take out our 

ES BEFORE YOU BOOK 



Over the last 1 2 months, 
439,000 Independent and 
Independent on Sunday readers 
have taken a holiday in the 
British Isles. 

Source: TGt 1997 



THE ASSOCIATION 
OF INDEPENDENT 
TOUR OPERATORS 


For a unique 
range of real holidays 
that are fully-bonded, 
flexible and 
definitely original - 
book ATTO! 

For a FREE copy of the 
AD O Directory listing all member 
companies, please telephone 

0181 607 9080 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


O** Iv nera toAtfvp or* ^tujiuMUivPAimBDfrfftf 
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Cuba 



iaHcr-made at an nchm haWaw M 3.4 8 5 S» hatetlesorts Bam £399 
m Boo* inr. CanBctervce. Booi *ntn IHE r&»9ng spxiatet 


Stunning Cuba! 




2429 


Tailor made 
packages, city 
breaks, tours and 
flight only to Cuba 

INTERCHANGE 


Telephone: 

0181 681 3612 

(24 hrs) 


CUBA: Hawmatoun The New UK 
Experts. Tailor-made tvrwanes. 
Beach Hobdays. Rights. Christ- 
mas and New Year AvaHaftlftty 
Irom London end Manchester. 
Fbr unbiased S wgrarr advice. caS 
Havanatour. A worldwide group 
Ol Cuba specialists. 01707 
648483. Havanatour UK Ltd. 
ATOL 4636 


SPECIAL PLACES 

for Mt/or-nut/t packages in 
Cuba. Costa Rica, and 
North Cyprus. 

Vru Jcsrindik>ns for /<W 
Sri Lanka. Tallinn, and 
Lebanon. 

Cabas Cigar Toon, Spring 1998 
Tcfc 01892 661 157 
ABTA V5412 ATOL KM 


TRIPS 

WerlAwlde 

a wpndarftff way to 
plan your tmval ln_ 

CUBA 

Wh omtu flftffm, u8er«KKta. 
uobedMpg Jod eceiogfol 
lews of Cabs. 

COTA mCKO»K DOMMKfr. 

OWIHMCSnNfr 

BomuiMvMmeotJnpiAM. 

HMMD6TO3M0. 

rgPHCT£ 0117 987 2626 
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48 hours in the heart of Havana 


For a short cut to the 
soul of the Cuban 
capital, Michael Williams 
offers a guide. 


Why go now? 

Because the finest Spanish colo- 
nial city on earth is shining more 
brightly this December than 
for a decade. Because you no 
longer have to fly via Gander or 
East Berlin to get there. And, 
who knows, after four decades 
of revolution, it really could be 
Fidel Castro's Iasi Christmas . . . 


Beam down 

Cuhana (0171-734 1165) flies 
three times a week from 
GatwicL using a DC-10. A 
fortnight from today it begins 
flying weekly from Manchester. 
Fares are high: around £500. in- 
cluding taxes. Bui you could also 
find a package tour, staying in 
the best hotels for around the 
same price. Be prepared for 
your flight to stop at Brussels, 
taking the journey time up to 12 
f hours. Taxis at the airport cost 
around £10 into town. 

Check in 

After a trip like that, you don't 
want to be scouring the dark- 
ened streets of Old Havana for 
somewhere to stay. So try to 
book, in advance. The budget 
option is the perennially cheer- 
ful and grotty Caribbean (00 53 
7 62 2071) on the Prado. The 
smarter and more atmospher- 


ic Plaza (00 53 7 62 2066) or 
Inglaterra (00 53 7 62 7072) on 
Parque Central, the main 
square, cost around £60 double. 
Top of the range is the new 
Hotel Santa Isabel, just opened 
m a converted palace on the lav- 
ishly restored Plaza de Armas 
(00 537 33 8201). It costs 
around £90 for two. 

Get your bearings 
You could easily spend a week, 
let alone a weekend, in the con- 
spiratorial confines of Old Hav- 
ana. But to see how it fits into 
the Revolutionary scheme of the 
whole, lake a trip out to the 
western district of Miramar 
(where, p re- 1959, the Mafia 
community hung out) and see 
the Mode! of the City, housed 
in a hangar on Cahe 28 between 
Avenidas 1 and 3. An amazingly 
detailed wooden model gives an 
excellent overview of the entire 
capital, with each century 
colour coded to give an idea of 
the development of Havana. 

Take a ride 

Almost anything that moves in 
Havana can be construed as a 
taxi. But from an aesthetic 
point of view, a pre-1959 Amer- 
ican saloon (of which there are 
hundreds prowling the streets) 
is the only way to travel. You can 
pick up a dowager of Detroit 
around Parque Central or near 
the railway station. Fix your 
price with the driver first. 
Literary interlude 
While you are queueing (get 


used to Cuban queues) for im- 
migration, or changing money, 
or simply waiting to be served 
in a cafe, re-read Graham 
Greene’s Our Man In Havana. 
This comic talc of the vacuum 
cleaner salesman turned spy is 
the perfect evocation of the 
Havana mood - the steamy 
heat, the sleaze and that in- 
definable sense of political dan- 
ger. Jl was written in 1958, but 
half-dose your eyes and it could 
just be happening in 1997. 

Take a hike 

From the main square, go east 
along Calle O’Reilly through de- 
liciously complex layers of col- 
onialism, Communism and 
community. Promenade around 
the Plaza de Armas, nod in the 
direction of Ernest Hemingway 
at the Ambos Mundos hotel 
(and loll the bell that stands op- 
posite), then return along Calle 
Obispo. When you reach the 
main square at the end. loop 
back along Calle Obrapia. You 
can keep this up all morning, 
turning up all manner of cur- 
iosities - and being hissed at 
once per block by someone 
offering cheap cigars - or a girl. 

Lunch on the run 

Havana is not a great city for 
people who lunch. Best bet is to 
stoke up on the lavish hotel 
breakfasts, though this year for 
the first time a fasti ish ) food in- 
dustry has emerged from the 
doorways of Old Havana and its 
seedier western neighbour. Cen- 


tral Havana. You can gel a slab 
til pizza in brown paper and an 
ice-cream for eight pest's (30p). 

Cultural afternoon 

Fidel will be pleased if you call 
in at the Presidential Palace. Not 
his heavily guarded HQ. of 
course, but the residence of the 
dictator he deposed - Fulgen- 
cio Batista. This has become the 
Museum of the Revolution, 
repository of the heritage of Che 
Guevara and his compatiercs. 
You can see not only such rev- 
olutionary essentials as Che's 
socks and his mistress's hand- 
hag, hut also, in the gardens out- 
side. the mangled wreckage of 
an American U2 spy plane shot 
down during the Cuban missile 
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Window shopping 

Cuba is the perfect destination 
for shopaholics to go cold 
turkey. You are free to browse, 
presupposing you can find a 
shop with (a) windows that 
aren't concealed by grubby net 
curtains, or (b) anything you 
might want in it. You will be of- 
fered countless cigars, but to 
avoid duds wait until you gel to 
the airport on the way home. A 
good bet for a souvenir is to 
head for the quirky second-hand 
book market on Plaza de 
Armas, or some old postcards 
of historic Havana from the 
Office of i he City Historian at 
I he bottom of Calle Obispo. 

An aperitif 

“My daiquiri in El Floridila," 
Hemingway was fond of saying. 
Bui in the Fifties, it wasn't the 
priciest bar in Havana: now it 
charges more for a cocktail than 
the average Cuban earns in a 
week, instead, head for the rau- 
cous La Uuvia del Oro, halfway- 
down Obispo. You won’t miss it. 
because of the blast of salsa 
thrumming through the door. 

Demure dinner 

Most restaurants serve dreary, 
standardised fare. Not surpris- 
ing. since they are generally run 
hy the slate. Bui since iu94. 
entrepreneurs have been able to 
open private rest a u ranis, /w/- 
ikltins. provided they d< »u*i scat 
more than 12 people. A good 
place to go is La Moncdu. serv- 
ing delicious fish with salad, 
beans and rice with fried banana 
fur less than £5 a head, it is at 
San Ignacio 77. near the cathe- 
dral. but gel there early - there 
arc only three tables. 



Steamy heat, sleaze and 
that indefinable sense of 
political danger; Havana 
today could have come 
straight off the pages of 
Graham Greene's 
famous novel 

Photographs: Tom Pilston 


A night at the opera 

Chris Smith may think he’s on 
to a good thing by reinventing 
Cuveni Garden as "the people's 
opera”. But Fidel got there 
first: £7.50 will buy you the best 
seat in the house at the Gran 
Teuiro de la Hahana. which 
claims to be the oldest working 
theatre in the world. The splen- 
did 2.m JO-seat baroque building 
was opened in 1837. You won’t 
even have to queue for a seat. 
Respectful of culture-loving 
tourists. Cubans will push you 
to the front of the line. 


Sunday: go to church 
The Pope arrives next month, 
and religion is the big thing in 
town. But you don't need to 
brave the hustle and crowds of 
Cathedral Square. Head for 
the while Iglesia del Santo 
Angel Cuslndib. on Monsenate, 
near the waterfront. Il nestles 
among some of the loveliest 
streets of the old town - just the 
place to lift Lhc 'spirits. 

Bracing brunch 

The sun will be hot now. and it's 
time to cool < iff by the fountain 


HIGH ROAD 


in the Moorish courtyard of the 
newly restored Hotel Sevilla. 
Take tapas here, with perhaps 
a mojito (ice, lime, mint and 
rum ) to revive the spirits. (Mind 
the gents, though; il was here 
that Greene’s hero. WormaJd, 
was recruited into MI6), 

The old man and the sea 

Get a 1954 Chewy to drive you 
to Hemingway's old villa at the 
Finca Vigfa, 10 miles south of 
the city - Marie Celeste-like, the 
gleaming- white house is just as 
he left it when be departed from 


ppm 


Cuba in 1958. shortly before his 
suicide. With bunting trophies 
on the wall, whisky bottles at the 
ready and the table set for din- 
ner, you expect the big man to 
walk in at any minute. 

The icing on the cake 
Take the lift to the top of the 
newly opened (but not newly 
built) Jos£ Marti memorial on 
Revolution Square. Che Gue- 
vara smiles up at you while you 
survey the whole heroic mess 
that is the Caribbean's largest 
and greatest city. 


For the past 32 years, the way to travel from Birmingham 
New Streci to London Eusron has been hy InterCity train. 
Thu journey lime has increased considerably in that 
peril <d. from 83 minutes in the Seventies to 10(1 or more 
now that Virgin Trains runs the service, rather than 
British Rail. The lare for a day return, departing at 
around 9 am. i> £59.50 return; this falls jo £24 after 
9.3liam. Details of this, and most other trains - but not 
the one below - from 11345 4S4**50. 


LOW ROAD 


Silvcriink County sounds like a brand of tennis racket, but 
is. in fact, the new name for the privatised North London 
Railways. It. too. runs trains between Birmingham and 
EuMmi. though they travel a slower, longer mute via 
Northampton. - taking just over two hours. 

A day-trip starting am lime after tt.3tfcun costs £17.911. 
and if four people travel together they pay a total of £28 - 
just t7 each. Before s.'Oam. though, the fare is a 
uhaekine £5 l, .5u. Find out more on 111 923 2117258. 


Ireland 

L \Mt a different life 

HOLIDAYS ’98 

Irelands colt rise boards, north and 
south, have got together to create some 
unforgettable breaks and holidays 
this year. From B&B’s to castles, from 
long weekends to weeks on end, you’ll 
find Ireland’s world famous welcome is 
now warmer chan ever. For our hill 
colour brochures, call us free on 

0800 55 55 98. 

http://ireland.iravd.ie 
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Higher 
than the 
snow 


It sounds scary but simple: you just float 
off a mountain with a canopy billowing 
over your head. Anna Rockdl goes 
parapenting at Courchevel. 


Siding off a mountain seemed an unwise idea. Not, 
you understand, skiing down it, though that can be 
scary enough; skiing off it into space, hovering over 
the valley below. You’re attached to some kind of 
flotation aid. obviously, but none the less suspend- 
ed almost a kilometre above the valley floor. 

I had watched in envy from the slopes as multi- 
coloured canopies had swooped gently in the blue 
heavens above the snowy peaks, twirling and rising 
on the thermals and putting us meagre skiers to earth- 
bound shame. Such a calmly terrifying sport had to 
be tried. 

The scene of the action was the Col de la Loze 
(already Z*3G0 metres high), above Courchevel in 
the Freach Alps, but the sport, known as parapente, 
is widely available throughout the French ski re- 
sorts. Unless you have some experience , you’ll want 
to do this in tandem - once you are up in the air, 
there isn't a lot anyone can do to help you if you 
don't know what you axe doing. My guide. Serge, 
was a typical French ski instructor, with skin the 
colour of a lightly done steak, and a flirtatious 
streak. He harnessed me to a contraption that 
seemed to have far too few buckles, and then 
hooked himself up behind me. With his skis either 
side of mine, the silk canopy neatly laid out behind 
us and the safety checks duly done, we were ready 
to launch into the thin air. 

The slope we were on was gently skiable for about 
50 yards, and then plummeted away into a death- 
defying couloir. Despite the fact that I fell com- 
fortingly secure strapped up to Serge, I prayed we 
would take off before we ended up sliding down the 
extreme corridor of doom. No fear of that - when 



Skiing upwards: using 
tiie wind and thermals, 
when you parapente 

you defy gravity and 

ascend 

Photograph: Steve Godfrey 


Serge gave the word, we let ourselves start moving 
down the slope for, ooh. about 5ft before we met 
with resistance from the canopy behind us, that had 
immediately filled with air and stood puffed up in 
a billowing wall of silk. Slowly, very slowly, we skied 
on down until suddenly we seemed to be airborne. 


Then suddenly we weren’t, and then - hurrah - we 
made it, and were floating gently away from the 
mountainside. 

I was expecting to be terrified, but the fear is 
all in the anticipation. Although we seemed miles 
above the valley floor - and rising - peering down 


between our skis at inordinate quantities of noth- 
ing. I felt safe. 

The surprising thing about parapente is your abil- 
ity to defy- gravity. It's not like parachuting, where 
you simph fall very slowly: you actually ascend and 
fly unmoiorised, using the wind and thermals like 


Skis as baggage: what a carry-on 


All the big six ski 
operators now make a 
charge of £12 or £13 for 
checking skis and 
snowboards on to their 
charter flights. Why? 
asks Stephen Wood. 


Skiere, says Paul Carter, are not 
the sort of people “who judge 
a holiday just by its £299 
brochure price". Mr Carter is 
head of marketing at Crystal 
Holidays, Britain’s biggest ski 
operator, so he is familiar with 
customers who consider the 
cost of all the extras. And when 
he’s asked why skiers must pay 
extra to have their skis carried 
on a charter flight- he’s ready 
with his defence. 

If you’ve been skiing for a 
few years, you will remember 
the time when skis were re- 


garded as luggage, and travelled 
as part of an allowance of 20- 
odd kilos. And you will have 
noticed, creeping into the small 
print of the brochures, a para- 
graph that normally starts “with 
a growing number of skiers 
and snowboarders taking their 
own equipment on holiday ...” 
and ends with your having to 
reach into your pockeL 

Paul Carter’s argument goes 
like this. “Scheduled airlines wQ] 
tell you that in-flight meals are 
free." he says. “But of course 
that isn't true; the cost of the 
meals is simply included in Lhe 
cost of the ticket. There is a cost 
to us in carrying skis and snow- 
boards, because they involve 
extra handling costs and add 
weight to the plane - which 
increases fuel consumption. 
And our view is this; that those 
who benefit from a service 
should pay for it, and those who 
don't should not.” 


On scheduled flights, Crys- 
tal buys tickets for its clients, 
who can (like the other pas- 
sengers) take their skis and 
snowboards without charge. 
But when it runs a charter 
flight, it hires a plane (with a lull 
tank of fuel) and a crew for a 
specific flight, and pays a fee to 
cover all the costs of the char- 
ter airline. Crystal doesn't pay 
separately for fuel or baggage 
handling; they are. like airline 
meals, included in the price of 
the plane. But since the hire 
price will reflect those increas- 
ing costs, says Paul Carter, it’s 
reasonable that those who push 
them up should pay up: “So 
rather than spread the extra cost 
of carriage among all the pas- 
sengers, we just charge those 
who have taken their skis and 
snowboards with them." 

Fair enough? Not quite. The 
operators claim that the bulk of 
boards and skis whicb passen- 


gers are attempting lo get into 
the aircraft hold has increased 
the chances of this luggage 
having to be off-loaded from 
charter flights; hence the £12- 
£13 charge which does, in Crys- 
tal’s words, “improve the 
reliability of carriage". But 
when I asked whether ski equip- 
ment often has to be off-loaded. 
Gary Greenwood, operations 
manager of Gatwick Handling, 
said that “it’s a rare occur- 
rence, although it does happen, 
particularly with smaller 
planes". Such as the Boeing 
737? No, Mr Greenwood's ex- 
amples were the BAC 1-11 and 
the BAe 146, planes that are too 
small to be used on any normal 
skiing charter. 

And did Gatwick Handling 
charge a charter airline more for 
humping a lot of boards and skis 
on to a plane? No, said Mr 
Greenwood: Ibey charged a 
flat fee for the plane, no mat- 


ter how much luggage there was 
to be loaded. 

When I enquired about 
charter-flight fuel charges. Brit- 
annia Airlines was unhelpful. 
Monarch, however, was quite 
straightforward: a spokesperson 
said that airline charter costs 
were “something that the char- 
ier companies and the tour op- 
erators don’t usually like to 
discuss with other people". But 
her exposition of Fuel charges 
was simple: every aeroplane 
has a maximum payload, and a 
charter airline would have to be 
very stupid, when working out 
the fuel costs for a trip, noi to 
assume that the plane would be 
fully loaded. So there was no 
likelihood that the hire charge 
would be increased for extra 
boards and skis. Could l quote 
the spokesperson on that? “I'd 
rather you didn't," she said. 

But if Paul Carter’s justif- 
ication of the carriage charge 


may not curry much face value, 
it is sound; those passengers tak- 
ing skis or a board are respons- 
ible for a higher proportion of 
the fuel consumption and air- 
port hassle than those who do 
not. so charging them a higher 
ticket price is justifiable. .And 
anyway. Crystal isn't doing any- 
thing that the other big oper- 
ators don't (except charging £1 
more for carriage, something 
that Paul Carter says “will have 
to be looked at next year”). 

The deal offered is this: you 
pay the carriage fee. and your 
board or skis will arrive at your 
destination at the same time as 
you do. Or noL If they don't 
turn up. your fee will be re- 
funded. This isn't a great offer 
- if you pay for a service and it 
is not delivered, the least you 
expect is to get your money 
back; but Neilson and First 
Choice sweeten the expensive 
pill by promising that, if neces- 


sary, skis will be provided for 
you free of charge at the resort 
until your own arrive ( and Neil- 
son even guarantees that the 
replacements will be “quality 
skis”). 

But one operator's offer is 
unique. The small print in the 
Ainours brochure looks famil- 
iar. promising as it does that 
boards or skis for which the car- 
riage fee of £12 per person has 
been paid will, if they cannot be 
checked on to their owners 
flight, be “immediately placed 
on the next aircraft and trans- 
ferred to your resort". 

So why isn’t a refund men- 
tioned? Because it isn’t paid: 
amazingly. Airtours keeps Lhe 
carriage fee even when your 
equipment fails to turn up. If 
you are not the kind of person 
who judges a holiday just by its 
£299 brochure price, you may 
wonder whether that £12 fee is 
worth paying. 


SKI TIPS 


To increase the 
tempo of your 
short turns imag- 
ine that you are 
bouncing on a 
trampoline. Feel 
the pressure build 
up under your feet 
and then release. 
Make this the 
tempo of your 
turning as you 
start skiing. 


Chris Exalt 
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Skiing Holidays 


THE BEST SKI VALUE IN FRANCE 


Now you can book Fierre & Vacances 



quality apartments across the 
French Alps through Ema Low. 

U5BtVA7K»& 017) 5W 2841 
- BROCHURE: 0171 5847820 

Pierre &Vncances 


www.8fnalow.co.uk. 


284) - 


No.l in Ski-Drive to France 


>7" Plus Travel 


SPECIAL OrFER TO 


KlosterS 


4 JAN - 11 JAN -9c 


£630pp 

7 DAY SKI FYCCKAGE 
:in 4* accommodation: 


SAVE £ 111 


PLUS TRAVEL 


TRAVEL 

INSURANCE 


FLEW COVER TO 
SUIT TOUR NEEDS 


0)243 817781 




NORTH AMERICAN 

SPECIALISTS 



BIG SKIING, SMALL VILLAGES, 
les Arcs. 3 Valleys/ VslmorsL 
Ewarftem ChateWHatate. From 
£1091 SEHI0US RJN 0171 405 
lOlB. 

BELLE PLAGUE. Prtimu ape. 
Ciflour T.V. DWmmher. Stoops 9. 
Adjacent plsio. Avafl. Dec -Aprs. 
£200-350 pw. 0 T 2 F? 2(4445, 



Supcrtauv* range cl iJulets in 

Courchevel, Mlribel, 
(La Plague, Val d'U&rej 

Verbier and St Anton 

Fahulna- Food 
EwcUcni Childcare Facililies 
Friendly. Personal Service 

0181 995 9323 

mum: atm. um 


TUrkey 


SIMPLY TURKEY 1998 Brochure 
Out Now. Discover a deflghHuny 
outwent Turkey, away from the 
mainstream, “W our uniq tangs 
ol rural cottages. vffiaa 


Ole wandering pro g ramm e, ay 
Interest hofidaya. gutet cnitstng 
and MantMl city breaks. Oi&i 
9959323 ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1922 
ATTO 


Eastern Europe 


PRAGUE, VIENNA, BUDAPEST S 
Slovakia. Central pensions, 
hotels & opts. Cxschors (017061 


CZECH REPUBLIC, Hungary, 
Poland, The Baltic Stales, Slova- 
kia, Romania and Vienna. Wide 
choice or uMMonat quality 
hotel*, flexible duration short 
breaks, muH-cenne hoodays. AH 
Ur one brochure. Mr Travel 0171 
323 3305 ATOL 2382 ABTA VBI 84 
PRAGUE- Luxury private spans 
and BAB to rent Exceptional 
value, afl assistance given. 07000 
782275. 

JUST HUNGARY Aram Hungarians 
who knore CHy bmaks and muen 
more. BrocnAvaB. Cafl 017t 887 
4839 ATQL 3703. 


Corsica 



An blind of spectacular emuatala 
peaks, fiugrar* ptoe forests, 
crystal dear rivets, emterfalb 
and bea ut if u l udoMtaKhn. 


■Small A Friendly Aubages 
Dawk Hotel 


Mountain tors Classic Hatch 
Bearfnlde Apartments 
Wrote vuui Fly-drire Cydkig 
5fl Hundnfe Road. London Wt BQM 

nnim core rgre co re w n 


0171-385 8438 


CORSICAN PLACES. We ape- 
ctaHse In Corsica. Lovely vwaa 
*rfHi pools, cottages by the sea. 

houses & care- 


tuJIy selected hotab. Wa know the 
Island better than many resi- 
dents. Wary friendly personal ser- 
vice. Aim ATOL 2647. Our 1996 
brochure now 
01. 


SIMPLY CORSICA IS 
out now. Discover the medRer- 
ren Don's best-kept secret, an 
•aland ol glorious beeches a 
Spectacular mountains, untar- 
nished by mass tourism. Villas 
with pools, seaside cottages, 
mountain auberges and stylish 
hotels. CHI 0191 995 9323. ABTA 
VI 337 ATOL 1B22 ATTO 


Italy 


INVITATION TO TUSCANY Roman- 
tic cottages & luxurious vfllas to 
tot In acme o( the loveSest areas 
at Tuscany Tec 0121 «8 5018 or 
01718037111. 

SIMPLY TUSCANY A UMBRIA Tra- 
(Monel country vffla apartments 
with pool and flexible. Ry-drive 
holidays toattiring eftanring, Wf- 
mate hotels. Pkro Speed! (merest 
HaHmaand short breaks to Flo- 
rence. Haase cal 0181 995 9323. 
ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1322 AITQ 


France 


INDIVIDUAL TRAVELLERS 

FRANCE 


800 traditional French 
homes from £500 
(per property) for two 
weeks sett-catering, 
including sea crossing. 
FREE COLO tOt BROCHURE 

RING (0990) 143681 
QUOTE REF: FBQ1 



Villas# . 
Cottages 

Uwywun pooh 

- CoaMl couHtt 
•FREE ea mm haul] 


mtz couxn BMCMRE 
01903 748127 

QWMBR9B4 

ATTOMABlAaiKrolW 


Nl 


A superior choice 
of ticKStiorwd French 
hofiday properties. 

KKfSS 

QUOTE REF- net 

VACATJCES EH 
CAMPACME 
•Parana mm 




CHEZ NOUS -98 Out Soonl Save 
money - book tflrect with 2.000 
private owners ol al types ol sett 
catering holiday property A B&B 
In Franca Free 318 pegs cotatu 
brochure. Tel-. 01484 682503. 
hapJ/wtM.cheaiouataxn. 

Languedoc, S. France. Peacefully 
located B&B on edge ol vtllsgo. 
Sumoundad by fiofds of sunflow- 
ers & trine*. Views ol Pyrenees A 
Montagna Naira. Nr Carcossone. 
Open an yese Optional hearty 
meal. 181: 01903 773342 (English 
owneisl 

VINTAGE FRANCE: Farmhouses 
with private pools in hMdon 
South-West 01954 2QI431 AITO 

XMAS - NEW YEAH to Loire. Cozy 
farmhouse, sips 2-9. 3 hra Chan- 
nel Porta 017R9 542 qss 


Germany | 


GERMANY - Dally low coal flights 
and hotel accommodation. An 
major credit cards. Please can 
German Travel Centre 0191 429 
2900. ABTA ATOL 2S77 IATA. 


Russia 


HWePSKOEMT TRAVEL package*. 
Air ta«a. groups. INTERCHANGE 
0181 681 3612 ATOL 2429 
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4*MfiNOIR 
® DEGRESSY 

. nl Now until 
31st Mar. 98 


Indulge In a few days at a styfisb French Manor 
Hotse - bufll on the site of and with all die 


wdc^ng traditions ofa 17* center? manofr... poo 
Into Paris to browse around (he museums and siStte. 

ntftfV ’flltflPC ffvr tfia fn c B t iri pawum — t m . TTv . 1 


1 fife forests, visit the 
an of (he Stm King.... or 
There is so much to do in 


De de France that when yon 
night, you can stay to 
Mum oa two root* _ 


CsB READER OFFERS 
®n 0990 133 015 

UnKOOW1 *!»■ week. 9.00*1 to tO-OOpra 
arc 0 mnl^^ fef - WT856 ' 

^^■sa aaa saassfe 



+ , F ^ fa V^ m: ^Y / Stmday nights say oS* 


including breakfest at die 4* Mamar de Gressv 
♦ MkfietaMap 

Ha*i»rs a® retyea is nMibfty 
Wurtywaraft. T M W Uta etfnkirsiw 


I s£ S£kSH 35*"TJ 



a bird. The guide used strings to control the angle 
of the canopy, and before we knew it we were circ- 
ling higher than all the surrounding monnlams. The 
vSvs/of course, were a bit special, though once I 
had begun to relax my death gnp ooSetge s leg I 
became rather more aware of the cold. It was con- 
siderably chillier than the mountainside* so fear of 
falling was quickly replaced by fear of losmg my ex- 
tremities to frostbite. 

The other unexpected (and uncool) problem was 
airsickness. It hadn’t even occurred to me that I could 
get airsick while risking life and limb, but the gentle, 
swaying motion, compounded with the odd bumpi- 
ness when we hit a thermal, all added up to a worry- 
ing bout of nausea. Understandably concerned at 
the prospect of my throwing up all over his equip- 
ment, Serge brought us down after a meagre five 
minutes (the normal flight time being 10 minutes). 
As we descended, all worries about high-altitude 
vomiting laded into insignificance beside the fear 
of not landing in one piece. The cables of the chair- 
iifl looked threatening in the way, and 1 had to dose 
my eyes as we swooped just above them, avoiding 
an undignified death by millimetres (honest). 

The ground started coming up rather more quick- 
ly than 1 expected, and before there was time to get 
concerned about broken ankles or whatever else 
might happen, we landed with an ungainly thump. 
I promptly fell over backwards, and struggled to my 
feet with the grace of a pregnant duck. But despite 
the fear, the airsickness and the cold, once safely 
down I longed to be floating dreamily above the 
peaks again. Skiing away down the mountain I felt 
drearily earthbound, once more a slave to the laws 
of gravity. 



Anna RockaH paid FF450 (about £45) for a para- 
penting session at Col de la Loze. Courchevel 1850, 
France. For more details call Chardon Loisrrs 00 33 
479083960. 
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[_ current best buys on tbe worths lines! airlines 


(ati.BKK) 

SYDNEY 

TO.' Wl nft#Ti 
tan 

£355 E589 

NEW YORK 

ancMy Hftjffl 
toai 

£132 £161 

MEXICO CTO 1 

unowr MBs 

£251 £385 

PERTH 

E33S 

£591 

BOSTON 

£126 

£165 

INDIA 

£187 

£329 

CAIRNS 

£385 

£639 

CHICAGO 

£157 

£191 

JO’BURG 

£264 

£379 

AUCKLAND 

£374 

£679 

FLORIDA 

£175 

£226 

CAPETOWN 

£319 

£505 

BANGKOK 

£249 

£396 

LOS ANGELES 

£182 

£226 

HARARE 

£325 

£495 

HONGKONG 

£244 

£375 

SAN FRANCISCO 

£182 

£261 

NAIROBI 

£198 

£329 

SINGAPORE 

£299 

£373 

DENVER 

£231 

£231 

DUBAI 

£185 

£297 

BAR 

£297 

£434 

TORONTO 

£175 

£191 

CARK8EM 

£256 

£256 

BEIJING 

£188 

£314 

VANCOUVER 

£291 

£291 

GENEVA 

£89 

£89 

TOKYO 

£274 

£456 

LAS VEGAS 

£228 

£226 

AROUND THE WORLD 

£777 

| plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 
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THE TRAVEL EXPERTS 


EXCLUSIVE OFFER 

MALAYSIA FROM £525 PER PERSON 

includes 7 nights in a luxury beach hotel, 
return flights and all pre-paid taxes. 


Offer based on twin share. 


AUSTRALIA £36 • USA £31 - AFRICA £31 • PACIFIC £40 • ASIA £27 
USA CAR FSRE FROM £12 PER DAY • CALL NOW FOR OUR TAILOHMADE WOfS-DWIDE AND NORTH AMERICA BROCIMUTS 




worldwide attention to detail 


For tin real knrtiown oa wwttvfde 
trawl, ItaMfodera Is 
travel step. 

TtaUtteeR often more tow cost 



anyoae. Expert* in strives tern 
1970, we as tator-oute yur wry 
on package wOi ip to 65% dbcotmt 
na totals and car hire worldwide- 


FOR your free copy of the 
TR.A1LFIN DER MAGAZINE 
CALL 0)71-935 3306 ANYTIME 


AJQL1458 Um AJTOS97ff1 


42-50 Earfs Court Road 
Long HauITrarel- 
194 Kensington High Street 
Long Haul Travel. 
Rrst& Business Class: 
215 Kensington High Street 


22-24 The Priory Quaensaay 
Worldwide Travel: 

48 Com Street 
WbrhMda Travel: 
254-284 Sauctliehall Street 
Worldwide Travel. 


Worldwide Travel: 
First & Business Class: 


LONDON W8 6 FT 
0171-9383366 

LONDON m M3 
0171-938 3939 
0171-936 3444 

LONDON W86BD 
0171-937 5400 

BIRMN6HAM B4 6BS 
0121-2361234 
BRISTOL 851 1H0 
0117-929 9000 
GLASGOW G2 3EH 
0141-3532224 
MANCHESTER M3 2FF 
0161-839 6969 
0101-839 3434 


student and youth travel 

look around, 




-M.'TlPQ&f'. (r 

ATHE*: 

AUCKLAND 

AUSTRALIA 

6El|1N<j 

. 0.UCNO5 mats 
CHICAGO 
DUBLIN 
HONGKONG 
JO’BURG 
•LAIiAN FRAN 
LISBON 


...Campus Travel ma!- 

towtrtn 

HA 0 RIO (r 

MILAN 
I NEW YORK 
; PARIS :u-.i>-n. 
PRAGUE 

mo 

. ROME 
: SEATTLE 
!■ SEOUL 
: SINGAPORE 
! TOKYO 
} ZURICH 

pe c-.f a Its 



SE3H3II 


USA \ 

.Canady » 


2 for the price of I 
Prices from £5.9.50 per person 


P rises 'nil A as ol i December. 1VS7. Air lirti oitluie tw. 

0121 414 I8ae 

0 1 2 r 23-3 4611 

B Oxford 01274 33i26l 

01203 225777 
0131 663 3303 
0141 553 1813 
' 0161 273 1721 

0115 924 0104 
01365 242067 
0(865 484730 
0114 275 2S52 


SL CROSVENOB G AP.OF.NS. LOMOON SWIW 9AC 

lVi'C-1* e V 



fiarEasi 



student & -you eh crivel 

.www.cirppustrivijl.colbk.'. 



Travel as masitf tames 
as you like from 
£59.95 a year. 



Willi ««ur innu.il i r.i% >-l 
innir.iiiiL- mu l.iii l.ikr .in 
unltmikwf nnnil*-r t«i iri|> 
|> . .'OAi! .-.ill tet u ■ vn Nam 
and J-pm Mtmd.it- 1 .« 
l ; rul.i» >|UMtinu 
rulc-Mm- l\Q5“ wG 

1 *1 ■*'* • i 1 !. Sll' 1*F*|I • 


/ r we focst all 

Top quality, lowest scheduled fares 
•Accommodation, budget to luxurious 
•Tailofmade itineraries & sightseeing touts 
-Cat Campervan fare, coach & rail tours 


AUWERKXWj 

£pSplfl Insurance 
Sun ices. 


mm im 737 




FLIGHTB OOKERS 

» ' i'fi i.nr lift Hi it 


Australia 4 HZ I USA & Canada I Worldwide 

0171 757-2468 1 0171 757 2000 1 0171 757 2444 


Best Value: - Air Fares • Car Hire - Hotels - Insurance 

- pi, 'ire, it sjL&i » j.xikujs varans rvi irg.iiii hjoh-namhi ^ 

t : jirdwgs 5 !i»f- pa. oaon urani\ lues jppi>ui5ip 
*t«s.:sm urn mtammm - eacsoo 


Officiauy nrmiriTmlk rinim mm mrruT 

12 High Street. Ahon, Hants, GU34 IBM I 
52 Regent Street London, W1R60X IfajjlteSa 
373-375 The Strand. London WC2R OIF SssltaTAffi 
| FAX: 01020-82133 or 0171-287 45 Z 2 or OT71-497 2323 

I MbniiulKIWaMIUMirtanMnJMStHlilwdMrik. 


fiM&mto 

IflW COST AmABBVKXBimDE 

SmUHUBWBHMfc 

hetntha. £9 Sneads £5? 

bpfep.m Mfa fi! 

Hnkb — 08 Pub £59 

W» — 05? RMi — m 

SM OWtlBB RtOH: 

Gam — 09 Grcnotte 09 

Lyon 09 hUni-ilff 

WnHHW qWHBg BOM: 

be £49 Unarm _ £89 

Footman £29 Ina 09 

Hafera £99 ttfcgi 09 

Cam— OH tape Ion. £395 
Ortnh _£IH Sjrferj £299 

far aU your Mr COST sasmifD 
I OTAHTH1 3|btS 
pto* aco. HurOAIrron HMrO 
• Airport Pariirrfj a Imvrana 

CAU NOW FOR DCTA1U OF 
HUKUWOS HOME BARGAINS 

0990 014101 

HCto«WU*IH UTlWUI M1UHII 




★ USA and 
CANADA ★ 

★ ★ XMAS TORONTO FLIGHTS * ★ 

Depart ; 7 Qi-i- LV 1 24 Dm:- 

£229 £199 

Return mi fi or 7 J:.n Ri.-turn un I'i or 7 .<rir) 


m n i a 7 


WORIDWIDE HIGilTS 

SYDNEY tat £5OT 


*0rbnda 

fan £159 

★Toronto 

fan £119 

★Boston 

fern £159 

★Montreal 

fan £210 

★fltwYork 

fan £15$ 

★Vanaww 

fan £325 




£809^ j 

SINGAPORE 1 
AIRLINES * 

for departures: 1 

4 Jan - 31 M ar 98 J 

B5BHESBB 2 Free f 

flights in Australia i 


DSA & CANADA 


— Ml 

rr»T-f£VH 



S'FRANCISCO £265 
WASHINGTON £ 
TORONTO £ 



^0990 329 326 


0181 547 3322 BROCHURE HOTLINE I U3A & CAfl*D A 

ACTA A9256AKM. 3255 UUA Al (am eidudw ai airport tans 0181 546 4545 0181 546 6000 
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Overseas Travel 


Overseas Travel 


Overseas Travel 
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MONTREAL ! £IO» 

OTTAWA £T09 


VANC O UVER C249 

WINNIPEG £189 

CALGARY ~£229 


1996 BROCHURE OUT NOW! 

Book early and save 20% on the price of your Gite* 

Self-catering holidays for lovers of Real France 
Choose from over 1,200 quality holiday homes 
From £170 per week for up to 4 people including 
return ferry crossing with car.T 

CALL NOW FOR A BROCHURE 0990 143 537 /Btmaj&Bmta 
OR SEE YOUR TRAVEL AGENT \~ MfaB 

“See hfpchnre for fad daailA. tlndudcs early hookup JbcmiM. ' 


Cruises 


FABULOUS CRUISES TO THE FABLED EAST 

Fred. Olsen cruises and Jly/ cruises with a world of difference 


EDMONTON : £229 | 

11111 

0171 385 4400 
0161 832 4000 


\WTJ 


M £439 

Baagkok 1319 

Befog £329 

Mi £379 

DM £309 

Cttol £269 

faatul £129 

J*rn 099 

Kirfa Un^nCiH 


Huaeo £379 

Itascmr £179 

Osaka £394 

HO £509 

Sagm £389 

Sod £399 

tape! E5B9 

TiwDdnm £399 

Tokyo £395 


Pamftraar £49 • Atiiiu £125 

Dufafln £53 j Ur.vYs « £152 


1.,-. 4.-OV. r.'^a In rsh 

: SonF^nasa) £242 j Singapore £399 

: Vancouver £288 j Rio de Janeiro £449 


Apstenlaa £5S ' Eostcn £152 | Meaco Q59 \ takyo £499 

Zjidi £57 : L=s Angela £27S I Bangkok £379 ; Sydney £626 

Barcelona £113 i MiCTi £239 


Kuaia Lumpui £379 • Auckland £676 


London- B»ngk9k:Siogapore-3alrarta:-SYdnrr-AuckUnd-Lct Angelo j-Lcndor. 
incl. si* month Australia and vU month Ntw Z**land bus pass from £399 


EUROPE: 0171 Sol nW. WORLDWIDE: B171 3bl b2dl i»lnl GttWnStMancksto) 

ano^-iR.i-rirTi-i-r 

ACCOMMDDATtON • CAB FIRi • INSURAI1CL ADD OVERLAND TOURS: 0171 361 6160 

ir L-l L-n h'ca ! >-- - . Rp rp :tt" '] -J,v ;l I'd. (j-rd.iL .. 

iC-Jl 1 . V4-.>i7a GL-vifri.'.. -Rt- v.:::-GV: ; cy.* : :jr :v.t.'l maws STA TRAVEL 


Special Interest Holidays 


New ’98799 
bredwt 
out now] 

— qi ’! ■■■* » f hWip W1 Too arm 

a Cultural Tours • Nature Tours 

• Easy Hikes • wilderness safaris 

• Major Treks • seatreks 

• River Journeys • Tallshlp voyages 

| Over 170 adventures m Europe. Greece. Turkey. 

Egypt. Middle East Alma, India. China. Japan. Asia. 
i Americas. Aus/NZ. 8 days to 6 weeks. Prices from 
’ £345 to £3450. . . 

I Can for brochure 1 a ■'* Aft 

tr 01252 344161 

‘ Explore Wtodtiwkfe (IN) 
i Aldershot. GU3X31Q 

[ Fufy Borneo Airo/ATOL 3595 
I hrtp.,-;’hww.e«rtjre. ca uk 1 -ImXoV| 


QX ntrodudng thnse new ways to enjoy ali or pan of this fantastic 
voyage, half way round tbe world. 

Talcing Black Watch to 29 ports -of- call we are visiting some of the 
most exdting destinations in due near and far East. 

A journey through time to colonial days long past Exploring cities where 
old and new meet in spectacular style. Discovering 
countries veiled in mystery for thousands of yean. 

Extraordinary mixes of cultures, lifestyles, 
ideologies and histories. Exciting days in ; 

binding bazaars or lazy days on deck. 

And, wherever we venture, good food, 
fine wines convivial company and 

sparkling entertainment. |^PpgEBN8P|3| 

' - waui mBBmm 




Special Inl<ei¥5t Holidays 


Puls oilier ImliJnvs in the ^huJ.' 


Skiing Holiday's 




Ji*;- ■-♦V 


■■Iw . . ^fV -y ■Vjfr'%’-' 





Exodus 


, T The widest t'.micc oi supported Inking trips both on and off road <1-5 weeks) 
I 7- q Weir Pejd ‘..■srsd-'u '.•vVI. - ’ riL7. Kmfj 0181 673 0859 for brochure 
i'-'ln.. -.-.v.vv.i Aodu'itru-.-.-ij.co.a*. 


AH the best Cities and marts 
Calriry- Vancouver 
Victoria - tbnnits • Montreal 
Edmonton • Quebec 
f »pciience the Roeimn 
Savour rhe lliveui at a 
Quebec or take 
a rdv bleak 

fie* colour jDCFfJStoH 

Aonvout jmSKuC 

flCTQl Z2M 


AWta, Asia, IntSa, 

South & Centra Amerka | 

■ 2 to 37 weeks with 16 

years experience 

■ Unique custom bu3t I 
vehtdes 

■ Hoto trips & camping 

trips 


01728 861133 
»■ ndioqsnan. co.uk 


Vaar rooim wanting hi Mdhw- 
ered Europe. Dramallc land- 
BCDDfla. prwry wNto waamu vft- 
lagaa. HeochmurfOteoS) B 13339 
ATI02412 AT0L 


~ Classic cruising in real style ~ 
There are many types of cruise today. Some arc like 
floating shoplHng malls, others awash with families 
and Daisy children. Some arc stiff and starchy, others 
brash and glitzy or a sea of foreign languages. 

Yd on Black Watch things arc different. Time - 
honoured standards of personal courtesy and 
attentive service reflect our pride in 15& years of 
maritime tradition. To suit our almost exdusavdy 
British clientele the language aboard is English and 
.the currency sterling, 

Accommodating up to SI 1 guests, virtually all in 
elegant outside tains, Bbcx Watdi is a modest 
size by today’s standards. A size which encourages 
the warm and intimate ambience which iwalnwi far 
holidays filled with new-found friends. Yet she’s as 
impressive as she is beautiful, with sweeping lines, 
broad, teak decks, spacious rooms and a wealth of 
modern cruising amunitfes: from swimming pools 
to sparkling enicrtatnmcnt, from sports, health 
centre, leisurely pastimes and superbly appointed 
library to sophisticated night dob. 

Combine aU this with ow exciting itinerar y , the 
historic romance of the ports-of-call, (be diversity 
of cultures of the countries we visit and the 
exceptional value and ben: you have a perfect holiday 
to start the New Year, 


82 Rfgds fraa Its tbn £81 a night 



9 Feb - SULAWESI - Makaai 


1S/I6 Fed -HONG BONG 

17 Ftb- CHINA -HUtko n 
19 feb- VIETNAM -Da 

2t/3S fcb - BANGKOK 

2B K*6/l Mar - SINGAPORE 
T Mar - MALAYSIA - Bfnang~" 
7 Mu- - SRI LANKA - Colombo 
g Mar- PUMA -Codih 
I* Mir - TEMBV - Aden 
T7 Mar- SAtACA 

18 Mar - PORT StHZ 

19 Mar - TOUT SAID 

n Mar- SICILY- Mcwim 

g Mar -MALAGA 
DOTEIt, Sun 29 Mar 1998 


Exceptional value 

Far East Explorer • tbe complete cruise 

Departs ii Jan 1 993 Tor 32 night- 
Dover, Singapore, Hong Kong, Dover 
Guaranteed Outside Cabin* £4,995 


NEW GUARANTEED EXTRA VALUE 
FLY/CRUISE OPTIONS 


Cnase to the Far East - Fly back 

Hy/CrniBc depart] 6 Jan I :*98 
From Dover to Hang Kong 42 nights 

Guaranteed Outside Cabin* £2,995 
for 3rd or 4th person sharing £ 1 ,295 

Middle East - Far East cruise 

Fhr/mibc departs 14 Jan I99K 
Trgin Port Said to Singapore 2i nights 
Guaranteed buidc Cabin* £1,695 
Guaranteed Outside Cabin* £1 ,895 
for 3rd or 4th sharing £995 

Far East - Middle East cruise 

Hy/ cruise departs 2S fab iWK 
From Singapore to Furl Said 21 nights 

Guaranteed Inside Cabin* £1,695 
Guaranteed Outside Cabin* £1,895 
for 3rd or 4th sharing £995 

'Ann ■» per paroon baaed oi iw> staring a mm cnt*i 

Rstaiihw tatMa BA 8dMdaM flshts ood p«fthresfan 

There are few (lights and cabirw remainin-; sn 


01473 292 222 

Lines are open 9.00 am to 5,00 pm Memday-Saturday 
ptoBoe quote ret. LNCVQ6H2 
Or iMWact your pretwred trmj ojmL 


IS Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines 

Mimt luAirDmlaa fnn oar MdUbe: bKp>y/mrRfralulnLCQ.di 
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nowing Alan Partridge, knowing Norwich 


Anglia’s most famous 
,'ctional son is a frighteningly 
;-saS creation, so real that 
Andy Bull decided to construct a 
“art ridge- themed tour of the 
=5ty that spawned him. Here’s 
^.2an Partridge, and this is his 
.'vorwich. Ah-ha 


N« -nvidi is where Alan Partridge learnt his 
IvoadiiLsiing craft -on Hospital Radio Nor- 
■vii’Ij. where his chat show Knowing Me, 
■ wing You was beamed to the nation be- 
•**re being unceremoniously axed by (he 
:5BC. and where he now works, on Radio 
Norwich, filling the “key” 4.30am to 7am 
••!■ il with a show imaginatively entitled “Up 
«-iLh the Partridge". His new aile is the sub- 
ject of the fly-on-the-wall documentary Vtn 
.''leu r art ridge. on BBC2 on Monday’ nights. 

Perhaps we ought, ai the outset, to draw 
:»ic dividing line between fact and fiction. 
Ai m Partridge is a creation of Sieve 
Cnogan. Radio Norw ich does not erisL and 
the current show is not filmed in the city. 
Bu! Partridge is a frighteningly believable 
.real inn. and the Norwich of our collcc- 
e memory may well deserve to have him 
Its most famous son. 
m the Norfolk Tourist Authority they 
-.finiif that Rirtridgc has boosted interest 
:r ; the city. Officially, they think it is all 
“great fun", as they do at the city's real- 
tile radio station. Radio Norfolk. Private- 
ly. the city fathers must he wondering what 
hr earth Norwich has done to be lam- 
pm .ned in this way. After all. il is what il 
sayc on the signs they have at the bound- 
aries: "Norwich: u fine city". 

71' amplify. Norwich is a Gne medieval 
largely unspoil L which has an impos- 
ing Norman castle, a cathedral with a spire 
.LO.-nd in height only to Salisbury’s, no less 
them 32 ancient churches (more than any 
i -'.her city centre in western Europe) and 
a maze of largely pedestrianised streets 
lilled with a varied array of little shops. Its 
:.s line an example of a county town as you 
utv likely to find. 

3ut Partridge us not really a city centre 
person. His world, the world of Pringle 
sweaters. Rover 800s. hotels with names like 
the Linton Travel Tavern which boast a re- 
a-.ll> excellent cannery, and select develop- 
ments of mivk Tudor palaec-ettes. exists 



I'm Norwich (left), 

and I'm Alan Partridge (right) 

I -lain phoiogi'iph John Vooi 


on the peripheries of cities. It's a ring-road 
world. And Norwich has all of that. So. sit 
back, relax, and let me guide you. in a large, 
gently purring British-built motor car. 
through Alan Partridge's Norwich. 

Hotels have loomed large in the life of 
Partridge since he was thrown out of 


home by his wife, and his recommendations 
in choosing one are invaluable to a visitor. 
When you call a hotel home, you choose 
the one you live In with care. You might 
think you have found such a place as you 
approach up the All and spot the wel- 
coming lights of the Norwich Trawl Lodge. 


With its neighbouring Fina service station 
and Little Chef it looks at first as if it could 
provide all the creature comforts. 

Bui a perceptive potential guest like Par- 
tridge would notice almost immediately the 
giant electricity pylon that stands four 
square on the from lawn, and which was. 
fizzing loudly in the rain as 1 arrived, like 
an amplified equivalent of Norman Bates 5 
buzzing neon Vacancy sign in Psycho. The 
room*, do have some o! the required Ptr- 
i ridge ambience. On the walls are semi-ab- 
stact prints of wild untamed beaches that 
bring to mind ihe picture he owns of two 
white horses frolicking in the surf, and which 
makes him wonder “Who owns those hors- 
es'.’ And why aren't they saddled?” 

Yet it's not enough. The Post House off 
the rins mad on Hall Road also looks 
promising. It's right across from the Cat- 
tle Market. This is worth a visit if only to 
train an understanding of what a minefield 
Partridge was stepping into when he ven- 
tured a ointment on agricultural issues. You 
learn here that cows arc more complicat- 
ed than you might think. For of the row 
of yellow brick bunker- like buildings in 
which livestock is bought and sold, one is 
labelled, plainly and simply. Pig Sale. Bui 
there is no simple label ii»r cows, instead 
you get Calf Sale Ring. Store Cattle Sale 
Ring. Dairy Sale Ring and Fat Cattle Sale 
Ring, all in their own separate buildings. 

How easy it would be lor a man more 
at home in Bally slip-ons - made in Nor- 
wich and available cut price from the fac- 
tory outlet just up Hall Road - than green 
wciiics to put his foot in il. You might ad- 
mire a man's fat cattle, only to be t< >ld that 
they are dairy, and how dare you. 

Right at the end arc sheep, where a 
group of men who look like they have been 
feft out in the rain for a year or two clus- 
ter round a bloke with a clipboard who 
stands between the pens and mumbles 
rapidly, while they either make dismissive 
gestures or nod. Beside me a woman was 
saying to two men, “You should get into 
sheep. Sheep people arc awfully nice.” 

Sound advice Alan. 


No, the perfect hotel is the Stak is Nor- 
wich Hotel, which you get to by driving 
round the A140 ring road to the north of 
the cirv. passing on the way the West Nor- 
wich hospital (on your right behind la grave- 
yard). home of Hospital of Norwich, 
birthplace of Partridge. The StaJds,with its 
inimitable Greco -Scot fish ambience, is at 
the airport, up Cromer Road just past the 
Mann and Egerion Rover dealership. 

You know the Stakis is right for Par- 
tridge immediately the automatic door ad- 
mits you to (he lobby. The first thing that 
caLches vour eve is a portrait of the 
Queen, iooking regal in powder blue. 
The lobby is double height, panelled in dark 
wood, with a seat curved around a statue 
of a nymph in the centre. Sheer class. 

The carvery offers an authentic Par- 
tridge dining experience. To start your 
meal, maybe the Southern Fried Jacket 
Potato Wedges and Mushroom Combo 



with Spicy Mayonnaise Dtps? Or perhaps 
the Tandoori style Babyback Pork Ribs 
hasted in Honey? Then on to your choice 
from the Roast/ Hot Dishes from the buf- 
fet. “No extra charge for those who would 
like seconds!" 

Only one slight niggle. Re the piped mu- 
sic. TLC’s Cntcv Sere Cool is great in the 
disco, but over Cheesy Baked Stilton 
Mushrooms? I don't think so. 

Yet while the suburbs are perfect Par- 
tridge-land the city centre should not be 
dismissed. There is the shopping for a start. 
Partridge would be impressed by the Cas- 
tle Mall precinct, the perfect leisure-shop- 
ping location for sports-casual man. ft’s a 
bit like shopping at Gatwick Airport but 
without the comfort of knowing you will 
be flying off on holiday very shortly. 

The pedestrianised streets to the west 
of the castle are worth a browse. I saw a 


very nice pair of tan leather and arrng dn- 
SovSfc chadds For Fme GotbesJn. 
Bedford Street for £ 49 . 95 . Pnngje sweaters 
Surprisingly hard to « lb*h«ii. 
few at Pilch Intersport in Brfgg 
they are the showier numbers in die Ra ? 

60 idida^at the tourist authority for sug- 
gestions for rny Alan Partridge mnenuy, but 
Ibey were very nervous. They run a shop m 
the old Guildhall, one of the many 
spectacular buildings in Norwich, which is 
packed with leaflets. 1 think Alan would go 
for one called “Where to Parkin Norwich . 

to the end they came tip with oneor two 

ideas. He had bad feet, didn't be? How 
about atrip to the Coleman's Mustard stop 
in Bridewell Alley for a mustard foot bath ? 
I asked the tourist people about trips round 
the Norwich factory of Nestle Rowntree, 
makers of Partridge’s favourite confec- 
tionery. the Terry's Chocolate Orange. But 
it turned out the factory closed last De- 
cember, axing 700 jobs. 

The historic sights can also have their 
Partridge moments. Before I left 1 popped 
into one of the finest of Norwich's 
medieval churches. St Peter Mancroft, be- 
side the market place, is remarkably 
bright and airy, with huge dear-glass win- 
dows reaching up to the hammerbeam 
roof. Partridge would be most impressed, 
though, by the Flemish tapestry they keep 
behind a protective curtain that dates from 
1573 and which portrays the Resurrection 
appearances of Christ. It depicts hkn as a 
gardener and (“rather too literally” ac- 
cording to the guide book) wearing a 
gardeners haL The lady who showed me 
it said that this is one of only two pictures 
in Britain in which Christ is shown wear- 
ing a hat The other is in Anglesea. AJan 
would like that. 


Still searching for a gift for the Alan in your 
life ? Stakis Hotels (0990 909090) is offer- 
ing “A Christmas gift you’ll always remem- 
ber'’ at the Stakis in Norwich, or one of 38 
other locations -including Glasgow and Ed- 
inburgh airports. For £99 two people git two 
nights dinner, bed and breakfast; you buy the 
voucher, which arrives “in a smart presen- 
tation waller. After 27 December, the re- 
cipient phones to book the room between 1 
January and 31 March. 

Norwich tourist information : 01603 666071. 
I'm Alan Partridge is on BBC-2 at 10pm on 
Monday. 


! _ 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 




TRAVEL: UK, EIRE & FESTIVE BREAKS v* wf 


FAX- 0171 293 2505 


Airport Parking 


HEATHROW E4J5 par day. Free 

porting after t 4 djya. Max charge 

D59.30 up to 100 days Secure 
Parting OlBl 813 8130 


| Devon & Cornwall 


CORNISH WELCOME COTTAGES. 
1993 beat ewer lull colour 
brochure. 01758 702201 
A FINE SELECTION ul Cottages on 
bolh coasts of Cornwall and on 
Sally. I0S8 Brochure now avail- 
able from Carmyi Tractajona! Col- 
lages, (0890)134067. 7 day per- 
sonal sendee 9am- 9pm. 

5UDE. A large luxury tamUy 
house A lovely setting in country 
by the sea 5 double 
holrooms Every lartrty.Christ- 
ims avanabto-Tot: 01288 354427 


Dorset 


LOG CABIN m 10 acres ot wood- 
land. Sips 8. Vacant 23-30 
December 1200 01305 852224. 


East .Anglia 


NORFOLK ■ SUFFOLK'S WetComo 
Cottages 1998 colour brochure. 
0(756 702205 


Holidays Afloat UK 


BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY; Surrey 
Hants. Lur boats 101256) 
703691 . 

BRITAIN'S BEST Sell Drive Nar- 
rcviboat Hobdays. Wi-acst choice. 
Beginners very welcome Tel 
rttWiSlWST. 


Norfolk 


THE BLAKENEY 
HOTEL 

ultf ••• 

UlJkrorr. Nr. Hnh. Norfolk. 

1 V |K Nili-inj’. Trt .1 |l;d\>ai 
irrJiuTVll pnijiJ- i-ivvd IncnJI. 
h<.l -. Iti hi KJr.-^nv. 111 ! TU 111 C.J 
..I., r 7 .. 1 L >pi Kill., etni. ind ir.uu 
r m. P.-U’ vjlk. ail. jtr. poll 
C'pW i he T«iR.4k riQjjv-. 

< 'niin-A- and o<x-i 
Ififcrct ml talk* 

liman, idp MSjn 
Sfsbt Bo in Sam Gd/cn. 

Brochure: 01263 740797 


Pembrokeshire 


17. DAVIDS. Farmhouse. Sell 
'il letlnq Sips 8. Ncur coast path. 
Tel 01437 720533. 


Ireland 


SHAMROCK Coring 88. 286 select 
Individual cottages in superb 
locations. Disc Fares. AJTO. Col 
Bro 01823 681000 
IRISH COUNTRY HOLIDAYS 1998 
the premier choico. 300 Individ- 
ual cottages all tounat board 
approved Farmhouses and 
hotels, boating holidays and 
haroe drawn caravans. Many wel- 
come pets. CoO 01502 580 688 
f24hrsj. 


Isle of Wight 


CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 

27th-30tb December 
3 nights from £99 

Bed. Breakfast and evening mol 
Luyr seafront two], eatretninmsn. 
indent pouL itmm. niuna. 
'FREE CAR FERRY" 
Sandringham Hotel 

Srolnvn. ■S.indnwn. Ms rflCifibi 

Tel: 01983 406656 
. * 4. \TS JAXVABY £79* , 


The Lake District 


HI LLTH WAITE HOUSE. Winder- 
mere. Tnombarroer Road, over- 
looking lake All rooms cm suite 
isomo wniti Jacuzzi baths) Satol- 
bte TV. teamaking. Sauna. Tyto 
Steam Room and heated Indoor 
pool Solely lor our guesft' uso. 
2ntghd, Scourso dinner B&B 
IndVAT only E99. amghta onty 
£130. Brochure. 015394 43636 
LAKE DiSTHfCT WELCOME Cot- 
tages. 1998 colour brochure 
01756 702208 


Scotland 


SCOTLAND'S WELCOME Cot- 
tages. 1988 colour brochure. 
Phone now '1 01756 702213 
HIGHLAND HIDEAWAYS. Wide 
range at indMduol a.'c eottagos 
i/irougtwut Scottish Highlands. 
Froe'38 broch. 01463 2328S5 


Activity Holidays 


LEARN TO SWIM 
IN ONLV 2 DAYS 


sSSil^Teftl 


Totphone: 

( 01437) 781061 


ACTIVITY CHRISTMAS & NEW 
YEAR BREAKS. ACORN ACTIVI- 
TIES TEL 01432 830083 


Northumbria 


Riverdale Hall Hotel 

Bellingham, North am be Hand 
Country Hall in extensive grounds. Award winning 
restaurant with indoor pool sauna, golf course 
opposite. Ail bedrooms en suite. Also s/c apart, 
available from £150 p»v. 

The Cocker family's 20th year 


Winter rale £44.50pp bb&d 
Tel: i. 114:>4 220234 


SUPERB collages. Northumbrta. 
York Oatae, Lakes, Peaks. Sykos 
Cottages 01244 345700. 

ww<*|ma.co.Ukftyfcea 
NORTHUMBRIA BYWA YS S/C Co l- 
Iage5. Lovely loco. Q1Z2BS73337. 


Shropshire 


ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS Geor- 
gian country house experience, 
new Ludlow. 3 night breaks from 
C75. Colour Brodv. 01584 823209 


UK Travel 




NEW 1998 e 
BROCHURE -OUT NOW* 


/ DliCOUNTS FOR 
COUPLES 
/ PETS OO FREE 


• Srotbad, Nartmtnbafaoi Lakes* 

• IMi»i Norsk York Sbn, Peak., e 
0 n^s.£aNAqdbifrnl.Smta, a 

CMm& hssfl. fate 

• WratCausay 4 intori -pircs * 

• kn (tastlS eras iwLfcny 5! * 


01756 702200 


WALKING HOLS lor singles. Stuff 
ihe TuiUey 23-28 Dec; Welcoming 
the New Year 3t-4 Jan. 
D153S7D333I 


Yorkshire & The Dales 


SUPERB cottages. Yorks Dales. 
Northumbrb, Lakes. Peaks. 
Sykos Cottages 01244 34 S 700 . 
wwvrtfftH Co iWsykos 


YORKSHIRE DALES, Moors S. 
Coast Over 200 re colts 
Brochure (017561 700872. 


YORK OVER 30% OFF. 2 star 
Howorlti Court Hotel Broch 
01904 425156. 


Walking 


Breathing Space. 

(Don’t take it for granted) 



Join us. 

Your subscription brings or em n Sd aftiocr 
iniotmrticn Y«etool(, lln quorNrly oalour 
ane, and nwrimh^pafoneofoiraOO 
ipaupi 




MksL. 


We don’t, Hdpu&toep Brain's breaitimj; 

i-pcn. fowpsLhi md coaslfcnc, hi^i places, 
hutfe and wKkUskl. For widkct. 

For <r. s on jcckThe Samsleks’ loNsjlng 
! i igim-T bjir been Widc ranpng 

n^ti ofxcs, lo wme ofour moil bcaaifii 
ajuaUTkjJe. 

Tai«4 mBl TaSojhnsaho; amide the 
useti Invest si The Sammees. 


Poakodv 




TicMao* far ninnbm t i y NO* raqwrwi 
□ Ordnory £17 □ E«duowT CS 50 

Q Fan4y/pBe E21 Q Jo it rediuad* £10^0 
{isr oZuei ai oddmd 

IWv iB/adro/nfaji'diALiiW ^w ' 

Dorohon £ I widoM £ 



Working for wa&eTs 

1-5 VTandnvorth Road, London 


Q ocecBaoncAi mwhang* norm ftx 
Qnk) wSihuitfa Jhrn m 


"wy rtw W 


yev. Tck iy4upfAr «ba esduW 
SW8 2XX. Rcp5 Chain ^ QP 2 


West Country 


BATH .Georgian apartment tor 
2 -Excel lent localion. Short 

tmai(S.'M4i2Z5 883153 


Wales 


A >upert» xtKttWl «»t qualilv 
character cnlt.ipr. in the 
rvrnhroLcihirv Civic! \.ition.il 


. turnKhixl 


Park All puip-rtitr. turn 
in I he .‘lichu.l -.t-indanl* 
tli.ini P.-.W hvt-n-c.<M.Hbiwiunv 

01239-881397 


555 COTT AGES/ FARM H OUSE5 
ihiQughoui Wales, as Toutst 
BoaiO Graded. Wales Hotdays • 
01886625267 


BRECON BEACONS. Over 100 s-c 
collages some steep upto 30. 
Many less than C250 per week 
tegft season. Tal 01874 678446 


555 COTTAGES FARMHOUSES 
through our watas: all Toariw 
Boar a Graded. Wales Hoodays - 
01686 63267 


SNOWDONIA Coastline Ueyn 
FoninsA. CccctU & Country oca- 
rages & larmhousos. Netyn Holi- 
days 01758 720574 


BARGAIN BREAKS GOWER. Idyl- 
lic I7C OKiRhouse ensuite 08&6 
only £21 Log firos.Uc bsr.01289 
595640 


West Sussex 


RbSbh CcaanM 

5 -t ax ed -Ida tserf.rf Sa'ir-tl 

Hi.' a-'JIc.'il ;n EunuLr". men 
Itc Cxirdml i:.*y n: Ch.chcUct. 
i J male. Irnm 

Cr 

E»mitr roeras witfa afl facifitits. 

Superb Retrorant. Ucoocd 
LooanrBar. 

Christmas 
& New Year 

Last few bookings 
aiaibble. Call now for 
fun details. 


0 * 798-867373 


Railway Tuurs 
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Post-Tuna RaQ Ltd, ] 26 Trent Valley Rood, Lichfield, Stalls WS13 6BU 
Telephone: 01543 411971 Fax: 01543 417531 


A Steamin’ Good Day Out 
The Christmas Cumbrian Mountain Express 

20th December, 1997 


Relive (he raacir: of sieara a: a giant trom the steam ax pills a train of 
heritage carriages aver the tachr>:<v? P Eng land via the World tamous Settle 
$ CailrsJe i-oUwciy Imd 

Travel in reserved seat on tcard a private train trom the loOowtng statons.- 
Londan Kjrigs Cross Potters Bar. Steven-age. Ftteibwough, Ctaritham. 
Danoasrer adn V-.uk. 


the biectth taJang beouti' -ai the m-agrubcent Settle 9r C-arlUse rcnl-rfay through 
the high Fenwnes • and ihe hard slogging p»?riom>ance ol the bain's sleam 
lacomotp.'e on Uk arduous I in 1 00 gra-dients is the perlect start to the 
Chntrrias H-rUday s 

Lacing together great limestone peaks an-3 deep vaUey s vta a senes ol no 
tev/ei than 19 viaducts -and 12 tunnels, the Settle S On Use line is a 
mesipjpkrc* ct Victcnan engmeenrx7 from the 1 87crs ■ and what berr&r way 
to exi»nerr» this Shari beEiirid the lamous steam engine Mo &OS32 Blue 
F?ter 


Pass ttie three Famous p?aks ol Fenyghent. Ingleboiough -and Whemstde. 
S Urugue 'CcmpbmenlarY Inter motion Pack 

j* TEiree dilterent classes -ai travel avallaWe 

^ Prices start from as frltle as £44.00 return 

EE Spill yourselt in the luxury ol Premier Class with lull silver serwe at seat 
B dirung fcy cur attentive stewards lev £99 iX) including Gteat British BreaUast. 
B Light Lunch and a Three Course Dinner 

B Speaaj Fares available (or Junto and F-amiLes. 

S TfiJepbooe Past-Time Ball an 0J 543 41 1 97 1 ha Credit Caul Bookings and or 
3 iurther tatonnatton an this and otlwi tours. 


Festive Breaks 



Women! Celobms Hognwny In the 
remoMc vriktemoss ot a Scottish 
■stand and the mysury and SPCrav 
dour ol a Victorian mansion 7 
mgtns Inc! tufl board. lesOohles 
and grouo aatvttios. trawl from 
Gkrsaov C319 Phone or tw Ana 
on 0141 334 1827 
ENJOY CHHSTMAS/NEW YEAR a 
Inflakf House. Wells. Somerset 
Ckwo to lemon Coram Servtcm 
In iho CafrmdraL 4 day breaks B 
* Bena Christmas; Now Yaoroln- 
nor C12SP0 TW. 0170670969 
BEST OF BRIGHTON & SUSSEX 
Cottages. Doso to sea town 8 
countryside. 10 *a dacoimt tor 
Xmaa. 01273 308779 
WELSH BORDER larmbouM. Sic* 
8t. Paneoramic views, diati- 
waahor. log bunteLCh Tol:015E8 
7BD8IZ 


Independent and Independent 
on Sunday readers took a 
total of 3.8 million flights 
outside the UK last year. 

Source: TCI I9Q7 
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ADELPHI HOTEL 

LIVERPOOL - 0151 700 7200 

Serialised ueeklv - BBC Vs "Hukl” Mundinsai 9.?tipm 



per person 


Dinner 


Bed & 


Bfctlcfnst 


ALSO AVAILABLE AT 


BRITANNIA HOTEL 
Portland StreeL Manchester 

0161 228 2288 

BRITANNIA SACHAS HOTEL 
Piccadilly. Manchester 
0161 228 1234 

BRITANNIA COUNTRY HOUSE 
Manchester International Airporl 
0161 434 3411 
BRITANNIA HOTEL 
Edge of the Peak District - Stockport 
0161 930 1000 

BRITANNIA ASHLEY HOTEL 
Picturesque Village, Hate. Cheshire 
0161 928 3794 

BOSWORTH HALL HOTEL 
In the country - Market Boswonh 
01455 291919 

BRITANNIA HOTEL 
New Street. Birmingham 
0121 631 3331 


BRITANNIA HOTEL 
Adjoining ihe Cathedral - Coventry 
01203 633733 

THE ROYAL COURT HOTEL 
Keresley. Coventry 
01203 334171 
. BRITANNIA HOTEL 
Lichfield Street, Wolverhampton 
01902 429922 

[THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL 

Marsh Wall, London EM 9SJ 

0171 712 0100 
THE CLIVE HOTEL 

Hampstead, London 

0171 586 2233 
EUROPA HOTEL 
Gatwick Airport. West Sussex 

01293 886666 
THE ROYAL ALBION HOTEL 
On ihe Prom - Brighton. East Sussex 
01273 329202 


Subject to availability • Double occupancy only - Minimum stav 2 ni-iiK 
Advance reservations essentia! -* LONDON - £ I Opp"*' 
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Seeking 
truth under 
the volcano 


In a bid to turn fiction 
into fact, Malcolm Senior 
sets off in the footsteps 
of Malcolm Lowry, 
Creator of ‘Under the 
Volcano*. 


“Hvo mountain chains tra- 
verse the republic roughly 
from north to south, forming 
between Lhern a number of val- 
leys and plateaus. Overlook- 
ing one of these valleys, which 
is dominated by two vol canoes , 
lies, 6,000ft above sea level, the 
town of Quauahnahuac.” So 
begins Malcolm Lowry’s Un- 
der the Volcano , a novel about 
the last day in the life of the 
imaginary ex-Consul, Geof- 
frey Finn in, an awesome tale 
of drink-sodden damnation 
and symbolic doom. Its very 
words sent shivers down my 
spine in the unlikely sur- 
roundings of the No 239 North 
Vancouver bus heading to- 
wards the less-than-infernal- 
sounding Deep Cove. 

1 had always wanted to vis- 
it the place where Lowry wrote 
Under the Volcano, and also the 
real-life version of the novel’s 
location. The fact that one of 
them lay in British Columbia 
and the other was a small town 
about an hour’s drive south of 
Mexico City, didn’t seem to 
matter, I needed to see them 
both, preferably on the same 
trip. So armed with the two 
main biographies of Lowiy, I 
based myself in Vancouver and 
began the trail that I hoped 
would lead me to what re- 
mained. if anything, of the 
shack where he wrote his most 
famous novel 

Lowiy and his volcano 
were conspicuously absent 
from —Vancouver’s guide- 
books. Even Dollarton, the 
hamlet where He Eved fiom 
1940 to 1954, didn’t seem to 
exist on any map. However, 
guided by fate and the basic 


knowledge that his shack had 
been on ihe north side of 
Burrard inlet, near a place 
called Indian Arm, ] set off 
across Vancouver Harbour on 
one of the regular ferries to 
the city's northern shore. I aLso 
had in mind a memorably 
Lowryan vision of a Shell oil 
refinery, minus its S, blinking 
infernally opposite the shack. 
Another due was the existence 
of a road called Dollarton 
Highway, even if there was no 
sign of Dollarton it its end. 

Once in North Vancouver. 
I caught a bus west to Phibbs 
Interchange, then another 
heading along the highway. On 
the No 239, 1 asked the driver 
if he could help me in my 
quest. He’d never heard of 
Lowry, or the existence of some 
fishermen’s shacks along the 
shore. But he said there was a 
development that had been 
bu3t about 30 years ago, called 
Cates Park, and that every 
summer there was a local mu- 
sic festival called "Under the 
Volcano”. 

And so I found myself head- 
ing past barbecue tables to the 
farthest end of Cates Park. 
There to my amazement was a 
huge sign that said "Malcolm 
Lowry Walk” and a map as if 
drawn by a hasty child which 
marked the spot of Lowry’s 
shack with a bold X. 1 followed 
the path, which ducked into the 
wood and ran parallel to the in- 
let. After a few yards, a boul- 
der lay to the side of the track, 
noting ray man's existence here, 
or at least a few yards along the 
shore. 

On the beach, a mixture of 
euphoria and grinning idiocy 
took over. A rise of stones 
leading into the water; might 
that not be Lowry's much 
loved, self-built landing-stage? 
There was the refinery, but no 
sign of the Shell logo. Images 
of Lowry's life swarmed 
around me like flies. I found 
a rock to perch on, and taking 



On the trail of Lowry: the author might have lived near Vancouver, but both he and his most famous novel, ‘Under the Volcano’, are 
conspicuously absent from the city's guide books. Photograph: Jeff Vmnick/Reuters 


out Douglas Day’s biography 
1 looked at all the pictures of 
Lowry and his wife, Margerie. 
ludicrously trying to spot 
where such and such a picture 
had been taken. 

After a few moments sani- 
ty took hold. In truth, there is 
little sign of where the shack 
was. Lowry’s pier, which had al- 
lowed him to dive straight into 
the deep waters of the inlet, 
had been destroyed before 
even the cottages themselves 
had gone, more than 30 years 
ago. The area these days is a 
highly select suburb of North 
Vancouver. The only modern- 
day acknowledgement is that 
Park Lane in Deep Cove was 
renamed Lowry Lane. In 
Lowry’s time the remoteness of 
the shacks allowed him to work 
undisturbed: nowadays, the 
area relies on hordes of Neigh- 
bourhood Watch schemes to 
keep the place peaceful. 

Back in Vancouver itself, 
the Lowiy crusader needs to 
make one other trip -to the vast 
expanse of the University of 




British Columbia. Here the 
UBC library is home to an 
archive of goodies about the 
writer. Seeing that Lowry was 
nearly always rude about Cana- 
da. this s cents lo me to be a show 
of extraordinary generosity of 
spirit cm BC s behalf. You'll need 
lo show some reason for want- 
ing to see the collection, but in 
ilyouU find such famous Lowiy- 
ana as sheet music of his 
songs, and innumerable letters, 
manuscripts and photos, in- 
cluding my favourite: one of an 
impishly grinning Li>wrv clutch- 
ing a bottle of gin. 


Cuernavaca is a long way 
from Vancouver. Quauh- 
nahuac's real life counterpart 
lies on the motorway from 
Mexico City to Acapulco, on 
the south side of the volcanoes. 
PopacatapeU and lziaccihuatl, 
that gave Lowry his novel's ti- 
tle. It was - and to some extent 
still is - an affluent commuter 
town for those who can afford 
a weekend home away from 
Mexico City. But Cuernavaca 
is no Deep Cove. Its tight 
streets are filled with slow, 
bedlam -esque buses struggling 
after an eternity’ of public ser- 


vice, to climb its harrow 
ravines. The zoealo. or town 
square, is small and busy. 
While I was there, it was filled 
with protesters seeking better 
rights for Mexico's indigenous 
Indians. 

One thing it did have in 
common with Vancouver was its 
tourist board's complete igno- 
rance of anything to do with ei- 
ther Lowry or his novcL So it 
was back to the biographies, 
and a map that I'd tom out of 
the hotel telephone directory. 

The house that Lowry lived 
in during his time in Cuer- 


navaca, and the one that the 
Consul inhabits in the novel, 
was on a small street called 
Calle Humboldt - in the nov- 
el, Calle Nicaragua. At the 
time it was a quiet parallel to 
the main drag through the 
town, but now it's almost as 
busy. Among the biographers, 
there’s a difference of opinion 
about precisely which house 
Lowry and his first wife. Jan. 
lived in. Douglas Day has them 
at number 15; Gordon Bowk- 
er at number 61 The reason for 
this became apparent to me af- 
ter one of the stafT in the ap- 
propriately named Hotel Baja 
El Volcan told me that the 
bouses on Calle Humboldt 
were constantly being 
renumbered, and certainly not 
sequentially. Either way, it 
seems reasonable to believe 
that the house doesn't exist any 
more. 

Apart from its name, the 
hotel also has a role in our tale. 
Part of it is the tower where 
the character Jacques LarueUe 
lived, and where Lowiy stayed 


when he inadvisedly’ returned 
to Cuernavaca with his second 
wife, Margerie. in December 
1945. The hotel also over- 
looks the ravine where the 
Consul’s body is dumped 
along with one of the novel's 
ubiquitous pariah dogs. Oth- 
er locations from the book 
abound. There is the Casino 
de la Selva: derelict in the nov- 
el. rebuilt and then left to ruin 
once more in real life. There 
is the Jardin Borda and the un- 
signed brown swinging doors 
of the town’s forbidding Can- 
tinas, now covered in posters 
of wet gringo girls in wet T- 
shirts. 

Visiting the locations for 
books and films risks the dis- 
appointment of reality. Works 
of imagination are altered by 
the passage of time, sometimes 
beyond recognition. But more 
often than not it’s a joy to be 
somewhere that once existed 
solely on the pages of a book, 
but now stands before your veiy 
eyes. And my journey was more 
than a visit - it felt like a pil- 
grimage. 

Malcolm Senior paid £5S3 for an 
’open-jaw" return on British Air- 
ways -flying from Heathrow to 
I ancouver, returning from Mex- 
ico City to Gatwick, booked 
through .Airline Network (01 772 
727272) in Preston. He trawlled 
between the two cities by bus. 
train and plane. 

In Vancouver he paid $149 
per night (about £701 at the 
Downtown Best Western (00 1 
004 669 98SS ) and in Cuer- 
navaca he stayed at Las Man- 
anitas for 630 pesos a night - 
about £50, but well worth it (00 
73 14 14 66). The rate for Ho- 
tel Bajo El Volcan is 256 pesos 
anight (00 731248 73). 

‘Malcolm Lowry' by Douglas 
Day is published by Oxford Uni- 
versity Press, 1984 (now out of 
print) and ‘Pursued by Furies’ by 
Gordon Bowker is published by 
HarperCoUins, 1993. 
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Price 
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connections. 
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celebration packages, savings lor 
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International Discount Card 
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French style on the African RMera 

} We guarantee not to be beaten 

; on price 
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* Heathrow and Gatwick with low 
cost teglonal connections, 
j Benefit from free extra nights, 
celebration packages, savings 
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International Discount Card. 
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56 nights. Accommodation Is in 
3.4 and 5-star hotels. 

Mobeul. 
Kantaoul and 
Monastlr with water sports, desert! 
safaris and golf on eight 


. Featuring Hammamet. 
g yjjfey.fr ■■ .■■'-it- Sousse. Port EJ Kama. 


.tHadbe:O990 17J819 _ „ 

It) mini 01703 828302 © International standard courses. 



*98 brochure out now 
from Funway Holidays, 
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unbeatable family value. 

©0181466 0222 



j Norotee ^ 

A madcal Kingdom of Medieval 
Arab cities and modem resorts 
We guarantee not to be beaten 
on price 

Scheduled lUghi reliability from 
Heathrow and Gatwick with low 
cost regional connections. 

Benefit from free extra mghts. 
celebration package, saving 
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Don’t get needled by your Christmas 


tree 


What sort of tree should 
you buy - and how do 
you dispose of it once 
the lights go out? 

Tom Barber advises. 


Christmas trees are a boom 
market. The threatened 
takeover by glitzy plastic jobs 
seems to have receded, and the 
comforting tradition (even 
though Germanic in origin) of 
using a real tree has re-;issert- 
ed itself. Over the past few years 
sales have grown steadily, 
reaching a peak of five million 
last year. All but 7 per cent of 
these were home-grown, an en- 
terprise requiring an amazing 
I2JKH) acres of land. 

Choice has also expanded. 
For decades a Christmas tree 
meant a Norway spruce, picca 
abics. It still accounts for around 
two thirds of the total sold, but 
other contenders are eating 
into its one-time monopoly. 
The great failing of the Norway 
spruce is a tendency to part with 
its needles - a trifling 150.000 
of them on a four-footer. 

Two handsome conifers with 


a greater reluctance to shed 
their clothing are the Nordmann 
and Noble firs. But they are 
both slower growing, so more 
expensive. They also lack that 
evocative resinous scent that 
seems half the point of having 
the tree in the house in the first 
place. The only other species you 
are likely to meet is the Scots 
pine, which fits the bill ad- 
mirably as long as it’s been en- 
couraged to bush out by dipping. 

When choosing a tree, be 
sure to look at the needles and 
disregard anything that looks as 
if it has begun to dry oul Size 
is obviously down to pocket, ac- 
commodation and inclination, 
but unless you are looking to cre- 
ate a particularly bizarre effect, 
choose a bushy tree with well 
spaced branches. Perhaps the 
most fun. especially with kids is 
to go to one of the number of 
“pick your own" enterprises. For 
a list of outlets send a stamped, 
addressed envelope to the 
British Christmas Tree Growers 
Association, 12 Lauriston Road, 
Wimbledon, London SW19 
4TQ- They also produce a use- 
ful leaflet about getting the 
best from your Christmas tree. 



As fir as the eye can see: 12,000 acres are required to grow the trees sold in Britain. 


Most trees are simply cut off 
at ground level, but there is an 
increasing trend towards sup- 
plying trees with roots attached. 
They are more expensive, and I 
suspect people buy them for two 
reasons: Lbe belief that trees with 


roots will shed less needles, and 
the prospect of subsequently 
planting the tree in the garden. 

Neither of these thoughts 
stands up to much scrutiny. A cut 
tree will retain its needles just as 
well as one with routs, if it is 


treated considerately and given 
a supply of water. Cut off a cou- 
ple of centimetres from the base 
and leave the tree standing in a 
bucket of water, just as you 
would do a hunch of flowers. 

Yet an amazing number of 


Photo - John Voos 

people seem to want their tree 
to have an after-life in the gar- 
den. While it is true that a cut tree 
stands no chance of survival, the 
outlook for one with roots, be it 
hare rooted, wrapped in sacking 
or containerised (dug up from 


open ground and then stuffed 
into a pot) is not much better. 
When the tree is wrenched from 
open ground, most of the roots 
are left behind and so its chances 
of establishing successfully are 
not good, especially after two 
weeks in a heated room, smoth- 
ered in tinsel and baubles. 

Perhaps the wish to plant out 
the tree arises in part from a 
misplaced environmental con- 
science that sees binning a tree 
as a cardinal sin. I'm all for re- 
ducing consumer waste and 
protecting endangered natural 
habitats - but Christmas trees 
a re just not like that. They are, 
in truth, a crop like bailey pr cut 
flowers; planted and harvested 
as part of a renewable cycle, aU 
belt over a few years rather than 
a single season. 

Nothing of value is destroyed 
to accommodate them, and 
their cultivation is probably less 
environmentally damaging than 
the arable crop that might have 
been growing in their place. So 
I see nothing wrong in buying a 
□ew Christmas tree every year 
and simply discarding it after the 
allotted time. And let's be hon- 
esL no Christmas tree is ever go- 


ing to make a particularly valu- 
able addition to the garden. 

However: If you’re stiU de- 
termined , to grow one after- 
wards, then buy a container 
grown tree {as opposed ro a con- 
tainerised one) that has spent is 
life in a pot, and plant it out in 
open ground. If the real goal is 
to save money and become self 
sufficient in Christmas trees, 

your best bet is plant a dozen or 
so young saplings in an out-of- 
the-way spot in the garden and 
harvest them when they have 
reached the desired height. 

If you're baying a cut tree, 
perhaps the best way of as- 
suaging any green guilt you 
may cany is to dispose of the 
corpse conscientiously. What 
better than shredding it so it can 
be returned as mulch to the so 3. 
More and more councils run 
special shredding days to deal 
with the mountains of old trees, 
or you could get together with 
a group of friends, hire a ma- 
chine for the day and have a 
new-year garden parly. Just 
imagine the relief of not having 
to look out of the kitchen win- 
dow at yet another slowly dying 
Christmas reminder. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


CLASSIFIED: PERSONAL 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


TO RESPOND TO ANY 
Vs dee personalis ADVERTISEMENT, CALL: 

0891 862 117 

AND FOLLOW THE EASY INSTRUCTIONS. 

24 HOURS A DAYS 

(Calls cost 50p per minute at all times) 
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Voice personals 


TO PLACE YOUR FREE 
Voice personals ADVERTISEMENT, CALL 

0800 216 318 

24 HOURS A DAY! FOR LIVE ASSISTANCE FROM 
A VOICE PERSONALS* REPRESENTATIVE, 

CALL MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM-8PM. 


WOMEN 

SEEKING 

MEN 


ROMANTIC 

AND FUN-LOVING 
Professional female. 30, 
GSOH, enjoys theatre, keep-fit, 
interior decorating, iazz music, 
socks professional, similar 
male, under 40. groat personal- 
ity. GSOH. nationafty unrnpor- 
tartl. tar Friendship, possible 
romance. London only. 

ansa 

SEEKING A FRIEND 
Chinese female. 33. studying m 
UK. enjoys music, reading, 
films, travel, seeks profession- 
al, honest, educated, tas. slim 
mak). 34-40, with good taste, 
hl/S. for fnendship. London 

are a. S4347 

CULTURAL SOUL MATE 
Sociable, thoughtful, creative, 
taenk: lemale, passionate 
about classical music, wKfflfe. 
seeks cultured, sensitive, emo- 
tionally secure, humorous, 
efivorced man. -WL*iO, N/S. to 
share travel, theatre, opera, 
concerts, country walks, good 
conversation. Cambs. 1T4365 
NOT HUGH GOING FOR HE 
Attractive intelligent slim 
tomato, yang 6’, normal inter- 
ests and activities, but not 
sporty, seeks lively, camg, con- 
siderate male companion, of 
similar age, tar Iriendshrp/last- 
irg relationship. Nons/Deiby/ 
Lecaslcr area, g4353 
NO PLACE UKE HOMER 
Marge, seeks Homer. 30-40, tar 
sedentary lifestyle and small 
amounts of action Non-llle 
threatening NW London 

g-1361 

ALL THAT GUTTERS- 
Optimistic, beautiful voluptuous 
black woman, 36, mature stu- 
dent, paradoxical, romantic, 
raring hedonist, looking tor her 
wing commander. 32-48, who 
enjoys We, wants commit- 
ments. support, 'ookr in his 
We . SW London g4389 
ttoT A MORNING PERSON? 
Attractive blonde, 37. laves the 
arts, country and conversation, 
seeks single mate. N. S. Devon 
• a-4379 

GOING TO WASTE 
Amiable & trustworthy mate 
sought by single lady. 40s who 
possesses srong SOH. enjoys, 
gailones. enema, walktag any 
tare music tram opera io Celtic 
nek. South coast/SE g4362 
SELL-BYDATE 
APPROACHING? 

Don! worry. Petite attractive, 
professional, white female, 
likes all ihc good things in Qte. 
seeks simdar black male. 48*. 
in oontmuo onfeving Ste with. 
London's England area 

TJ4300 

I AM_ 

Indu-pendent. spmiual. country- 
loving, attractive, middle-aged 
weman. seeking mate eoutva- 
tent, with GSOH m ifw South 
East -B43S6 


SIMPLY THE BEST 
Attractive, lemlnlne blonde, 37. 
seeks tail, professional male, 
lor romantic times. Must enjoy 
good food and wine, conversa- 
tion. countryside, theatre and 
muac. West midlands. g4380 
NEWCASTLE 
EGYPTIAN GIRL 
Single lemale, 23, seeks mate, 
to share fun-ioving outings to 
dubs and pubs, new to 
Newcastle, needs someone to 
show me the sights and 

sounds. TT4350 

T1RHJ OF SEARCHING 
Independent. strong j wfflad. pro- 
fessional female, 39. 5E". seeks 
tal male, to help me re-decorate 
my He . London. BT4387 
CHARISMATIC WOMAN 
Young 41. broad tastes, seeks 
reliable, limy. romantic man. to 
be my hero, ftkes football, Sms, 
northern soul, R&B. kitsch, 
rearing, cats, anoker (would 
give up lor right man), no com- 
ptcations please. London area. 

g44QQ 

BSD SUSSEX 

Attractive, vital, warm and cre- 
ative woman, 43, loves country- 
side and the arts, seeks Intelli- 
gent. expressive, soft and 
strong man, 40s, to laugh, laJK 
and explore toge ther, CT4403 
FIERY REDHEAD 
Female. 28. just arrived back 
from US. seeks solved. weU- 
travelted male, 38-33. with 
GSOH qpa« n»wi 4MB 

SOULMATE 

Wefl-touit lady: 34. am teenage 
chid, fees tootbaB. relaxing r 
Front of the television and good 
conversation, seeks male, For 
tnendshtpAdattanshlp. A relaxed 
attitude to housework end a ik- 
ing tar animals essential. 
P43S7 

Don't Forget 

ftw-jfflurmwrAfeice .- 
Persenob* od forflSEoo ' 

10 800 216 3 181 

PICTURE THIS 
Intriguing, petite lady, 30. 
mature student, enjoys fitera- 
ture. philosophy, seeking inter- 
esmg. balanced, loyal, warm- 
hearted mate, who appreciates 
nature, outdoors. simHar age. 
lor friendship- posstatv more. 

TT43S5 

BUBBLY BLONDE 
Outgoing and tun lemale, 33. 
GSOH. seeks male. 25-40. lor 
tun and good times. S East. 

g4368 

NEW HORIZONS 
Professional, petite Female. 33. 
SE*. btue-green eyes, seeks 
intelligent, attractive, profes- 
sional male. For friendatop. pos- 
sibly more &*nbumh. TT438S 
DRAGON SLAYER 
REQUIRED 

IMid-SOs lady, seeks T D S H, K 
m S A. (only those who under- 
stand need appty). 30-45, tar 
generally swooping off her toot 
and taring happily ever after 
LondoniBarks. g4196 


COMMITTED CHRISTIAN? 
Single female. 32. seeks fflw- 
mrtaed male. 30-38. with faith 
and values. S CoasL tT4i 76 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
SUm. practical, down-to-earth, 
fit mother. 44, 5TT, student of 
performance A art Bros day- 
dreaming. dancing, walking, 
reacting, animals, music, the 
sea. dmktag beer, seeks some- 
one In grow otd with. T?4184 
LIVELY A SPIRITUAL 
Humorous, loving, slm female. 
45, alternative health therapist, 
loves Tile, people, travel, Irish 
music, the saa. mediation and 
spfrttualfpereonal growth, seeks 
emotionaly aware man. 38-48. 
Warwlckshfre/M 40/anywhere. 

1T4163 

SOMERSET AREA 
Attractive female, early -*0s. 
own career, teenage son. I Lea 
off the beaten track ho Ways, 
seaside walks, food, wine, 
good conversation, seeking 
mate, 38-48. GSOH, to enjoys 

the above with. tiT4i95 

1852 

CHRISTMAS CRACKERS 
Luxuriously decorated, curtain- 
ing qualty gits, original jokes, 
bu no cheep paper hat, warns 
removing horn box. but not jus) 
far Christmas, by dynamic, ten- 
der gentleman, with iitogiity and 
charisna Northamptonshire 

area. 1M1B7 

SEEKING MR RIGHT 
Fun-town. witty, honest loyal, 
trustworthy, caring, loving, 
black Female, 27. GSOH, seeks 
the same in a tall, opposing, 
French mate. 24-38, N®, lor 
friendship first, possible 

romance. jBMlBB 

ON THE FIRST 
DAY OF CHRISTMAS 
Romantic, fun-loving, profes- 
sional Female, 30. GSOH. 
enjoys theatre, kaep-fil. intonor 
decorattag. jazz music, seeks 
professional, similar male, 
under 40. great personality, 
GSOH. nationality unimportant, 
lor friendship possible 
romance. London only, g4205 
PHYSICS GRAD 
Female, 33, with questions stffl 
to answer, onco into physics, 
now into metaphysics, with a 
love of mountaro-pMng, sw- 
ma and exploring, seeks male, 
to jom in the tun. London. 

C4186 

RAVISHING BLONDE 
Attractive lemale. 34. seeks 
attractive, tmeilgera soul mate, 
to share cosy nights in and 
explore the world. Cambridge. 

H4168 

SEEKING 

SOMEONE SPECIAL 
Attractive, intelligent, profes- 
sional. brunette female. 40+, 
SE". with a warm heart, enjoys 
cultural activities, wake, taod & 
wnc, Interesting conversation, 
seeks sincere, tun. proiBsstonal 
mate. 33-45. lor trtendshtp/rrjla- 
Bonship. London area 7T4148 
SOUTH COAST LADY 
Genuine female. 40-somefiung, 
socks lowing, caring mate, simi- 
lar age. tor lasting friendship. 
TT4JB0 


Isn't it 
time you 
tried the 
personals? 



To place your own FREE personal ad, call 

0800 216318 


EVEN THE CALL IS FREE 


For FREE live assistance from a Voice Personals® representative call Monday-Friday 9am-8pm. 


GENUINE MALE 
Fair-minded, unpretentious 
mate. 41. seeks female, who 
appreciates honesty, loyalty 
and Fide tty. I'm waiting tor you. 

London. S' 4375 

SINGLE MALE 

Mai*. 38. 61". seeks attractive 
female soul mate. 33-40, N/S. 
gemtat/aquiirius. to share long 
country walks. Handel's 
Messiah or an Eating comedy, 
with a view to a long-term rela- 
tionship. Yoricshlre/Humbers. 

P4372 

AFFECTIONATE 
AND CREATIVE 
Loyal, caring mate. 30s, gradu- 
ate. N/S. seeks positive, attrac- 
tive female. 25-35. tor a caring 
and sharing relationship. 

London area. TT4386 

ALTERNATIVE L' AMOUR? 
Kind, easygoing, attractive, 
professional, fit tad Ian mate, 
38. 6'. enjoys laughing, yoga, 
alternative therapy, theatre, 
travel, seeks sim/medkon-bullt 
warm female, any nationality, 
tar romance. Lonoon/SE area. 

P4394 

SOUL MATE REQUIRED 
Tall. sfm. easygoing, honest 
professional mate, young 52. 
N/S. enjoys travel, music, 
restaurants, generatiy enjoying 
Me, seeks attractive, affection- 
ate. dark-haired female, 40s, 
N/S. tor lasting relationship 
Budcs/Berks/Sutrev. P4392 


EXTREMELY ATTRACTIVE 
Fit medium- bunt, educated 
mate. 23. 5V, gorgeous eyes, 
enjoys pubs, dubs, restau- 
rants. seeks good-looking 
female, 18-30, lor possible 
romance. Croydon/Sumey 

area. CT4359 

BLUE-EYED MALE— 

..27. rjood Too king, enjoys 
most sports, but not an addd. 
seeks attractive, genuine 
female. 26-35, with GSOH, tor 
Fun, Friendship and adventure. 
Unrion. 'P'4384 
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Voice personals 

Voice Personals'* appears in The Independent each Saturday and in The Independent on 5unday 

Both the advert and the caH lo place the advertisement are free, however advertisers are billed at 50p per mmute for message 
The advertiser is strongly encouraged lo record a votes greeting prior to pubBcation. 

If you respond to an advertiser who has not recorded a voice greeting, you win still have the opportunity to leave a mes&a 


i message 


Any Queries!? 

C you mould htsweny epestiom 
about aw mpgcb of aur.Ybice 
ftnondj service, pin ose coll 
FREE an 0800 216 318. 


ASIAN CRICKET FANATIC 
Fairly lively, serious, but 
relaxed lady. 48. 5"2". girlish 
SOH. tikes gardening, theatre 
trips, comedy/dramas, rock/ 
classic/blues music, fanatical 
cricket supporter, seeks proles- 
swnaJ educated male, 45-50, 
with GSOH, tor Iriendship/reia- 

tiongvp 1874161 

CARING AND CUDDLY 
Female. 40s. nto everything, 
seeks educated mate. 30s/50s, 
with GSOH, tor caring friend- 
ship. EastAngia. tT4ia7 
ATTRACTIVE 
EXCITING LADY 
Educated, single, with GSOH. 
would Eke lo meet handsome, 
professional mate, 33-43. 6'*, 
who is honest, affectionate and 
articulate, tor IriendshiD/retetion- 
ship. London/Home Counties. 
»4t90 


CANDLELIGHT 
Attractive, feminine blonde. 37. 
seeks tan. professional mate, 
lor romantic tunes. West 
Midlands. tf4i85 

IMAGINE 

VPry stylish. sBm. prcricssronal, 
inie/tigent. easygoing, fun. 
attractive, blonde 1 ornate. 5V, 
varied Interests, enjoys social- 
ising. seeks ran, handsome. 
Sporty, professional. IrtieBgent 
male, GSOH. tor Irtendshipr 
relationship. Wtflands. P41M 
SUSSEX LADY 
Slim, attractive, educated 
widow. 654-, warm personality, 
own hometoar, enjoys visiting 
places, classical music, the- 
atre. books, writing, seeks tend, 
academic/piatessional gentle- 
man. with similar interests/age. 
tar caring relationship, tT4iS5 
NEW BEGINNINGS 
Creative, pretty, witty, wise, 
slm, dark, hoisttc female, late 
40s, varied Interests, eclectic 
tastes, seeks real man, as best 
tnend/eoul male. Hugs/humourt 
emotional evaiabiRty essential. 
®417B 


GREGARIOUS 

SAGITTARIAN 

Wordly-wtee female graduate, 
40. btandeish. loves squash 
and scuba-dMng, where possi- 
ble. seeks contrasting male, lo 
share candle SI meals, wine and 
fun-loving romance. London. 
■W4173 


SEEKING 

WOMEN 


SEEKING OTHER HALF 
Single, professional mate, early 
40s. 5*1 O', reasonable looks. 
Into music, aroma, theatre, 
countryside, travel, seeks sin- 
gle female, 30-40, no ties, with 
similar interests, for lasting 

relationship. ’B'4363 

SPECIAL LADY SOUGHT 
Good- looking, slim, artfautaie 
and sincere mate. 34, 5’ior, 
N/S. enjoys boating, bad- 
minton. walks, cinema and 
country pubs, seeks attractive, 
professional female, 25-35, 
N/S. tor Men cfetn p/ro ma nce. 
Devon area. TT436 7 


ESSEX/SOUTH EAST 
Taurean mate, 43, into Suttotii 
waJks, modem toik/ltiues, mne 
and tood. sunsets, moonbghi. 
candfefight. seeks older 
woman, with similar interests. 

IT 4346 

TALL GUY 

Humorous. house -trained, 
desigrwr/wnter, 45. into 
music. (Urn and gardening, 
seeks wMv exciting relation- 
ship. with wonderful woman. 

Brighton. 114399 

LOOKING FOR ADVENTURE 
Good-looking, solvent, warm, 
considerate graduate, 35. 
5'ftr. N/S, GSOH. enjoys inde- 
pendent travel abroad, moun- 
taineering. cycling, tunning, 
waiting, seeks similar lemale, 
25-38, Hertj/N London area. 

C437B 

EAST YORKS MALE.- 
-30-somethlng. 5'10". tateiri- 
gent, sBm and athletic, seeks 
similar, interesting female. 25- 
35, N/S. who enjoys culture, 
conversation and country 
waks. to share tin and ftlend- 
efep. TT4373 


SPICE BOY 
Tall. dark, handsome, prates 
sionai male, looks 45. widower, 
2 teenage boys, seeks very 
attractive. N/S. wel«ducated 
lemale. tar tun. friendship, pos- 
sible relationship. NW or any- 

whare. g4358 

FOREVER FRIENDS 
Personable, slim, unpreten- 
tious. affectionate, considerate 
Englishman. 50a, looks/feeis 
40s. 6'. N/S, GSOH, seeks 
special lady, tor TLC, peracnaJ- 
iry more important than age. 
Heathrow/20 miles radius. 

P4354 

ATHLETIC MALE 
Attractive, articulate mate, 27, 
enfays life to the ful. seeks sim- 
ilar female, tor tun, friendship 
and more. London. P4370 
ZEST FOR LIFE 
Attractive. irTtetagant male, 27. 
working artist, seeks attractive 
and cuddy female, 18-40. wtth 
cold hands and a warm heart. 
London. Surrey or Kent. 

0*4383 

STEPHEN SPIELBERG, 31 
Seeks Nora Ephron. 25-30, to 
write the screenplay of his love 
Rto and help shoot the movie ho 
Is financing himself. London 

area. TT4383 

BE HERE NOW 
Tal, honest male. 28, seeks 
female, 21 +. tor tun, 1 hardship 
and more. Dorset lT43ai 
FEMALE WITH— 
IntaRgence. down-to-earth per- 
sonality. loyalty, creativity. 
VGSOH. 30-50, any culture, 
sought by male, *8. lo share 
love Ol travel. Food and myster- 
ies. music, sport, waiting, d no- 
ma theatre, good art and cats. 
■3 , 43S5 
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POSTGRADUATE 
Male, 30, seeks tomato, any 
aga/hationaRy. to Even Bfe up. 
South Coast. TT4374 
WHEN HARRY MET SALLY 
IntaHgent good-tootang, witty 
male, 28, 6', into theatre, dining 
out wanting, cinema, conversa- 
tion. traveling out, sodatising, 
seeks similar female, 25-45, no 
ties, tor fun, friendsKpfretetion- 
ship. West Midtands. P4397 
NEW HORIZONS 
Caring, tavtng, supportive, pro- 
fessional male, 32. 5'10*. medi- 
um build, N/S. enjoys waiting, 
music, cycling, keep-fit ene- 
ma cooking, seeks profession- 
al female, 20-30, S1T+, beauty 
both Inside and out, tor friend- 
ship, maybe more. NW area 

IT 4396 

PROFESSIONAL 
MANCHESTER MALE : 
Honest ta lei Agent, tfroughtfuL 
N/S sTm male, 33, ShO", loves 
alternative esoteric subjects, 
cinema the arts, music, enjoys 
questioning accepted notions 
ol reaBty. seeks tamale, 24-34, 
Is give and receive love. 
774348 

EARTH MAN 

Articulate, adventurous type, 
34. interacts include spiritual 
devetapmerti. Ireland, breath- 
ing fresh air, organic tarmtag, 
seeks bright, independent 
female, any age. tor friend- 
sh ^relationship. Bristol area. 

C4376 

SPECIAL LADY SOUGHT 
Adventurous, tafl. slim. Surrey 
male. 39. tovety smile. Ikes 
travel, wild Ste. lining out seeks 
tateUgent articulate lady, tor 
lasting future g43M 


ARE YOU THERE? 
Proiessional mate, 49. Middle 
Eastern origin, Ifcas reading, 
the countryside, dining in, 
seeks Independent female, 30- 
45, N/S, lor friend shi p, possibly 
more. New to London. TT4402 
CONDITION CRITICAL 
Balding, bearded, sensitive and 
scruffy, Jewish mate, 50. smok- 
er, unemployed artist, seeks 
surttar, sypahetic female, no 
ties, to see the new year In 
wtth. age/con dltton/cotour/ 

creed unimportant. NW 

London area 1T4388 

AVAILABLE NOW 
Professional, fit. presentable, 
articulate, sociable male, 48. 
Geeks apodal lady, to share 
life's liner moments. Aberdeen/ 

Perth. TT4172 

ANIMAL LOVER 
Solvent male, 45, 51 CT, brown 
hair, blue eyes, sftn/medtam 
buSd. smart appearance, N/S. 
seeks petite, interesting lady, 
37-45, with GSOH, who can 
give and receive loads of affec- 
non. East Anoka. TT41S7 
GLAMOROUS 
LADY SOUGHT 
Extremety goodHooMng, itoarty. 
professional gentleman. 30teb, 
6V. muscular build, wtth 
VGSOH, Into theatre, saciabs- 
Ing. horse rxftng, genuinely 
seeks good-looking, older 
woman, preferably solvent tor 
tan and Mandshm. 7T4147 
GENUINE AND SPORTY 
Fun-taytng, fit. active, friendly, 
romantic male, mature 18, 5V, 
N/S. GSOH, enjoys playing 
lootball, gym, conversation, 
rtirrtng oul, seeks fun-tovtng, 
sporty lemale. 18-25, GSOH, 
tor laughter, fun nights out, 
friendship poss&fy more. 
04162 


SEEKING 


OXFORD MALE_ 

—31, S’B". sfim. professional, 
graduate, varied Interests, 
seeks mate. 30-45, for fnend- 
ship and more. P4377 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 
Handsome. mtaWoent creative 
male, late 30s. with GSOH. into 
more tiian lust 9-5, seeks simi- 
lar male, for Christmas and 
beyond. London. TT4388 


JUST FRIENDS 


EXPLORE WTTH ME 
Female, speaks several lan- 
guages, would Ike to travel to 
Europe, Middle East. Africa, 
visit art gaflenes In London, 
seeks straight female compan- 
ion. 30-50. North London 

XT 4300 

EGOLESS POSSIBILITIES 
Exiling, ftm-toving mate. 3i. 
enjoys languages, travel, read- 
ing. seeks French-speaking 
mafe/lomafe Inends, tor out- 
feris, socteHaing and hiendship. 


SALISBURY 

ARTIST 

Male, would like to meet other 
beat artists. 203-405. N/S. lo 
paint, draw and to exchanqe 

ideas, mi 93 ^ 

rrsGOOD 
TO TALK 

Professional male. 40+. enioys 
muec. travel, ctaema. theatre, 
weks lemale friends. 35+ tor 
Irfendship. outinep. conversa- 
tion. London. Wlti old callers 
Ptease caU again. ■B‘3943 
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Sirius, for i he r‘ 11 tel! i'.l; cor. u r t i c u I j ; o 
ami well educated, providing personal 
interviews and. of coarse, complete 
discretion at all times. 

Join n o jv and claim... 
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0800 iYaYsoV 
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f JOIN CINELINK3 

Socialiw around 
£ Cinema /Art* evimfcs in J| 
central London 
Tel: 0181 800 4822 
or Mtnd SAE to 
13 S Lordship Rnad 
London NlriOQL 


GAY MEN 

Form long term relationships 
through 

Significant 

Others 

the Introduction Bureau for 
Professional Gay Men 
0171 499 5939 


| PLUMP PARTNERS. National dat- 
ing agency H you are plump or 
prefer a piump partner ring 01352 
715909. 

| UK'S BEST sngtn maga zine. F ree 
detafis* Bargain Otiert PERSON 
TO PERSON (Des> HO). P.0. Bw 
4. Gcmg. RGfl 9DN. 
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(NORTH - EAST! 

THE CLUB FOR 
PNmSIOSALSBiGLES 
Suxessfal, Anknlote, 
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PLtQ TO MEET YOll 
DDEU PAHNEK 
Top soda] events 
Top Introductions 
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0191 224 2414 


To advertise in this section please call Claire 
Louise Donald on 0171 293 2347. 


NOTICE TO 
READERS 

The Independent cannot 
guarantee that 
respondents will receive a 
reply when answering 
advertisements or this 
page, although wc hope 

that as u mailer of 
courtesy they will. 

When making contact 
with people lor the first 
time it is advisable to 
meet in a public plow 
and let a member or 
your family or trusted 
friend know where vou 
will be. 

Wc would advise readers 
and advertisers to 
c.icrcisc caution when 
giving out persona] 
details. ThK will be 
respected by genuine 
respondents. 
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A shot in the dark for the woodcock 



Woodcock of the north: 
they are driven south by 
the winter, but no one 
knows why the birds end 
up in Britain 

Photograph: Andea 


The numbers of one of our 
more flamboyant yet 
mysterious birds are swelled by 
migrants this season. 
DuffHart-Davis writes in praise of 
the woodcock. 

This is the time of year when shooting 
men hope to come across that elusive 
and unpredictable rarity - the woodcock. 
You can go out and find a pheasant or 
a pigeon any day. but a woodcock is 
something else - a bird whose magic de- 
rives from its very evanescence. 

The most fascinating thing about 
woodcocks is the way they silently come 
and go: one day there are none in a wood, 
and the next you may find several Most 
country people reckon they are mi- 
grants. and associate their arrival in 
England with the onset of harsh weath- 
er in the far north of Europe; it is well 
established that ice and snow drive the 
birds southwards in search of warmer 
dimes, and that during their nocturnal 
journeys some are forced down by ex- 
haustion. short of their ideal destination. 
This explains why they are sometimes 
found in apparently uncongenial sur- 
rounding. such as the middle of a field 
of kale. A few old boys still speak of a 
“fall" of woodcocks, meaning that some 
haw dropped in out of the sky during the 
night. 1 treasure the story of the Norfolk 
squire who. early this century, departed 
for a winter season at his club in London, 
leaving his gamekeeper George with in- 
structions to inform him when the wood- 


cocks arrived. In due course he received 
a letter which read, in its entirety: 
Homed Sir 
The kaks beam 
Jargc 

No doubt the squire hastened home 
- for when the woodcocks are in, they 
add enormously to the excitement of the 
day. From boyhood in the Chil terns I re- 
member old Harry Brown, the keeper, 
letting out a tremendous roar of 
“WOODcock!" every time one was 
sighted. 

They jump up with a clap of wings 
from under a bush, and. considering their 
rather heavy build, like a jumbo snipe, 
jink their way through the trees with as- 
tonishingly swift and frequent changes 
of direction. 

They are hard to find and difficult to 
shoot, but they are delicious to eat. tast- 
ing like a pheasant that might have been 
lurking in a marsh: the slight fishy tang 
doubtless derives from their habit of 
feeding on earthworms. 

Even if winter does swell the popu- 
lation with migrants, some woodcocks 
remain in Britain all year round, and 
their breeding habits are unique in sev- 
eral ways. On late spring evenings a male 
will launch into the form of display 
known as reding, during which he pa- 
trols his territory with long, circular 
flights just over the trees. 

Back and forth through the dusk he 
goes, not dodging about as he would in 
the wood, but Hying straight and fast, 
with heavy, owl-like wing-beats, some- 
times in an oblong loop which raav be 
half a mile from end to end. sometimes 


Christmas gifts for the 
green at heart 


in a huge figure of eight All the lime 
he is turning his head from side to side 
and uttering two quite different calls: one 
a single, high-pitched squeak, the other 
a guttural urk, urk. 

His mate, meanwhile, is nesting on 
the ground, often at the foot of a tree. 
If she has chosen a bed of beech leaves 
as a site, her wonderful camouflage - 
marbling of dark brown, light brown and 
black - makes her almost impossible to 
pick ouL It is said that during daylight 
she slowly rotates on the nest so as to 
keep her head away from the sun and 
prevent her eyes giving off any tell-tale 
glint that might betray her presence. Cer- 
tainty woodcocks’ eyes are enormous, 
and set very high on the sides of the bead 
- so high, in fact, that biologists believe 
the birds can see not only all round them, 
but over the tops of their heads as weO, 
without moving. 

Rotation on a nest is something I have 
never witnessed. What I have seen is an- 
other peculiar habit often dismissed as 
a fairy tale: a mother carrying a chick 
between her thighs. One summer af- 
ternoon, as I walked quietly along a 
woodland ride, a woodcock burst out of 
the undergrowth a few feet away, and I 
saw at once that there was something odd 
about her. In flight she looked abnor- 
mally upright and elongated, so heavy 
that she could barely dear the brambles. 
Staring, 1 realised that she had a fluffy 
baby clamped between her knees. Hav- 
ing plopped it down on a new site some 
20 yards off, she made two return trips 
to collect the second and third of her 
brood. 


Migration to Britain, however, remains 
the most curious facet of woodcock be- 
haviour. It makes perfect sense that the 
birds should head south for Portugal, 
Spain, northern Greece and Turkey, to 
escape the northern winter, but why 
should they ride a transit of the North Sea 
when they could travel more safety, and 
in easy stages, overland? (Experts assume 
that if strong south-wester ty winds blow 
up, thousands must-drown.) 

A recent, fascinating suggestion is that 
the birds are still following the migra- 
tory routes pioneered by their ancestors 
millennia ago, before the North Sea ex- 
isted, from the time when Britain was 
still part of mainland Europe. Ringing 
bas shown that latter-day woodcocks re- 
turn to their wintering and breeding 
grounds with astonishing fidelity - so per- 
haps our latter-day visitors steer by age- 
old instincts, without realising that a 
potentially lethal expanse of sea lies 
ahead of them. 

A story is told of the late Sir Charles 
Gore - less knowledgeable about coun- 
try matters than the Norfolk squire -who 
used to hold grand pheasant shoots at 
Slype, his estate in Gloucestershire. One 
day, when he saw that the bag included 
a woodcock, he boomed at his game- 
keeper, “I like them! We’ll rear a thou- 
sand of them next year." 

His enthusiasm was entirety mis- 
placed. The whole point about wood- 
cocks is that they cannot be reared 
artificially, like pheasants or partridges. 
They cannot be corralled or decoyed On 
the contrary, they go their own myste- 
rious way, and so retain their magic. 


What do you give a 
nature lover for 
Christmas? Daniel But/er 
has a host of helpful 
suggestions. 


The chances arc that your fam- 
ily or friends already possess the 
hcsl field guide or thermal 
gloves, while binoculars and 
walking-bools are beyond many 
budgets. Xilikypcrunduni: there 
Is a host of relatively inexpen- 
sive possibilities that enable 
vou to make n gift to benefit 
more than the receiver. 

Take adopt it in schemes, for 
example. London Zoo runs 
such schemes for endangered 
animals. Prices generally start 
at £20 for a gorbil. kookabur- 
ra or black widow spider, run- 
ning up to Eh.lHlfl for an 
elephant. Contact Animal 
Adoptions. London Zoo, Re- 
gent's Park. London NAVI 4RY 
(0171-449 h2ft2>. 

The Penzance Bat Hospital 
runs an adoption service for 
which you (or the recipient of 
vour sift I can sponsor named 


long-term residents. A sum of 
£15 will feed Earwig, a hrown 
long-eared hat. For a year, while 
the donor’s nominee gels an 
adoption certificate, a welcome 
pack and two “progress re- 
ports". Sponsors arc also wel- 
come to visit their charges and 
- in some cases -to handle 
them. Write to Cornwall WT. 
Freepost PA’ 1 774. Five Acres. 
Allct. Truro. Cornwall TR4 
9DJ tit 1 73n 305(87 ). 

For those with an aversion to 
hats, the trust runs seal sponsor- 
ship schemes. For £15 you can 
adopt a specific pup (£111 for 
juniors l which gives you a cert- 
ificate. seal pack and six- 
monthly updates: £30 provides 
a colour print and an invitation 
to join a seal watch. 

Normally environmental- 
ists blanch at the idea of sheep 
subsidies, but Suffolk Wildlife 
Trust has an entirely laudable 
scheme to help maintain its 
rare Spcckle-fuccd Beulah 
flock. These arc vital for the 
health of Sandlings Heath, 
where they control coarse 
grasses and scrub. U n fortu- 
nate I v thev can never be eco- 


nomic because they are al- 
lowed lo graze only sparsely 
and must over-winter indoors, 
so the trust offers packages to 
cover the feed, shearing and 
veterinary bills. These range 
from £ 1 5 for a lamb to £50 for 
a ram. For more information 
con l act Suffolk Wildlife Trust. 
Brooke House. The Green. 
Ashbockinn, Suffolk IP6 9JY 
(01473 890089). 

You can also provide help 
out in the wild. Dormice, for 
example, are threatened al- 
most everywhere, and special- 
ly constructed nest boxes can 
help hall the decline. For £730 
Cheshire Wildlife Trust (Grebe 
House. Reasehcaih. Nantwich 
CW5 6DG) will send you a cer- 
tificate for your own num- 
bered dormouse box, an 
information pack and updates 
on occupancy. The Wiltshire 
Wildlife Trust (18 High St, 
Devizes. Wiltshire SN10 IAT 
- 0 1 380 725ti70) does the same 
for £10. 

Alternatively, if birds arc 
your passion, the trust runs a 
scheme to help Braydon For- 
est’s bam owls. These have 


been particularly hard hit by 
the loss of traditional farm 
outbuildings to residential 
conversions, and the scheme 
provides artificial nests on suit- 
able farms. Unfortunately each 
box costs £30 to build and 
erect, and the project officer, 
David Picket, says the scheme 
has run out of money and 
would welcome donations to 
build further sites. 

There arc more organic 
ways of providing food and 
shelter, however. The British 
Trust for Conservation Volun- 
teers runs a tree-sponsorship 
scheme. For a donation of £17. 

volunteers will plant the 
donor's choice of native tree, 
tagged with their name, and 
from then on each year they will 
receive a commemorative card 
and be invited to a trcc-plant- 
ing event. 

But this may be too passive 
for some. Those wanting lo gel 
their hands dirty may benefit 
from a BTCV break. These 
offer the chance to loam trad- 
itional skills while improving the 
environment. 

There are more than 300 


NATURE NOTE 


Oblivious of Mike Foster and his bill to ban hunting with hounds, foxes have started their 
annual round of procreation - and a rackety business ft is. Every night from now until after 
Christmas, dog foxes will patrol the woods and fields, announcing their presence with 
volleys of dry. staccato barks. Some males seem to be two-bark specialists, some three: 
“roff. raff, raff," they go, repeating the call every few minutes as they trawl through the 
landscape, often following the scent trail of a female that has come into season. The vixen 
does not answer from a distance; only when brought to dose quarters does she give tongue 
with a blast of hideous, unearthly screams. The noise may be only that of copulation, 

threatened or actual, but it sounds like a knock-down, 

drag-out battle between very large ghosts; 

especially on nights when the moon 
shines bright, it is unearthly enough to 
put the wind up 
nervous humans, 

^ x ■ indoors. 


Duff 

Hart-Davis 
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working holidays on offer 
throughout the year, spread 
across the whole of mainland 
Britain, ranging from hedge- 
laying to otter-bolt 
construction. The cost of such 
breaks is minimal - volunteers 
are charged only for food and 
accommodation, which is often 
very basic - and prices start at 
£22 for a weekend and £40 for 
a week. Information on both 
tree-planting and breaks is 
available from the BTCV at 36 
St Mary’s Street. Wdlingford, 
Oxon 0X10 0EU (01491 
839766). 

Finally, don’t forgel that 
gardens and windowsills are 
miniature environments in 
their own righL Supplying food 
and shelter can provide help to 
dozens of creatures, not lo 
mention increasing human 
pleasure. The RSPB, for ex- 
ample, has an extensive mail- 
order range that includes bird 
tables (starting at £20), nest 
boxes (£10.50) and feeders 
(£8). Contact the RSPB shop 
at The Lodge, Sandy, Bed- 
fordshire SG19 2DL (01767 
680551). 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Joseph’s Coat ...The shrub of many colours I 

From just £8.95 inc p&p 


How to order 

W (0101) 431 8431 for enquiries and 24 
hou credit card order service Ofi 
HI in coupon quoting your Access/Visa/ 
Mastercard number or sand with crossed 
cheque/PO, NO CASH please, to: 

HDEPENDENT SPKEA SHIROBANA OFFER, 
P.O. BOX 64. SOUTH WEST DISTRICT 
OFFICE, MANCHESTER H16 SHY 
Offer subject to avaiabffty and UK mainland 
readers only, ft you are not completely satis- 
tied relumwfWn 7 days tor a fati refund. 

Reg m EngareJ 1POB9S7 Hmspapw Put)tef*ig {fc 


The Spirea Shirotana or Joseph's Coat is am amazing 
shrub which actually produces three different coloured 
Dowers; red. pink and white. Joseph's Coat will Dower en 
masse from June until October. The shrub will grow to a 
height of about 3ft and can be used as a very attractive 
ground cover. A pack of three shrubs will cost just £835 

inc p&p and produce a raised carpet of colour 

approximately 30 square feet in size. Or. if you need to 
cover a little more ground there is a pack of 6 shrubs 
available at just £14.95 including postage & packing. 

Please send me_ Pack/s d 3 Splraa r§> E8.95 par pact inc p&p 

Please send me PacWs ol B Sffcua g £14.95 per pack inc p&p 

I endow my cheque/PO (adefroso on back) made payable to: 
Newspaper Publishing ING915, or please debit my 

AcCeSsMsa/Mastercard account with tti6 sum Of £ 

My card lumber is: 


Please use BLOCK CAPITALS. Expiry date: 


Nanm(Mr/MrsMsa/Ms)_ 


Signature 

Orders to INDEPENDENT SPHEA SHBOBANA OFFER 

PO BOX 84. SOUTH WEST DISTRICT OFHCE. MANCHESTER Ml6 BHY. 

□ Muse Bek IMS Mr * ycu do not mb id mcsM< Uro rna»*p bom news. 
PWBl PUBLtStSWGS PUC a tram compantas appiMd ey NEWSPAPER 
PUBUSHWGSPLC HGSlS 
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Banish muddy footprints from the house 
with Q^griframes Gardeners Shufflers. 


^47 



’ %• \ ; 5i ~ Ajjafnimr- Shulllir-. The pracbcal, affordable and \ 
i^iun way to hmi^h muoU hxtprinli fran the house. Simply \ 
'■slip info A^rifcimo Shurtlti? when you need to slip mio the i 
Ivunc ip nnw’cr titc phone i.or the call of nature) or make a quick 1 
>aip of iv.i. ShuDk-rs arc m.icfe fn.vn hard-wearing, polypropylene 
•'ihrie rn.it is machine wshnblc md long lasiinft Hang a pair on a 
n--i4: hy ’.hi ,l.,r. .;r folded up in your picker ready for action. 

.•V.ail.AL- in run sr/«.s. midium to fit over hew sizes (4-7) and 
'.irji. ;.? fit -n -r Kj-.i si.s» iS-lh in a chokv of colours, blue or 
L'-uv now - Shutlkfi an: only available direct from 
. cj’i'r.niws Jit; ( .tia-tm jj , , K 
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Your n toon refttnM if r&<r ik'hghtnl - return inmsed mrtm M dm-. 

" If ni- Ctrfi-ur turn.' tre will lupph Hue 

f^ Agr ifnames » ™,15S P 5 CH 

AniDw LU. Oarinuh W. hr* CriNoA *imm Kill* Zllli. g.g g e 
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AS SEEN ON TV 

BEST BUY UNDER £10 

BBC Gardeners 
World Live 1997 
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TOKM E3RT TRAPPER MATS 


At last - as seen at 
Garden and Flower 
Shorn nalionr/ide - Uie v$j 
dear rnai ihar really jif 
works! He muddy r* 
fcatpnnis or parnmortis "v 
on clean Moors ana £j" 


SUSSEX 

TRUG 

BASKETS 


tr.ji- mp • hr ::i* }>jr '' "-' S lPtetnr ~t f'~ ' j 

■:j; v.iiii rijn-jn 

!•>'- -.»••» i. rt-v .’na greasy dirt from -rttoes and 

p=w.s w in rton.^if. ixsk baching, tney are fuHy maehJne- 
v.'.iCiiablo at ■ 10 ° C. a-.^ikysiA in -mon cniaun .me j 
Slue. C-iwn. Biack^Wle, Fawn. Dart Grey. Seal Brown. BlacWBrown 
• :s ■ J.1 -n Cites - • IOC «nS32.SS. *:f * I W an G4&16 

PUn QAi P A P per nx± 

i>UM I.WI. i >.r. .nw i«(f tiaaang t.-ir irtf rjt ftjrpeK. - ptaaaa cefl lor 
Vai; ■>' •■‘FK and prore ■ 

Irrir. Tut^ Ei jt Co.. 92a Kings Road, King On. Surrey KT2 5KT 

!”"F U- Tel: 0181 296 0366 

Fax : 01 81 296 0360 ^<£5^ 


Traditionally crafted 
from Willow and 1 
Sweet Chestnut- 
Prices from E12.50-f45.00 , 
ce No 5 tl8"xm 
£24.00 Plus £4.50 p&p 1 
Send S.A.E fir Mails. ' 

THETRUGGERY’ 

I PC), Coopers Croft, 
Herstmoacea\, I 
East Snssex BN27 1QL 
Tel. Fax. ; 
01323 832314 


■ Av^rTi 


Super Sft HhS 


Webbs Hanging Basket BaB Kit 

It rte rtBafclj plrufii mded iokri 
K3 arc; ramfitE wth prsitld bars, irrigate*! «H Jmnry iSy 
inn, mlc' reteatfon gnmv^ tina/tp iud esty lo Fo8m 
itfchirlioni Hataiar^ataakU 

2 Vi® cat only £17,92 (tc. cxr| 'jnsfly £23.50p. 

j ! :w te I'ldutti fcr £1 1.95p. cc. cut 

Phone, Post, Fax order as soon as possible to avoid ifiscpf Mii ii l inM i l 
Webbs ltd: Unit 2, 15 Station Road, Knebworih, Herb SG3 6AP. 
tel: 01438 814620 (24 hr] fac 01438 81 5047 
’ OFFER ENOS 31st DECEMBER 1997 or antS stacks an axhausted 
• - Free comprE/rcnsfve brochure avaSahla — 
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MORNING GLORY ; 
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QnT-prsfe Cat 





The Naural Atami Ckx* 
copteaasuufce, u™ng yatx 
Internal body dock a wa>e- 
up signal at Uw —w 

y° ucfKOBe iMM 




BBT WW 

i krlhilMflWqniaCananei 
Heart, icatag Tap IMB. b«*ig 
tak|Mg|i«Mltanh. 
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01954211955^1 
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S-xer.n.- jc;,ir.'d H jc Pus r sw:id 5 Idem 2 >\ * 

<: .'• n-.p. cos; !ron a nuista i original it ... -'/'.raUfc 

Ar.cJ.c — L'.*W 'Ji an;v. II CTO- * ' ■ 
i ??-: >:>: A Otpuliriy - l«in A 3 Lensn. -?•• ^r - .• 

c-'f :*.<■■ .r-M c s c? Sit i Z 5ti Ceniury. /. .* '• \> 

i-.'.m'. v n.s:or>ans jjl1e.dc.r5 7^. • 

o v .•!' rv<: [no !on-.cr IJSSFI jt Ty 

.: •*. : .. £25 55 * C3.9S p-p ANow 10 

•>•*}'! Iv. Shov/dear UtL, The Old Bakery, 24 
: .-.c-icv -coj T j.viosipr .■JonnarjdsNNJS pDJ. Tel: 01J27 
Iff .'■> j-n-op 


STAMP 
COLLECTIONS 
VALUATIONS & 
SALES 


We offer out FREE vahsiwo 
service, animat obligttm. [f 
coOcaun n bulky at aill send 4 
vainer to voar home Werfljhir 
you 1 punowd aks figure far 
other Auraon or Pnvn* Treitv 
Sait Write or ohew for brochure 


Pfnmridgr* OB (at 1 898/ 
P0Bd1S9.atBkhmt.KtBi. 
BR76UA 
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Tel: 0181 4675110 


Calendars From 
Your Own Photos! 


Inst nd jodrt bvtmtu photos 
(BiKEforJ. any urn jod WT mil 

priat yoa • 199* fan cotar a l w hi 

vrilh 3 oaaidha fa a page. SilJO^O 
or I2il71i«ja Ik po«. fbet* 
M w Mm ■ lead ay pbaa £1 UM 
me pHL S itay service. 

Qiy dto own a mlbMe 
Ctafaes paytMe id- 


PO Boa 6 DopiIN, Mwhsr. MM 
30. hc»>r rfal hm Icxflrt. 
CafaadM Badfaw «MI 2M SW* 
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“THE GENIUS’ 


p ftw a-erUs b«a pencil 
iharpwiior. AtfpaiK to itiatfi tftree 
'Jiterem prectson pants. SaM 
DfOK. Made In Germany. Laathw 
Mi^e. instnjetiono. s&xe triads, 
OHLY C&aS Inc pAp 
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! S-ra* M«tirr> *- 
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Ac. “THE ORIGINAL 

LEFTHANDER” 

»» spate eiade S3J0 ine pAp 
immodiale dejmeh. Cheoues W. 

T0PC0L08 StHIVGKERS (Dept 3) 
Coombs Cottjge 
North Gortcy. Fcnlingbridga 
Hants SP8 2PO 

Td: 01425 652482 

tan d it iv! defy men 
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Condoms 

DIRECTf 
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Jwnfaps siin»6 sreed tar^ 
3 Iht-lW Sanday Ntwfafes^ 
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Ssncdsy £E|SC!l 
REMEMBER WHEN 
SMPnHnWay.IS E 
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(07000 472337) 
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ORIGINAL SILHOUETTE BRACKETS AND BASKETS 

Cllh>« l(««l»lidlBl1llir hire iBKfvhBVillr. iTrtActel wK kr|fff/drt . rj»W. MWS 
pmKVhDufMinwfuld 1 pi it 1MI 1 , hJ«4Mtr.«l»aik<1. 4llnui^ i.t*t -4»J 
Ml w-4 pia- n*. Litfnc iiu poii*c«] i Wril pivMibi itui pn-l fo* 1 Ire anTv . 
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TWPUd. lDcj« IN ). I tfa « SUUua Rood [mSuMriJ F.aate. HaBunm. 
Fj a Soao BN27 3RK. Tafc 01A2J getgjj. Fav: Mjgj H499SL 


enaissance 

Gift Cotlectinns 



TRADITIONAL & 
CONTEMPORARY STYLES 


THE FINEST FOOD Si W1NF 
CLASSIC CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 
VELVET WRAPPED PORT & STILTON OK 
CHAMPAGNE & CHOCOL ATES 
EXCLUSIVE GIFTS FOR CLIENTS 
FR LENDS & FAMILY 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE TO PROMOTE YOUR 
CORPORATE IDENTITY 
WORLD-WIDE DISPATCH & 

HAND DELIVERY IN LONDON 
CALL FOR A FREE BROCHURE 


TEL: 0181 780 1560 OR FAX: 0181 780 0557 


THE PERFECT PRESENT 

"GIFT VOUCHERS TO PARADISE” 






HoadCdo66 Hall 


THE HEALTH 6PA DE^ODT IM A 6TATELY HOME 

DAY GIFTS FROM £46.00 
FOR AN INSTANT PURCHASE TEL 01283 575671 
NR. LICHFIELD, STAFFORDSHIRE 


Q1- Stuck tor Ideas ? For rtwkteal 
gffl thb Christmas who shook! you 
ca* lor 1Z gins In i? 


ARS AMATORIA 


The Illustrated Book of Bottoms 
96 pages of pictures and words; surprisingly 
explicit, engagingly witty and well-informed, to 
enlighten and amuse 
anyone with an inter- 
est in the past and 
present, the uses and 
variety, the delights 
and shades of the 
female bottom. A 
compact little book 
for your library's lop 
shelf and deflniteiy 
not for prudes. 




Price £10.00. For further enquiries to: EPS. Dept ISB. PO 
Box 10645, LONDON SW10 9ZT FREEPHONE 
0800 026 25 24 or Fax: 0171-244 8999 or order 
directly from our website at httpj/www. eps. org. uk 


the Erotic Print Society 



BRIGHT IDEA 
FOR XMAS! 
IBE AUTHENTIC 
MfflEIS LAMP 


wKiDanu>na 

Ibamfrturedoita «TJ 


'fymwmou 


BRITISH 
tel# SCHOOL 


7 BALLOONING 


FOB THE MAN WHO THINKS 
HE HAS EVERYTHING 
Fmanilbcd Hand Crafted Beer 


Your undue mulct! ci» 

:hcLibd. ' 


CtjampMgne FOgttls far ttm 
Exparlancc ala Utotkno 

Core F 1 * Wtei Sa awi 

wja*-:u??rr-* E^.T-Wv^T-j^Tri 


V" siiLr™* h reirwrarni't, 

pre^idi'frre 

ORDtS no« to t'aiqcr Uum Gifl 
toy^KiSuias.!? 1 * 
im frts^rtj'.s.’n rucl i 
FK 

Lugton Brmxry 
OISOS 650267 
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e 01428 707 307 


BLACK SHKHP 
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THE LONDON 
PHRENOLOGY 

COMPANY LLMITED 
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6f»;hirc i Service 

-r-.,rr. v-TJ'.-l T>-»J 

-t- ,-v t. — r ^ -i-r 


ui~i »5o iri~ 


0/765689227 


The lornlon Phrvnalo^r 
Company Ud. 

9i V. Martin -* Lane. 
Umdnn «CJV aLA 



Not Antique 



By the rest to OS. 

Choose your Sofa or Chair and Fabr^ 

to Measure^ nrfepS0Qg Monkwel 


Made to s^^os, MonkweD, 

Vast others. Open 7 days 

TAtfino. Contract and 



Letting, Contract and 
Interior Designers 
Welcome 
Re-Upholstery 
Curtains and 
Divan Sets? 


Certainly! 


Bur. can an expert veil the diff erence.':’ 


We will beat any other price 


of a eom parable quality 


18th & 19th Century Replica Furniture in Solid Maho g any. 
WblnuT. ttw. Binisejr Maple and other a mic woo ds, made to 
a standard nnsorpassed thu cartury by tnascercraftsmen in 
3 ranges to suit all lifestyle and Income graops- 


Call the FACTORY SHOP atPoetstyle Ltd. 



MORI A RTFS 
SOUD PINE 
STORAGE BEDS 


fo r N E Wdofour hrochurc 

Pllfne 

<(01233) S50214> 


BRITISH ANTIQUE REPLICAS 


■TTTTTtt^ 

^ '■ ’ .'id -6i I -M iTTl 


717 SCHOOL CLOSH. QUEEN ELIZABETH AVR_ BURCTSS HILL, 
fKTrWRBr unmn & womwl WEST SUSSEX SH1S9RX 
Mon-Sot S am - 530 pm. Tel' 01444 245577 



u» 3S a wrtlng surface. 

Deftvery 7-UJ days. Wtn or pftone 
tor deiaib md sample. 


The Original Breton Shirt 


2A FDIONW PUCE. UNION W1 BEE 


The traditional French 
F hh arrww'h working dllrt 
Made Irani 100% unbleached 
1 ~~ — T- moon. So comfonable thtf're 

1 77 - adtftctfae We bought them on 
^ holkbf 10 yriri jgi and Itbtd diem 
!S y id much »e Mt obliged do »hare 
*- - — diem with everyone - honestly! 

Anfatfa *> mrvwr 

s=e=- s(m--m *7 i>K»"-tr)M«-.*n xL<«--««n xxl pm 
1 1 >50 pha 1 1 AS B«p nr two far tlAOO hiehfafa 
CMkkam iba 4 Im> failoMe nr.M-.Z*- am 2a-)0CIU»lM 


Fynefish 

Traditionally smoked on 
the shores of Loch Fyne \ 


The Breton Cap 
The ctusfc navy fisherman 'i hat 
Made In France from quality 
wooirfetc 


Sn«nhSoxijd iltowo mpKlsiX 
i 5fa.iJ *dcs tjwoSozK- Sib, EBlo 
CC. Other Sainted jpedsiUin 
indude Hrt SmoLal iVihnon, 
(FnxnuLT Cut! OB. H,<S*»*eiI 
Trout Ffllefa £10. Hot Smoked 
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TTie Artist's Friend 
Drawing Made Easy 
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Requires No Pow 
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A high quality stainless steel produce ideal tor automotiw 
repairs, camping, hunting, fishing and othts 1 hobbies. Th? 
tool folds up comptetEiy into a small square carry pouch. 




Die set contafro 

• peers wtti wfre cutter *^*^W^*h 
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Win a Prize 
In our Easy 
To Enter 
Christmas 
Competition 
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The Independent In assoclaUon with 


Renaissance 


03- Fancy a rift in the douds ? I 
Who will make your "RraJ time’ 
arfraspodoT? 


is offering a special Christmas baskeL 
incorporating luxury food and wine every 
Saturday until 6th December in our 
Christmas Guide Competition. Every 

flrSt correct postcard pulled out 
of the Christmas sack will win the special 
prize. 


How to Enter 

9 ues “ons. numbered one to 
flve Mden ajnongs, lhe chrlsimas Cift 
Cu,de advertisements. Once vou have 
found lhan. you must find the answers. 
These are located within the 
advertisements. Send your answers 
together with your name, address and 
daytime telephone number on a posted 


Christmas Gift Guide Competfaoa Mo. 13 

_ T “ e ^dependant. 

One Canada Square. Canary Wharf, 
Lond <m E 14 SDL 


Oosmg date Tor Competition No. 13 is 
Thursday I ith December 1997 
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Don’t look down, 
don’t look up, 
just bungee 


Itfs the ultimate virtual reality: 
falling without the hump. And it*s 
terrifying. But bungee-jumping Is 
not as challenging as it appears, 
writes Eric Kendall. 


"They’d have lo pay me more than £50 to 
jump off there.” The old bqy from York- 
shire had a point. By normal standards, hurl- 
ing yourself from the top of a crane to 
bounce around on an elastic band wouldn’t 
be an obvious thing to choose to do, re- 
gardless of any inducements offered. 

As I explained that you have to pay drem 
the £50, another body came winging down, 
exclaiming: “Better than sex!” before ping- 
ing skywards on the rebound. The old cyn- 
ic still wasn't convinced: “He can’t be doing 
it right.” 

It may be fun, as thousands of jumpers 
have been proving for years, but it doesn’t 
take a Casanova lo know that the sex anal- 
og)' simply can’t be correct. OK, bungee- 
jumping is a brief thrill, involving a mighty 
surge of adrenaline and ecstatic shouting, 
but you do it upside down, at speeds of up 
to 1 OOmph. Cali me old-fashioned, but it’s 
not my idea of a roll in the hay. 

firom the moment you think about jump- 
ing, the idea haunts you. If you dither, ft 
could be weeks of torture, the thought forc- 
ing its way in whenever there's a gap in the 
day, and time to frighten yourself. The 
longer you leave it, the worse it gets. 

Dwelling on the origins of bungee 
doesn't help: a woman on the Vanuatu Is- 
lands in the Pacific fled from her maraud- 
ing husband by climbing a tree. Realising 
she was trapped, she tied a vine to her ankle 
and jumped. Meanwhile her husband 
didn't tie a vine to hi s ankle, and jumped 
too, only to overtake her just before hit- 
ting the ground in a terminal way. For the 
woman, proto-bungee was also 
better than sex, but not 
the way they mean 
sjjU these days. Since 
■ $P' then, islanders 
d j have jumped from 


i every year 

* with vines 
tied to their 

ankles, as a 

• .rite of pas- 



sage to manhood and to ensure a good yam 
harvest. 

In the yam-free world of commercial 
bungx-jumping, the vines are replaced with 
latex ropes on lo which the jumper is tied, 

usually by the ankles. Cranes, towers and 
bridges can be jumped from, generally at 
heights of between 120ft and 300fL The vital 
thing is that the drop is greater than the 
bungee at full stretch, plus a bit for luck, 
but that's all taken care of by the operator. 
You’ve got more important things to worry 
about, such as sheer terror. 

Though more scientific than vine-jump- 
ing, bungee also has ritual elements. Be- 
ing weighed, going through the “no back 
problems? no heart complaints?” routine 
is for real, but in the true spirit of the cir- 
cus, every last ounce of atmosphere and 
buzz is wrung from the procedure, just in 
case you might start to feel, despite your 
nerves, that your money could have been 
better spent. 

But that’s cold feet for you. While wait- 
ing for the long crane ride, any number of 
plausible arguments go from your spinning 
head to your churning stomach, not least 
that there's no sane, sensible reason for go- 
ing ahead. The reality, once youVe been 
weighed, joined the queue, stepped into the 
cage - is that you've come all this way, paid 
your money - and lots of people are 
watching. You've got to jump. 

And you do. Don’t look down, don't 
look anywhere; don't think , don't breathe. 
Just 5-4-3-2-1-hw/igec. The first, fastest, 
highest drop is almost instantly over, mo- 
ments of hollow free fall leaving you a few 
feet from the ground, pumping with adren- 
aline and gasping at the recognition that 
you're still alive. Now the real terror be- 
gins, as the elastic pulls you inexorably up, 
suspended in time and space, to hang once 
more, high in the sky, before plunging back 
towards earth. Finally your diminishing 
bounces subside to leave you helplessly 
dangfjng on the end of the rope and you're 
lowered down to exchange endless grins 
and even transatlantic whoops with other 
jumpers - a mixture of relief and something 
more powerful that could have you feel- 
ing good for days. 

It’s a fantastic sensation. Many people 
immediately want to jump again, and 
some come bade to become serial jumpers, 
trying every trick imaginable, from acro- 
batic stunts to blindfold, fear-enhancing 
techniques. But for the 
majority, that's it: they 
did it because it was 
there. Without any 
skills to learn or 
progress to make, 
why do it again? It's 
the ultimate fair- 
ground ride, though 
sa f er ’ but wouldn’t driv- 
ing the roller-coaster be even 
MIII Im better than taking a scary 

The m inim al danger 
(when jumping with a rep- 
J u table operator) and zero 
IpppT® qualifications required 

‘ -9 are both the best and the 
• worst of bungee. You don’t 
{ have to pull the parachute rip 
cord, fly the hang-glider, dive 
deeper or in any way influence the outcome: 
a sack of potatoes can bungee-jump. If one 
tilings certain about bungee, whatever any- 
one tries to tell you, comingloa sticky end 
is not on the agenda. 



Taking the plunge 

The British Elastic Rope Sports Assoc- 
iation, Bersa (01865 311 179), promotes 
bungee-jumping in the UK and ensures af- 
filiated clubs operate within their strict axie 
of practice; call for details of your nearest 
Bersa affiliated jump site. 

The UK Bungee Club fU] 71-720 949b) 
has mobile rigs that operate all uver the 
country, as well as the permanent site at 
Chelsea Bridge. Since 1992 more than 
100,000 people have jumped with them. The 


first jump costs £50. subsequent jumps £35. 
Approximately onc-lhird of their cus- 
tomers jump for charity, one third as ;t chal- 
lenge tin some eases having been given 
“gift” jumps - it’s more exciting than a book 
token). They categorise the final third as 
adrenaline junkies. Summer Ls the main sea- 
son. though weekend jumps continue 
throughout the year. 

Most UK jumping is from cranes, 
though the first jump was made from 
Clifton Suspension Bridge, in 1 979. Some 


aficioaados claim that jumping in impres- 
sive gorges such as New Zealand's Skippers 
Canyon adds something to the experience, 
but a crane probably gives the most extreme 
sensation of exposure and height. Jumps 
have also been made from balloons, heli- 
copters, cable cars and dams. 

Safety records of reputable companies 
are impressive. The only special require- 
ments for the jumper, beyond basic good 
health, arc to empty pockets of loose 
change and to wear clothing that's tight 


Better than sex? After a jump there’s 
a mixture of relief and something 
more powerful that could have you 
feeling good for days 

Photograph: Peter Andrews/Peuters 


enough not to come sLraighl off over your 
head. People looking for an additional thrill 
can also try catapulting - reverse bungee 
- which is exactly as it sounds. 


i How to lose your inhibitions - dramatically 



Jon 


..,w > 


K 







It was a backwards jump 
into the unknown, but 
for Jonathan Stebbings a 
weekend ‘mytho-drama* 
event was both 
rewarding and liberating. 

Wi thin half an hour of darting 
the Wild Dance weekend I felt 
way.out of my depth. 1 found 
myself shif ting from one foot to 
.the other as the rest of the group 
(ah intriguing mis of ages, gen- 
ders and lifestyles) thrashed, 
railed cridd and cursed to a 
tribal rhythm thumped out on 
. a massive drum. If I shut my 
eyes the beat dad beoome a hyp- 
notic, but I wasn’t going to 
"express” myself for anybody. 

. ■ This was a birthday present. 
- 1 had .asked for in experience 
T would not ndrmitflychoose, 
and toy wife had presented me 
with Wild Dance Events* bro- 
chure and suggested “Vision & 
Regeneration inWirtter's Tde m . 
■at the GktbeT&eatre.Thisw'as 
described as *a weekend -of 
mytho-drama”. Whatattracted 
me was the prospect of ham- 
ming ft up ndth Mark Rylance 
and Richard Olivier, two lead- 
ing lights beftmd the rebirth of 
Shakespeare's Globe. • 

. , Asthe course, cfeveloped it 


became dear that mytho-drarna 
is a way of using a dramatic text 
to explore one’s own emotion- 
al condition. Each person, ob- 
viously, gets something different 
out of the experience. Our 
dramatic text. The Winter’s Tale, 
is an archetype of emotional 
stagnation and regeneration 
for which participants were 
asked to bring two suitable 
symbols. So from the depths of 
Oxfordshire I headed for Lou- 
don with some horse manure 
(my symbol of stagnation) and 
an egg from my daughter’s 
chicken (regeneration). 

The first day concentrated 
on the tragic first half of The 
Winter's Tble, and it finished with 
a requiem chant and the option 
to present an offering to an altar 
for something we had lost I still 
felt silty swaying and singing in 
a central African dialect. But 
after 10 minutes - you need 
patience before the spirit turns 
up - 1 began to feel a strong 
urge to present my egg to my 
long-dead father. The more 
mv inhibitions bridled at the 
prospect, the more 1 felt com- 
pelled to walk alone, in front of 

afl those people, and mate a pri- 
vate, personal gesture [osome- 
one I had been unable to 

communicate with m We and 

barely able to think about after 


his death. 1 found myself ad- 
dressing an issue I had buried 
for 10 years, clearly and sin- 
cerely. It was like an unblocked 
sink draining away at last. 

The next morning began 
with Richard Olivier leading us 
on a journey through the ele- 
ments and seasons as a mythic 
assessment of our lives at dif- 
ferent stages. Again, I felt that 
to view my condition as static or 
dynamic, male or female, was 
pop psycho-babble. 

Apparently I was stuck in the 
autumn of a static male; in other 
words, I was a crusty old bug- 
ger like King Lear, who need- 
ed a good shove towards the 
next stage - “dynamic female”. 
I bad to “become” Perdita. 
heroine of The Winter's Tale. As 
a classically repressed English- 
man I like to camp it up with the 
best of them: but turning into 
a Ifr-vear-old shepherdess who 
is really a lost princess wasn’t so 
compelling. However, soon we 
were moving to the rhythm of 
the drum and 1 found myself 
drawn to Perdita’s wintry do- 
main. Some lilies on the altar 
caught my attention and as I 
sniffed them in my abandon- 
ment red pollen stained my 
nose. Before long I had daubed 
mv face and arms and began be- 
having in the way one can i re- 


member at a good party. 

1 spent the rest of the day 
looking like a savage. I hraved 
lunch at a Southwark pub, and 
then threw myself into the next 
ritual. This culminated in being 
led blindfold by Richard Olivier 
along passages and up stairs. I 
was taken through a door and 
felt the wind on my face. I real- 
ised we were on the roof, seven 
floors up. 1 was led up ladders 
and round corners - 1 heard 
traffic far below and trains on 
the London Bridge line. Then 
I was toJd to f all backwards. 

I expected to he caught al- 
most immediately, but I con- 
tinued falling into space for 
what seemed a delicious and lib- 
erated age. Then hands reached 
out to stop me. 1 suppose the 
essence of it was to be willing 
to take a risk - literally a leap 
in the dark. 

Wild Dance, a non-profit 
making organisation, began 
seven years ago after Richard 
Olivier organised an event for 
the American poet Ruben Bly. 
auLhor of Iron John and doyen 
of the mythic movement. A 
veteran of the best and victim 
of the worst aspects ol the 
men's movement. Olivier de- 
veloped Wild Dance Events 
from his work with Bly. 

It is now Britain's leading ex- 


ponent of workshops for men 
and women and runs many 
events - from evenings to week- 
long retreats, for men. women, 
mixed groups, fathers and sons, 
mothers and daughters. The me- 
dia include poetry, story-telling, 
music, drumming and dance. 
Every event is unique, adapting 
to the needs and personalities of 
those taking part. Many of the rit- j 
uals are chosen or even invent- 
ed ns the event happens. 

There is no connection with 
any religion or New Age prac- 
tice, si * it is a comfc »rtahlc place 
for rational sceptics and fund- 
amentalists. You don’t need 
experience or talent in take pan, 
and at no point are you expected 
to reveal anything about your- 
self. Great emphasis is placed 
on physical and emotional 
.safety-; the leaders remain de- 
tached from proceedings to en- 
sure everyone's well-being. 

Next year their events will in- 
clude a weekend tor fathers and 
sons, two rites of passage weeks 
and mylho-drama weekends 
with Richard Olivier and Mark 
Rylance, based on the Globe V 
productions. 

For next war's programme, call 
Wild Dance Liciuk {U17I-IU3 
J2W). nr write to tiCM. Fox 
W.W. London WV1N 3XX. 
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THE SHADOW OF VESUVIUS 

Geoff Hill visits Naples and Pompeii 

Plus: all you’ll ever need 
to know about skiing in France 


YOUR PRACTICAL GUIDE TO HOLIDAYS 


tX'J&t : " ' 








the independent 
Saturday t> December m? 

Ml 


14/WALKING 


The Empire 
hikes back 


It was built to keep the Piets at 
bay, but now It has become a 
promenade for walkers ... 

Hamish Scott patrols Hadrian’s Wall. 

Old frontiers are tbought-provoking. 
Rivers, hills and hedgerows that once de- 
fined a nation’s territorial identity revert 
to being harmless features of a larger land- 
scape once the winds of history have 
changed. Flint arrowheads and iron 
swords, bullet-cascs and rejected visa ap- 
plications may lie buried in the soil, but 
the line defended with such passion has 
vanished, like some iong-dead tom-cat's 
urine trail, and can scarcely be detected 
on the ground. 

In Northumberland, however, one of the 
most significant of frontiers in the history 
of Europe still exists. In AO 122 the Em- 
peror Hadrian ordered the construction of 
a wall that would define the farthest limit 
of the Roman empire. Perhaps even at the 
time there were questions raised about 
some details of the project, such as the need 
for gateways eveiy mile, even on the 
steepest cliff, but orders were obeyed and 
within eight years the wall had been com- 
pleted. Some 20ft in height, I Oft wide and 
76 miles long, with garrisons sufficient for 
HUJOO men. it stretched in an unbroken line' 
from the North Sea to the Solway Firth and 
was so superbly built that long stretches still 
remain virtually intact, a promenade for 
hikers following the footsteps of legionary 
patrols. 

We began our own patrol at Steel Rig, 
from a tree-lined car park in a bleak ex- 
panse of Border moorland. Taking a foot- 
path to the south, we immediately reached 
the wail, reduced by plunder Lo chest- 
height but still a massive barrier of well- 
cut stone aligned with military precision 
along the jagged edge of an escarpment. 
Our route lay to the left, eastwards 
through the grazing lands of the Votadini, 


a Celtic tribe whose views, presumably, 
were not consulted in the planning stages 
of the project. 

Roman civil engineers took a virile al- 
titude to contours. Following the whin- 
stone ridge, the path beside the wall dips 
and climbs along the basalt crags with no 
concessions to civilian knees. Legionar- 
ies could march for 20 miles loaded 
down like mules, and then, before they had 
their dinner, build themselves a camp that 
would last 2,000 years. Few modern vis- 
itors would care to haul a single block of 
stone up any of the steeper slopes. 

Coming to our first mOecastle, we 
rested to admire (he view, lb the north the 
ground dropped steeply from below the 
gateway, with rough, uncultivated pasture 
stretching to the conifer-clad hills of Kiel- 
der Forest. 

The southern view, towards the Pennine 
moors, was equally as desolate, and imag- 
ination was required to visualise the roads 
and farmsteads, garrisons and settlements 
that formed the Roman landscape. Two tat- 
tooed walkers nodded to us in a friendly 
manner, but there was no sign of hostile 
Piets, so we continued our patrol above a 
need-fringed loch, through a pretty riiff-side 
wood of rowan, hazel and Scots pine and 
on past a lonely farmhouse in the lee of Hoi- 
banks Crags- Despite the setting there were 
no signs advertising Teas or Bed & Break- 
fasti Northumbrian hill-farmers, even on 
well-trodden routes, seldom fraternise 
with hikers. 

The route grew busier approaching 
Housesteads, the wall's most popular at- 
traction. The excavated fort is a ghost town 
of low, ruined walls that housed a garri- 
son from far-flung corners of the empire. 
There's an impressive villa that was home 
to the commanding officer, barracks, 
stores and even a small hospital, but the 
most poignant symbol of the Pax Romana 
is a corridor that once contained a row of 
cosy seats built over a drain. If any soldier 


HADRIAN'S WALL 



ever questioned the benefits of Roman life, 
his doubts were soon settled in the known 
world's last latrine. 

Having dutifully paid our entrance 
fee at the museum, we carried oil lor half 
a mile to a stile across the wall at King's 
Wicket. The linear nature of the frontier 
does not provide many opportunities tor 
decent circuits, but from here a pleasant 
footpath loops back to Steel Rig. 

It's a lonely route across rough grass- 
land grazed by sheep and sh aggy Galloway 
beef cattle, leading through a small 
plantation and on past an old lime kiln. 
Agricultural improvers in the 18th cent- 


ury convened upland farmers to the 
benefits of quicklime with a zeal not seen 
since the Romans introduced the Vota- 
dini to hot baths. High above us to the 
left, the wall appeared as a spine of stone 
surmounting the cliff edge. Distant voices 
could be heard, faint enough to sound like 
Latin. 

Wearily returning lo the car park, hav- 
ing travelled for eight miles and IS cent- 
uries. we headed off ior lunch. The Twice 
Brewed Inn was built for soldiers work- 
ing on the military road that General Wade 
constructed to prelect the British empire 
from Jacobite barbarians. Apparently the 


beer was too weak for the redcoats, and 
required a second brew. Our Maistons was, 
how ever, strong enough and very welcome, 
while Sunday lunch, though scarcely 
rivalling the roast swan stuffed with pea- 
cock of Lucullus. was substantial, and cost 
just E3. Q 5. 

Directions 

Steel Rig is signposted off R6318 Choller- 
ford-Greenhead road, opposite the in- 
formation centre near the Twice Brewed 
Inn. From the National Trust car park at 
Steel Rig. follow the footpath sign to wall. 
# Turn left along line of wall and follow 


wav-raarked nght-or-way to nouss^eads. 
_ From Housesteads. continueRalong 
the southern (right-hand ) side of the wail 
for half a mile, to King's Wicket. 

• Cross the stile and bear (eft aiong&e 
footpath over grassland to a smallj&nt- 
ation. Follow the path through it and-across 
Pennine Wjy to a time kiln. 

• From the kiln, continue straight ahead 
along a faint path for half a mile, then bear 
left along a track towards Hbtbanks Farm. 

• Turn right ‘Tver a stile before a fann gate 
and follow a way-marked path across fields 
to return to the car park. 

Map: Ordnance Survey Landmnger 86 


GAMES 


BOOK OF THE WEEK 
WIL LIAM HAR TSTON 


PANDORA MELLY 

GAMES PEOPLE PLAY 


BAWN O’BEIRNE RAN E LAG H 
DON'T JUNK IT -USE IT 


More origami this week - a 
credit-card case designed by 
Humiata Huzita, who is a 
physics professor in Padua. 

Start with a piece of A4 
paper. Fold it in half, bringing 
the two shorter edges together. 
Then fold both free edges to the 
crease in the middle and unfold 
again. 

Now fold up a small hem on 




each side as shown below. Fold 
the comers in to the crease in 
the middle. Do this on both 
sides. 

Next, fold up again along the 
crease. Leaving these folds in 
place, unfold the top fold (the 
first one you made) and turn the 
paper over, then rotate to leave 
a short edge at the top. 

Fold the top down to make a 
hem. You will notice two 


triangular pockets appear. Fold 
in half, tucking the bottom 

comers into 
the top 
pockets. 

Finally, 
fold in half 
from side 
to side. Put 
credit 
cards, 
tickets etc. 
into the four pockets. 





Did you know that if you measure the 
circumference of your head in inches and divide hy 
17. then round to the nearest eighth, you get your 
hat size? Did you know that the millionth digit of 
it is 1 , or that the 360th digit and the two on each 
side of it read “3 60"? 

1 learned these marvellous pieces of 
information from a new book. The Joy of ir (Allen 
Lane. £12.99). by David Blalner. The major part of 
this book is a history of mao's quest to achieve 
ever more accurate approximations lo the ration 
between the circumference and diameter of 3 
circle- It is the story of geniuses and obsessives, 
from such great mathematicians as Newton and 
Euler, both of whom made significant 
contributions lo the theory of ir (indeed it was 
Euler who was (he first to cad it by the name of 
the Greek letter for p), to modern-day ir-hunters 
such as the Chudnovsky brothers, who' calculated S 
billion digits of ir in 1990, and Kanada and 
Tukahashi who extended the record to over 5 1 
billion digits this year. 

The book is beautifully designed to include the 
first million digits. The perfect Christmas gift for 
anyone fascinated by mathematics. 


Rowley Leigh, 47, chef at Kensington 
Place restaurant, London W8 

Nine years ago. before I started playing. 1 
thought golf was desperately suburban - a 
game for boring people in car-coals - hut 
now 1 absolutely enjoy it. I know the people 
who play are awful, but it doesn't demerit 
what used to he quite a civilized game. 

It's a nice walk, and you can play entirely 
against yourself. The whole point is lo have 
an inner calm - very Zen. because you can't 
really control how you feel or how you’re 
going to play. Anyone who plays 
competitively against other people is 
completely mad. 

Proper g"lf is a good country game, and 
it doesn't matter how had you are - at least 
once in a round you're going to hit a shot as 
good as Nick Faldo or Seve Ballesteros. And 
when you do it’s sheer exhilaration. 

My partners have a son of team called 
Hack in the Bush Club, and we all cheat tike 
hell by giving each other free shots. If you 
muff your drive you get another go. We do 


stretch the rules a little bit. as I quite often 
miss the ball completely. 

I like to play on Sunday afternoons in 
Deauville, where it is incredibly difficult to 
get on the course. There's always a huge 
crowd milling round, waiting for their tee- 
time. which is the allotted six-minute span to 
start off. When I eventually got on last time, 
ray first ball hit a bam door. There was a 
huge clattering bang, and anybody who 
hadn't actually been watching knew what 
had happened. But I'm so bad that Fm 
impervious to humiliation. 

I play on Wimbledon Common, and 
whenever F m about to make a shot, Fti 
always hear someone in the background 
screaming “Come here. Rowlcyr which is 
incredibly off-putting. Ever since East- 
enders. everybody’s called their dog Rowley. 

From Wimbledon Common, lake the district 
line to High Street Kensington, and then it’s a 
pleasant walk up Kensington Church Street to 
the delights of the Kensington Place 
Restaurant and bar. 


CHESS: WILLIAM HARTSTON CONCISE CROSSWORD 


BRIDGE: ALAN HIRON 


BACKGAMMON: CHRIS BRAY 



i 
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We haw lwo problems for you 
today, with iwo things in 
common. The first is that they 
are hoih help-mates - which 
means that both sides co-operate ■ 
10 reach a position in which 
Black is mated - and the second 
is something you will not 
recognise until you have solved 
them both: 

The first position is a 
helpmate in four. Black moves 
first and both sides conspire to 
reach a position in which White's 
fourth move gives mate. This was 
first shown to me on a long train 
journey, and it kept me happily 
infuriated for about three- 
quarters of an hour. 1 spent ages 
trying lo checkmate the black 
king on e7. but first there's the 
problem that J.cb puls White in 
cheek, and then there’s the other 
problem of leaving eS vacant if 
the king moves to e7. 

My next idea was lo get the 
king lo dS and queen to cS. while 
White s moves are Bxa7, Bxb8. 
KhtS and Be7. But how do the 
black king and queen swap 
places in four moves? 

The answer (obvious once 
vou've seen ill is verv elegant: 


l.c6 Bxa7 2.Qb6+! Kxb6 3.Kd8 
Kc5 4.Kc7 Bb6 mate. 

The way White *s pieces each 
dance forward one step on the 
diagonal, then skip back to 
occupy their original squares, 
gives considerable charm to the 
composition. 



1 do not know who composed 
the first position, but this one is 
by Leon Loewcnton and is a 
help-mate in five. If it were 
White’s move, he could play Bel 
and it would he over, but Black 
has no waiting move that lets 
him do iL What we need lo do is 
somehow spend four moves 
coming back to much the same 
position, but with While to 
move. 

Here's how it is dune: l.Kb2 
Bel + 2.Kxe3 Bb2+ 3.KxM 
Bc3+ 4.Ka3 Bd2 and now 5.b4! 
Bel mate! In the first position it 
w us White's king and bishop that 
retraced (heir steps, in this case 
both the black king and white 
bishop danced round in 
complete circles. The 
backtracking is what makes these 
things so difficult to solve. 
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ACROSS 

7 Gatekeeper (6) 

8 Roar 16) 

1U Bounce back (7) 

11 Group of singers (5) 

12 Scented powder (4J 

13 Yellowish pigment (5) 

17 Fixative used bv glaziers 
(?) 

18 Linear measure (4) 

22 Firework (?) 

23 Best (7) 

24 Convent superior (6) 

25 Makes amends (6) 


DOWN 

1 Function (7) 

2 Run with ball at one's 
feet (7) 

3 Happen again (5) 

4 Planet <7| 

5 Deluge (5) 

6 Weapon (5) 

9 Schooling (9) 

14 Nonsense 1 7) 

15 Flower t7) 

16 Pharmacist ( 7 1 

19 Written composition (5) 

20 Guardsman's hat (5) 

21 Declare |5) 


Sc&ttoH (a yesterday's Concfce Crosswont 

ACROSS: 1 Hobble. 4 Legato (Obbligato). 7 Emollient. 9 Help. 
10 Gull. 1 1 Ecged. 1 3 Phoney. 14 Runner. 1 5 Sordid. 1 7 Pedlar. 
\ 9 Ernes. 20 Trot. 22 Gear, 23 Magic wand, 24 Fauna. 25 Tetchy. 
DOWN": I Hush up 2 Bump. 3 Eulogy. 4 Loiter, 5G.i"ng. fi Ostler, 
7 Elbow room. 8 Tunnelled. 1 1 Eerie. 12 Dupes. 15 Set off, lb 
Daring. 17 A-ewit, 18 Rarely. 21 Taxi. 22 Gnat. 



East -West game; dealer South 

North 

♦ J 9 8 5 2 

00 643 

♦ A 4 

West 

East 

♦A 

♦ 74 

v’Q 8 74 

? J 0 5 3 2 

£ J 10 9 S 

OK 

♦ Q 1092 

♦J 8 7 65 

South 

♦ KQ 10 6 3 
?A 10 
vA 75 2 
♦K 3 


This deal was originally set as a problem, but it is 
not just a question of spvming an answer - 1 want 
you to find the two solutions. 

Perhaps the bidding went: one spade - four 
spades, and west leads the jack of diamonds. 
Dummy plays low and the king appears. Over 10 
you! 

The ohvious approach is to win and play 
trumps, but now west takes his nee and continues 
with the ten of diamonds. East ruffs the queen if 
it is played, and there arc still two diamond tricks 
lo be lost. The ■‘official" solution was to let the 
king of diamonds hold. Can you see the 
difference 7 When west gets in with the ace nl 
spades, he can give his partner a diamond ruff, 
but it is only a losing diamond - south still has 
the ace and queen of diamonds intact to make 
later. 

And the alternative? Well, south can still 
recover even if he wins the first trick with his ,nv 
He eliminates both hearts and duhs first before 
leading a trump. West wins, and the queen of 
diamonds is ruffed away by east. However, this 
leaves east on lead with no safe exit and cither a 
heart or u dub from him gives declarer a ruff and 
discard and his tenth trick. 

fD 



this position where The Doyen - George Sutimi 
had a 61 10 play with the score at double match 
Trivial, 1 thought. He must make the full prir 
pluymg l.t/7, *,7. Even if his opponent hits with 
is likely to stay on the bar while his opponent’s 1 
board will self-destruct. Even if Black is unforlu 
enough to enter immediately after being hit he 1 
have a full prime versus a 5-prime. If inThc orit> 
position The Doyen plays something like >'•/"' li/ 1 
he runs a number of risks: losing the race tcTa w 

n.dm hb l ° f e d0 u l ’ k ' four * : havin S a man on his r 
p nl hit as he hnngs home his men: and having 

difficulty clearing his outside points. Bv mukinu 
pnmt now he avoids a |i Uiese problems. 

Meanwhile The Doyen continued to ponder 

It;. 5?* r f ,wj,al DF - « is red-oned 

, r voluntary Shot nl ihe i, me „l ,hc Suez 

N^ed^Tc ^ “" 0lher minUk ' ' 'h"d°.hlhe 
ft**™* inciting happened for tl 
, b , = am V nd he easily win, h, uh game and ir 

revISm/ “i" 3 ' 5 ^ lht ' r "* i,io '’ “Si-S MW 

L mL Jr ^ mc ; ZL i ' s “ i m h 

mi SSfk! fX ' r “ ra '■ The advantag 

M m Z hu , ™T ml “ rL ' ‘ ,fM <** «m« Iba 

Pl msenn K- T win - ^ l«son is lb 

The^r L d ua i | y mhd. Don't assume, as 1 di 
the "bv . JUS move is netessuril, the best 

fcShK.F? lBd alrad >- **«. m 

'Sul this Ineto/is iuelLim ii uT." 3 

rviWsint .it douhlc match poll 




tKiJi fj&> 
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The gardener’s 
handsome prints 



Pride of Cambridge: 
drawings from the 
Fitzwilliam Museum 
(now part of a 
collection published 
by Cambridge 
University Press'*. 
Far feft, French 
School, 17th century, 
Bluebell and 
dragonfly; top row 
from left, Pieter 
Withoos’ Foxglove 
and ornamental 
flowers by Thomas 
Robins the Elder; 
bottom row from 
left. Datura rossi by 
Augusta Innes 
Withers and KichieS 
van Huy sun’s Ficwer 
in a Chinese Vase 





*s 


j 


} 


Rare plant drawings; 
succulent kitchen 
vegetables; gorgeous 
antique plants: Anna 
Pavord offers a Christmas 
books selection. 

The worst Christmas present I 
ever had was a pair of insoles 
for my Wellington boots: prac- 
tical without a doubt, necessary 
even, given the fact that blood 
regularly forgets to visit the dis- 
tant lands below my knees. 
But how dreary that present 
was. And, unfortunately, the 
person who gave it to me was 
around when 1 was unwrapping 
it. "Gosh," f said, forcing my 
mouth into a more than usually 
hideous rictus of a smile, “Hew 
very' useful" The donor looked 
pleased. 

But what he didn't realise 
was that usefulness comes very 
low on my list of priorities. Pre- 
sents are treats. They don’t 
come round very often and 1 
like them to be deeply un- 
useftil things that 1 would never 
think of buying for myself. 
That's why books make such 
good presents. The element of 
treat is there, but there is the 
added relish of matching book 
to person. 

Top of my Christinasprcsent 
list (if I didn’t already have it) 
would be the beautifully print- 
ed collection of Flower Draw- 
trigs (Cambridge University 
Press, £11.95) put together and 
annotated by David Scrasc, 
keeper of paintings, drawings 
and prints at the Fiuwiiiiam 
Museum, Cambridge. The 


Fitzwilliam has an astonishing 
hoard of flower paintings and 
drawings. More than 100 oil 
paintings (including work by 
Brueghel apd Jan van Huysum) 
and 900-plus drawings were 
bequeathed to them in 1973 
after the death of Major Henry 
Broughton, of Anglesey Abbey 
in Cambridgeshire, who bad 
spent a lifetime amassing these 
treasures. 

Many of the drawings are 
bound in albums and are rarely 
on view at the museum. So this 
book gives us a chance to see 
images that are not only lus- 
cious, but also unfamiliar. It’s 
touching, too, in days when the 
garden presents nothing more 
riveting to the eye than banks 
of soggy leaves, to gaze at an 
image as ravishing as Pieter 
Wiiboos’s foxglove, painted in 
the second half of the 17th 
century. 

Although the foxglove must 
then have been as familiar a 
wild flower as ft is today, you 
rarely see them in flower stud- 
ies. Perhaps the reason this was 
carefully recorded on vellum, 
the watercolour highlighted 
with touches of gum aiabic, is 
that it is not an ordinary, purple 
kin d of foxglove, but a soft, en- 
chanting pink. It is exactly the 
colour of the strain we now 
know as ’Apricot'. Whs this 
perhaps the first time a foxglove 
of such a colour had been 
seen? Was this why Withoos 
painted it with such care that 
300 years on, you can still fee/ 
the velvety softness of the spot- 
ted gloves climbing up the 
stem? 

Like all the best experts. 


David Scrase wears his learn- 
ing with deceptive lightness. His 
introduction to the book sets in 
place the great names of flower 
painting in Europe, such as 
Ehret and Redoutc, but the 
treats come from his intimate 
knowledge of lesser-known 
painters such as the Dietzsch 
sisters, who worked in Nurem- 
berg at the end of the ISth cen- 
tury. Nuremberg and London 
were the two most important 
centres of botanical art at that 
time, German artists benefiting 
particularly from the patronage 
of the rich physician, Christoph 
Jakob TVew. Barbara Dietzscb's 
pale iris, glowing luminously 
against a dark background, is a 
triumph. 

The book is arranged 
chronologically, starting with 
images from medieval manu- 
scripts and a Dutch Book of 
Hours, where pimpernels and 
heartsease are scattered in the 
margins of the manuscript. It 
finishes with the imposing 
flowers of Magnolia campbellii , 
grown at Kew and painted by 
the Australian artist Margaret 
Stones in 1989. 1 was glad to sec 
that Nicolas Robert (1614- 
1681), whose fabulous water- 
colours on vellum I first saw at 
the Fitzwilliam Museum, is 
well represented in this collec- 
tion. Now I can look at his ou- 
trageous red-and-white-siriped 
tulips eveiy day. 

Feeding the soul is the great 
luxury of being alive, but you 
need to look after the stomach, 
too. For that. I'd choose 
Christopher Lloyd's Gardener 
Cook (Frances Lincoln, £20). 
He never writes about any- 


thing of which he has not first- 
hand experience, and is as un- 
compromising about excellence 
in the kitchen as he is in his gar- 
den at Great Dixter, Sussex. He 
does his own cooking, in case 
there’s any one out there about 
to say. “Oh. well it’s all very well 
for him ...” 

That means the recipes can 
be borrowed by anyone who has 
an equal love of good, fresh 
food, but also has 100 other 
things to do in a day as well as 
cook. I like them, loo, because 
Mr Lloyd, having flourished 
all his life oq lashings of cream 
and butter, sees no reason, in 
his seventies, to give them up. 
We all haw to die, and. like him, 
J am happier to die from a sur- 
feit of fresh Jersey cream than 
(which is more likely) in a car 
crash on the M3. So plenty of 
double cream in the leek tan 
(pl30). double helpings of 
double cream with marinated 
figs (p47). and liberal quantities 
of the stuff in duck slewed with 
green peas (pl52). 

The text, accompanied by 
Howard Sooley's succulent 
photographs, covers the grow- 
ing of fruit and vegetables as 
well as their treatment in the 
kitchen. Again, you know you 
are in the presence of a man 
who has done all he is writing 
about. On parsnips: “Sow in 
quiet weather (otherwise the 
winged seeds take off).” On 
quince: “Pick the mature, fresh 
fruit as late as you dare, but 
watch out for the depredations 
of brown rot fungal patches." 
On fennel: “Late-maturing 
crops have been among my 
most successful, as there is less 


urge for the plants to run up to 
flower.’’ My copy is already 
spattered with mud and melted 
butter. That is a potent sign of 
its worth. 

I first came across The Es- 
sential Earihman through an 
American friend, who sent me 
a copy from the Slates. It’s a col 
lection of pieces by the late 
Henry Mitchell, who for more 
than 20 years was gardening 
correspondent of the Washing- 
ton Post. Now the book has 
been reprinted by Bloomsbury 
(£12.90) as one of the latest in 
their admirable series of gar- 
dening classics. 

Like Mr Lloyd. Mr Mitchell 
has decided views and a tren- 
chant way of putting them over. 
“Marigolds gain enormously in 
impact when used as sparingly 
as ultimatums." he writes. And 
“compared to gardeners. I think 
it is generally 3greed that others 
understand very little about 
anything of consequence." The 
“generally agreed” is typical. It’s 
a phrase he often uses to preface 
some outrageous piece of spe- 
cial pleading. 

Collections such as this, 
which you can drop in and out 
of. make ideal bedtime books. 
Mr Mitchell restores sense 
where there has been much gar- 
dening silliness. A huge fuss, for 
instance, has been made over the 
last couple of years about plants 
that are potentially harmful. 
The outcome will be that soon 
we shall be banned from grow- 
ing them. Here is Mitchell on 
colcfaicuras: “Some people get 
upset by poisonous plants, yet 
those of us who are not forever 
gnawing on flowers need not be 


CUTTINGS 


in Kmmffl, qfDorrtngton. near Shrewsbury 
iropshire, wrote asking for 3dvice about using 

bene under gravel areas, to suppress we^ 

th: “1 imewi to have gravel walks beside flower 
ere, acrossihe front of my cottage, and alsoa 

:Ued area under a winter cherry, through which 
>e to grow small spring bulbs. Obviously, 1 
[ lav pohthene where the bulbs are to grow- 
paths wfll notbe heavily used, as there will be 
ig on the other fades of the borders. I want to 
ravel partly to keep costs down and also to 
theJextures of the hard surfaces.” 
f’ the timc the faialus caused by my recent 
i-week holiday was over, Mrs Simmill had 
ered her own question, laying plastic sheeting 
i Nortene under the gravel of her paths, it s 
laidjon top oifsand* to give a snooih bed for 

dion.’MrsSimniill used 20/l0mm gravel. 

ier than die pea gravel that we used recently 
ir sitting-pul area. This is a sensible grade for 
!. where gravel may kick up. Nortenc. saw 


Mis Simmill is not easy to find, but Agralan sell a 
black material called PermaJay, which can be used 
in a similar wav. A pack of Permalay 1.6m wide 
and 6m long costs £9.95. An economy roll the 
sam e width but 50m long, costs £62.95. For details 
call 0J285 S60015. 

Whichford Pottery is offering a minimum 
discount of 10 percent oft' all its traditional hand- 
thrown clay garden pots at a series of pre- 
Christmas sales. Some pots are half price. 
Bargains (as well as tea, coffee, home-made soup 
and cake) are on offer today and tomorrow (9am- 
5nm) at Whichford Pottery, Whichford, near 
Shipston-on- Stour, Warwickshire (01608 6S4416) 
and at The Hop Shop, Castle Farm. Shoreham. 
Kent, which is open from lOamopm. 

The Rhrer Parrett Trail Project in Somerset 
arose from an unusual partnership between 
farmers, environmentalists, river agenc.es and 


local craftsmen, with the aim of interpreting and 
exploiting (in the best sense of the word I the 
strange and particular landscape of the Somerset 
Levels. Over the winter and spring, a series of 10 
workshops has been set up in this heart of 
Somerset’s willow-growing area. This weekend, 
Clare Wilks demonstrates how to make live willow 
seats for the garden. The workshop will he 
repeated over the weekend of 24-25 January 
(dosing dale for applications. 19 December). On 
21-22 March, the sculptor Serena de la Hey will 
show how to create willow sculptures (closing date 
for applications, 20 February). The workshops 
cost from £125 to 155 per person. The package 
includes a full day’s tuition, all materials, coffee, 
sandwiches, dinner in a local pub. B&B at a local 
pub or farm and a day's exploration «if the watery 
Somerset Levels For more information, send a 
stamped, addressed envelope to Ros Marehant. 
Red Outage. Stowell. Sherborne. Dorset DT9 
4PD (01963 37. Ml 3). 


deterred. It is startling that peo- 
ple accept that war. automobiles 
and power mowers are ordinary 
hazards, but begin to fidget if 
there is a cdchicum somewhere, 
as if it might attack or poison one 
when dozing." Hurray! 

David Stuart’s interest is in 
the background and history of 
the plants we use in our gardens 
and his most recent hook. Gar- 
dening with Antique Plants, has 
been gorgeously produced by 
Conran Octopus. £25. Pinks, 
poppies, peonies, marigolds. 


musk roses - all the must-have 
plants are here. Haring prev- 
iously run his own nursery. Dr 
Stuart is as good on the prac- 
tical aspects of growing these 
plants as he is on their history. 

The history of gardens and 
plants is still the most under- 
valued aspect of our past. Catch 
up with Mavis Batcv's Regency’ 
Gardens (Shire Publications. 
£5.99). which is at the same time 
scholarly and concise. Then 
drool over Vivien Russell's pic- 
tures. in Edith Wharton's 


Italian Gardens (Frances Lin- 
coln, £25). 

Finally, persuade someone 
10 awe you a copy of The G- nxf 
Gardens Guide /dwi. edited lv, 
Peter King (Ebury Press. 
£14.99). It’s an invaluable ref- 
erence to a thousand gardens, 
most of them in Britain, with a 
scalier for Channel- hoppers 
in France. Belgium and The 
Netherlands. With this in hand, 
in the dog days after Chrriirvs, 
you can plan the gallivanting m 
come. 


* 

THE INDEPENDENT 

Photograph Offer 


As a special offer, 
you can order 
any of these 
best-selling 
colour 

photographs by 
Independent and 
Independent on 
Sunday 

photographers at 
the special rate 
of £ 1 5 each, or 
2 for £25, or 3 
for £35 
I2 M x 9" prints 



Pheasant by Brian Harris 
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Jantar Man tar Observatory (India) by Frosted Rose by Brian Harris 

Kalpesh Lathigra 


Independent/Independent on Sunday Photograph Application Form 


Title 


Name 


Address 


Please send me: 

Jantar Manor Observatory j 
Pheasant Q Frosted Rose lI, 

1 enclose my cheque, made 
payable toThe independent. 


Postcode 


for£ — 
Signed.. 


(pSpinc.! 


Tel, no. 


Date — 


Please complete in block caphak and send to: 

Readers Photographs, The Independent, I Canada Square, London El 4 SDL 
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the independent 

SATURDAY 6 DECEMBER 199? 


16 


16 /RACING 


SAN DOWN 


12.50 Buckhouse Boy 
1.25 Friendship 
1.55 Direct Route 


HYPERION 

230Klairofl Davis 
3.05 Potter's Gale 
3.40 Diego 


GOING: Cha« Course - Good [Good to Soft in places); Hurflo couree - Qood to Soft 
(Good n places). 

• raghf-hand course: seven testing fences along back straight 

• Course to on A3C7, 4tn S ot Kingston. Esher station [service from London, Vfctortoo) 
ayyscoira. AOWSStOH: C^E18 1 Juimaub(l?-aiyt3|ERGrand3tand&P&d- 
dot* £ti; Park encfcsvB £«. CAR RftRK: £2 in members (More Lanei remainder fee. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: D Nicholson 22-7S £33%), 4 Often! 17-T27 (04%). J 0W7KJ8 
P“%1 N Henderson 8-79 1 «. 1 %). 0 Sherwood 7-39 (179%). M Pipe 7-44 fBfl%V 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: RDimwoody 22-81 (272%), A fitagulrn 19-77 047%), A P McCoy 

h-59 (tt6 %), G B radley 9-7B (tts%), M A Rtzgoraw 8-92 p.7%), D Bridgwater 6-31 (S4%) 

• FAVOURITES: GO-314 (362%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None 


-7 (factored - 

BETTMG: 94 Space Trucker 7-2 Hah Wantoc 4-1 Dtraa Houle, 11-2 Chiefs Song, 13-2 Hunfaste 

Lmp, Ouaan Of Spades, 10-1 Crack On 

T996- MuSgan 6 n 0 A MagutB 4* lav (D Nchctson) 3 ran 


CHEPSTOW 


1.15 Lough Hilly 
1.45 Giventime 

2.15 Banjo (nb) 


HYPERION 

2.50 The Swan 
3420 Landed Gentry 

3.50 Lord Jim 


GOING: Soft (Good to Soft In places). 

• Lett -hard, undulating cxxrse wttft run-in of 340yc& 

• Cause is on A466. Chepstow station (Canktf - Gtoucestar hie) tn ADM1S90N: CtoO 
D4; Tattoraofe E7) (OAPs £5) CAR PARK: Five 

• LEADING TRAINERS: 11 Pipe 4I-T77 (232%). P Hobbs 19-71 (266%) N Tfaiston-Omfes 
19-107 (I7B%1 P Nfcholla 17-n 123%) D Nkhotaon <5-58 (276%). lira J Pitman 7-36 (B4%1 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: A Thornton 541 (122%). D J Burchea 3-tS n56%L L Hervay 3-38 
(79%). C Maude 3-62 (58%) TJ Murphy 2-1B (111%). S Curran 2-20 (10%) 

• FAVOURITES; 60-389 (407%). 

BLINKERED FIRST TIME: Spring Double (320) (\nsored). 


nnrei shane broderick appeal handicap 

HURDLE (CLASS B) £7,000 added 
2m 4f 110yds Penalty value £4^00 


2m 4f 110yds Penalty value £4£00 

1 QUO- JET RUt£5R94) (CO) (BF) (Jd Stakray] Mrs JR«m» 7117). G Hogan (3) 

Gob. htadr hoapL hooped cap 

3 UfiO-1 SESAIff-SEH)(11) (P) (Raymond Toolh) N Henderson 9 n 7 Jf Thornton (3) 

Grvf. pink apartaC. quamrod cap 

3 60234 ROYALHQUNTBROWNE(3Z)(P)(MsJEOKan^M33MR0KlBnd9Tl 5~Plfldgtey(3) 

Maroon end hMB cheat; chemrs at dames 

a 2PH-0 KDLD8ftCL06E(22) (MsCLibb} R Fred 7 07) J Frost 

Dari green. bfedi scents: Made stews. dart - green scans, darit green cap, Uack tSamond 

5 SMB MBS R08BTTD (17) (M G Ltvffll and Pntnere) J 09wa 4 66 „ JBchad Brennan (3) 

WtoB, pupfe Sara. mute dooms, roam ora, pwpto Mar 

6 51224 SECRET SERVICE (35) (Ha* Hofe h The WUI Gang) C Barael 5 1) 5 TJMuphy 

Uamai am seams ant deems oM cao 

7 23T1-2 LOIKJH TUL1Y (46) (D) p A Hancods) F Jonlan 7 to 5 _A Thornton 

Enwaft/graan red chemna, akipad ebons, hooped cap 

6 BO-44 DASWIG EXK1AR (9) (Medyn Fbmg) C Mam 6 6 3 JMagaa(3) 

CM Mn, pM boon pM cep 
-Sdadared- 

UtlllNG: 52 Lough Hr By, 7-2 Mbs Roberto, 51 Sesame Seed, 51 Jet Rides, 152 Secret Ser- 
vice. '12-1 Deehlng Dolls, 14-1 HaUkndaee, 151 Royal Mouitmtnim 
*96: CedougoU 6 7) 6 A P McCoy 4-1 (M Pipe) 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Jet Rules won the Poraan Wtar Preiriar Nonces' Hurtle here two seasons ago and the 
soft ground aits him Ha was sent chasing last season and looked promising to that sphere 
despite mafdig several mfstafras on his ftoai auitig at Wteiwick in February (the good to 
frm going was probably aganst hen). But one who stands out further down the scale is 
MISS ROBERTO, who was no mateh tor Sant Cwl at Haydock last month, but acqiftt- 
led heraeff well under 12st 2to (ndudkig 6b penalty). Saint Ciel h39 franked the tarrn by 
weeing again at Uttaxmet Mbs Roberto was below her best - she had been m season 
shortly before - when tSsappointing at Bangv in October, but she won wel at Worces- 
ter afterwards and trainer John O'Shea expressed the view that she was up to werwig a 
rice handcap. She was a ow-lengtti thlnJ to Command*! Fhn at F’unchastowm last Feb- 
ruary and Ikes cut undartoot Sesame Seed has gone wd fresh in the past, but it was 
still a decent effort to wn under list Hb n soft (pound at Worcester on Ins reappear- 
ance n days ago. This soiexJ (teoper comes vno the reckoning along with Lough TUDy, 
who improved last season and ran wel on his return u action here to October, (r tefing 
second to Tidal Force over the dstanca Selection: MBS RUBEHIU 


WOLVERHAMPTON (AW) 


12.35 Confrorrter 
1.05 Kiliamey Jazz 

1.35 Rgawin 

2.10 Jubilee Scholar 


HYPERION 

245 STATE OF CAUTION (nap) 
3.20 Centre Stalls 
3.55 Rex Mundl 
425 Prix De Clermont 


GOING* Standard 

STALLS: 7t - outside; rest - nside. DRAW ADVANTAGE: rt^i from Bf to 1m 41 

• Fforesand. left-hand, oval course. 

• Course is N of town on A449 l Wrtvn tha mp to n station m, ADMISSION: CUj C6: Tat- 
tarsals £8 (OAP members of Diamond Club C4); Viewing Ftoafcmrarrt C2590 Inducing erv 
trance and meaL CAR PARK: Free. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: H HoMnsheed 80-500 (102%], M Johnston 55233 (22.7%), J Berry 
45300 (142%), A Bailey 34-293 (tmi P Hastam 33-1B5 (178%). P Evans 35319 (94%), 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: G Oldfield 27-61 (149%), F Lynch 34-237 ( 101 %). A Cterit 22-196 
1112%). Dean McKeown 22-209 (105%L T Wiffiama 25206 (36%). D Holland ®-t2D (6%L 

• FAVOURITES: 3951232 (322%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Dance lb The Beet (135). Zermatt (210) Mr MaJIca (245) Rex 
Mundl (355) (yteored) 


FT O ' oc l ANGLO HOLT CONSTRUCTION HANDICAP (CLASS F) 

1 (Div I) £3,300 added 1m If 79yds Penalty Value £2,294 

1 40005 PStPETUAL LIGHT (J14) (CB] (Four Ftart RvtnwSiy^ J J djm 4 8 E..R WtoWMi fi) 9 

2 00-033 ASHQOREfMS) (C) (Ftervey Ashworfi) T Cakhri 7 9 Tt MFortnl 

3 0210 RESERVATION ROCK (261) (G Pper) R Snpaon 6 99 M GsOa^lR S 

4 03900 FLASHTALKRT FL000 (S2) {Vtessex House Rmg) C Dwyer 3 9 8 DHo8and3 

5 000040 FLOTILLA (126) (Star Kntgv ExttWvro Ud) S Meb 3 B 5 MWIghamB 

6 453T1S BAPSFOHD (15) (C) (tXnstal Park Cente Lmted) M Mtotog 3 94 ACM 7 

7 486051 CONFRONTED (11) (HatWd LkiWedl S Dow 6 S 4 TOiWmlO 

8 034060 TABASCO JAZZ (40) (Lord Ftrtman) B Meehan 390 MTUbultZ 

9 664030 CHADLBGH LAIC (t2) (C) (Otoa Dartsy Partnerehpl A Muhcftand 5 8 1) . T Luca E 

to 300000 NORTHERN RAN (IQ (C) iSpeedth Gaup) NTrfderSSB -Dnn MdKaawn 12 

II 023001 ONTTE(SISI(45}(HS&EUYaies]6Pieece4B6~. DAGbMnUV 

B 000050 MAZEED (15) (Mrs LA Windsor) P Boris 49 6 A McCarthy (I) 4 V 

to 00038 CABCHARGE BUIE p^(JJWe^TJNaugUai 585 R Fhencti p) 11 

_ 13 „ 

BETTING: 4-1 Ceafrartar. 94! Perpetual Ugtt, 5-1 CObcharga BIm. 51 FtahWUiY Flood, 7-1 Brad- 
ford, 151 On Tha Grean. 12-1 Tbbaaco Jaz^ 14-1 Axbgors, 151 OtadWgh Lana. FUBo, North- 
ern Fan, 20-1 others 

896 Desert Ztaiei 78 8 S Sanders 51 (J A Hams) drawn (B) 8 ran 

re - fi c l HOUDAY INN GARDEN COURT WOLVERHAMPTON 
MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £4,550 added 2YO 6f 
Penalty Value £3,234 

1 0 DESERT WRAffi (Btfl (The Counwss oUVrtiy) P Cton*HHvani 9 0 TOuicn 13 

2 DR»D (Bren D Carafe) NLttmxtoi 90 SWM»ortti2 

3 » HLLARNEY JA2 p>0) 1M P De^ici^rss Unded) J Wimvt 9 0 - - T Lure* 6 

4 0 HJSAL5E (29) flUb C BadayUdEfelum Parti Racing VB) P hxriam SOP Goode (7) 5 

5 POLAR HKSTrtolGreqtSrM Piesan90 _ .GOuBWdB 

6 00 TW MAHAL (19) i&iyRwflG Thcwson 90 ... DeaiMeXanm12 

7 aSP W0LMJNT(42)(Mn9BenQueaDy1 PUdanBO DHdondlO 

8 4 HMN SPLENDOUR (26) (^ay MAG) RGuen 89 RFbndi(3)i1 

9 04 in7LEEliny{B)[AJfWur*)Centaiie9 WJOCormorl 

D 40062 PHANTOM fflNG (26) IRjy 6jfr>1 A Bdey 6 9 - J Bctohry (7) 7 

tf 453043 SADA (26) (Tines cn'.tgsn) C Pvryer 8 9 — FLyaBiS 

B 0 SHARWAY LADY D1) (Sharuoy Contracts) B UcMdm 8 9 L Nantong 

Q 00 TREBLE T50I (4fl) (U* ? j itotai) P B 9 ACtorka 

-13 declared - 

BETTING: 51 Soda. 4-1 Daaort Urage, 51 Polar MisL 51 VWfturt. 7>1 Treble Tern 1M KBer- 
ney -bn?, Rartran ftcq, Uttle Ernify, 14-1 Indian Sffieodcur, 251 Oyad. 351 others 
TS96. FaFCrThe J5b290T^r*fll0-l (W G M Tinned drawn (3) 9 rat 

r a -Qg l MANCHESTER SELUNG STAKES (CLASS G) £2,875 
■■^>1 added ZYO 6f Penalty Value £1 ,999 

1 44530 BGAMN(1Z|(D)tCtearHe?piRacng)SDow92 ... — -P Dos (7) 6 


EWELL CHASE (CLASS B) £10,000 added 3m 110yds 
Penalty Value £6,840 


1 S6-F5 FOODBROKER STAR (S) (C) (D) (Food Srotore Lid) J Gtftoti 7 It to PMde 

2 32F-DJ AAflDWXF (14) (CO) (BE) (LaOy Canfe DenBEte) C Bradra 6 T1 7 G&adtey 

3 STOP BUCKHOUSE BOY (28) (The Bmtry Boys) D Mchobon 7 T 1 7 AUogutor 

4 ' 2UT-1U FRAZB1 ISLAND (14) {0) (fr B Ateatoer) R Rowe B H 5 _...0 Bridgwater 

5 3-flFI BYKB0L OF SUCCBS (19 (p) (NOT Racng Syndcde) 0 Wbre 6 D O llr S Dwadt 

6 1)4325 THERMAL WARRIOR (199) (The Kertsh Men) J CU 9 to to CUaweDyn 

-Bdedared- 

BETTINGb 54 Aanhrod, 51 Prazor Wand, 7-8 Symbol O! Sacceso, 11-2 Buckhouse Boy; 51 Food- 

broker Star; w-i Thoimsf Wantor 

896: AanhnB 5 8 Q G Braday 7-2 (C Books) 4 ran 

|1 ncl DOUG BARROTT HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) £7,000 
l,4a l added 2m 6f Penalty Value £4,970 

1 mof C0UCHANT (ifl (D) (BF) (Tatona Ifocing) M flpe 6 B 0 AP McCoy 

2 222m NAIE OF CUR FATHER (USA) (10) (D) (T M Monts) P Bowen 4 11 7 -AUagdre 

3 411F-1 fflBIDSHP (17) (CD) (TBerGeUSM'WBnmnlN Henderson 5 n 5 . JH A FtagorMd 

4 FFtt-2 GROOVING (T7) fUn T Brown) JGRod 8 H5 PWdc 

5 35253 INFLUENCE PEDLER (Ifl (Mss S Bkjnfcem) J 0U 4 it 3 CLfea ut y u 

6 520271 IVOlTSFLI/rTSI (ID) (D) (Wl Mfferry) DawaihB n 0 — - GBrttfley 

7 B823 SIS9FF CB) (ferry NBaafl J 19% 6 to 8 RDumroody 

S mXJ CHARMEE7SWELL(7D0) (BaktogsfGarra) Ltd) GSaktog9to9.MrEBabintfan(7) 

9 33VF4 ROYALP1PER (NZ)(17) (D){AMD3rfn^on) AJ Wban to C7 DBrtdgv^r 

8 B33-P ANNA SOLBL (84) (M G St QurtUn] 0 Shennod 4 to 5 JMRfcftanta 

n 8304 ROBMGO (10) (J Nevis] J NsAe B 10 1 RJahaaonV 

B 05-346 BBiD SABLE (10) (D) (Tha Test V:tey Parlnad^Jl H Stonge 7 to 0 DGatagher 

Mntoaw iiwfrflC TOst. Tmo tenctttsp Band Sahfe Car lib 

BETTING: 7-2 Friendship, 4-1 CouchanL 51 Hama Of Our f fes ttwc 51 Grooving, 7-1 hrers Fkit- 
lw.51 SharST, 12-1 Hhrencs PedhK 151 Band Sabto, 251 Anna StdeB, Royal PipeA 351 olhare 
896: Q*emy Boy it 7)6 N VWfemscn 20-1 (MsJmtran) Stan 

|4 ce l HENRY VIII NOVICE CHASE (Grade 2) (CLASS I nA 
'■ OT I A) £20,000 added 2m Penalty Value £1 2^60 **** 

1 05121 CHEFS SONG (M) (Ofl (Mi Arne Devne) SOow7t1 7 D Bridgwater 

ftepfejctowsash tikmdsJenes. ttackap.yt0<Mrspaa 

2 7)351 CRACK ON (63) (CO) (□ R Peppatt) P Motto 7 11 7 RDumroody 

ftrtUe nhtoamtefe wtotoaTdyts**¥quar!BiB<)C3p 

3 toto-1 H0H WARRIOR (42) (P) (D F Afocrl) C BnxAs B 11 4 GBtadfey 

Red. black chemns, ahteatasroB. tdack atndeB.whdBcap 

4 Zto-11 OUSN OF SPADES p0) (CO) (Mrs R Vauyun) N IVaSDnOwtas 7 11 2 — CUomByn 

Red. emeiM pew me hac{&slmes.fKt cap. ernenkt given Or 

5 3P2-B DtReTT ROUTE (20) (D) IMchaW Thorrpson) J HoHrt Jctnson 6 11 0 . — A P McCoy 

Orange, bbcfc ttsis, cvangs can htaofc star 

6 ABF- HURRICANE LAMP (Z73) (CD) (BF) (Ms F Vfetti) D Mchabon 6 11 0 AUaguto) 

Emerald green, red ootabehs, sawed eteoros. rod cap 

7 5041/1 SPACE TRUCKER (7) (0) p*s Quatfy) Mrs J Hantogton (M) 6 HO JIAFbgarakf 

Gqc purpfe trfoie doimt tSabalo on sleeves and dtamarx* on cep 


FORM GUIDE 

Champion Hurdle ttwd SPACE TRUCKER had Jumped m hno styfc? ur.w tfundefng -i r 'd 
unshgiplng four fences oul on tvs (encr>g bow r (he race Oueon Of Spades beat Di- 
rect Route (7b better here) a neck at Cheltenham three neat-5 aqv Jess.ca Harm-g 
(OtiD Charge wont on to open his chetsng account al Heydtx* ,i vroeh ago and wh*.' 

a tougher even though he goes unpenabsed. his dass can see him through 1 1 toot-: i" - -? 

of the hottest novlca chases cl the season so far. with Crack on and HohWarTtor b ’!h 
winnera ot their only chases to data Chiefs Song - successful ruwool r»s three cwo 
os at Kempton and Ascot and beaten only a neck by Mandys Mantmo at Chehenrarr. m 
betvwan - and exottog cha®ng prcepect Hurricane Lamp aHo under ureters Perhaps 
Hoh Warner, who mpreewd enormously when grvmg a 10-tenglh beatrg to Clwryis in 
at Market Rosen, wi prove the pek of this auartM. though Huniane livrp ihaH-broth- 
or to smart but 5 fated Martins Lamp) ta one to be watched with merest Daniel Nichd 
son's runner won twice over timber last term and It would have been three eicepi tor frm 
laOng write leading at the last here r March. Ha looks the type to make res mark s th* 
game and wfl be tit enough despite (he 275day lay-off. Setectfon: SPACE trucker 

lO on I MITSUBISHI SHOGUN TINGLE CREEK TROPHY I r* A I 
CHASE (Grade 1) (CLASS A) £53,000 added 2mlrzJ 
Penalty Value £33,110 

! 2W-? ASK TDM (32) (D) (W) [B T Scwarr&wn) T Tate 8 n 7 . .. RGarnty 

Boyar Uua.pi* epaulets, pm* cap 

2 F2-54 CaJBIGE(iq(D){StsrrtfadBnd^Rxfoarito)CMann6lT7 . MAFfegaraU 

Gmy and orange naartWKfl. orange steeraa da* Mup«b 

3 2141-1 KLAJRON DAVIS (FR) (44) (D) fC Jones) A t Moore pm B Ti 7 RDunmoffy 

Maroon. ofmsrpB^ntammap. tdmh ccp 

4 JIFF-2 MULLIGAN (32) (CD) (Lady Harm.) □ Mchobcn 7 H 7 A Maguire 

Maura and pfaw choc*, jtefow sfeews 

5 253ffl OHSO«SKY(7] (D1 W t*or)DBs«Tlh »T17 PHodoy 

RoyafbiUK erzng? disc, traiss end roiarUestifoed denes and cap 

6 BB3 OR ROYAL (Hfl (Ifl (D) (BF) (D A JOnol M Rpe 6 ti 7 A P McCoy B 

Royal Utie, erner^tfpEen deaiK. write cap, EnwaWgrsar 

7 33512 VMNG FLAGatB* (11) (CD) lltoacfi Foods Lmte4 D Mchofeon ton? _R Johnson 

Rad. wtilB cross belt, hoapad deem and sar an cap 


RDunorooCy 


A P McCoy B 


\ H A r- \ JACK BROWN BOOKMAKER HANDICAPlQpnrvTl 
CHASE (CLASS B) £10,000 added l 00 ^ 1 
3m 2f 110yds Penalty Value £7,119 

1 M4D- njRNlNGTTO(243) (MOmeg DMdtofeon dfl ® R Thornton PI 

KxA. yeftw crks beta and annfee 

2 111P-2 GIVENTIME (17) (CO) IL G Kritber] A Turn! gnu ... LKarvey 

Raya) hue. prey cross bate, pay dames, reyX bkn armfcR Uoft op 

3 34405 NLLESHN (231) (H J Mamets) H Mamas 11 It 7 S Curran 

Dark blue, md cap. gmen spots 

4 223FP- RNEH MANDATE (243^ (Ama Pudteas c4 W cj liivn MB ) T Forster P it 6 . .A Thornton 

teAw. narrow brick Dot and cap wth gold ttsael 

5 4IP1-2 0RSWBJ.LAD(24)(HMEWngit)PH(ths8iil — — Ur R Mdgei (7) 

Emeratf green. *W» armlsc. striped cap 

8 505- G K5MSAMOURAJ(FR)(7)(D)(BAIOpalJT*)MPpe6 toll C Maude B 

Emerald jpeon. scatter hooped steam and cap 

7 6(325 AN C EXPRESS (291) (C)(D)(H KFtarier)J King 9 7) to.. . . 2ndpraf 

Dak t/ua and stripes, ream sleeves, vamed cap 

B 021-42 LITTLE MARTWA (IQ (D) (Ovstapher Neapcrt) □ Gnssal 9 to B SMcHefl 

RWbl tgft Mjb ard rays/ blue salped shoes, write cap mi ttuesta 
>0 du ctare d ~ 

BETTING: 51 GMMtow, 100-30 Turning Tito. 7-2 Don SamouraL 11-2 Rhwr Mandata. 13-2 Or- 

awoB Lad, 151 LBSa Martina, 251 KUkehki 

S96 Santee 7 to 4 D Mounter 51 (P Hobbs) 7 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

This trip wfl take soma siayiig in the mud and Robert Thomton^ daim wA be nvatoabie 
on TURNING TRDC. who was benar than aver last season but dd not get much luck n 
tha Grand National. He had a tough task anyway from 16*3 out ot the handcap. but was 
hampered twice. Perhaps ha wfl have another go n the spring, but there should be a 
good hantScap coming his way m the Interim and lack of a recent run wdl not be a prob- 
lem. Ha goes best (rash and has won first time up for the past two seasons He s only 
fractionally higher in toe weights than when beaong Sister Stepharve and River Mandate 
tnattree-rrafeNewburyhandcapii March. River Mandate, who also contested toe Grand 
Natrona!, was a first -time-up vmnor In the mud last season and mesedthe : 995- 96 cam- 
paign. so there is some mileage left n tarn Gnentme is probably Ivgh enough vi the 
weights, but more Improvement is possbleffven a test of stamnaHrettes He found the 
dip too short when a twang-on second to Super Tactics over an ertended two mies 
and a half at Kempton 77 days back. Dora Samourai s m good form, but two recent 
hard races couM leave a mark, whie Orswefl Lad o a real mudarh and farther ram would 
bolster this second-season handtoapper. Dote stayer KiDeshte rarely had gmjnd con- 
cMona to ho (avoir last season. Selection: TURMNG TFDX 

l 0 <c | CORAL REHEARSAL LIMITED HANDICAP 1 000-1 
^■ 10 l CHASE (Grade 2) (CLASS A) £30,000 added l pp ^ 1 
3m Penalty Value £18,534 

1 B2F2 SffiH0REBUSMESS(l7)(C)nUKe^*yi»PBiit»)Pr*rit*i7iiB. TJ Murphy 

She*, yeflpwsas. Mb* deeras, w«e aroten. ysftw cap 

2 1IP51 BANJO (Ffl) (21) (Daren C Mereert D Mdvfeon 7 h to RThomlonp) 

Bte* write hoops. Mac* Heem, wide spots 

3 1035 AIR SHOT (211) (C) (Mrs ft® Prowtng) D Mchobon 7 7) O AThoratcn 

FoyafOk*. yefcweari, teflow cap 

4 P25P/5 EARTH SU»UT (17) (CO) (Sumrm Partnerehlp) N TwrspvOaes 9 to 2 ...TJerfisB 

Bbcfc teftw Mama and sfewws. raertaed cap 

5 1/E5 IMRAN TRACKER (2«)) l Joe & Jotone Rchads) M Pipe 7 7) tl C Mauds 

Da* green end ufae tSatwfe, ertte sieeras and cap 

6 1RKV Otfflft*. TARE AWAY (TOO) (C) (D) (Mrs P F Payne) P Hobbs 9 7) 6 . S McNeil 

Ro/al Hot end yeto* (hahed). yeftw sieeves. n*af te* errniee, royal Uue cap 
-6 (factored - 

BETTING: 156 Banjo, 11-4 Sea More Business, 51 Indian Trnckar 51 Air Shot 14-1 GreenM 

Tara Away, 251 Earth Summit 

1996: Bekncnl King B 7> 8 A P McCoy 51 |P Nchote) 7 ran 


2 00 BUfMJEN DAYS (39) (C D Bartw-Lonu) Ifcs J <3razfi 8 n S Webster 3 

3 0000 HOUSE ON FKE (26) (Bran CtBraSaDJ Berry an P Roberts (3) 9 

4 000031 rMTffOOHBFIfTEFFiBghtlScarboraiighlLaDTEastertJvan- RWhston (5) 1 

5 0620 VELVET STORY (f 13 ) (Demcnd Racng Ltd) P Evans 6 n . A McCarthy (7) 4 

6 050026 DANCE TO T>E ffiAT (12) (BF) (Gantry Lite) M Meade 6 6 .. Dean McKeown B B 

7 000000 MAGQCE(22) (JAFwsytfi) R Hcdnshead 8 6 — — - GMWd2 

8 505400 PINUP (12) [Wteeet House Racng) C Dwyer 88 DHolandlO 

9 000000 RWERfflOfmER (61)R> Ian R Sher*jl)M Usher 86 ... ... JUatshall7 

to 045604 SWG FOR ME (7) (Jortaman Hogg) R HoBnshoad 8 6 NCertitoS 

-10 declared - 

BETTING: 54 rin Tat 51 Dance Tb The BaoL 51 Sing For He, 7-1 Pinup, 51 House On Fire. Vet- 

rat Stay; 151 Bumden Days, 151 Rgawin, 251 ottiera 

B9E Ughtrmg BoR28ED Hdand 5-1 (M Johnston) drawn (73 ti ran 

|o -ini ANGLO HOLT CONSTRUCTION HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
^■ lu l £3^00 added 1m If 79yds Penalty Value £2,294 

1 43652 ROUND ROBIN (11S)«aiy ftwd) Crinmn 39 B Dean McKnmn 6 

2 40000 CAMBHBXX BUIE (USAJ (152) (TheTBConscrtmj ISerrpte3 9 9 — JITebbutt 1 

3 300B4 ALFAHAAL(11)(MMFoUga)C0wyw498 GPartdn(3)9 

4 020644 SEA SPOUSE (12) (Seuen Sees ftaeng] M arehard 697_. . .Date Gtosm 12 

5 5020 SA13Z{831) (Ms J^eMartouP Baton 594 CLtMher(3)7 

6 003000 ZERMATT (12) (Ms MPPaanonlM Usher 79 4 .Uflkimsr4B 

7 009002 HAYDN JAMES (USA) (23) (Reeptendenl Ftocriq Umted) P Hants 3 9 2 J} Holland ID B 

8 202304 FAILED TO HIT (1B](MCSD Ftaeng) NLHiiioden4 8 it — SWHmAH B 

8 003048 FWTHA (1^ (Barcuirie Sid Ud) R HctndB a d 3 B8 F Lynch 2 

B 000261 JtSHLEE SCHOIAH (11) [MV Johnston) GL Moore 4 87 F Norton 3 B 

» 2050 HETOTD PO) (The liffily Burch) B NfaMah 3 8 C NCarflsfaS 

12 200023 GOLD QJPP5) (11) (BF) (PE Ajan)MRyan3B8 DBtggsB 

to 03005 Iff WHAMES(12)(D) fffart'.K foer)SBo mtog664 .R Fflnrach (3) 13 

BETTING: 51 Odd CUppec 52 AHahael, 51 Haydn Janes, 51 Jubilee Scholar, 51 Up In Ftomea, 
151 FMM lb HR, Saa Spouse, 151 Patina, Zermatt, 151 Cambridge Bfao. 151 Round Robin. 
251 others 

S96. Band Of Hope 4 9 6 0 Ffears Q) B-l (J L Eyre) drawn (to) to ran 
Iq se TOTE JACKPOT HANDICAP (CLASS C) £10,000r#=sXl 
added 71 Penalty Value £7,068 I ^ I 

1 20053 QSWT (21) (D) (Bated (B3fl Lmtod) G L Moore 5 to 0 .C Loader [3] 4 

BM and pink ttotimdh pink end putfcsBiped sleeted ooneied cap 

2 500 m STATE OF CAUTION (35) (pi) (J C FreMf) D Shs* 4 9 13 JFantlhglV 

Btodiandred foirase«5. hbeftstawes. radtamies, mdesp. btxkspaa 

3 55301 PHM01ABA(32)(D] IH eip ienden: Raarq LrriBd) P Hang 5 9 5 TQuknlO 

Ught Hue. royel bbe sac rayaf Ofae itew. Cgta blue iters, fghr blue cap. royal uue sars 

4 C3GG01 FOROMGBIDpi)(C)iHRUn5ritnapj aMPres cdi394 GOUBMdlZB 

Miroon and begediabofa maroon cap 

5 6W6 GABJC STORM (32) (HC Racng Club) M Johnston 393. ...DHoBendS 

Bbc* ard ■*» sS^ea. yefow sfeevK, te* and rdbw tjurtered cap 

6 000550 ASIRAC Gto(P) (T L Seecntq N TvVdn £ 9 3 KmTMterS 

£to*. Sftw. wf» «t*o, Ooob on sfcwrasi «« cap 

7 635412 TWW ClteStS B6MO) (BF) Pm Seasons RxruiV Soane 6 6 13 — RPnrtraa2 

Ught oLenes s*sas. datobaisteevesaRdsarcnepp 

8 00002 SSWJffit (13) (C)(M W Fcdge) CDnvywa 8 to - FLynchll 

DOT green .edepBute and stores 

9 -2630 MB MAJICA (49) tCJLleba^iB Meehan 38 to -M%bbu038 

TWl Hack mu chswons on Steves, (Jock cap 

C 64063 BQLLIANT H83 (35) (D) (Vn U J Geonye) P Hedger 4 S 9 ... . -ACtortiB 

ftodarrigryscipro. red staves, rpey unnte. rod ccp 

II C04003 MR BERtSUC (£i) (Cl (P R Jctto] 9 PaSng 6 6 E . . - M Henry (3) 5 

DOTbfceraJcftBicaredsSeeffli tlOTDteemitete. dart Bub cap. tedaar 

to 00044 JBERffiN (28) (CO) (Lam Swrdari P Hmteg 584 Smewoith7 

BwWpeen am yssrdanwi*. »oeBAJgte(!n»id u#«d ftnedsfeeras 
-ladectored- 

BETTWC; 51 Slate Of Cecfeu, 51 Prime In 51 Briianl Red. 7-1 Fordng Btt Geeilc Sterra. 
ChewR, 151 Tam Creaks. 151 MrBargvrac. 151 Hr Hfaica, JSxwwn. 151 Seodeec Aatrac 
096. Dm Bon Bern 4 3 3 G FjAnef Cl 51-2 (U Bel) dawn 17) C ran 
FORM GUIDE 

PR1MO LARA was we6 beaten the erdy :mc he tus raced an Fbrasaid - bul tha was 
to a Southwell master cn s» second cl two juvenfe starts and it iril ecme as no wr- 
prise if he makes a race ef i! vmth the proven aE-wealher peffoirncrti today. Pick of them 
must be SteH Of Caution, who has beaten several of today s opponents m compbng a 

ftatJtrteic on that ceurse. There m no mason why he shook! not go wea egan Prime Lara 
looks better man ever juttged or last montoS wto inder Riehara Oiwtn at Reclcar. a race 
it wrieh GaeHc Storm was ^cul two lengths away birth, with Mr Bergerac ranTh and 


d+J J l> \£p 


DBrtdgww 


M Batchelor (7) 


-7dactead- 

BETT1NG: 158 Natron Davis, 10530 Mufflgan, 7-2 VHdng Ftagahip. 52 Or RoyaL 5i Ask Tom. 
351 Celibate, 10510ft So Rtoky 

096. Sound Man 8 n 7 R Qnwoody I5ti tav (E OErady) 4 can 
FORM GUIDE 

MULLIGAN 6 favoured to turn around haldon Gold Cm rumng with arabterrate VBdng 
Bagstrip (wtoner of this event to 1994 and runner-up to Sound Man n 19961 who beat 
rim hire lengths and renews rivalry waft a TNb advantage Only seven and open to nv 
provement Mdgan landed test five chases n 199597 - inductog the Henry vni Chase 
on this card - and would pro bab ly have gone through that season undefeated had he 
not toppled over at the Cheltenham Festival and at AJntree Vfe Jumpng is normally first- 
rate - it certainly was at Exeter - and should stand tan in good stead over these incfc y 
obstactea AabTbni mysWied connections witfi h* lack-lustre dfeplay behind V3.ng Flag- 
at Exeter but he wB hare to be reckoned with it back near ha best He scored twice 
test terai and spM Marthas Son and VMng Flagship vi me Queen Mother ChaiTtoion Chose 
Klalren Davis could finish only fourth m the tetter even, having won it the year before 
Ha scored easffy ai the Punchesmvn Festival n Apri and comes here m good hean al- 
ter a fluent victory al Faryhouse in October on he retun Selection: MULLIGAN 

ncl WILLIAM HILL HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) | 

■ uo I £50.000 added 2m llOvdsPenaltv value £34.458 1 ^ 

1 30H-3 POTENTATE (USA) (28) (pJ(JhiWeeom)M Pipe 8 11 13 A P McCoy 

YeBox. red overtarf mangle and ana® 

2 1021-1 GRME9 (40) (DJ (J P rjicManus] C Roche prt) 4 It 13 COtonyer 

BnoaU green, veto* hoops. Who cop 

3 M355 SUyBI GROOM (F77) (CO) (The Strar Daring Rvtrershp) M Chamor 7 it 7 D Byrne 
W«a emeraW green trfpfe damend. damonds on sleeves. ememU green cep. wtae danovt 

4 20523 KERAW) (20) (D) (M Archa £ Mss J Biaarffustl N Twean-OAias -n J CUaneilyn 

Light blue, maroon chevron, raWfti deeuec, Ure and maroon Quartered cap 
i 230-ti PCTTSrSGALE(19)(D) (JEPottrt Drfcratotn6TI2 .. . AMagidre 

Wtae. red trecea. emtraW prow and nta® chert aJaenes. iWwb cap. red oar 

6 n- BaiATOR(378)(JI)(PBdiaidscn)GBtedrig4 n 0 B Fenton 

Sted; Mack and /aBou check cap 

7 Otn-l STORMYFABnVEATVBI (3) (D) (Mrs C Hartuy) M Henderetto 5 to 12 M A Ffcgeraid 

MaroKy&avcap. omonspas 

8 2CF-U CHA1-TO (20) (D) (Hck Vney) J Qd 7 7) 12 G Bradley 

Hhtfe, roief Uue sac rad sfeera^ red and wMa heaped cm 

9 5GP-2 PWNCffUL (15) (D) (BF) [R i Bari E Hfchn&l Mrs J Fltman 60 0 ..RDumroody 

LgN Okie end aorige demands, fight Ure sfaaves. figrt bfes cap. orange sar 

1) 410-0 CARLnDBRXMNTE(20)(CD)(RAHFMrE)PRWifato957)8 R Garritty 

JttoK Mean on tody 

ft KKH BA AGAPI MCHJ (USA) (15) (D) (AcSon D) G L Moore 4 07 DGaRagher 

□ark Mm. whin sar 


GREENBACK (BEL) (14) (CD) (Jack JosepftiPHttbsB O 7 . . . MfllchOTb 
R .yalbhe cap. y*sa spots 

'1 NCNVlNTAGE(7)(D)i4LnU3niiMChaprroii6BE .. . . WW mtlto gtan 

jp>j v*yio» JOmones. write sfeerossndcMi 

-J GLOBE RUNNER POMDIIGSP Baikal jJONei 4 7)5 . ...DBridgww 

fi'rya tbti*. nWcwK ct kvAme and cfeevBs, qusnedGap 
ft -I NAHHAWAU (351 ID1 (C ? SpamMhmk) G L Moot 6 7) 4 . . M Batchofor (7) 

•y.itj' .Vown ,md . v.vfou hooped deem, tvarige cap. braro star 

*. NEW INN til) (D) (tan •> iSKrant SGctogsB U4 MrSDurackO) 

itn <vi whn> i'joot. ill /orrant' and amveis, write cap, maroc n dtenond 

r n-2 AUtBANG (35) (D) (BF) lEJte flaraig Cfeb) M COTQCTo 6 02 .. .RJolmson 

Vfivtc. ferge blacfi spots. HxJi cap 

y FCHESTAL (2fl) (D) (BF) (Bdy Magure) JtawndJ(jhnson5tot . CMcGomuckp) 

pm bticA spoo. pri stems 

e r-n* OANEGOLD (15) fDI uT-nuia Onrtuns UcQ UOomi to 1 .PHottayV 

w-fe TtH *{-. .TV* Ole iwrtus. Write mm. tytUwjnd write foepwf tap 

20 l-CSS MAJOR JAMIE (34) (D) !C [*Mfl) A L Mocre (1^ 6 0 0 MtRWMsh 

Lnjh bif. yefow /wft hooped cap 

^ niflsi PUNKAH (14} (DMkfcCMTFine M«as 8 □ J Rudien) G McCcut 4 OO . D J Uottto 
ftyv Wuu J«d write sUpec. dnckadOBrnm 
-2> dedared- 

Urw>iu»i Are;’* 5»* rkpw-v nwgiv Puntaft 9a 13b 

BETTING: I i-2 Stomiyfainieather. 51 Grimes, 51 Alabang, 51 Pottar'a Gate. 151 PrincefuL 11-1 
Choi-Yo 12-1 EU Agapi Mou. Pownuna. i«-1 CarHo Briganta, 151 Kerawt, 251 BeWor. Giobo 
Rumor. Natvmak S-l Uaiw Jamie. 351 Forest*, 33-1 New Inn, 451 Punkah. Sllnr Groom, 
551 DenegoM. Greenback. Non Vliuge 
TW, ttol-e A SlanJ S fi ; Torr-w f3l 9-1 (V P(W| u ran 

FORM GUIDE 

ALABANG <s lacking m p-perii-ric* bui e, open to improvament Unbeaten n both starts 
last lerm nonce -rrents ai M.v*ei Rasen and Newcastle, Alabang made an encouro^ig 
return when beaten a coup te ot lengths by hoipot Good VS»s at Wetharby There are 
many dangers, mjt the kr.vki o' 'hem berg StonTiytabweather, who ram he last three 
races oi tWtj-07 and nem in m Newbury on tvs return He needs further man mis but 
the ike-tv last pace arid uplift IbmcTi writ sun Grlmos. runner-tip betaid Comnwmcrw Com 
al Punches town m February Deal that riwL who wn the THurTOh. 3 length at Leo pard- 
stown m October on he return However, only lour and lumbered with list 13b ne night 
find one or i wo loo good on itw iiriai batile up the hi. Marlin Ppe has won Bvs with Cor- 
poral Cfcnger. LucMl Baiasara Vatare* and Make A Stand, so PMcntale musl be kepi 
on the right srde. though this one has the some burden as Grimes Pottar'a Gate b un- 
beaten afler a couple oi races this iwm al Chepsiow and Leroesier test month and. aJ- 
though nb wcitte oil wifh New lim isacond al the Mtolands track and sonilarty placed 
behind Tboion a; Hitotirgdori ynre) can agan prove the pick of the pak Supreme Novices 
HunSe runner-up PrincBtin. beaien a length and a hart bv El Agapl Mou al Ascot on he 
firet appearance since ihe «nd ot March <^an iwhe fonn on 2b more favourable terms 
NohrawaH. undetejied alter live runs Iasi season and iwo me term. shxAJ agaro go 
well off a 510 higher mark ityv. when bearing Patamon four kmgths al Ascol fare «reeli5 
back Greenback in etghi-lerglh lourlh bui 9tt> belter ott Selection: ALABANG 

\ 0 An \ MERCURY FM NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 

(CLASS C) £6,000 added 2m 1 1 0yds £4,280 ^ . 

1 m SOFYAAN (USA) (2S) (D) [E RenH) Lady Hemes 4 n «) . . R Dumnody 

i rfn a prA stipes toe* cap 

2 Po-I BAHADUR (USA) (44) (0) [Petes rad Leei Mre J Fanun 4 n 2 . A P McCoy 

£rm?f3M qrew red anpo. sfeewee Pott cap 

3 Oi FINAL STAB (12) (D| iWrc Shetey C Dwyer *0 0 C llowiJ yn 

Oaw uimtrvA'<bmjn3 orjnoe artl reftn* ctoiwij l»i sleeves, orar«?c cap, re&w itomond 

4 G5J DIEGO (9) (D) -.Pritcr J Doujias Enywrigi MPoran4 to9 RJolmaon 

Mwa' jtW r«rp»? ww •■leme-. maun amaz art (tewondcnouiplo cap 

5 22323 NEAT FEAT (250) (Dl (WUFow En*as Ud) D Bswortft 6 to 9 . PHoflay 

Sroan and nfnt- wjvaitenufl brown sfeeves write cap 
t 4.33 MILFORD SOUND (16) <Mtt KtagB Vaml P Hotto 4 10 B ... M A FltzgeraM 

Ret wftre c/unrun. fvxped ueevei and cap 

7 23-2U4 RYTHM ROCK (19) (F^rg Raddtfal D GjrvMta 9 DO - . -A Maguire B 

Row) b*-'. *tnfe mi Jo ijhmnnd. hoop-d deeves. yodcu’ ran. royal Uue dranond 
- 7 declared - 

Mnmum weighr- lOfl True hanricuc w.vgrv Ryfftm Bmi 9it 1Mb 

BETTING: 7-4 BadadK 52 Sofyaan. 9-2 Diego, f 1-2 Neal Feat, 51 Final Stab. 151 Ryttan Rock, 
12-1 Mftford Sound 

©%■ Aerqr s ii ri J Duxme 7-: fav lO Sherwood) 8 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

BALLADUR bea rate feafcr U««ra hSH a lengm a Wncraitm n Occtoer rai t*s first appearance 
ance Apt The eon of ftteoyw w a progress firttier and. with forty McCoy n Tie sadeka con sup- 
pfemantWr ca racn gis Solyaan won a Dindaik nv»3en on me Fiat when with Kevin Pren- 
dergast, and changed hands for 33 j300'3hs al last year's Newmarket July Sates. Weiner 
of his first two hurdle raws both ai Chepstow in October before a remoie fourth to San- 
marrrto at Newbury. La-dv Hemes four-year-cM will do mum better n the leaser com- 
pany Fatal Stab did not account lor anything ol note when scoring at Ludtow but il was 
only his second Outnq and he will imprroe SetecUorr. BALLADUR 


FORM GUIDE 

BANJO could be another wme« for Ilia Nicholson camp. This smart French-bred has 
had an operation lor rale suce winning such races as the Softy Isles (San down) end 
Mumrn Mering (Amueei and was having Ns hrsi race lor almost two years when putted 
up in tire Gold Cup last March There is a good chance he w* bounce back this season 
and he kicked ort m the right way by beam} What A Hand and Gnome HB at Crtertenham 
(3m 31- plus) last month The softer ground wttf sort and he coufd be a major Gold Cup i 
candidate this season, although the Welsh National is hrs fra tug target See More Busi- 
ness shaped wen on he. first si art tartoe February when Hind to Suny Bay <n the Edward | 
Hanmer Memorial al Haydock 17 days ago Selection: BANJO 

locn l GOOD LUCK NOVICE SELUNG HURDLE (CLASS G) 1 
g.OU C2300 added 2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £1,898 

1 DRAMAKING(Fl9)fbksV>Cl-jGuylBLtovHftvn5lOC . Iftchad Brennan (3) 

2 642F-F LYPHARDS FABLE (USA) (182) iMk G C McFerrani T Oecvge 6 to C TJenks 

3 556 OUESTAN (1 1) iStew Webwii M Ppe 5 to D . . C Maude B 

4 flOKC QUIET MOMENTS (10) ilAs Louse Itephyl P Murphy 4 to P . . . LASpdl{3) 

5 f4353 ROYAL HAND (16) (R J Armssvi) H Aitnson 7 7) 12 . . UrHAmaonV 

6 TYCOON TB)(F155) (Mrs M»y aebowrei WM &abcume4 to i2 1 Lawrence 

7 43504- FORTUNES ROSE (220) iMrs A J Garrett) J King & to 7 . . .TJMurphy 

3 P05P0 INDIAN CROWN (16) (Pt4p 9ucklevl N Thomaji ’ 07 ... .RBqlnyB 

■3 300 HEDHAM)S> (24) (DQvtl Grace) D Brace 6 07 R Thornton (3) 

ID 235-53 SONG FOR JESS (14) (Sieve Jones) F Jcnfen 4 «7 . A Thornton 

n 00506 THE SWAN (91) Jfory SarnBret R Fiok 4 0 7 . J Frost 

-tldedarad- 

BETT1NG: 52 The Swan, 11-4 Questan. 51 Lyphwfa Fttble. 7-1 Oib« MomoTa, 51 Fortunes Rose. 
51 Royal Hand, 151 Sung For Jos, 12-1 Redanded. f5t Drama King, 251 others 
1996 Ana Sort 1 5 to <2 D Bndgaaior 51 iG McCourt] Kuan 

|o Oftl HJJRRY KNOX NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 
added 2m 3f 110yds Penalty Value £3,625 

1 GPkt R1VH1 BAY (14) (D) fftverwiwd Racnji Mss H KnqW 6 10 O .. . RThonitonffl 

2 4052U AMBLESIDE (10) (C) tB M Yini Ms $ WSams 6 TO C .SMdkftl 

3 46P& CHARLIE'S FOLLY (S66) fDuncan He«ath) B De kfear 6 0 12 . . ILawranw 

4 7VX: LANDED GENTRY p) (D) (KIN Bel & LKH J OBhra fl to O . Michael Brennan (3) 

5 1P2-4J SPHB4G DOUBLE (15) (D) (Mrs Loma Berryman) N Twisfon-Ca'res 6 0 12 C Maude V 

6 CIO- STORMY PASSAGE (246) (D) I ffete Luff) P Hobbs 7 10 12. AThorotori 

-Bdacfarad- 

BETTING- 5-2 Landed Gantry. 51 Ambteslde. 1-2 River Bay. Stormy Passage, 13-2 Spring Doo- 
Me, 351 Charftas Folly 

1996 Or Rnyoffl tl OAP McCoy 5-4 fav |M Rpe!6rar 

Crtl DECEMBER MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,000 added 

■ ou l 2m 110yds Penalty Ifelue £3,155 

1 BEAR HUG(F67)lK Jonesl MSnafpard4 n 5 . C Maude 

2 P- BOLD BUSTS) (F33) |R4 Ewrs Lsb Szafloft Herirsi I Baking 4 n 5 R Thornton (3) 


a W2 DESERT POWER (18) (Ms Lynda M Wfcmsi D Ekroheft 5 11 5 . DJBurchefl 

4 40 FTTZUAURfCE (28) (Axarrit C Brocks 5 ft 5 . SMcNefti 

5 CCW- KARICLE1GH MAN (368) (H R C '^aSierwaodl P HfoOS 7 H 5 .Mr R Wdgur (7) 

6 4-3F KING OF THIEVES (8) U D I Bel) C Mare 5 n 5 J Magee p) 

7 LORD JIM (F42) [1*3 S Y Thomas) J Od 5 n 5 LHanrey 

6 MT6 MAZIRAH fF1«Z> (ftfchad A«*ebyl H Cuts 6 ft 5 Mr M Appleby 

9 5 MGB1Q (tBJiJCrti Buqj) R Aire 5 n S JPraS 

10 25- SBERIAN HBIRY (298) (C- S Talraon) B Smart 4 h 5 . . . I Lawrence 

v 0552 SOL MUSIC (22) (The G S P Rarmerdfoi J Kng 5 tl 5 TJIhophy 

C POOOP: STORM POINT (»8) (RJ Parent H Howe 9 ft 5 . G Hogan (1) 

t3 44544 CRYSTAL JEWa (22) babel R*ie)P Hfobs 5 no. . _ .A Thornton 

u 2- SOLAZZIJFH) (274) (Mrs Sarah FaJts) L G Cottrel 5 no 0 Burrows (5) 

- 14 (factored - 

BETTING: 51 Lord Jim. 4-1 Sol Music, 51 Bold Buatei. 51 Crystal Jewel 51 Siberian Horry, 151 
King Of Thieves. Sotezn 12-1 Bear Hug. FiQmaurice. 14 - 1 Desert Power. Mazirah. 251 others 
096 Tonywtoo 5 ri 5 C Maude 5-2 |N Twtsfcn-Cfcwieal 9 ran 


Sea-Deer mh That Redcar race was aver sw furlongs, yef Prime Lara « more at home 
over lies distance Perhaps best from the hcnl. Prano Lara wrxJd have been belief off 
with a tower draw but he might be good enough, nevertheless. Joan fifth of 29 behnd 
Widwood Riower n the Ayr Gold C* 4 r ijaekc Siorm premises to stay tha distance and 
Mark Johnston's horses lake to this surtace readty enough but Mr Bergerac needs to 
reprove on recent efforts here and Sea-Deer is m a far louder race than the darner ri 
which he ran The Happy Fox lo a head FrsMime tinkers enabled Forcing Bid to beat 
Mr Bergerac llfird) almosl seven lengths three weeks ago. but the 11 b rise phis the ta- 
na furlong will make fee rougher for tan SeJoctkwi: PHI MO LARA 


WULFRUN STAKES (Usted race) (CLASS A) l I 
£50,000 added 1m If 79yds Penalty Value £31 .086 1 **** I 


1 00230 CENTRE STALLS (70) lAnthcny Pye^kjary) R Johnscn Houghton 4 91 T Outer) 7 

BlacK red chomn anntao anJ cap 

2 564m IDCH BBflNG (USA) (33)(Ebl Mr S) A Lin] (Non 5 9 1 MLorsan4 

flsri bkK i^ft rods on dock tow sJmwk nitft ted armlets, due and red hopped cap 

3 46TC.1 FARMOST (21) (CD) IWE Sturt) Sv M FVesran 4 8 to GDuflMdl 

Qart Hue and write check dar* Mre sfeews uri® cap. Cbrfi bbe sar 

4 433140 RUSSIAN MUSIC (63) (7Vt Heaven Partnerertpt Gay Kefenoy 4 8 13 ARrenchG 

Cambridge Okie, puiple Steves htack cap. goU spots 

5 SOBto PRMCE OF DENIAL (35) (□) IJ S Guikii) D AitxittnO 8 II S Wftitaorlh 2 

IfeAw loyal Mua sOtpeddom/as, yalAvcsp. royal blue sprits 

6 0006ft PUJ2LEMB4T (11) (CO) (Mrs C E Bratan) C ftlttan 3 8 tl W J O Cormor 3 

Bnwn ant omge dmaon d s. hnarostoMsandcap 

7 044212 RUNNING STAG (USA) (11) (B^ (Hchaid J Cohen] P Mttel 3 B fl Jt Clark 5 

iWf. oanpe dnm. steows and cap 
-7 declared - 

BETTING: 11-10 Cantre Stalto. 52 Running Stag, 51 Prfnca Of Dental, 11-2 Russian Music, 12-1 
FamrosL 151 Loch Bering, 351 PuafeniBil 
096 Prmce Of Anoros 6 8 13 J Red 7-2 |C «J) tka-n (71 O ran 
FORM GUIDE 

C£NT R£ STALLS firastiod last ol nine behind Air Express in the Queen Elizabeth ft Stakes 
at Ascot in September, but he. neck second to Afted Forces to the Queen Anne Stakes 
(Group Two) at the Ffovai meebng (AS- Royal ttatf) stamps hre as the class act m ths Sne- 
up. SUL Centre Sufis la up agavrsl useful horses who rrnght be more a home than he is 
over me exienaod nine lurtongs. a tnp mat looks (deaf tor Prince Of Dental. An Inpreu- 
mg handcapper. he can make hre presence left at Listed level Lire Centre Stans. Russ- 
tan Music might be betier off over a sttgftrHy shorter joumev but he q useful on 1*3 day 
and versatfe able to wn from the front or from off the pace Running Stag has nai far 
races to Leted and higher company, bui the lad remans that he has iust a LingftekJ aft- 
weather marten to he credit Selection: CENTRE STALLS 

l o eel LONDON HANDICAP (CLASS E) (Div I) E4.025 added 
J -°°l 1m 4f Penalty value £2,960 

1 asm SWAN MJNTBt (21) (C) (0) (DerrO- Yarwood) D Cos-jtw 4 no . G Wg»i(5)5 

2 003341 TOim (12) INodCronni DArtUhnol3B n . . .. . S Whflworth 9 

3 00400 fCXHUNDI (7) (CD) (J WUWa) PEvan5 5 90.. A McCarthy (7) 7 V 

< 04220 ORDAINED (281(D) (R*r Ebdcm Rx*^) E Afctoi 495 . J K I ai kki Wonfan (7) 8 
5 E/u-fl Q. BAtLADOR (53) (D)(l*j Jctn Lee) J Bethel 6 9 4 GDuffiofo5 

8 50004 ^ZAO (30) (G Pperl R Smpsw 4 8 t3 ... _ MCMaglnr2 

7 D4-064 DANKA (8) [M l3 51 Cluntonl P VVBIwyn 363 . .._ . . DHobteJIV 

B 000055 SEHtON BLAKE (21) (Settm Sutacv^ Co Lxfl M Mgagper 382 . . R Winston (5) 4 

9 4fU0£fi GROVBWR LAD (19) (liMd Garner) S Eawrnq 380 . R Ffrcnch (3) 10 

0 M046 CHAHSSE DANCBI (140) (Guy Reed) C Thcmwi J 7 tl DdeGb 30 n 3 

-iDtfaefarad- 

BETTINC: 15-4 Swan Hunter. 51 Ibl M. 51 Ontotaad. 7-1 Danko. 151 Rn Mundl. 12-1 Grovo- 
tolf Lad, 151 Sofun Slake, Chartaw Dancn Betcao.251 El BMiader 
1336 Pmce Darn; J 9 6 G Oufftod W-1 p Mi/ray Smifo] drawn (6) t2rwi 

Tocl LONDON HANDICAP (CLASS E> (Div II) £4,025 added 
im 4f Penalty Value £2,960 

1 M0046 PRIVATE AUDIENCE (USA) (fl) (Mq H uvyl W lAs 4 X Q C Lmthor (3) 7 

2 401440 CHARNW000 JACK (USA) (to (AraSw leni I CantH 4 9 ii TGMcLaugMnB 

3 60312 CHER0K8E FUGKT (A) (C) IS*« Kncrtt Edibmn; Ud) S Untar 397 M Wtoham ? 

J 20260 AS4S(l7^(D)iRFte£*ti£in|Wt)an)lMJtrefon39S . . . DHWtandS 

5 0CC2&' BONJOUR (J316) (Vftmac (Orvi En^cveOThQ) Lttf) f Serrvils 7 90 MTfihhftll 

6 2DZtoJ LE GRAND GOliSIER (J12) (Ms S G D5tes) R J Rxe 3 8 11 Doan McKcann 6 B 

7 6K06A iraCURYllSJMsOianeBiH^iBBBjqh JB6.. _ , .RFWwn4 

8 307B AFHJCAN-BARDMfJSFw mdSofB)DHiy»tJones58l . TWBinai 

9 5506* PRDCDECtEHMQNT (11) (The M Stream ftwray^vaG LewcS BO RFhwch(3)3 

"ft dodonri ■ 

PtyTINGrW Private Audmce. 7-2 Cherokee ragfti, 52 AincarvPant, 5? Prta De Osmont, 7-T 
AtJa, 5T Chammcd Jack, i2-i Mercury, La Grand Gousfar, 251 Bon)our 


PUNXEEi'-G-UlDE 


CHEPSTOW 

,.15: LOUGH TULLY. five 
lengths scomd to Tidal Force over 
today's course and distance in Oo- 
(nlier, can go one belter. Sesame 
Seed loots (he danger. 

□□□ 

1.45: GIVENTIME, 11 lengths 
runner-up m Super Tactics over 
an inadequate 2m4fllUyd at 
Kempton last lime, is a course and 
distance winner and looks fairly 
handicapped. Dom Samourai may 
pohC most problems. 

00 0 n. » 

’.IS: BANJO, who beat What A 
Hand I iv 17: lengths over over 
3m3fl l(jyds al Cheltenham on his 
reappearance, is lightly-raced, 
holds ample scope lor further im- 
provement and looks set lor a 
good season. See More Business 
mav give him the mosL to do. 

□ca 

SANOOWN 

1 SR- DIRECT ROUTE, a neck 
second to Queen Of Spades in the 
Gnide 2 November Novice Chase 
over 2m al Cheltenham Iasi lime, 
leitppusoon fib betters terms to- 
day end cun turn ihc tables. 

exo 

2J0: KIAIRON DAMS, who trol- 
led up by 1 1 lengths from Fifty- 
sevenchannels over 2m at 
Fdiiyhoustf on his seasonal debut, 
rem.iinsa top-class chaser at this 
distance and will be hard to beat. 
Viking Flagship may prove the 
most potent threat 


HYPF.RION’S 
TV TIPS 


3.05: POTTER’S GALE, who 
beat New Inn by seven Iengjhs in 
a 2m handicap hurdle at Leices- 
ter last time, remains well hand- 
icapped and should go welL 

: i . l aU-re ki iOTw ct rhnfan»r 


0:0 

3j4(fc DIEGO, who ran the ro-wrm 
Sain! Ciel to six lengths in a 2m 
handicap hurdle at Uttoxeler last 
[ime, can go one beTTer here. So- 
jyaap may pose most problems. 

WOLVERHAMPTON 
2AS: STATE OF CAUTION, who 
completed a hat-trick when beat- 
ing Sir Joey by I Vi kmgihs over to- 
dav's course and distance in 
November, is still leniently treat- 
ed and should be hard lo beat Pri- 
mo Lara may be the one to follow 
him home. 

□□□ 

3J(fc CENTRE STALLS, eight 
lengths ninth and last to Air Ex- 
press in rhe Group One Queen 
Elizabeth II Stakes at Ascot over 
Im in September, takes a massive 
drop in class here and. if able to 
reproduce anything like his turf 
form on Fibresand. will make 
short woritor his rivals today. Run- 
ning Stag may be the most potent 
threat. 


WILLIAM HILL HANDICAP HURDLE - 10-YEAR-TALE 

19B7 88 ™ » «1 ” 93 94 g_g - 

Fal e of tha favourite s: 1 3 F 1_ ? 1 ^ 1 i 

Wimra rta ploce In betting: t 2 0| — 1 — j 1 3 — - ~TT~ 

StarttoMiricea: ^ 52 12-1 if -4 7-1 54 152 4-5 1S-2 ,51 

i^irigjw^ltta: :__gg_ 100 

Wfcmar'S age: 5 9 ■* j * ® - 

Proffl or loaa io cTstak e: Favourites i-EOao Second FtwourBaa -C*50 

Pofcentaga of winnera placed 1 at 2n d o r 3rd in last r ac<:jW% 

Shorteat-prlcad wlnnora: ReBreal (1994) 4 -5 

Ltm float- priced wrnnar: Uaetelt (T989) 12- 1 - — — 

Top trainers: M C Ppe 15) - Corporal Ctoigar (088)1 Ladett P9B» Balasani (091). 

Vfelfinet P 932), Maha A Stand (096) 

Top Jockey- M Ftemrtt (2) - Corporal Cttoger (1968). Balasani (1991) 

J Lower (2) - Ltadetl (1983). uaifinet H992? 


FIRST SHOW 


In the 1.45 al Chepstow, River 
Mandate, who has been off the 
track for a while, and Little 
Martina, a lough son who hits 


Chepstow — 1.45 


Tari ng Wx 
DomSamawa 
tfflte Marina 


da « 

51 51 


M 112 

*t M 


Wfttte 251 251 a 

EscftwwagoBErfteatfeptaoI.Z 

H-WfaftHIL-LatintesiT-foto 


Sandown — 2.30 


Hons C H L T 

Kh taiDwia 13-8 158 138 IM 

Mufgsn 7-2 7-2 7-2 7-g 

Wano RaoBhlp 7-2 51 7-2 7-2 

Or Royal 4-1 4-1 52 51 

Askfom 7-1 112 51 51 

CribUte 33-1 33-1 451 451 

OhSoHMcy 851 1051 551 651 

GEhicqiaflVitoaatertoces 1.2 

C - Coat H - Wtom hi L - Lafades - foe 


Sandown — 3.05 


Ste H iwfeate M Big 51 1H 11-2 11-2 


ho m p t ai L. 52 Brifiam Red. State Of Cau- 
tion, 6-1 Forcing BW, Pnmo Lara 51 Crtewlt 
51 TWn Creeks. 7J-1 Gaelc Storm. Mr Berg- 
erac. 151 Astrac. Jfoereen, Sea-Deer. 251 
MrMajtea. 

The Tote bet on Itie 520 d Wahrer- 
hamptorc Evens Centra Stafls, 4-1 Rumng 
Stag, tl -2 Prince eft Dental Russian Music. 
7J-1 Farmost fa-l Lodi Beriifl 35 1 Puz- 
ztanwnL 


Grtmre lt-2 m ? 51 13a 

Alatong 151 51 51 51 

P ooer'sGafe fti I5t » i 51 

P itnceU 51 51 fri 11-1 

OjPfo 12-1 51 h-1 51 

Ba Agapl Mou 51 gj 51 15 1 

Potentate tort l-l B -1 151 

QySoBrtgatae 151 w-i 151 51 

Knad 151 161 to rt M-1 

Gtateftnw 61 251 251 251 

Hftteri 51 61 2 51 251 

Malar 251 61 20-1 20-1 

Fonstof 251 art 261 61 

Major Jarte 251 251 51 251 

Ngjrai 351 351 351 351 

Storer Groan 33-1 33-1 451 361 

Punka h 33-i 351 551 451 

Danag olfl 551 551 93-1 661 

Greenfaadi 551 561 W5 1 3 >i 

NonVhaage . _ 551 M-1 1051 40-1 

Si^MkaquitefciOTbptees f 23.4 
C - Gad H - Wfem Hi - Udrtes T- fas 


W WLJtl_JB_JH. THE INDEPENDENT 


RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 


OL I V E CDMMEBT A R 1 E SjRES DllSl] 


SANDOWN 

CHEPSTOW- 

WETHERBV 

TOWCESTEB 

VVQLVBHAAtfTQN 


971 I 981 
_972 1 982 
973 ! ~9M~ 
-3Z4-_,_384_ 
JZlJ 985 


ALL COURSES RESULTS fl 

I 0891 2 61 970 

gfcwtf5frlg.taltrts.pl, ■.MtaatOAStl 


1 0Oiiist Sports 

The 100 most popular 
sports sites on the Internet: 


WWW .sportasig-life rnm 

bringing total ,® , • COm 

’■November 4 , 1997 ’ ‘ WOrld Wide Web 
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improved with racing this sea- 
son. are both 7-1 with Lad- 
brokes - the Tale, who quote the 
doubtful A N C Express and 
may therefore also have a Rule 
4 deduction on their prices, go 
just 11-2. 

In the 2210 at Sandown Ask 
Tom, who went well for a long 
way before pulling up on his 
reappearance, is 7-1 with Coral 
- William Hill are offering just 
11 - 2 . 

In the 3.05 at Sandown, Bel- 
lator, who is held in high regard 
by his trainer and figures in 
some Champion Hurdle lists, is 
25- 1 with Ladbrokes - Wiliam 
hill go just 16-1, 

Punkah, who is reported to 
be quietly fancied each-way by 
a few good judges in the Lam- 
bourn area, is 50-1 with William 
Hill and Ladbrokes - Coral of- 
fer just 33-1. 

And Non Vintage, a perfectly 
solid performer, is 100-1 with 
Ladbrokes - the Tote go just 
40-1. 






(ship to be the 


Coral bet on the 2.15 at Chepstow: 7-4 
Banjo. 5-2 toefen Tracker. 11 -4 See Mora Busi- 
ness, 61 Air ShoL 14-1 Greenhi Tare Away. 
The Tote bet on the 2.45 at Wolvor- 


- Jon Davies 


<Y>- ^ 




■9 **_... 




■ wvr- ■ 
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J McCoy: the mighty man with the 10-year plan 


The jump jockey Tony 
McCoy k charging 
towards domination of 
his sport at an alarming 

rate. His critics say he 
will fall victim to burn- 
out. McCoy says maybe, 
but not for 10 years. 


-As he marches cnnicmpiuuus- 
ly through this his fourth sea- 
son in Britain, "Tony McCoy is 
closing in on 600 career winners. 
At this remorseless rale ihe 
Irishman will not only beat Pe- 
ter Scudamore’s career record 
of 1.678 winners, he will exceed 
it by a further UKV ) at his an- 
ticipated point of retirement in 
Ifl years’ time. A P McCoy de- 
scribes Richard Dunwoody as 
the most obsessive jockey in the 
weighing room. He musl’be jok- 
ing. 

Anthony Peter McCoy has 
ridden so many winners al- 
ready that he seems to have 
been around for a generation. 
It is quite arresting, however, to 
consider that his first ever hur- 
dles race, at Lcopardshrwn, 
was on the day Jodumi and 
Mark Dwyer won the Chel- 
tenham Gold Cup. Since then 
there has been the conditional 
jockeys’ championship in his 
first campaign over the Irish 
Sea, followed by two titles 
among the fully-fledged ranks. 
Earlier this year McCoy, aged 
22. became only Lhe founh 
man to ride the winner of the 
Champion Hurdle (Make A 
Stand ) and Gold Cup (Mr Mul- 
ligan) at the same Cheltenham 
Festival. His booking is now 
generally accepted as providing 
bis mount with a fifth leg. 

Yd his achievements do not 
count as a speck of grit for Tony 
McCoy. As the bandwagon rolls 
on, he would prefer to crack the 
w hip on the team ahead rather 
than look at the mileposts in his 
slipstream. "I don’t want to 
look back or even think about 
the present and how I’m flying, 
because that’s the moment you 
fall over and make yourself 
look like a clown.” he says. 
“Your luck can only last a cer- 
tain amount of time, so you're 
frightened to look back and see 
how long ir’ s been going on. I've 
been very lucky so far. What 
matters to me now is tomorrow. 


what I’m going to ride on Sat- 
urday and possible winners at 
Cheltenham this season.” And, 
of course, the Christmas sales 
ol his recently published biog- 
raphy. 

If you look in the past, 
though, you find what has made 
this near mechanical man be- 
fore us. The son of a Catholic 
horse breeder from Tnome- 
bridge, Co Antrim. McCoy was 
brought up as one of six in bue- 
enJii; Ulster, close to the inland 
sea of Loch Neagh and on the 
banks of Northern Ireland’s 
longest river, the Bann. 

Bv the time he was 1Z Mc- 
Coy was an unfettered truant, 
spending most of the day at the 
yard of a local man. Billy Rock. 
He could ride, and control, the 
biggest horses almost immedi- 
ately and would earn £100 a 
week for his effort. “He could 
do the work of three grown 
men,” Rock says. 

McCoy was not a daft lad, but 
the subject he enjoyed most 
was not on the school cunicu- 






Tit, 



BY RICHARD 


EDMONDSON 




Jum. He left at 14 without a sin- 
gle O-level to his name and 
joined the Flat yard of Jim Bol- 
ger. CooicuUcn has produced 
some mighty racing names, both 
human and equine, and none 
was brought up gently. If anyone 
is caught smoking at the yard. 
Jim Bolger does not ask the staff 
to form a seated rirde to discuss 
the topic. He boots the miscre- 
ant out. McCoy does not smoke 
to this day and the strongest brew 
he takes is diet coke. 

Tire jockey found his master 
as terrifying as a tiger in the bed- 
room and it is testimony to his 
fortitude that he disobeyed Bol- 
ger in moving to Britain in 
1994. By then die tyro had bro- 
ken his leg on the Coolcullen 
gallops, an accident that erased 
any lingering notion that McCoy 
would appear on the FlaL Dur- 
ing recuperation his body start- 
ed to change and did not stop 
until it reached its present 
shape, as if its owner had been 
splayed on the dungeon rack 
while a particularly nasty shift 
was on. 




McCoy’s favourite steaks 
and chops are now off the cane 
du jour ( although the way things 
are going they may soon be off 
all our menus). The jockey has 
attempted the black techniques 
of pee pills and sticking his fin- 
gers down the throat, but now 
just settles for surviving on var- 
ious natural gases. “My weight 
is a worse problem than for 
most jockeys because I’m five 
foot 1 1 inches.” he says. “But 
I've got used to it and I can live 
with the fact that, for the rest 
of ray days riding. I’m never go- 
ing to wake up in a morning and 
have a fried breakfast. lT just 
won’t happen.” 

His physique apart. Tony 
McCoy is made notable by a jut- 


ting chin, snooker hall com- 
plexion and the son of retro 
haircut they used to display in 
bands such as Chicory Tip. He 
has a capacity for self-sacrifice 
lhai comes to few. Fur him the 
grind, the hunger and the trav- 
elling of his spurt is surpassed 
by the rewards, financial and 
emotional, of winning. " You’ve 
got to want winners, be greedy, 
and I don’t mean being ignorant 
greedy." he says. "You’ve got to 
want success every day. and 
when you gel it dial makes you 
greedy for some more.” 

There are some who be- 
lieve the McCoy way does not 
foster a lengthy career, that the 
starving. 70JKKI miles travelling 
a year and high expectation will 


soon put him in the sidings. The. 
jockey himself, who would 
rather have a finger off than a 
day. snorts at this theory. 

“I can't imagine there is a 
single jockey in the weighing- 
room who wouldn't like to be 
sufferimg from the sort of bunt- 
out i m supposed to begetting 
at the moment” he says. “I love 
going racing every day. espe- 
cially as 1 usually get two or 
three really decent chances. 1 
think a lot of people get more 
burned out thinking about what 
I’m doing than I do going 
through it. 

“I can cope with tec ling as 
hunicd-i ml as this for the next 
10 years if things keep hap- 
pening tor me. There will plcn- 


Flagship to be the leading light 


The Festival arrives early 
at San down ort a day 
which offers punters a 
serious alternative to 
numbers and fruit 
machines. Greg Wood 
studies the form. 


Amid the backslapping at Coral 
headquarters as the bookmak- 
ers revealed profits of £33m this 
week, there was a message for 
racing which offered less cause 
for celebration. 

This pile of cash was not the 
result of punters jostling their 
way into Coral shops to bet on 
the horses, but rather a result 


of the low-cost, high-margin 
new arrivals in betting shops like 
495 and slot machines. Since 
bookies pay a levy to racing only 
on racing turnover, this is not 
a trend they arc likely to disturb. 
The turfs market share among 
off-course gamblers, so the 
bookmakers will tell you, will 
continue to decline, and since 
they are doing everything pos- 
sible to shift punters to betting 
mediums with much fatter and 
guaranteed profits, it could be 
a self-fiilffllrng prophecy. 

On an afternoon like today, 
though, racing can still stand 
toe-to-toe against any other at- 
traction. The Sandown card 
alone is arguably the most at- 


tractive weekend jumps fixture 
this side of Aintree. and what 
with the Grade Two Rehearsal 
Chase ai Chepstow and two 
good all-weather races from 
Wolverhampton, there arc nine 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP; Princeful 
(Sandown 3.05) 

NB: Ambles ide 
(Chepstow 3.20) 


televised races in the space of 
two and a half hours. 

The Tingle Creek Chase 
brings together three of the first 
four home in last year’s Queen 
Mother Champion Chase, and 
two chasers in Mulligan and Or 


Royal with the potential i* > line- 
up for that race next time 
around. Klairon Davis is ex- 
pected t*i set off a warm 
favourite, but the worry !*»r hi*, 
supporters must he that he 
does not find his best form un- 
til the spring. There N u!- i j -uv 
picion that, when the gruunJ is 
not testing anJ the pace not 
strong, two mile** h a hil \h.irp 
For him. Klairon D.-nN may .V 
vulnerable today, and Viking 
Flagship (next best l.'lti is .m 
obvious value bet. 

Adrian Maguire. David 
Nichuhnn’s st.shle jockey, 
chooses Mulligan, hut then, lie 
did that a few weeks il'< • md 
Viking Flagship l>e.u him 


ligan should have improved for 
that, but Viking Flagship, loo. 
has every right m come on. 

The Grade Two Henry Vli] 
Noviee Cha«e - won by Mulli- 
gan 12 months ago - is fierce- 
ly competitive, with Chiefs 
Sung (1.551 .inly a tentative 
choice, while the William Hill 
Handicap Hurdle also appears 
- at fir-i -ighi anyway - to dch 
*)t/ii' #n. This ;< more than just 
another handicap, with Celtic 
’’•ho! and. last year. Make A 
Stand b< >lh v. inning this on the 
v a; l< ■ i|-.e Osimpi- 'n i lurdlc. 

‘ i rimes, tli- -.ighl inpuMc ol 
nuking similar improvement, 
cruised hi -nit .'ii his s-ea-nnal 
d.-bui at n in '.V- 


toher. and is just 71b higher to- 
day. His chance is obvious, but 
in such a big field, others make 
more appeal at the prices. NEW 
ENN t nap 3.(1? > must be the bet 
at 33-1. He has returned in fine 
form this season and has the 
leading young rider Seamus 
Duraek taking 51b off his back. 

Elsewhere. 3ells Life (2.15) 
could he the value in the Re- 
hearsal Chase, while Given- 
time (1.45) also stands every 
1 1 i.i nee. Centre Stalls Would be 
a certainly for the Wulfrun 
Slake-' at Wolverhampton were 
it run • 'O grass, but may be worth 
• *ppi i* ing w it h Farmnst < 3.20). 
proven on Fibresand. 

Results, page 21 


WETHERBY 


HYPERION 

12,40 Ardronan 1.10 Edefwefs Du Moulin 1.40 
No More Hassle 2.10 Strath Royal 240 Real Tbn- 
I fc 3.15 Second Fiddle 


7 S096BI ORGAN RECITAL (926) 0 3rtman B T1 0 . . U Brennan 

8 6SM REVWflfltBF)T&sfertjy5n0 LWyet 

B P1FF6- PHART00UANNY (244) B Ifactag^n 7 6 3— BSwre* 

-9 (teetered - 

BETTWG: 2-1 Afdrenan. IM No Gkrwmtka. 1WW0 Hew*. M Arctic Fo*. 
9-1 feJK*i& IB-1 dories! Cousin 20-1 <*h«rs 


r a ~ J a I DICK WARDEN NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
I »-iU| D) £5,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 30J-11 BBXaSWsmMp5f(QmafkranZi7iVPCateii<, 

2 OfrZI DAWN MISSION OB) (Q 01) TEariertJvS » •> L Wyw B 

3 20022/ FEELS LKE GOLD (574) Q Acranfc- 9 n : P Niven 

4 55420- HAITRE DE MUSIQIE (243) M TocBunw 6 n 0 R Guest 

5 461 -U PUREVALUE (23) (CO) M W SaslKtr; 6 H C B Storey 

6 P3F-S ROCKETTS CASTLE W MrsSasmaiM 7 no Mr J 01101(1) 

7 6- RVSAN5HYN (401) R Jrfmscn 5 V? KJohnson 

-7dectoed- 

aETT1NG:4-8Edat*8tstX) Uoofei 2-1 Dwm Mjs$Ljn. B-1 Purcwtue. i2-l 
Fort* Lfta Gold, 14-1 Maftre 0« Mjsftpie, 25-t others 

\4~A n \ ATS handicap hurdle (class c) 
I £5,000 added 2m 

1 TWO- MGLET0MAN (217) (0) B Macagaan 6 i 0 agpnji 

2 • 2161- WGQ.’S LAD (F43) (D) PHasSarr5 r 7 

3 450P-F IIARCHAI^»»G{2^(D)MHBrTixn!LTT4NHorT^m 

4 tSQrA DANA P0WT (40) (D) Mrs S Sm# BCG - . »_ ™ 

5 mo-3 NO MORE HASSLE (17) (0) (BF) WraJU fipjeev - C 3P 

G 2WU5 DUHMOlTlOTTEWfiDB 


GOING: Good to Soft. 

• Left-hand oval ensue Rumi ol 200yds sfcgftny upra 

• Course a ol (own on Bt234_ naar Mn»>n rt A58^d M 
ADMISSION: Chib 03 (accojryaraed utctei-169 free); Taftaraate 

R Suppto B rennan 445 {**1 G Lee 3-f» tO*W 

BLiKKERED RRST TIME: 


112.40] hurdl£ 


1 000-21 ARCTIC FOX 06) 71 6 b'uc&H 

2 . 1(32-1 ARD«)«WCqJJO^”’* "-r 

3 ■ 33-1 NOfilMMICKS (14) J FBaGeraWS H B-. 

4'.' ■" .1 PALADUS (77) 5 U ItoSW 5 H ®--“- 

| 5 P46M CLBtCAL COUStW M L - '."M 

,6 20000/ UH5WNGJPWai62)GFi!ftaJ^B'’0 RBumsu 


^ 5rKH SAINT CIEL IIJSAi i9) (Di - Jr F Carwrry 

-9 tfeciarw;- 

BETTtNG: 5-2 Saint CUH 7-2 No Five Cassia, i-1 Niqel's Lac. 6-1 Djm 
PoinLB-1 Out Dr A Promise. 10-1 C'uraio 12-iDrBo'nes 14-T Ma/rham 
Ming. Ingieioman 

1 0 WHARFE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 3j 
iU £10,000 added 3m If 


- E declared - 

BETTING. 1 1-4 Cumbrian Challenge — : Beach y Head. M Rert Thric. 
>1 Macjaorge. 7-t Regal Rompef, 10-1 rAaster 5oa«L Issym. 12-1 Ran- 
dem Assault. 14-1 Easbv JoVei 


g | RACING CHANNEL NOVICE H'CAP 
! _ eo l HURDLE (CLASS E> £3.650 2m 4f 1 10yds 


4J-TLO UUIWIVIIUVWI ' ■ n ■ 

222-31 OmONAPRO*HSEt9)mLUlTO5X'iT x ..RStBPje 
OI« MBOI«S(3q(D)(BRFU^4VTi»OMcPt»m 


1 S-iOn STRATH RQVAL (S) |CD| :. z.--r'a i: "> r M Brennan 

2 Tm COUOUB. IN CHIEF fUJl (CT’I :> -- -v: t. ’ i .= P CaiDOTf 

3 WUWFA? 1 1st ;n; (h J sot-?, x V- Mr Z Surer 

« OGOfc- PENIIYPDT t-WSi l.v> •• 5. J.-..W :U. - Sj ; Mr j Culk-n (Tt 

- 4 declared - 

Mirwriin iris; Ir.* •x\(i>Cr '- -■ »•>!:. ?.’• 

BETTING’ ID- 11 Strath Rc-yal evens Cator«l In Chief 10-t IHaainc 25-1 
Pennypot 

\o~ A n\ ’EMMERDALE’ SILVER ANNIVERSARY 
HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS BJ £9.500 
added 2m 4f iiQyds 

1 Hff-f EASBY JOKER (7) (CD) ? MWr.vt .- C j Mr C 3:inrer (3) 
J ten- MACGEOWE inai (CD) p u* r =: g) p Nluon 

? ,2*47 RANDOM ASSAUJ CBS) iD)C ri _ cr3ai£ n tjMrjKaRt2il(7) 

4 W-.t; CUlffifflAN CHALL3K5E |1B1 .'CDl T i 7. \ L th*>t 

5 0641.; SEACHY HEAD Cl) (CDl .1 J '.‘:.v4 jn; RVJcOraUtO) 

6 m* ISSYW (71 (CDt K- Y: Ei&r.t,' 0 Ir C 3&0<tvB 

7 01-jpi REAL TONIC (71 ID) G Fwa > X : Vi •> P Car U«ti 

6 -5 a:>C MASTER BOSTON ( 7) (CDl A v.*7»0uit ? % \ il Dr.an B 

9 P5.-44F REGAL ROMPER (15) [C, ;ts c S« a- ? IOC- R \V*ut»n (>i 


C?-F- SOUTHERN CROSS 13) (BFl iV EJsiinr,- 512-1 B Storey 


LASKSHIU. 1224) JFBsjfraef r.t- . PGuberry 
V: 5COTTCU GREEN Hat (Dr 7 EaPSTy A :0 II LWyer 

•: :-l-CC REACH THE CLOUDS (91 J * X »!• RSi^*? 

f A-F : 0*JR MAIN MAN |F19| P '..r.il-rr - -J\ a D Befltlay 

P V.'HAT JIM IV4NTS (K| .• j ~X>i 0 Jewett |7) 
4 ,.ij SECOND FlDClE (it) C- 7 Vi M Brennan 
: -:i ALIAS CHUBB 111) l> ! J4 j Sn<r. i C R VfflkitsOfl [5) 

r RAINING STAIRS (161 (BFi 0 Rr-j-tt 6 tr,0 R Bums (7) 

' - noo; PRIMITIVE HEART i I2i h Aie- endsr J ’C-0 R McGrath P) 

.1-5:? DANDEKMlWUenliWtCVO fif Foster 

«- EPAADI294* Jtor-^-: K-C- . G Lee (3) 

i? -’.-fr., M00NUGKT VENTURE (5V t Itfjans- 5 TO C -J Callaghan 

" l-'j-fr MISTY GREY (54S| W ?-?:C 1 1 '• . Ur 0 McPhail (7) 

:? v 30nuv RIGS (?•« : g.^: i . ii'Dotrfngpj 
- 15 declared- 

V.iimntun r.fiijnt :,y neiArif* -ve&sz fti , . r ..MjSars Praia- 
.'•.e.+.aniJ. .■'?.£'*’> A* -■■fp.’i 5a Sit fLw Atoci-'^TC I'erTi^pSw 
■■■j Mis/ li-'.’i ii? tuu. fij-7.iv R.q-j 39 ::p 

SETTING 7-4 Section Green. i-Z Reach The Clauds, 6-1 Southern Cross. 
6-1 Second Fiddle. Primitive Hean. Reining Stairs. 10-1 LartehU. 14-1 
Tian De Mar. 16-t Aluc CltLflh. Moenligm Venture. 20- 1 oihrrs 


TOWCESTER 


•• HYPERION 

1245 Quistaquay 1^0 Ainsi Soft II ISO 
Baby 2-25 Ctemger Flynn 3.00 Fortunes Course 
3^0 MuskhiU — 


GOWG: Chase - Soodto Soft; Hurcfls - Soft 
•KghWiand. undUabnckait. Huron of 
• Courca b on A5 SE riW ftts service 
tion. AOUSStOW Members £12: ■fetiersate £8; Cans ^ 


•'SAMWTHABi® [ ^SS:(llfleilOl9on27•e7f}fl3Wl£® ai, ®l , C 53 


glffU T Forstw 9-76 mftb) J Penan fr36 
•l£ADB4& JQCKBfStWOlrtMW 1>81 (E3H R Gub**® 


0 Bmwd-fi (2tm BPOrtrtM-* C51ft) 
• WVOUftfTES: JZW54 '{322*f 
Bunkered first ms Mm , 


Vfe -| EBP STOKE PARK NATIONAL HUNT 
Lif^J NOVICE HURDLE (QUALIFIER) 

(CLASS D) E3.650 added 2m 5f 

1 -i 504 HENEKER fttHN Ta*in>0*te5 5 6 C- • 

■f" ff- CROSBTNERUBidwtpBe) C&oa&afilO 

3 1 6K MTHEBtCOOttMPMcttstCt) 

« ' 40M JEf .MJ»m ronmnfil) 8 - 

5 . 4 MJSnc5S«BO«N Hendra 5 mCJHKWW 

e . 'SMB QMSWtmtlBIlQlanJtMnsSBB 

I M.a«ITONli(31)Satx*Sfw513T— SW™* 

3 U. MJAEjtt) Uu Pfttoon 5 U ? 

* 000CG- UKSWWPB* £?11)i*aCCatM5S;7 _C W 


fl P- (29^ S % J ^ , ^ s , r H . Bra ?S!! 

rt BO- WIWJETMGALpffiO N TvBBtcreDMS 5 TO r .WUarston 
_ 12 dedbred - 

nenwa-2-1 Outstamay. 4-1 In H® Blood. S-l Ja FHbs. S«ynl«dRY- 
Sy ttht sthi iMceanPuk, 25-1 Bw Elset Winneiaa GaL 

Cro» Tfto Rubicon, 33-1 Others 

[3351 

added 2m Penalty Value £1,895 

1 t»« SPRWTTAYRE ( 31) (CO) j Larq j TlO 

3 SflW UUSHiM (22) P Wwwrtt SJij 

t (WITEO FfiOWT (B) J Nwfle 5 jj 3 - - 

4 434?- BEBflAVECfflZlTQfwnigBnr t)3 _ LCummts 

7 WAW- nFSONSmDYigBleSPS-- ECaflagnat 

4 JP3S 9 - CAMS0 (194) 1C) (D) K Sane r. OC . W Geeanei (5) 

f) WSS UEBATIDWPWBJSJ50 .JurtdCT«ri) 

UemmtK&t XU 7«of ,:,i ,,kf * 

United ftont «*9a™ oe /r , nee 


TOTE VOVJCE CHASE (OuaBfer) (CLASS 
1 .50 D) £ 5,000 added 2m 6f 

l^ — — > 1 .,- v _,_e — n VV Uarsnm 


e 09ij SPANISH RIVER (23i N l * t; •? A Eales (5) 
7 r/fyi TEXAN BABY GO) (Ol N nffi»r-C» / .7>s ; " v J Goldstein (7) 

e 2FW THE MEXICANS GONE (10) fD) C' jtratTfy ? '■ O VStauay 

; COUNTRY STORE |10i (DI : ? jov*. ■ it • G Upon 

H F0RTYTW0 Dec ill)f; ini:n T >3- VShartaa 

- 10 dsdared - 

BETTING. 7-4 Henry Cone. 11-4 Te*an Body. H Uflwy r*k«. io-i Ralca- 
zone Beau, l&i Bank Avenue. 20-1 Country Stare. UAcnells Be$L2M 
Fortytvro Cm Hio Ueticans Gone. 13-1 Spamh Riser 

ry *5 c l SYLVm TiflARSHALL HANDICAP HURDLE 
^>ZO| (CLASS E) E2.925 added 3m 

I l '£ti GRUNGE iXtil (CD) L «Vs ay Srw. 1 ■> ’u G Uplon 
i ;■.£•: EHTEFAAL iU5Ai wOi <C> -■ f . ;< i J CUiory 

i «■’. T BANN't Hlij. LAD HD. . ’.Viieci • 7 : JR haren&gh B 
i ££-••;• DANGER riJrinN iii| iDi :Jt< r SN : r ‘ w Idaraan 
r- -« r .: SWER CHALLENGE )2i) ;V : v. * ■: - -3 Supple i5> 

i ■ NEEP"-0OD F D?®V * , j| t ! V* ?f»- 5 Clifford 

; ST MEU.I0N LEISURE i:j> » 1 W, I • J A UcCjrPY, 

6 SAL'CI IJirrl ,M; L c Huy tan j .’} 

3 voir- CLONOCUfteaBi ' v,a Glome-. 

>. i -J- WORMNGFMPEtNUIa . •:! tP| \ V'*" ' » . v San.r,- 

~ t.it e.Jt HYDEJ3ILH 1151 V"‘ C HfcW >S| 

C PK- ISEGAEWNCh |J 7 1 r ’ . ' ' * 1- I Gary Lyonr 

- duun-i - 

n torol* 't- ‘w 

BfmNG- 7-i Derger Ff.nn =j--- “<:l S-l 

73-2 Sauzy Nun 7-! 5 l AWurn unsi-f : !•' -• cMa'-Jl >->' -« l - 

inqlorpednuli Rikbi Cha«engo ‘M J '•‘ 1 - l - ^ 


: HAVE TO THINA (ZS) (D) r Nchcrt. SHCL Cummins (5) 

4 67^0- A N C EXPRESS 1294) J tvnc * n 3 J Cutely 

i i‘.r- PRICED Hll. (252) (CD) K Bale/ 6 HE. P Henty (3) 
teiV FORTUNES COURSE (30| (CDl WMartWn 

- J yi HILL TRW (7) (CO) fc Beiop ;i » 3 n Greene 

-7 declared - 

EETTinG >i Carole s Crusader. 100-33 Fortunes Course, S-i Pncc's Htl. 
Haw To Ttimt 5-1 A N C Express. 7-1 Sir Leonard. 10-1 Hill Trut 

WEATHERBYS STARS OF TOMOR- 
ROV/' OPEN NH FLAT RACE (CLASS H) 
£1,500 added 2m 


(.lUSfcHILL (IB) 0 Ncv-fesi oCC' R Uossey R) 

LriVcSOON MANOR |l^) (Di JRKavaragh 


BW-t BAIKAVENUEiany^i]^:;. - 
2GM t 

UF53T- LOTTBff TICKET (2M ■ il L - 
63323- 

RAKAZONABAUP 20 )^"^ 1 


iVLtaromn 
S Kelly (7) 

S Wynne 
OrylevatitJI 

5 Powell 


N L W HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 


!“o ftrtl “ - |VI nMLiV-Hi- 

jj.UU J £6,300 Sliced 3m 1 


smscNA^Di:^--??' 

-4 CAROLE s c pus- -'S'* *;•'» 


j : U:Can*ir 
o opj >ii 


r M 5ALLYB0LLEN (231) C eoci£ :• « - J.IBcnyfT) 

0RCGANIER :M J . D liiiy 

: -• BRUSH WTH FAME 12481 P rtritcs 5 :i 4 - -GTonWy 

t COUNT JOE (Z7| J JKiemai — n j E CoUaghen 

COUNTRYMAN (2581 t -jeccgv (nj S YJyrma 

Oittl CtfcfTUffY '*1 ■' Ftirc.'. j T7 -■ ft Garrard (7) 

. ERIN ALLEY P r. tit- JtUcCarlhy 

i-. FATHER MCCARTEN M Snrjr, ■! n 4 B PobhB 

FOUNTAIN VlLLE U WKymi 4 H 4 J Power (7| 

MtRfc-ET SPRINGER 5 L Hor:-s jrj J Suppt$ 

POLKERRIS J fcew 5 n i J CuUtrtv 

E Silent ACTION (USAi ifrUj >: Sner. c - n 4 M Stiamn 

>, CRS2Y CRUSADES fi ■ « £, G UptCm 

1 - Sharp AUCE ( 215) -••r* l , ? snrartr,ct)l-- GuyLemq) 

- 15 declared - 

BETTING 4 -c Must tuli 1W Bruin tYirn Fame. 7-1 Brosanier. 10-1 BaBy- 
K-tlsn LewesoonMjnor K.-i Countryman. 15-1 Dozy Crusader. Siletrt 
Aciion Fainei i.'cCanen. DenU Cenmry. 20- 1 Enn Alloy, Polt.enis. 2W 

cihets 


L is for — 


Law: Of which there is about 
as much in the world of bet- 
ting as there was in Tomb- 
stone before Wy3it Earp 
rode into town. Bels are con- 
sidered to be a private mat- 
ter of honour, and thuv 
beyond tbe reach of ihe 
courts on tbe basis ihaf. well. 
Good Gawd, if you can’t 
trust a man’s word, don’t 
v’Rnow, harrumph, har- 
rumph. what in blazes can 
you trust? This was all fine 
and dandy in the days when 
Lord X would pit his best colt 
against chat of Lord Y for a 
modest side-bet of. say, hall 
of Gloucestershire, before 
heading off to string up an 
adolescent or two for sheep- 
si caJing. In 19^7, when 
British consumers are. by 
and large, fairly well pro- 
tected against the less scrupu- 
lous members of the business 
world, il is hopelessly inade- 
quate and thus, you might 
suppose, an obvious concern 
for a go-ahead Government 
with a mandate for change. 
Early indications, however, 
are that New Labour is as in- 
different to our problems as 
the last loL 



GREG WOOD 


THE A-Z 
OF BETTING 


The real McCoy: “I can’t imagine there is a single jockey in the weighing room who wouldn't like to be suffering from 
Che sort of bum-out I’m supposed to be getting at the moment” Photograph: Robert Haliam 


ty of lime for me to relax in 10 
years’ time when J can’t ride 
horses any longer. But tomor- 
row is another day. never mind 
10 years’ time. If I keep riding 
consistently for another 10 years 
HI he the happiest man alive, 
but w hen you're a jump jockey 
your fingers are permanently 
crossed. 

“This is a game that becomes 
obsessive and when you ride 
winners consistently it’s some- 
thing you want more and more 
of every day. Anyone in niv po- 
sition would become obsessive 
too. but maybe it was being that 
way that got me here in the first 
place.” 

G The Rea! McCoy. HoJdcr A 
Stoughton £10.90. 


Ladies' race: And also for 
Lydia Pearce, ufcose pre-em- 
inence in such events was 
something of a blank cheque 
for punters through much of 
the 1990s. Races for amateur 
riders of either sex are gen- 
erally contested by poor, un- 
reliable individuals of very 
doubtful stamina - and sad- 
ly, the horses are even worse. 
As such, they are hardly the 
ideal bet ring medium, but if 
you always back the best 
jockey, you can usually be 
sure that, whatever other 
shortcomings the beast may 
have, it is the best pan of a 
stone well-in with its rivals. 
Unfortunately. Mrs Pearce’s 
career is now seems to be 
drawing to a close, but one 
heir apparent is Emma 
Ramsden, {that’s Ramsden, 
as in the trainer Lynda and 
Jack, her professional gam- 
bler husband). 


Ladbrokes were turf ac- 
countants to the aristocracy 
(and even now, sn rumour 
has it. several members of the 
Royal family would mu 
dream of punting with any- 
one else). From their credit 
office in Burlington Street. 
Ladbrokes were purveyors of 
ntin to the landed gentry on 
a scale that would be 
matched only by the intro- 
duction of death duty, a cou- 
ple of generations bier. The 
business plan changed radi- 
cally, however, when Cyril 
Stein, son of the legendary 
pre-YVar rails bookmaker 
Snouty Parker, took uver as 
chairman in 1%6. Stein was 
quick to appreciate the po- 
tential of off-course betting 
shops, which had been le- 
galised five years earlier, and 
through a combination of 
tireless acquisition and an ap- 
proach to the competition 
which was straight out of 
Jaws, built the firm into 
Britain’s biggest bookie, be- 
fore expanding elsewhere. 
“Is that the best deal you’ve 
ever done?” he was famous- 
ly asked after adding Hilton 
Hotels to the Ladbrokes 
portfolio for iri45 million in 
1987. “It’s the best deal any- 
one's ever done.” Cyril 
replied, and even in the post- 
Stein years, his firm exhibits 
the same egalitarian willing- 
ness to impoverish anyone, 
whatever their class. 


Lent, not lost: Arguably 
the most stupid aphorism 
ever invented, even in the rich 
breeding ground for cod phi- 
losophy that is the average 
betting shop. Your selection 
has beeo beaten but it didn’t 
get a clear run, needed fur- 
ther, ran green and/or (it’s 
usually and) the jockey was 
a jerk. Thus, the money you 
backed it with is lent, not lost, 
and will undoubtedly be re- 
paid. with generous interest, 
in the not too distant future. 
Tin's belief also appears in 
Chapter One of the Teach 
Yourself Guide to Econom- 
ics. bv Nick Leeson. 


Ladbrokes: Established in 
1SS6 in the Warwickshire vil- 
lage from which it takes its 
name, Ladbrokes moved its 
operation to London well 
before the First World War, 
where il cultivated a clientele 
which was the complete op- 
posite of that which il pitch- 
es to today. Snotty to the 
point of rudeness about who 
thev would do business with. 


Loch Ness Monster: The 
proven existence of which is 
500-1 with William Hill, a 
price that must surely per- 
suade even the most gullible 
of Sassenachs that the Scot- 
tish Tourist Board has been 
having them on these past 60 
years. Novelty odds on such 
events as aliens landing in 
Trafalgar Square. Lord Lucan 
turning himself in to the po- 
lice or Manchester City win- 
ning the Premiership are 
generally nothing more than 
an easy source of silly season 
publicity for the hookies, and 
of no interest at all to serious 
punters. A few optimists, 
though, have 500-1 about a 
British winner of the men's 
singles at Wimbledon before 
the turn of the century safe- 
ly hidden away - (the price 
is now down to single figures). 
When Mecca look over 
William Hill a few years ago. 
meanwhile, only one major 
stumbling block emerged 
when ihe accountants went 
through Hills' hooks. The 
multi-minion pound buyout 
is said to ha\ e come close to 
stalling - because Mecca did 
not want to lake on Hills' £3m 
liability over the reappear- 
ance of Elvis. 


Progessive Muiiigan to 
make all the running 


The former National Hunt jockey Steve 
Smith Eccles (right) gives a runner-by 
runner analysts of today’s Tingle Creek 
Chase at Sandown 



ASK TOM: Pulled up in the 
Haldon Gold Cup on his sea- 
sonal reappearance at Exeter 
behind Viking Flagship. Re- 
ported to have had a viral in- 
fection, he is best watched. 


OH SO RISKY: As his name 

suggesLs. a wager on this geld- 
ing wouldn't he wise. A decent 
hurdler on his day but is no! up 
to this task. 


C ELIB ATE: Started the cam- 
paign with a win at Kcmpton but 
has fizzled out. The major play- 
ers. here look too gm h 1 for him. 


KLAJRON DAVIS: Won the 
Oueen Mother Champion 
Chase io 199r« nnd tuned up 
with a minor victory reeentlv . 
Will take all the beating. 


OR ROYAL,- Disappointing be- 
hind Simply Dashing at Arcol 
but he will be better suited by 
this two miles. Loves to come 
off a strong pace and is sure to 
be involved in lhe finish. 


MULLIGAN: Unbeaten until 
he fell in his last two races as a 
noviee. he was a creditable sec- 
ond to Viking Flagship at Ex- 
eter. making die running before- 
tiring at the lusL He should strip 
filler this time and his front-run- 
ning style will be seen to good 
effect on this track. 


VIKING FLAGSHIP: This 
great old horse doesn't know- 
how ili run a had race, as he 
proved by taking the Haldon 
Gold Cup at E\clcr on his 
reappearance. He whs pul in his 
place by One Man last lime but 
will figure prominently here 
over his best trip. 


Conclusion: I am convinced that 
we have still not seen the best 
of Dav id Nicholson’s exciting 
youngster MULLIGAN. 


I 
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m sorry. I’m an English journalist and I have fallen asleep in your toilet 



MIKE 

KOWBOTTOM 

ON THE PERILS 
OF REPORTING 
ATHLETICS 


I woke up and my trousers were 
around my ankles. Whatever it 
was, it wasn’t good. I was in a 
place that was brightly Ur and 
dimly familiar. My hotel room? 
Did I gel a taxi, then? 

No, not my hotel room. A 
toilet. A toilet in a restaurant. 
A toilet in a Basque restaurant. 
In... Spain. 

2 looked at my watch - how 
could it be 10 to 5? Because 
that would mean... that sure- 
ly would mean 1 had... where 
were the others? 

Hitching up ray crumpled 
trousers, I unlocked the door 
- good sign that, must have 
locked the door, you should 
lock the door - and stepped 
out. Unlike the restaurant I had 
visited the previous evening, 
this was a very quiet, dark 
place, not at all popular. So un- 
popular. indeed, that 1 was 
the only one in it, although 1 
was not entirely alone. 


All around the bar, lit only 
by the eerie glow of the drinks 
cabinets, hung huge hams. 
These Basques. I thought, they 
do love their meat. 

I hadn't noticed the hams on 
my way in. Then again, I hadn't 
noticed anything for five hours. 

Drink. I reflected, might 
have played its pan in my sit- 
uation. Some drink had un- 
doubtedly been drunk - a 
couple of beers, no more. Big 
ones, though- And just that one 
glass of red wine. Or so. But, 
in the evidence for the defence, 
the prime exhibit was surely 
Long Day in Hot Sun. 

Madrid's Estadio de la Co- 
munidad had turned out to be 
entirely open to the elements 
- the relevant one being fire. 
An hour into our early start to 
the day’s European Cup ath- 
letics. the sun had heated us to 
about gas mark 6. The guys 
from L'Equipe had stripped 


CRICKET 


Brilliant Hollioake 
leads from front 


Mark Baldwin 
reports from Lahore 
England 264-9 
Pakistan A 229 
England win by 35 runs 


Adam Hollioake led from the 
front, scoring 86 and taking 2 for 
3S as England heat Pakistan A 
by 35 runs in Lahore yesterday. 

Hollioakc’s brilliant innings 
from 99 balls was the centre- 
piece of England's 50-over to- 
tal of 264 for 9. He then took 
two important wickets with his 
medium pace to stamp his au- 
thority on his new position as 
England’s one-day captain. 

Graetne Hick also im- 
pressed with 50, Matthew Flem- 
ing made an invaluable 29 not 
out at the end, and the War- 
wickshire all-rounder Dougie 


Brown included two im porta nt 
□cw-hall wickets in an eventu- 
al analysis of 4 for 58. 

Dean Headley and Mark 
Ealham also contributed good 
bowling stints and Pakistan A 
were eventually dismissed for 
229 in the 49lh over. 

The Pakistani side were led 
by the former Hampshire fast 
bowler, Aqib Javed who faded 
to take a wicket in his eight 
overs. Yesterday's game was 
the first of two matches against 
Pakistan A which have been or- 
ganised to provide match prac- 
tise before tbe four-nation 
Champions' Trophy tourna- 
ment, which starts in Sharjah 
next week. 

Meanwhile, England’s chair- 
man of selectors, David Gra- 
veney, said yesterday that the 
first-class counties' refusal to 
give him total control of in- 


India make late progress after 
Atapattu steadies Sri Lanka 


India 512; Sri Lanka 286-5 


Marvan Atapattu hit a defiant 
98 yesterday to steer Sri Lanka 
towards safety in the third and 
final lest against India in Bom- 
bay yesterday. 

The Sri Lankans, replying to 
India's mammoth first-innings 
score of 512. ended the third day 
on 286 for 5, needing only 27 
more runs to avoid the follow- 
on. Atapattu. who hit a centu- 
ry in the first Test, missed a 
second one by two runs when he 
pushed a ball from the off-spin- 
ner Rajesh Chauhan into the 
hands of silly point. 

Atapattu and the night- 
watchman. Kumar a Dharma- 
sena. who resumed at the 
overnight score of 66 for 1. had 
thwarted India's bid to snatch 
the initiative with a 115-run 
stand for the second wicket. 

The pair balled through the 
morning session, before Dhur- 
masena was dismissed after 
lunch for 40. caught at mid-on 


also off Chauhan. Sri Lanka 
then reached 219 for 2 before 
India struck three limes late in 
the day as the wicket showed 
signs of wear and tear. 

Rosban Mabanama was 
caught at gully off the scaraer 
Venkatesh Prasad for 20, before 
Chauhan removed Atapattu 
and the captain, Arjuna Rana- 
tunga. in quick succession. 

Then, though, Aravinda De 
Silva (4$no), the scourge of In- 
dian bowlers over the last year, 
saw out the day in company with 
Hashan TiHakaratne. who was 
unbeaten on four. 

7frrrd day. Sri Lanka mon toss 

INDIA - First Innings 512 (S C Ganguly 171 

S H TmdUWD W& RS Dravtd 931 

SRI LANKA - First Innings 

(Ovenght 66 lor l) 

M S Atapattu c sub b Chautian B0 

HDPKDhamaBenacKiarttBbChaunan 
R S Mahanama c Kuntte b Prasad .... SO 

P A Do Siva not out 40 

*A Rarmnga c AzharuoOn b Ctaumr .. .1 

H P TMiandno not out 4 

Extras (Wtenbii «wt . 25 

■total (tor si _ 2 W 

Fa# (cont); 2- 180 5-219 4-259 5-281 
Tb bat fSKLDoSfca; WPUJC Waas:GP 
Wickramasaigha K R Pushpakumara 
BowUng (to t late): SmSh 20-1 92-0 <2rt>. 4w); 
Ifeftatesh Prasad 14-4 23- 1 (2nb); Kuiuvila t5 
2-120 {3rtj).Kirt*e3l-U-56-1 flrtt. ChaUun 
24-7-39-3 (inbl: Gangiiy 50-S-0 (2rb) 
Umpires: AV Jayaprakash (Ind) and SA 
Bucfcnor (WTj. 


teraational players was “not a 
big issue." 

Graveney, who is here in 
Pakistan as the manager of 
England's one-day squad, was 
reacting to the 10-8 first-class fo- 
rum vote against the proposal 
at Lord's on Thursday. 

Graveney said: “1 can see the 
arguments for making it official 
for the selectors to be able to 
withdraw players from county 
games if they feel they need a 
rest. 

“But I don't see this as a ma- 
jor issue as long as the counties 
appreciate that sometimes play- 
ers do need time off - and that 
we have a very busy interna- 
tional schedule over the next 18 
months. 

“Last summer we had a gen- 
tleman's agreement that any re- 
quests from us would be 
considered sympathetically, and 
as far as I am concerned it 
worked welL I certainly didn't 
have any refusals. 

“I think ir's important at tbe 
moment to stress that there is 
no perceived conflict here. We 
are more concerned with how 
England perform, and every in- 
ternational match is impor- 
tant" 

Pakistan A ivon toss 
ENGLAND 

A D Blown c Stated Nazi b Naeem 31 

TA J Stawart c Stand Nan 1 b Naeem. ....22 
B C HoScoka c Stated Nasr b Fazto ......A 

SO 

0 

... -86 

0 

a 


G A Hfc* » Stated AMd 

G P Thorpe b Fade Ahbar . ... - 
•A J Hoffloake tow b Fade Akfiar 
M A ENtam b ShaWd Airs* . . 

D R Blown run out 

M V Fleming not out 

A F Gitas 0 Fade Akbar 

D W He«#ev not out 

Extras (toft wtS. nbJ) .. . . 

Total (for 9, SO overs) 


4 

2 


-264 


FUfc 1-4ft 2-C5 l 865. 443ft 6-T7Q 6-T7Z. 7 T3B. 
8-234. 8292. 

Bowltog: Stand Nadr M-5B-0; Agb Javed 
8-1-45-0; Naeem Ashraf 6-0-31 -2: Fazio Afc- 
Oar 8-0-40-4; Aretad Khan 10-1-39-0. Shahid 
Afrid KKM8-2. 

PAKISTAN A 

Stand A!mS ibw 0 0 Brown 14 

Muhammad Ramzan tow b D Brown .. 16 

Babar Haman c & b Gfles 15 

AWitar Sarfraz c Thorpe b Eaham .. 69 

vtanai Youtara si Swwan b Hoffioake ...35 

Naeem A&teaf notout 38 

fWaam vousafi c A Bom b HoftceAe . ...4 

Statod Nazi* b Eatoam 16 

Arahad Khan c & b D Brown ..... . .6 

•Aqto Javed b □ Brown 6 

FadTAkborc Stewart b Headley 1 

Extras (02 b3> wft nbl) 9 

total (48-1 overt) 229 

FBI: 1-W. 2-4CI 3-73. 4-07. 5-E7. 6-170. 7-204. 
821ft 9-228 

Banting: Meadey 91-0-29-1:0 Brown 10-1- 
£8-4; Ffemng 5-1-22-0: G*» 8000 - 1 . Eat- 
tam KMJ-47-2; Hoffioaka 8-038-2. 

Um p i r e s: Jawd Akfttar and Nazr Jirfor. 


down to the waist. hut by noon 
the shirts were back on with the 
collars up. 

Something was nagging at 
me. . . the French, always so styl- 
ish, you didn't catch ihem 
wearing ankle socks with their 
shorts... Nagging... sports 
socks, maybe, but they looked 
OK somehow, mean!, not like 
the typical Englishman abroad 
sock! brown with a silly paltem, 
worn haif-way up a weedy 
white calf... At me. The bill’ 

There was no way I could 
have paid it. I couldn't even re- 
member what I d eaten. Oh yes 
\ could. 

Momentarily I turned back 
to the cubicle 1 had vacated as 
the thought of what could fair- 
ly be termed Exhibit B for the 
defence - plate ol odd meal - 
regurgitated itself. Bui that 
wasn’t it. Not the bill. Not the 
odd meaL What'. 1 

Bv now I was standing at the 


restaurant door. On the other 
.side v*;ts the courtyard where 
I had sal with a large tableful 
ol mv fellow loilers before that 
rising feeling - until isl.ikertblc 
as grief - had drawn me dis- 
creetly and swiftly away front 
ihe jocund throng. 

I wanted nothing more now 
than to slide between the cool 
sheds ol my hotel bed. My 
hand was on the dm»r handle. 
Maybe it was a dm »r which si tri- 
ply locked itself as it was swung 
shut. Or something like that. 
Cool sheets. fizzy mineral wa- 
ter. I turned the handle. 

To no effect, as far as Cel- 
lini; out was concerned. But in 
considerable effect as lar as fill- 
ing the restaurant with a noise 
that resembled an LA cup car 
at the scene of crime was con- 
cerned. Alter about five min- 
utes. the m »ise was replaced by 
j deafening silence. Then the 
phone behind the bar rang. 


And ns I had no other press- 
ing business. 1 answered it. 

1 couldn't understand wbat 
the man was saying - und he 
couldn't understand what I was 
saving. The Spanish phrase lor. 
“I'm sorry. I"m an English jour- 
nalist and l have fallen asleep 
in your toilet" eluded me. 

It was as l put the phone 
down that ihe nagging feeling 
suddenly turned itself into 
something more tangible. It 
wasn't nagging any more, it was 
shouting in my face. Policemen 
in Spain carry guns! Guns! 

I thought: How can I make 
it very clear - crystal clear, as 
my old headmaster would have 
said - that I am m»l a burglar ’l 

Sit by the bar. casually, as if 
you have fallen asleep there. 
But they won’t be able to see 
vnur hands. How will they 
know you don’t have a gun or 
a knife? Simply stand in the 
middle of the room with your 


arms in ihe sir.Itriedthis.lt 
was just too absurd. And ot 
course, I thought, it might 
make them think you’ve done 
something criminal and were 
owning up, whereas the imago 
you need to foster at this point 
in your life is "poor, sleepy- 
headed Englishman.” 

Torch beams swung across 
the windows. I heard the sound 
of voices. Now tbe doors were 
opening, and two very large, 
uniformed policemen were 
moving towards me with guns. 

My plans were as nothing. 
Instinctively, I embraced the in- 
ternational language of help- 
lessness - palms together as if 
in prayer at the side of my tilt- 
ed face. Then palms out- 
stretched beseechingly. 

For a moment the two big 
men looked at me with in- 
comprehension. Then one 
glanced at the other and 
grinned. 


By now, a rumpled man I 
took to be the restaurant own- 
er - and perhaps alsq the own- ; 
er of the voice on the phone i 
had joined the parly, a jacket 
over his pyjama top.Astiicy 
spoke to ton, he stared at me 

with an expression I find hard 
to describe. 

So what was it to be? The . 
policemen were taking me out- I 
side now. Oh, cool fleets and- * 
min eral water— 

Assume the best, I thought 
“Hotel Cuzco?” X asked. And-, 
one of them pointed his finger 
in the right direction, sending 
a poor, sleepy-headed Eng- 
lishman - Yesss! - off info the 

streetlit nighL 

The foregoing, obviously; is 
by way of a personal plea to all 
designers of sporting stadi- 
ums. Designers, please, go that 
extra mile and cover all the 
stands. Otherwise it wfli only 
lead to trouble— 



Adam Hollioake, the England captain, on his way to 86 in Lahore yesterday 


Photograph: Allsport 


Lara decision sparks reaction Malcolm's move is ‘big wrench’ 


Not long ago Brian Lara was the 
record-breaking batsman whose 
signing by a county side would 
have been greeted with a fire- 
work display. The reception be 
gets nowadays still generates a 
lot of heat, but it is more in the 
way of smouldering resen tmenL 

A section of the 15,1100 War- 
wickshire membership have re- 
acted to Lara's appointment as 
captain with a petition ques- 
tioning the way the West Indies 
batsman appeared to be rushed 
into the job as replacement for 
Tim Munton, last year’s injury- 
troubled captain. 

The petition organisers are 
unimpressed with Lara's limit- 
ed record as a captain and are 
concerned that “disagreements 
within the West Indies side 
could spread into Warwick- 
shire's dressing-room’’. 


“We had no problem with 
Brian when he was here in 
1994 and it was a unanimous de- 
cision - involving many former 
players - to make him captain." 
Dennis Amiss, the club's chief 
executive, said. 

“We debated the matter 
long and hard once it was de- 
cided there were loo many un- 
certainties about Tim Munton's 
match fitness for next season. 

“We talked about Nick 
Knight and Neil Smith, but de- 
cided thai if Brian were in be 
captain he would be even mi •re- 
focused and committed." 

Warwickshire appear to be 
unusually anxious about head- 
ing off a rchellion. Amiss can- 
celled a prior engagement on 
Thursday to answer questions 
at a routine social gathering at 
Edgbasion. 


Devon Malcolm's desire to win 
hack his England place has 
taken him to Northampton- 
shire. the 34-year-old paceman 
having neatly taken the middle 
slump out of Worcestershire's 
late, but forceful bid for his sig- 
nature. 

Malcolm, who became a 
free agent on 1 November af- 
ter rejecting Derbyshire's offer 
of a new contract, has signed a 
three-year deal. 

“To make such a decision 
there are a hell of lot of things 
to he taken into consideration, 
such as my family," he said. “I 
have given it a lot of thought and 
I have decided to move to give 
me the extra motivation so I can 
win by England place back.” 

The fast bowler admitted 
that leaving Derbyshire, where 
he made his debut in 1984. was 


a big wrench. “1 have had a great 
time at Derbyshire for 14 years 
and Derbyshire people have 
shown me a lot of affection, but 
you bave to move on and 1 
thought this was the best time 
to do it." he said. 

Steve Coverdale, Northamp- 
tonshire's chief executive, said: 
“He is perhaps the most popu- 
lar player in English cricket and 
is much admired as a cricketer 
and personality throughout the 
world. There has been enor- 
mous interest locally since it be- 
came known that we were in for 
him - it compares to that gen- 
erated when we signed Dennis 
Lillee 10 years ago." 

Malcolm wall team up with 
his former Derbyshire team- 
male Paul Taylor and overseas 
signing Phul Reiffel from Aus- 
tralia. 


Unreal and surreal meet in the acid-hued world of the cavorting cockerel 



CHRIS 

MAUME 

SPORT 

ON TV 


“Unreal,” Barry Davies 

said as Scotland found 

themselves in Brazil’s 
group yet again in the 
World Cup Draw (Eu- 
rosport. BBC2, 1 TV). But 
he might have been talking 
about the whole damn 
show, which was enacted 
on a stage set constructed 
by someone with either no 
taste or lots of good arid. 
A mad riot of blue, I think 
it was probably the same set 
• used for this year’s Euro- 
vision Song Contest ( which 
I only saw because, er, I was 
tied to a chair with my eye- 
lids held open like Malcolm 
McDowell inzl Clockwork 

OttOTgf). 

The BBC wisely steered 
clear of the music at the be- 
ginning or the show, while 
Eurosport gave us Youssou 
n'Dour and a French 
dwuaacvtoo seemed to be 
called Axle Red (one or Du- 
lux's new range, apparent- 


ly) singing the diabolically 
awful France 9S anthem. Via 
Eurosport's lousy sound it 
came across like an emas- 
culated Paul Simon circa 
Graceland. Pele lookalike 
N’Dour, though, is a gen- 
uine star - despite his jack- 
et, which was dearly 
modelled on that coraea- 
abrasing bluc-and-white- 
flecked number that Man- 
chester United wore as 
their 13lh away strip a few 
years ago (for Coca-Cola 
Cup second leg: when there 
was an R in the month. I 
seem to remember). 

He and Mile Red were 
joined by a bunch of kids 
dressed in an overblown 
parody of street style, 
dancing with those jerky 
mannerisms so beloved of 
Janet or Michael Jackson 
( I can never tell which one 
is which these days). 

The Beeb kicked off in- 
stead with one of those 


clip-sequences they love so 
much (and generally do so 
well), all the most famous 
World Cup moments over 
some rather cheap disco 
nonsense (whoever selects 
their muse which is usually 
done brilliantly, let them- 
selves down on this occa- 
sion). Then after accounts 
of how England and Scot- 
land made it this far, h was 
on to the Old Depend- 
ables in the studio, where 
Jimmy Hill pronounced 
bimself “frightened al- 
ready" and wondered 
where Paraguay was. The 
ever-prescient Alan 
Hansen picked Romania as 
the seed to be seen with. 

In Marseilles, Davies 
was hs usual slightly don- 
nish self, wearing his eru- 
dition like an old, comfy 
cardigan, On stage, the 
show was being presented 
by a couple of TFJ pre- 
senters. Roger Zabel and 


Carole Rousseau (I don't 
know if she was born free, 
but she wasn’t in chains). 
Eurosport's .Archie Mc- 
Pherson (who has written 
on Scottish foothall for this 
paper ) was doing a perfectly 
gr*xl job. but it’s difficult to 
match Bazzn’s languidly el- 
egant way with words. 

Sepp Blatter was run- 
ning the show-, complete 
with one of those micro- 
phone headsets also pop- 
ularised by Janet Jackson 
to a fair number of whis- 
tles from the crowd (every- 
one who set fool on stage 
to help with ihe draw also 
had them, which seemed a 
little superfluous us no 
one except Blatter and the 
TFl couple spoke. 

Brazil, naturally, were 
first out or the hat -or flash)’ 
salad bowl, in foci - and 
Ronaldo was brought on. 
fresh from the exhibition 
gome, in which he'd cap- 


tained the Rest of the 
World (he must have had to 
hurry, though he didn't 
have much in the way of hair 
to dry). As each team was 
drawn, a player from that 
country was icd on by one 
of a team of hostesses, to sit 
by the side of the stage like 
guests on This Is }bur Life 
und do little else (nothing 
else, in fact). It was inter- 
esting that nut of the 32. two 
did not look like refugees 
from an Armani fashion 
.shout - Paul Ince and Gor- 
don Durie. who were wear- 
ing those big football a nits, 
no doubt to fulfil some 
sponsorship deal (if mv ears 
didn 1 deceive me. Iw the 
way. the Scot, who had 
been hilled for the after- 
noon s game as lan Durie. 
suffered further nomcnelu- 
turial indignity when he 
was ushered on to the .stage 
as Darren Jackson). 

Famous former p| av- 


ers were enlisted to help 
with the draw, including 
my hem from the I9S2 
World Cup. Marius Tresor. 
who hud the air of an en- 
lightened African head of 
Stale. Once each salad 
bnwl was manned, the 
show resembled the set of 
the Fifteen To One quiz, 
show, which 1 was once 
forced to watch one after- 
noon in a similar manner 
to the Eurovision. 

In stark contrast to the 

dignified heari ng » if Tresa ir 
and the other elder lumi- 
naries were (he antics of 
Fuulix. the infernally irri- 
tating mascot, which I 
guess is supposed to re- 
semble the Gallic cocker- 
el. The creature pranced 
around the stage 1« »r ni > ap- 
parent reason - al! cockerel 

and hull i| you ask me. 

Once the draw was un- 
derway. there were, fortu- 
nately. tew interruptions. 


and MC Blatter zipped 
through it ail with a thor- 
oughly professional air. 
There was a cutaway ,>( 
Glenn HodJje looking 
suitably smug when Entf- 
land were given a fiu’rK 
easy ride, though Craia 
Brown looked a little 
taken aback. 

Back in the studio 
(once again the BBC wise- 
ly avoided the music, a kind 
of. salsa w ithoui the spice ), 
Jimmy IiiJ| was playing 
Nostradamus. “You can 
lunk at five of the groups 
and l ean pick ihe results 

™ ^ id. I wish ihev'd 

held him to that. 

When it comes to the 
Synts. lie was probably 
right. You can see it now'-, 
gallant defeat to Brazil, 
goalless draw against Nor- 
way. apoealpytic pratfall 
against Morocco. Thev 
needn 1 bother uuint* 
real | v . " 


SPORT ON 
THE INTERNET - 

Reggae Boyz 
of Jamaica 
call the tune 

So now we know the 
draw and what England 
and Scotland have to do 
to qualify for the last 16. 

According to the 
world rankings on the 
official website of Fifa, 
world football's govern- 
ing body. England are m 
the toughest group. Eng- 
land are ranked at 6, up 
from 12 at the beginning 
of the year, but Romania 
are 5, Colombia 9 and 
even Tunisia are 23. Scot- 
land are our at 36, behind 
all three of their group. 
Brazil (1), Norway (14) 
and Morocco (16). 

The site also contains 
such gems about the of- 
ficial match balL which 
“features a newfy engi- 
neered hi-tech foam lay- 
er, which improves on 
the high compression 
rapid responce {sic] 
polyurethane”. It is also 
“softer and faster than its 
predecessor". Well I'm 
glad 1 know thaL 

Perhaps I tried the 
site on a busy day. but 
there were problems get- 
ting through to various 
other sections. It does 
have the feel of an offi- 
cial site with the conser- 
vatism one might expect 

A plethora of more in- 
teresting unofficial sites is 
bound to spring up. The 
unofficial World Cup site 
is a little more lively and 
has all the qualifying re- 
sults. history phis videos 
of great goals from World 
Cups from 1930. 

One of the more 
interesting associated 
World Cup sites is Reg- 
gaeboyz, the unofficial 
site of Jamaica. There is 
great debate going on 
whether their English- 
bom. but Jamaica-qual- 
ified players should be 
added to the squad. You 
can add your vote. 

The official England 
site is disappointing. You 
wt iuld be hard pressed to 
kn»»w that there was a 
World Cup next year. Jet 
alone with England play- 
ing in iL The Jamaica site 
puts it to shame. 

For a good World 
Cup archive and statistics 
site you could do mudi 
worse than ibe Interna- 
tional Football Archive, 
which includes a full 
World Cup section. 

You have to be se- 
lective in your web 
searches. Entering 
“Fifa” gives you a drum 
and bass group of that 
name led by Digital Bob. 

- Edward Abelson 


addresses 

Official Fifa cite 

World Cup F r anc a98 (un- 
official site) 

hit p://*ww». worWcup WM 
ndathmn 

Jamaica's Web Stta 
^'V/wwvuegqarixwz.com 

tntamatiormMWorU Cup 
Archive 

htto./Awww.nlafliNa 

*WfWoupJi|ni 
Sporting ifo 
W1p://wwwH}or«g<fa 

omaocx^oMa^/r^ 
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Randell at hub 
of Hart's 
philosophy 


ir 1 <. 


Where on earth do they 
find them? The All 
Blacks’ anguish at the 
loss of the great Zfnzan 
Brooke from their 
illustrious back row has 
been softened by the 
emergence of another 
Maori maestro blessed 
with the full range of 
talents plus a few extra. 
Chris Hew&t lifts the lid on 
Taine Ran del l, a New 
Zealand captain in 
waiting. 


So who is the player of ihis ex- 
traordinary New Zealand tour, 
the noir de la noir of the 1997 
All Blacks? Christian Cullen, 
perhaps? It seems churlish not 
to bestow the accolade on the 
/ worlds only untackleable full- 
\ ■ back. How about Jonah Lomu, 
who now defies medical science 
as well as opposition defences, 
or Robin Brooke, whose skill at 
organising four-on-three over- 
laps contrasts sharply with the 
inability of British second rows 
to organise anything more com- 
plicated than a knees-up in a 
brewery? 

Worthy candidates all. but 
not quite worthy enough. The 
stand-out player an the current 
record-breaking rampage 
through England and Wiles is 
Tainc RandelL the quietly in- 
dustrious but hugely effective 
blind-side flanker from Otago 
.. whose performances in one of 
■ . powerhouse positions of New 
Zealand rugby lore - Peter 
Jones, Kcl Trcmuin. Ian KJrk- 
pa trick. Mark Shaw. Alan 
Whctlon and Michael Jones are 
among the luminaries or the 
past - have earned him a 
foothold in the grandest of 
grand traditions. His stock is 
now remarkably high: no one se- 
riously doubts that he will lead 
the All Blacks into the 1999 
World Cup. always assuming 
that the ailing Scan Fitzpatrick 
does not manufacture a Second 
Coming. 

“There have been a few 
things said and written back 
home about the captaincy, but 
it's simply not an issue as far as 
I’m concerned." insisted Ran- 
dell this week. “My sole aim is 
I’ ’ to retain my place in the Test 
’• side and when you look at the 
quality of the other guys in the 
squad who have the same thing 
in mind, it is a lough enough call 
to bo going on with." His in- 


herent modesty inspires an ex- 
pression of embarrassed horror 
when it is suggested that he 
might fill the chasm at No 8 left 
by Zinzan Brooke, who retires 
from representative rugby at 
Twickenham this afternoon. 
“Oh God, please don’t put me 
in that bracket," he pleads. 

Yet Randcll is that good. His 
performance in overshadow- 
ing the brilliance of Cullen, 
Jeff Wilson and the rest during 
the SO-point jamboree against 
Llanelli at Stradcy Park a 
month ago had John Hart, the 
All Black coach, singing his 
praises from the West Wiles 
rooftops - “Jeez, did you see 
RandeU out there?" he beamed 
- and was all the more impres- 
sive for the fact that he had 
spent the previous seven weeks 
on the treatment table. After 
Tour weeks of careful reflection. 
Hart was equally fulsome when 
he returned to the subject in 
London on Thursday. 

“I sometimes sit down with 
Zinzan and say: ‘Let's talk 
about Taine, let's compare the 
two of you at 23.' And Zinny is 
always quick to admit that Taine 
is much, much further along the 
road in terms of development 
What we have here is a young 
man who made the All Black 
team and captained Otago at 
both provincial and Super 12 
level while completing a double 
degree in law and commerce. 
He passed with honours, too, 
and that tells me something 
about his quality. If I have to 
criticise him. I'd say he needs to 
get in the gym and work on his 
strength. But he has all the tal- 
ents and the maturity to max- 
imise them. He’s a natural role 
model.” 

At 21 years and 275 days. 
Randcll became the second 
youngest All Black captain in 
history when he led the mid- 
week “dirty dirties” during the 
triumphant 1996 tour of South 
Africa. Hart now believes he 
was guilty of gilding the lily in 
fast-tracking his protege with 
such velocity - “he coped pret- 
ty well, but it was a burden he 
could have done without given 
oil the other demands on his 
lime” - but the man-boy had 
long been used to early and un- 
expected advancement. 

He made his provincial de- 
but at 17. spent three seasons 
with the New Zealand Colts 
rather than the usual one and 
captained them while still a full 
year short of optimum age. “It 
just seems to be the way of 
things with me.” said RandelL 



Scotland fear cricket score 
rout at hands of Springboks 


Taine Randefl has been the outstanding player on this tour 


Photograph: Robert HaJlam 


unable to offer the remotest ex- 
planation for his startling pre- 
cocity. “It's funny, actually. 1 first 
played rugby at a hometown 
dub where the lower age limit 
was five. ( was four at the 
time.” A law-breaker, eh? If the 
police bad been alerted there 
and then. England might have 
been spared the clinical try he 
scored against them at Old 
Trafford a fortnight ago. 

Having watched from the 
bench as his beloved Otago un- 
veiled a prototype All Black 
game plan against a bewildered 
Lions side as far back as 1993. 
Randcll is now a key component 
of aTest back row at the hub of 
Hart's new-age rugby philoso- 
phy. Typically, he makes no 
grandiose claims on behalf of 
himself or the team. “There is," 
he emphasises, “no great mys- 
tery to what we do out there on 
the pitch. 

" I suppose we instinctively Gt 
in with each other because the 
basic skills of the game are 
handed down from generation 
to generation - rugby runs in the 
blood in New Zealand, it's in the 
soil -but there is a bottom line 
to all this and it's simply that we 
have some very good players in 
our team at the moment. The 


faster and wider you play the 
game, the greater the demands 
on your s kills. If you can’t play 
football under pressure, the 
whole things falls flat on its face. 

“lake Zinny, for example. 
He is capable of anything, ab- 
solutely anything, but when you 
play alongside him you know he 
will perform the basics as a. first 
priority, that be will take the ball 
up properly and make his tack- 
les. There is no place to bide on 
the Test paddock, not with 
these guys around you. 

“It doesn't always go to plan. 
We very nearly went down to 
South Africa in Johannesburg a 
few mouths back; we’d stayed in 
Sun City, the temperature was 
off the scale and when we ran 
out at Ellis fork, we were al- 
ready jaded. Hie Boks sensed 
that and ran in a couple of ear- 
ly tries and we bad to dig very 
deep to get out of there with a 
win. Now I’d much prefer it if 
we blitzed every team we played, 
but there was a different sort of 
enjoyment to be derived from 
being up against the wall, from 
being taken to the limit. It’s then 
that you look at yourself in the 
shaving minor and your eyes 
stare back at you, straight and 
true. Incredibly satisfying,” 


And today? What abont 
England? “I think it will be dif- 
ferent to last year, when I 
played at Twickenham with the 
New Zealand Barbarians. We 
wanted' to win that one. of 
course, but it wasn’t aTest. The 
game came at the end of a long 
season 3nd the pressure was off. 
A Test is something else, be- 
cause the silver fern is sacred 
and we all feel the responsibil- 
ity we owe to the shirt. This win 
be serious.” 

Thanks, Taine. Very reas- 
suring. For anyone who has 
managed to erase last season’s 
scoreline from their memory, it 
finished like this: England 19, 
New Zealand Baa-Baas 34. 


It was the South Africa. ’ 
XV of 1951 who inflicted 
the heaviest defeat on 
Scotland. However, Simon 
Turnbull has a strong 
feeling that the record 
books will be revised fay 
the Boles of *97 in 
Edinburgh today. 


Scotland, it would appear, do 
not have the ghost of a chance 
at Munrayfield this afternoon. 
Having nailed France and Eng- 
land by record margins, the 
Mallett-driven Springboks seem 
destined to conclude their Eu- 
ropean tour by administering the 
biggest hammering of the lot 

JimTelfer, the Scottish Rug- 
by Union’s director of playing op- 
erations, has suggested it would 
take “a miracle” to bring about 
a victory that, in his estimation, 
would rankas “Scotland’s great- 
est rugby achievement" And 
The Scotsman, while pondering 
the possible selection permuta- 
tions, pointed out that the one 
most likely to succeed, “playing 
all 26 squad members at once, is 
apparently in contravention of 
the laws". 

Such defeatist talk is not the 
canny Caledonian kidology it 
might once have been. The 
ghosts of pre-Christmas games 
past are threatening to haunt 
Scottish rugby today. 

The nightmare 37-8 defeat 
inflicted by a less than accom- 
plished Australia is still fresh in 
the memory - a performance, 
more faint-heart than Brave- 
heart, which had the punters 
pouring out towards Princes 
Street long before the merciful 
blast of the final whistle. The 
home challenge today will be to 
mend broken hearts and avoid 
further record-breaking damage 
on the scoreboard. 

South Africa may have 
crossed the equator without 
Joost van der Westhuizen and 
Andre Joubert, twin-orches- 
trators of their 34-15 win at 
Murrayfield three years ago, 
and this week been deprived of 
Henry Honiball. but the re- 
lentless progress they have 


made under the direction of 
their Hertfordshire-born coach, 
Nick MalletL suggests they are 
capable of emulating the All 
Blacks erf 1993 by becoming the 
second team to put a half-cen- 
tury of points past Scotland. 

Anything less than that 
would represent a qualified suc- 
cess in damage limitation for the 

Scots, who welcome back their 
captain, Rob Vfoinwrigbt, at 
bfindade flanker, bet who have 

been denied the totemic pres- 
ence at inside centre of Alan 
Thit. scorer of the clinching try 
in the lions' first Tfcst victory 
against South Africa at New- 
lands in June. With Doddie 
Weir and Ibm Smith also lions 
still licking wounds, Scotland 
would seem to be in danger of 
losing tty a record margin too. 

That particular humiliation 
was inflicted not bathe 51-15 de- 
feat against New Zealand four 
years ago, but by South Africa 
in November 1951. Ten of the 
Springbok XV gpt their names 
on the Murrayfield sconesheet in 
that 44-0 rout - among them 
Aaron “Okey" Gefim, the place- 
kicking Transvaal prop who 
landed seven of his nine con- 
version attempts- 

Scotland have, not beaten the 
Springboks since Ian Robertson 
and Chris Rea performed the 
dummy scissors move which 
set up Ian Smith for the clinch- 
ing try in a 6-3 victory at Mur- 


rayfield on 6 December, 1969. 
The captain that day, one JW 
Telfcr of Melrose, will not be ex- 
pecting a victorious 28th an- 
niversary present, but the 
SRlTs director of rugby will be 
hoping for a vast improvement 
on the showing that left him 
“embarrassed and ashamed" 
at Murrayfield a fortnight ago. 

MalletL publicly at least, 
claims to be wary of a potential 
backlash. “I hate coming in 
against a side like Scotland, who 
are coming off a bad (Meat and 
being written off” he said. 

In his days as a padded-up 
Oxford Blue, Mailed once came 
in against Ian Botham - and 
struck him for three sixes in one 
ewer. The fear of Scotland is flat 
South Africa’s coach could be 
chasing a cricket score again this 
afternoon. 

# Cardiff and the Welsh Rug- 
by Union are poised to settle 
their differences and finalise a 
10-year loyalty agreement next 
week. The Arms Park dub are 
the only side from the eight- 
strong Welsh Premier Division 
not to have signed a formal con- 
tract with the WRU. Once they 
come to an arrangement they 
will be paid around £220,000 in 
bade payments from the union. 

Cardiff have refused to have 
television cameras at their 
ground for league matches, 
putting the WRUs contract with 
S4C and HTV at risk. 


SCOTLAND v SOUTH AFRICA 


at MumiyffeJd 

-Melrose 15 P Montgomery. 
.Leicester M J Small. 


R Shepherd— 

C Joiner 

A Stanger — Hawick 13 ASnyman. 

C Chalmers — Melrose 12 R Muir 

D Stark Glasgow II P Rossouw. 

G Townsend— Northampton 10 J De Beer- 


ANfcoL 


.Bath 


D Hflton. 


.Bath 


G Bulloch W of Scotland 

M Stewart Northampton 

S Campbell Dundee HSFP 

S Murray Bedford 


WSwanepoeL 


_W Province 
_WPrwnce 
_N Transvaal 
JA/ Province 
_W Province 
—free Slate 
Free State 


O du Randt .Free State 

J Dalton- —Gauteng 


A Garvey. 
K Otto 


-Natal 


M Andrews. 
J Erasmus. 


_N Transvaal 
Natal 


.free State 


R Wainwright— Wats, capt 

E Peters Bath 8 GTeichmann Natal capt 

7 A Venter- -Free State 


Smith. 


.Moseley 


Replacements: K Logan (VNtapft D Roptoc o me nt al J Swart (Western 

U— — — i ^ at ^ ~ * - — - — 

noon iwaxsaoHraj, v ai iiihiui« 

(Newcastle): P Wa tton (Nnadi): G 
Graham ( N wq a l ^ J Hay (Hawick). 


Referee: P Thomas (France) 


PrawtnCTftOWtZyip V ii u fcna Plains); 
A AWcen (Western Province): W May- 
er 1 (Free Sties). N Drotske (Free Sotet 

Kick-off: 3.0 (BBC I) 


WEEKEND FIXTURE GUIDE 


TODAY 

Football 

3 O unless stated 

HYUAN LEAGUE Framer DMston: DUvncn 
Hrrta V C^ritortCTi Ajr*jte. Er*o<d v KrKpMn- 
or HevfcMgr 1 SwVt. \i iVaflon 3 Ht-tonm. 0 «- 
tad Oly « Bishop's Sti/Uerd PuHteifl v 
Avtefaxy Utl Sutton uw , M3 ito» enough. 
'■raJmj v ftehffi Town First Division: Aang 
Oar tan * Ssjrw^ Town. ALHeAta tom v Ml- 
ffrrj Barton toerc v Thumo LM HSacav Term 
v Eeiuanstad tan. Bonier Rccc tan, nvetj- 
afread Utt Owtev tarn • U-shemaxi Crey 
dan v Grays Atsrac. itmpDn v SSJcmv. loyOT 
Pennant v WoWn^um tan , fere- 

■ tad. WhytelMJa « Wmekiv Second Otvtelan: 

■ Brcmtrce tarn Saw** tan viffrid- 

ier & Eton; Echam Town , Brtctat* Town. Ha- 
sham it Ota'^nl St Pctor Hungettad Towrn v 
Whrcnhw Turn: LegWan tan i akJacmi 
Uartaa v Bafkid tarn. Kicntircicd -• CtMdwt: 
TJbmy -i Uarapctfan Botar taargA uedam 
vCamoyfedand. VWtftam tarn v BarWoad am 
wc TIM OMtoore Artsy v Saunas Circveta 
Tcran t East Tfwock UW. Claotan , cucknoS 
Heath. CromfatAOTelicv Ftrtw T-awn Hcrwl 
Hen^xatua » Ocrtag. Hufiwftirch .• Cwntrii- 
anOxaafc Lewes v Epsom & 5«fl. Ting tarn 
v hnpbury tain: Wirev Fold urd. Wngie & 
Rnctwy v (tertfesd Toon 
UNI BOND LEAGUE PraraW DMston: sne- 
<dumii Fntfov. BjaTCnvLe^tfM.BliiftSpat' 
tarevBcsWiUW Ttawyn * GarrocicM^i 
tally. Gusetev v Awngton Suntay Hv* Ur a 
v Etatiop Auckland Manno « Uutassw Baa 
cktto Borough v Ctcrkrr Rirwsn jAttaty 
taan. Sponn-, mcor V WirstOhJ Utd FW* Dtwl- 
■on AshttnUldv Uatlodi term. Bradtod Pad- 
Amctjo . DrwtxJax Boot v Whifcv&ty East 
wood Iran v Wbrttatta 1 ' Harwood 

tarn V SKtastaidgo Park stoefc. Qwra i » fare- 
Ipy Crtic: Lincoln Utd v vVwfcv taen: Nctm 
MB v Fhtar Irdtad r SctDCT tam. \Wtn 

Ati>cn v Hsrrogau tavn v.ctfcap Ttwn v Con- 
gteton tom 

\ Dfl MARTENS LEAGUE Pramta DMskm (■»- 

• turns not on pootl coupons): Bonntjom 
Harare w Aiharocrw Uid. Birtat Aftmn v PCS- 
Okcen Ttawa. Ctasii.'v tain i Waceale' 
Cttr. Hakraorim tam \ Djtrfc^Br, 3t lixrenS 
Stamooh ■- filcuceslci C-iy Tarovcrth v HX3- 
nqs Tc.m MKfland Ohtaioir EeJaciOi Utd t 
RtidiiUh L*td. Blctcn tan . Ewjdtam UW. 
BracWuv TcmnvthicMrtrlh'j Cotby tam . Sut- 
on ta'-n Uoo< i>>cn v ESioruI Ftc 

nq wodmct v Sdhut Brvoogh. Haunts tan 
v Grarttram tan. SntEKhod C.iuro* P.trwi 
ttawre v’S Rugw v St.’urturdoi: Bo u thnn i tx- 
vbiotc Bacntnv w ttawpert ■.;««: CtK*reSonJ 
Oh v rtatport iOtuontj: Cn*rt»d tan t. Faro- 
hgm tarn- Ertdt iLBshedeier CLivooon Town; 

Paha fiatHic « i Dtences- 

ta taro. Tionttid'Jt tan v ftmiotvlle. 

^trV r ■ rt UflTB V rtlvJril rJU’T IV ymoiiin M 

Atagant, Witnoy v ««:<: '»*> ■ "vital 

WtNSTDHLEAD KEMT LEAGUE hrsi DMston: 
Ocmtttjn v Tinfcnd*' VW4s. B.rr v Can 

tatstfy Orv. 9 Wo Gram v Ciacsortsa 
UMJET SUS5EX COUNTY LEAGUE Fir3 DL 
vision: fcud » HaHnrt tan- Chiftt'flrv Ctv 
v Easibovnu tarn Kraotfii. °»yiom Lite 
h-impwn fcnui v VKhWhae* P^M.'Jutien i 
v Rtx3>i •• ShcnJan. Rng 

ires v MteOA. S«*tnlBd vBugtiiFfl Tjmi. 

ft's* V Kaytyn YU^A John O'Hara Loagyo 
Cias soctatd round: Larrjwv Spcts i. 
UHL5POHT UWTBP COUKTIES LEAGUE 
Premier Division- Bourn*? j nunrumgicn 
ioartas. aonjtam « Et-nA^v i. Cttysim 
•i Vad-r Feed Sports v Ssaicno. Ho&iarti v 
ttUhnjiXWutf. Lc«5 * SWlSa r* 

WivKcrertan: El Ncatr-v Boson tan ngfl 
tan u umees BraAsicno 
SCREWFIX DIRECT LEAGUE Pramlor Dtw- 

4> stare eyrsx« tan 

T twm v Gdd Dorm. Butoort v PaUtai Rorora. 
C*o tan WPOtAd UK Mnfcitnni Town 
v E»fc»5nr. I* nasi tarn e Qnai Xexnn tan 
i Vr&rtyyr. tamgtan v Chcpenhtrn tan 
Vi. vatu'-, Uid v KcvmHnn tan 

flORTHERN COUKTIES EAST LEAGUE Pm- 

ram DtvtateW Cuxltn A-hta . Am.^d tai. 


Eodush* Uid v Sefiy Tbinn. GteshartBon WfeJ- 
bre v ShsKieid. Habra v (taai i act Cofcnoa. 
itrteid Mon v Picfcsmg tan. HUAnol tan 

v Deraby Urated- 1 ' 

tare: Uahtry- MW 
lA«ed vDocUey.l 
NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE Fta IV 
visioir AJtsvtrriCoienKvRnnEijaiarn Uid. 
HasSngden v SaHoW Cay. Hdfcer Old Bcy» i 
ABiorton Ut Rosamdate Utd v MoMtoy. SI Ho- 
lera tan v Dvinen League Cup s econd 
round: Buscou^i , Noiaan. Casteton Gabnefe 
v Careen p North End. CWraoo v vatnrai OA. 
CtoTM-atK Utd v Nousacde tart. KdastaraAih- 
tau: v Chaddcrron. Uama (tad v Bbr*p°oi 
Hovore. Nanisrlch tan « Pmscot CaUe'.: 
SiMTSdato Utd v vvarangten Town 
JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE Nmtaury v Eaa- 
tattonv AetrearuaLffea. StoBVartsita v 
Gcaporr Borough, Chdiltidi v Wirabome 
tan Ccaroton v Lymngton. Hornsey "tan v 
Cowes Sports. Thashom tan v BAT Sports. 
WtKd&rch Utd v Bourrmmouth 
JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Ptemrar Divi- 
sion. Bury tarn v Wta ot tadij o Town, By Cay 
» Clacton tan, FeKxataM Port & Town v FA- 
ertvrntan Gorte^ton v Tptreo Uid. rtdaead 
tan v HanMdi S Rutuestan: Hsta v Ds* Tbwrr. 
LcwcsMU tan v W*tra« StatnarkM tan 
v J*wma.-xei tan. Sudtary wanderets v 
Great Vormctim Tovai. Wtmon Utd v Sutbury 
tan- WrtBham v Soham Town Rangere 
INTERLINK EXPRESS MRXAND ALLIANCE 
Pctohora tan , HalcSumn Harm tndusMti 
Rewinds Leagu e Cup: Barwef v Ftfcol Via: 
Knyporetov Vronra v Roshal Olympic: ttase- 
Ursn « Kr«, Ncrtc n tan. Sarnndl Bcrougn 
< Sarafcadtam. *3«Tns tarn v OXXtory Utd. 
VMrinerjKM v Btaroch tarn. BaUnere v 
Bnd^unti tan; WSertal Town v Rocsser 
ARNQTT MSURANCE NORTHERN LEAGUE 
Firsl Drvtaton: Bilnghara tan v PotMh: Con- 
sul v Stccfctc n ; Cimam Cay v Bocfcrjton Ter- 
lass. Easwyat v Otftston FB Horthalertonv 
Crw* tan Seeham Rod Star v Miami. 
Shldon v BAngtum Synthontc Sooth Sntfds 
v Giwi>mugh. ta La» v Uotpoth 
LEAGUE OF WALES: Caomorton Town v 
Aty-rv^aylP (231 Conr ate Qay v C am mlh c n 
tan Etc* Vote v Fbre CJ(S. Haver- 

terthtart v Cemaes Yny^ 1 *ta CJC*: irwr Ca- 
bto-Tal CvtWI v Banm Cay C0| Newimm v 
Com, 13301. ft n Thmadoq j Cacmro (230). 

Town vHhyl (2301. TNS UjrcarttiraP 
v Barry tan C3GI. VMNStpccI v Crvntvan C30t 
PRESS A JOURNAL HIGHLAND LEAGUE B- 
y vOJgraaia3n:FctnasMe mus gtattao- 
rorcifi- For WSam v Kara Cany. Hnty w 
BtnRanon. ijmhvCoveRr^jcr^ Pctortioad 
V Thutto. HothOS v WSeh Academy 
SMIRNOFF tnSH LEAGUE Premier Dtvtaton: 
At* v BaDym.-na. GXncran v Crusaders Ul- 
Bc« u aenwnn. Ontacfr v dSomro. Portad- 
onn ii CLftonvSie FW DMson: Batydare v 
Card. D cal c ry v Barcjar Dwgamon Srotrs 
v lUevrfY. Lame v lirnar.tiv 
HARP NATIONAL LEAGUE OF IRELAND 
Premier ONIston: Kftesny v UCD mat 

Rugby League 

? 0 uttfoss Suiiii 

SILK CUT CHALLENGE CUP First nxmd! 
Enarfiton PH v HUS Doctere. CMttesSm e 
Vfea Londan; DswAiry Moor v Duttn; Ec- 
ck*s v Fcathurotone Lnns. EBenhoraugh v 
CHJ5fieWs: Fanrvorth ROB v Ltuvca. idea) 
AS u i-krasle* Warms. Leigh East v East 
WiL LertQcn Sruiara v My ton Waraorc: M- 
taC y Queens «*am v Yort Acorn. MaU- 
qrecti v Banow iSWtt New EarevneA v WK: 
Mcriand WertfeU Horf: Nomuntan » FcH- 
(y Lane. Chiton v Loughbamu^ Uhnwra- 
ly. Ownden v DodwPrth. Queenatttay v East 

Lee*. RK***',V»3**St J11S05. 9wnGt053 

r Oav«i : Satsa v Ln»y: Sswiryjey v Not 
hnonanv tasde •* Lews UraversCy; Wa 
lethead v vv-stgato ^edoiir. West BowLn, 3 
v Tnomtifl. VVnan Rose BR v Kpfe. WDrm 
ViJO) i- Fie-i-n TrareOss. Jcrsi rjoonfs Ui 
-.ersity v Eoscrarnt 


Rugby Union 

INTERNATIONAL HATCHES 
England v Now Zealand (20) . 
let Twickenham) 


Scotland v South AAtee (30) 

(at UurrayhakTl. 

TETLETSBUTSt COUNTY CHAMPKMSMP 
Neath end Hldhsnds League One: Ctartra v 
VUarwdtsteo (2301 tat AioaOWJ: Notts. Uxs 
& Deroy v CXrtnm UUO) iat Newark) League 
Ttao: LateoarsHrev North UOands G3J) (at 
Stowsgam. 

NORTH AND MIDLANDS LEAGUE Three: 
East Uidanfla v SLaHordstwo p3fl) (at 
Northampton!: Vorastwe v Nortfurtelanti 
1215) far Otfeyl South League One: Suuexv 
Eastern Comes (261 tat Lewes); South 
Leagua Two : Ooresi & WBs v I ta i l t uuatau 
C3<5 ft* Sabsbuy). Soutti L e ag u e Three: 
Hampstve v Surrey (2tg tat US Portsmouth) 
Strath League Four Udefesax v Scmere« 
C30I (a Stamest 

ROYAL AW) SUN ALLIANCE COLTS COUN- 
TY FINAL: Gloucesrarsrwe Colts v Noth MS 
lands Colts (120) (of Tw aAe n ha ra). 
CHOTEWtAM AND GLOUCESTER CUP 
Group A: Gkracester v Fytde (C30) - WcAeMd 
v West Hartlepool (t20) Group B: Exeter v 
Leicester am. Raheth am v London hah (3.6) 
Group C: Wdertoo vCovmtry (26L Group D: 
ni ehmond v gedtard (tmy 
JEWSON NATIONAL LEAGUE One: Rimy v 
Newtxay not Too North: Manchester vSan- 
CM (2T5y 

WELSH NATKHUL LEAGUE Prowler 0M- 
aian: Bridgend v Swarceo (20): Usroi v Ebbur 
Vate GaTwaalhv ftmtypndd (20). Newport v 
CanSft (am Rrat DMWon: Aberavon v New- 
bndry* cm, Abertfcry v Oinvara (20). Bony- 
moon v Bacfcwood (20): Cawphcv v South 
Wate FWce (211); Qoss «9Y9 v ftrnooy (20): 
Uaestcci f Ma C33). Merthyr * Ltatary 
(20). LlWiC (CartHI test] v Pcwypod CO) 

AS LEAGUE Fine DMahat: BtacLroCk L 
» Lvnoowne CJR: Dot*wi a Garnowen ( 
Oinoamon * Constaubcn ffSO). CM Behedem 
vBattvmena[23a. ferenreovStMaryi C3CJ. 
Y<MtgtA*tatevCtoroart(228kSecond0trt- 
akm: DLSP v Gaioeyns 1290): Deny w BUc- 
cateas <230 . Greysaanos a CU Wwtey (230|: 
kefcniarc v Bectrw Rangers (230). ttalano * 
MGrtacown (230); Windnrera » &ente (2301 
CLUB MATCHES: B»mnghom/Sc0ua v 
aorasgure G38). LcrtfcnWth y Bnstd (CO); 
FVnoudt v Benv tso (230). Reituffi v St hras 
12301. RcrMyn Pad. v IMalsa* (CO: SWMd 
. Norantymm pm», Slourtaidge i yita^ster 
(2301: Vtesttn-rapcr Mve « Loneoaon (301 

Hockey 

NATIONAL LEAGUE FVaraMt: CStmodi v Bar- 
fad Trjere lUJ). Dcncaotet v Beosten (130L 0*d 
LouqhOTans v Cantertury PO: Read ta r 
Gofabrd Southgate yHouretow(zm. rad- 
t*qor, y £*AOnttoad (20 Id Reeds 5chod) 
WOMEN'S NATIONAL LEAGUE Premier. 
CWton 5catB=h Ufa v Trapre (C30); DcncaafB 
v Slough m30); FUHumn v Stolen C uUlfafcJ 
(IMSi; Ota Tbrraaiwi v (pywch CA RratM- 
vfilon: aadtora Swnhorttar* v Ota n rford 
Hi^ntay (120): LougHxxou^i Students v 
BradmeS (230). Suratertand v Cantamay 
(Ttag. WnttKdBi y Letesw (120) 

Ice hockey 

BENSON AND HEDGES GUP Final; Cotttf 
Cevfo v Ayr SdOtWi Eagtes (TO (to ShefieU 
Arena, r. 

Basketball 

BUDWBSS) LEAGUE; Dotby Stnrai v Greater 
London Lraponb (73m. 

UM-BALL TROPHY: Rnnafl LAoester Ikfae 
v Newc.tyfc Eagles 173m. Thanos Vafloy 
Tgw v MUM Borafa «D). TTT ISE WaUtng 

Brare v Converse Cfy^td Pnlaca (&£H 


Other sports 

BG0ONG:VybrfetBa^aCouKfh»na)ORalsu- 
P8HMGMBMBM Me- H OoNm OrefSdtt hod- 
tovVftaee (US^Yacani Co m n u— uui U i 


Batar BMchj); vase Intecn ai la na l suw-ttan- 
tanrawoM Btle: P IMMigs (Harrow hdefa* v H 
Hdrtan (Rus) (« WgndMyArme). 

TENWS: AIP Sertar Ttor d Chanpicns («r fty- 
at Abort HaB. London) 

ROWING tone Wortd SoMng Chaknpt 

TOMORROW 

Football 

HARP NATIONAL LEAGUE OF BtOAND 
Prander DMslorc Derry City « Cartt CRy pm 

Rugby Union 

ZOunteo. sBeetf 

TETLETS BmEH COUNTY CHAMP! 0NSH3> 
North end Mksanda Laegw 'Nra: Cheshra « 
Lanaghra (23a (at Saw South Lea g ue 
TWo: Oouceaterenea v BeAshre (23Q UtLyti- 
nav) South League Four Devon v Oxfadshre 

S30 [at Bamctspiet. 

5BU TEN rens VE1VET CUP Fourth ro ond: 

tuun Acads v DHtart. HbmK* v Lantontrr. 
HarttsFP vAman; Jod-farea»QBreodt; KrV- 
caiay » taty Acaos. Ltntthgow * Braa^hn**-. 
Me*oee y Grteireano u tfi. LAjnryWid y Kelso: 
Afassdfajrtoi V iSfile; PoaUas v Gad: SSrtog 
Couty y GodErtarc. &jJ3wnrK*. * tOs ty 
nrate: West ol Scadmd v Glasgow 9outhran 
SRU TENANTS VEU/ET BOWL Hist round: 
CtonoMBHSFPyfMtootj.CnnmOPvEO- 
rtxa^h Urt»r. Chrtetrarti v kweriadt Ban w Duv 
bar. Hand) Hariereers v A utuso an Acads. 
Hteanabun#! y Wbtecrags; ngnand* Qrtuw; 
Iste to Anal v So Jt* note: Lasmade v Royal 
. Lcrn orav Carrtrastan g. Norgi Bnr wicL » 
h Wr; Pudtoeu v taitre; Pop 
v Roes rt^i; St Antoows ihv v 
SB«h»wn; Ssathctyda Utw * liar; Wbyatere/ 
Drunpefle v Merger Acad FP 
SRUTBiNENlS VELVET 8HELD First round: 
Alan Cfa» y Fonww FP. aim y Wtodamshra: 
Cuitnodi « Wtato w ntfwB. QunfarnWw v Cura- 
barnaikl FaHrk » Ayr: Haditegren y Dins: Hand- 
ton Acads » Qurafites. How to FVe v I l e al 
Trades. HutoHamr Akryaan v ebtoas Col FP. 
u*^uhe»CcrtBS»*».PimAL»BBs*ic Pia 
ston Lodge v Gfcrahs: RAF Loteemoutfi v HL 
imjudarsia. St Bosmtb vSeM. Staartry 
v Lmoscn. Stmarto Mto FP * (osobl 
AB LEAGUE PM DMalm CM Craetert v 
3htw P3m Second OMtone Sundays YW 

vurecaok 

CLUB MATCH: Hentoy * Raadng. 

Hockey 

NATIONAL LEAGUE Premier Boeann v Bar 
fadTVgBu^a-. □cfcjbsb y Care* (JH-.Eaa 
GmsteaJ y ttudoe (2aa. Gtodfad v Can- 
Mtuf fOOj, CM LougHanbns v fteaSng 
CO: HXfrgten v Sautigs {2301 tat Lensboy) 
Hot DNten: BkiOWB » Hartaston Uwt, 
CO. Sbmvde » Gtotcestar CRy (03a. aom- 
by v FtOaottb BH; toMsOiy Swtlan pa. 
CheSiSfaU V w&mngtan (U). Hii v Uratot- 
bareutoi Sraderas Efl; ftidai Gynhhana v Ho- 
vant (20. tea y Snspon (EDI; Lms v SI 
Abana (13Q. Orfad HaMs v Osfad um CO: 
ShtoWd y Hmysfedd A VWsoiesnr cm 

Baske tb all 

BU0WE1SER LEAGUE: Oonsene Oysa Paten 
v Peugeot &taa Bmn^am |6a. Shtoltod 
Snnav ITT LAElMrtwg Bows (60: ExeM 
London tam * Thomas vaisy Tigers ^3^. 
IMMALLTROPHY (Group SfagHh Oisster 
Jete y Mandxtster Gtmts £30) 

Other spores 

TEMNG: AIP Sena fan ct Ctanacm (a flou- 
to Atari KdKLondbnL 
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Opposites attract in 
old rivals’ revival act 


John McEnroe defeated 
Bjorn Borg in the Honda 
Challenge at the Royal 
Albert Hall yesterday, 

2-*» 6-3, 10-7. The tennis 
legends showed how 
entertaining play can be 
on the ATP Senior Tour 
^fld enjoyed themselves 
. so much that they 
\ requested a re-match at 
Wimbledon. 

It was not the pits, not even the 
orchestra pits, ft was simply 
beautiful tennis performed in 
the splendid setting of the Roy- 
al Albert Hall as John McEn- 
roe and Bjorn Borg escorted 
3,472 devotees on a excursion 
to yesteryear. 

Playing against each other in 
Britain for the first time since 
McEnroe ended Borg’s five- 
year reign at Wimbledon in 
1981, the pair gloried in an ar- 
ray of shots, classical and im- 
provised. 

t The scenario, a duel of op- 
tw posites in both technique and 
"• temperament, produced mucb 
that was expected - McEnroe’s 
sublime left-handed touch play, 
Borg’s breathtaking passing 
shots - plus one or two sur- 
prises. Not least of these was 
Borg’s eagerness to approach 
the net and make confident vol- 
leys, a capacity unsuspected 
when the Swede ruled Wim- 
bledon's lawns with top-spin 
from the baseline. 

So unusual was the rhythm 
of the points in these days of ex- 
plosive serving and pounding 
groundstrokes that some of the 
action appeared to be in slow 
motion. That was not merely 


due to the seniority of the pro- 
tagonists but chiefly because of 
the enduring quality of their 
timin g and anticipation. When 
it came to alacrity of movement, 
both men were equal to the de- 
mands more often than not, an 
indication of pride in perfor- 
mance and another sign of how 
perfectly matched are their 
games. 

McEnroe, three years the 
younger at 38, won, 2-6, 6-3, 10- 
7 (a “champions tie-break", 
first to 10 points, is used on the 
senior tour in the event of the 
two sets being split). The very 
notion of a tie-break delighted 
the spectators, many of whom 
recalled the drama of the shoot- 
out at Wimbledon in the 1980 
final, McEnroe edging the 
fourth set, 18-16, only to lose 
8-6 in the fifth. 

There is a risk of overcook- 
ing the ramantidsm of occasions 
such as yesterday's reunion of 
old warriors, a temptation to 
make an idyll of idols. Suffice 
to say that few present, while en- 
thralled by what they saw, 
would underestimate the supe- 
riority of the current cam- 
paigners, headed by the 
splendid Fete Sampras, in terms 
of power and fitness. As for 
style, however, who could ask 
for more? 

“1 wish we were still out 
there playing," McEnroe said. 
"The tie-break is fine, but I wish 
we had played a third set. It felt 
too quick. We’re not that oldl” 

There were moments, ad- 
mittedly, when one began to sus- 
pect the happy coincidence of 
the two sets being shared, and 
McEnroe's reputation would 
be ruined if be failed to sound 
off at umpires and line judges. 
The New Yorker was warned for 


unsportsmanlike conduct (he 
belted a ball in the direction of 
a line judge). 

McEnroe’s eyes may have 
narrowed to match Borg's as 
soon as he realised that he had 
a Craven umpire (Kim 
Craven), and at times, the 
American admits, he does be- 
come a parody of himselt But 
even the element of pantomime 
was taken in the spirit of the oc- 
casion. 

Borg even broke bis silence 
after being foot-faulted during 
the tie-break to shout to McEn- 
roe, “You get bad calls? You get 
bad calls sometimes?” McEn- 
roe gave his opponent an old- 
fashioned look and said, 
“You've got to roll With the 
punches.” 

The Swede even involved 
hims elf with some interplay 
with the crowd, blowing a kiss 
in response to the voluable 
support of a spectator in a go- 
rilla mask waving a Swedish 
flag. 

McEnroe and Borg axe keen 
to extend their trip down mem- 
ory lane to the lawns of Wim- 
bledon. and mentioned the 
possibility of a special event on 
the hallowed lawns to Alan 
Mills, the All England Dub's 
referee. 

“I think it’s a great idea,” 
Mills said, “and I'm sure it will 
be discussed. Initially, the idea 
of staging some kind of special 
event on the Centre Court or 
No 1 Court will be put before 
the order of play committee and 
then go to the management 
committee." 

In keeping with the retro- 
spective nature of yesterday's 
contest, McEnroe and Borg 
both received a presentation 
from the ATP Tour to mark the 



RUGBY LEAGUE 

Arnold becomes a Giant 


Albert Hall of fame: John McEnroe and Bjorn Borg before the start of yesterday's 
match, their first against each other in London since 1981 Photograph: Robert Hal lam 


Super League newcomers 
Huddersfield have made their 
first major signing far next 
season with the acquisition of 
Danny Arnold from St Helens 

for a bargain £50,(100. 

Arnold is a winger of 
proven Liy-scoring ability and, 
at 2JX represents an impressive 
purchase. It is also farther evi- 
dence oft he dfcmtegration of 
the Saints side that won the 
fine Super League title in 1996 
and the Challenge Cup Cur (he 
last two years. 

Warrington have aLso 
made a significant signing, 
with the news that the West- 
era Suburbs stand-off, Adam 
Doyle, is joining them for 
next year. Doyle. aged 22, was 
rated one of Australia's best 

HOCKEY 


prospects as a teenager but 
Inst season he was one of six 
Wests fiist-tcamers sacked. 

The uncertainly over the 
future of Keighley will carry 
over into the new year after 
a conrt hearing in Leeds to 
consider lifting an injunction 
placed on the Rugby League 
by the club, which has been 
threatened with expulsion, 
was deferred. 

The highlight of todays 
Silk Cut Challenge Cup tics 
is the visit of the first Irish 
club to take part, the Dublin 
Blues, to Dewsbury Moor. 
The Blues qualified by 
winning an eight-team tour- 
nament spanning both sides 
of the Irish border. 

- Dove Hadfteld 


Dancer’s winter warmers 


25th anniversary of the ATP. 
They were awarded Waterford 
crystal trophies as players who 
have been among an elite 
group of 13 who have been the 
world No 1 since the comput- 


er rankings began in 1973. 

# The women's world No 1. 
Martina Hingis, eased into the 
semi-finals of the new Masters 
of Champions tournament on 
Friday with a 6-4 7-6 win over 


Anke Huber. The victory gave 
the 17-year-old Swiss three wins 
out of three in the group stage 
of the exhibition tournament, 
assuring her of a {dace in the last 
four. 


Barry Dancer. England's 
new coach, arrived from Aus- 
tralia yesterday and beaded 
straight to the shops for a 
pair of Jong johns. 

Dancer will take his first 
England training session on 
Monday at Li lies hall after 
watching Premier League 
games today and tomorrow 
with the intention of adding 
to his World Cup squad. 

The coach is expected at 
Teddirtgtnn today for the 
game against East Grinslea J 
in which several of the squad 
will feature. Dancer, howev- 
er, may be more interested in 
Jason Lasletl, Great Britain's 
Olympic captain, who has re- 
sisted the temptation tu return 
to international hockey. 


BASKETBALL 


Also in the Teddington 
line-up, with an early oppor- 
tunity u> play their way into 
Dancer's squad, will be Nick 
Conway. Jurats W&Uis. Dan- 
ny Haydnn and Phil McGuire. 

U is an important week- 
end for Beesion. the Premier 
newcomers who take on fel- 
kiw-strugglers Doncaster this 
afternoon and Bartbrvf Tigers 
tomorrow. 

“It's token us a few 
months to get to grips with the 
rather rarefied atmosphere of 
the Premier." Graham Grif- 
fiths. the Beeston manager, 
said. “"We are privileged to be 
in such an exclusive elub and 
we intend to keep our mem- 
bership." 

-MCoM 


BOXING 


GOLF 


Amaechi debut on hold 


Graham faces an evening of hard work 


Age will be of no concern when 
Herd Graham and Vranie 
Pazienza make renewed bids for 
world honours on Frank Mal- 
oney’s heavily byped "Good v 
Bad” promotion at the Wemb- 
ley Arena tonight. 

The fact that Graham is 38 
and Pazienza 34 has done noth- 
ing to reduce the appeal of an 
intriguing fight which has stirred 
interest on both sides of the At- 
lantic. Graham is well-respect- 
ed in America, notably for his 
close-call world title fights 
against Mike McCalium and 


Julian Jackson, while the colour- 
fill Pazienza is ever-popular in 
his homeland - for just being 
Pazienza. * 

It will be Graham’s first de- 
fence of his World Boxing 
Council super-middleweight ti- 
tle. aad his first Wembley ap- 
pearance for eight years. Defeat 
would most likely send the 
Sheffield southpaw tumbling 
down the rankings as quick as 
he climbed them following his 
outstanding win over Canada's 
fancied Chris Johnson in July. 

Pazienza, from Rhode Is- 


New putter -works wonders for Straub 


land, has made a foil recovery 
from a broken neck sustained 
in a car accident six years ago. 
Doctors told him he would 
never walk again, let alone box. 

“Herol can’t stay with me ” 
Pazienza said. “1 bring a lot to 
the ring - speed, power, move- 
ment and I do little things peo- 
ple don't see. 

“I fight more for the thrill. 
Someone who fights like me 
doesn't do it for the money. I 
fight like someone has just beat 
up my mother.*’ 

-David Reid 


England’s Barry Lane is three 
shots behind- the leader, Tim 
Straub, after shooting a second 
round five-undcr-par 66 in the 
Hong Kong Open yesterday. 

The 27-year-old shares third 
place with Italy's Costantino 
Rocca and South Africa’s 
Richard Kaplan. The trio are 
two shots behind Frank Nobilo 
of New Zealand, 

Straub. 30. owes his seven- 
under-par second round of 64 
to a change of putter. The 
American ditched his faithful 
putter of 17 years before the 


tournament and duly sank five 
birdies and an eagle as he 
moved to a 10-under 132 for the 
tournament, 

“I'd had the old puttersince 
I was 13 and this is the first tour- 
nament I’ve played since I 
stopped using it I putted real 
well today,” said Straub, who is 
looking for his first tourna- 
ment victory. 

Another Englishman, Mark 
Davis, had set the new mark far 
the slightly altered Hong Kong 
Golf Club course earlier in the 
day with a 64. 


Britain's Laura Davies and 
the American John Daly are 
among five pairs sharing third 
place after the first round of the 
US PGA-LPGA Fenney'Qassic 
in Florida. 

Under a best-ball format at 
the event, they compiled a sev- 
en-tmder-par 64 to tie two shots 
off the American leaders. Barb 
Mucha and Mike B risky. 

They began to play well on 
the back nine and closed with 
birdies on the eighth and ninth 
holes to go one stroke ahead of 
Dottie Pepper and Jeff Slums n. 


John Amaechi's much her- 
alded debut for Sheffield 
Sharks in the Budweiser 
League was suddenly put on 
hold last night. The elub's 
owners decided the former 
Cleveland Cavalier s arrange- 
ment witii his new dub had to 
be investigated for possibly 
contravening saiaiy cap reg- 
ulations. 

The owners meet tomor- 
row and will decide whether 
the 6ft lOin. 27-year-old play- 
er con make his debut for 
Sheffield agtinst Worthing 
Bears in the evening. 

Amaechi's signing was 
announced yesterday morn- 
ing with Chris Wright, the 


Sharks owner, saying: “His 
decision to play the rest of 
the season in the Budweiser 
League vindicates that com- 
mitment of all involved in 
British basketball." 

Wright’s fellow owners 
appear not t«> agree, maybe 
concerned at the impact 
Amaechi may have on their 
own team s chances or win- 
ning honours this season. 

Sheffield* announcement 
that .Amaechi was donating 
his fee to the Manchester bas- 
ketball project run by his 
former junior coach, Joe Fbr- 
ber, also appears to have left 
the owners unimpressed. 

-Rhdiard Taylor 


QUOTES OF 
THE WEEK 


• l want to start tomorrow. 
Glenn Hoddle, England 
coach, after Thursdays 
Wortd Cup draw. 

• Ne knocked England exit 
of the World Cup once, so 
why shoiidnt I do it again? 
Henry Kasperczak, Tuni- 
sia’s Fofch coach, a mem- 
ber of the team that 
eirrihBted England in 1373, 

• I CM shiver, but only be- 
cause it was freezing. Berti 
Vogts, Germany coach, 
after his skte had drawn Yu- 
goslavia, the US and Iran. 

• Run and cote bananas 
sugar and laid-back, lazy 
black men Speaker at the 
“Caribbean Experience* 
briefing for the England 
cricket team, on what to ex- 
pect in the West Indtes. 

• Listen, I could have sex 
on Saturday afternoon and 
stS knock out Hero! Gra- 
ham. Vfcnny Pazienza, who 
fights Graham tonight, 
asked if having his fiancee 
with hfcu in London is too 
much of a temptation 


TODAY'S NUMBER. 


The number of touch- 
downs scored - plus 246 
yards rushed - by Corey 
Daion for Cincinnati Ben- 
gals in their 41 -14 rout of 
Tennessee Oters in the 
M=L on Thursday. The fig- 
ures gave Dffion the most 
productive game ever by 
a rookie running back 


SPORTING DIGEST 


American football 
NFL: Onoimti 41 Tmressm «. 

Basketball 

Latrel Sprewe*. ttie Golden Stale 
Wamor£ leacing scorar this season, 
who was sacked aarfar this week for 
attacking and threatening to kll his 
coach, has been suspended by the 
M3A for a year 

NBA: WBttnpm 118 Sacramento 36: Dstaa 
U5 New Marie 9T: Houston 94 Manta Hh Mi- 
03 cn*w» 32. LA Or^era TO San 
Ammo 96 fofl. 

Cricket 

TOUR HATCH tCapatonto IM day d 
VWwto*n Promos Academy XI 262 BflS own: 
K EflakHy TTnol. England (toderte m*rs» 
iWdi drawn. 

TOUR HATCH (Cape town) Rnd day of thro* 
Vtesem Promcc Academy XI 262 (K BtaVnfy 
77 nol and 129 lor 7 doc v EnrAmd Under- 18 
WBlOHsray 1 5 ® and tar A doc Mrtch 


Darts 

BobbyGewgebettertawmas’Bob- 
by Dazzter- because of the bizarre out- 
fits he weai% has received a favourable 
draw in tha Embassy World Profes- 
slonai Championship that starts on 3 
January at Fmtey Green. Georga who 
quaified lor the champonship'in Lon- 
don late Thursday right only three 
weeks after undergoing a serious op- 
eration on his left knee w« meet a let- 
tow qualifier. Dutchman flrauio 
Roncena, in the first round and then ei- 
ther Wtitiiman Sean Palfrey or Aus- 
traEan Peter Hfakfoy n the second. 

Football 

The Hearts manager. Jbn Jefferies, is 
the BeJs Manager of the Montit tor No- 
vember. Pm Unitatfs Gordon DatzJel 
took the First Division award, to the 
Second Division Clydebank manag- 
er tan McCaS took the honours and 
another former Rangers man. Neale 
Cooper, was the Third Drvisionlj choice 
at Boss County. 

Johan Cruyff was released from hos- 
pital yesterday. *) days after being ad- 
mitted aufferhg chest pains. Cruyff, 
50, who underwent by-pass sugary 
in I98t after a heart attack, was di- 
agnosed as having angina but 
sugery not bs necessary. 

Edgar Davids, the Dutch ntemation- 
STKdiiakla; has moved from Ulan 
to juventuson a five-year contract 

ENGLAND UnMH- 21 SQUAD (European 
Untottl Ch — tejona M p pteiMt aecpnd tog 
»Gre#».N«teeh.lTOjs««b^^ 

- — ■ Marum i (NaidBit Robwa f 

K D*w (feMfctU Sdmee# Mann Vial 
n,w-nd (Vltosi Mart. HaO (Cnrawvt Sar- 
raol (CfctafflL Dufaanr (ChebuL Grantee 
iCwWal 

Hngtiag (Arunal), Cwraflfw r ILnw podl 
mii torn wwt uaip«e <v«bst 

Haw Buflocfc (garrafcrt Hoatoy i Un cusor l 
Seowcratt DwlMjtotfurrwini 

Cfcreo (Uvierpoofl. Janmon ttpsvaew 

Golf 

WTOET QUALIFYING. SCHOOL (AraMra, 
lawting Inal seaw 

ad|! 299 L Rib (US1 71 X> W K 290 L Kfeucr 


(Frt 73 70 72 75 29T A-B Sandwz (Spl » 71 
» TO. 283 M Mckay 7* 7S 72 72: L Vtea IUS) 

73 71 76 n 294 S Carahn (III 75 73 7D 
80S M-T nstoW-BOTBlt (Fr| 76 73 75 73-, L &L 
ucate 73 75 W » 288 A ftoflara 7B 73 73 77. 
T PoutaW 7B 09 75 7a 299 A Mura (AusJ » 
7l 75 7a MG N Madt 75 75 76 W: S Moon 
(US) 7B 72 75 75. L Oaronti 76 71 75 7a 
HONG KONG OPEN Laadtna second-round 
scores: 132 T Straub (US) 68 W. 133 F No- 
Mo (NZ) 67 66 135 R Kaplan (SAJ 67 69:0 
Rocca (kj 67 68: B Lara ( QQ| d9 66 138 M 
□ate (G8) 73 64; Z Lknwol (Qnj 68 68: H 
CuBto (Bid) 68 Ga K Wot* Soon IKcO 67 6a 
137 Lh Kenq-ch (tan 57 7T7. D WtSon (US) 
66 71; M Qntn (USt 71 96; 6 FryuK (GB) 

70 67; I Loggaft fcani 69 6a 

PQA TOUR QUALIFYING TOURNAMENT 
(Halms Clt* Fts) Landing Second-round 
scores (US urttess stated): 136 GFfl 59 67 
T37LCoof*63ea;BMcCaScS*r67 70 138 
j Csnagner n 67: Q Kndt 72 56: S Anas mmi 
70M 139 J megger 70 59. T Armour 73 66; 
C Martel JO 69 1-M P OWtto (Aus) 70 70. 
JP Hayes 71 69; T Armstrong 70 TO: T Panto 

71 89. G ftusnafc. 69 71: J Jdmnon 70 75; R 
Floyd 59 71: B Bums 70 70. D Pitta 72 68; A 
Ranw (Aust 71 sa 141 J Qfcwn 6973; J Green 

74 67: J Wafart 67 »; J Magmas 71 JO: T Pitas 
lAusl 73 68; S Jrajnnran » 67; C Couch 71 
70 (7a ptavers Out not finch because ot a 
woatterdehy. Tha top 35 toshers end Has & 
ter sa rounds aamrantalor >908 PGA Bur). 
MILLION DOLLAR CHALLENGE (Sun CRy) 
Loading second-round scores: 135 P Wck- 
Otaon {LSI 67 68; D Low B (US) 68 67 139 
N Prtce Em) 71 68: E Eb (SA) 89 70: B Longer 
tGeri 09 TO l«fl J Pamtnrt |Ss») 7070 Itt 
C Montgomene (GB) 78 68: J Leonard |U5) 

74 72; N FattO OdBl 73 73 147 M OUrara QjSl 

75 71; I Wbosndm IGB) 74 73. 148 T Lehman 
(US|»7» 


PLAYERS' CHAMPIONSHIP (Brisbane) 
Leading second-round scores (Aus unless 
stated): 135 R Afcntw 7083 138 3 Appt 
8868 137 P&mor 6& 69: R Stephana 67 . 
T Carter 70 67. 138 C McCost TOfla R Swan- 
son 73 66: Matthew Krrg 86 72. 139 C HOW- 
si 70 80; S Ihonpson (NZ) 89 7Q VW L 
Parsons 73-68: A Borhorrsns 73 68; C Gray 
71 68; J Quepy (1=0 TO 70; C Jaws TO 70; S 
Scdtt (NZ) 73 88 141 G Chafrnars n 70: fl 
Date 69 73: S Hotanson 72 89: G Normm 73 
88: R Ptrnptrtt 72 69; D Hanoi (Eng) 71 7a 
Selected: 143 A Cottar (Sco) W 09 144 K 
Erteaon (Swe) 76 6& 145 R Byrd (US) 73 T3. 

Ice hockey 

NHL: Now Jersey 4 PMstugh ft Ottawa 3 Los 
Angelas 2. Colorodo 2 Chicago 1; St Lous 4 
teronto 3: San Joeo 3 Vbnoouw* Z 

Ice skating 

Derrick Debnore. of (ha United States, 
produced a near-perfect performance 
on Thursday night to wvi the mens ti- 
tle at the World Junior Figure Skating 
Championships, in New Brunswick, 
Canada Detmore, a student at north- 
em CaBOmtaS Stanford University^ won 
the free skate la edge out Sergei Davy- 
dov, of Russia vCrtfef U of China, 
finished thin! 

Luge 

Recfm Lanca, of the Czech RepubSa 
remains paralysed despite sugary ti- 
ter a crash during (raring for today’s 
World Cup race n tgte. Austria Lan- 


RACING RESULTS 


EXETER 

iaso-. i. rrs Wallace il napen *-i: 

a Swan Street 9- 1; X Province 4-1 S ran. 
3-1 tor Lard Nitrogen tSthV a. vy Poutten. 
LwkI Tote: £440; CtBa CL7Q £140 DP: 
£BS1 CSF- E365e Waal: £«a77 Tha: 
C3400. 

1.SILEHTflUH8lDSeW>M:i 
Glen Mrege 9-1: 3. CaMtete Chomm-t 
10 ran. 7-2 bn Shmtn Kb (insselBd rid- 
er). 9 l (G Edwards. Mneheadl Tote 
E&ao:C3oae3jfiac23aDP eezMcae-. 
£53Sa Tncasl E532.75. TOO. £21420 (part 
wan] 

130: 1. BOARDROOM SHUFFLE (LA&- 
pti) i-Tter.lPewiymoor Print* 20-V.3. 
Aittatic Pten 25-1 4 ran. 12. drst U Grflord. 
Frekml TWk Cm OF; ««1 CSF' 1353- 
(My tins finshed. 

ZJ& 1. MALWOOO CASTl£ tAThom 
ton) 5-1 : 2. Special Account 9-1 ; 3. Cfifton 
Sat n -4 fa* T ran. m Vh. tR AJnat Band- 
tore Forum). TMW SIX); CL3Q StflO OF 
cisao CSF: £3807. Orty itro fnrfliad 
2-63; 1. SUPREME CHARM (Mr RWfc*. 
By) 3-1 ; 2. Wineton Run 3-1 : a Not For P»- 
KM 14-1 10 ran. Evens tau Iranoo (pJ&d up) 
Nh. t5sL (K Batey Upper UrttocwriLTblK 
O00: cm £130 CtflQ DF- £S40 CSF. CttM 
Trio: CW20 WT: BontiiMn-Kald 

3J0: 1. SAOLERTS REALM [G tarrwyl 
2-1 few; 2. Wattflfs Desttey 6-1. 3. Musi- 
cal Monarch 6-2. 7 ran, a tt (P Hobtra. 
Mnerioadt Tata- C300; £120 £220 OF 
0070 CSF- 0446 
Ptacapot DC7Q QiradpoC 0401 
Place 8: £3«Z59 Plaeo 5: C6319 


HEREFORD 

1ZA0: L.SUPBWOCK p Mwde) 4-7 ter. 
2. Soldier Cove 8-1: 3. Indbn Nectar M 
8 ran. a 1 V<- (M Pfoal TMa: CUO: Cisa Cun. 
£220 OF: COSO CSF; &S96 Trio: CnfiONR: 
Meadow Dancer. 

1-108 1. JASON'S BOY (R Jofinsoi) 5« 
2. Sense of Value 50- V. 3. SeahnA Re- 
Wever n-etor 5 ran. 5 ia (J SraSayV TbteS 
CZ60. C130, £240. OF: £4130 CSF; C2&71 
1.40: 1. GUTTERUXE (Mr A Evans) 9-4 
«r. Z. Dtatant Stem 5-1 ; 3. Beryfflun 5-Z 
1« ran. »/.-. 4 (P Evans) We: £300: Cl4a 
C23a K40 OF; C3AQ CSF; CUTS. Trieasr. 
S3Q7T 7r»- £240 

2 . 15 c 1. GROUND MJT(BPcm£|) *4 tav; 
2- Lord McMurrougb4-l;3. Stage Fright 
ao-varan, tL&-P9«MeiVT»B:£190: 
d-w cam raoo df: cun csf: eisj 
2j 4S 1. LAHEDO (Mr S Duadri *2; 2. 
Oti de Sac 3-1; 3. Bramfatehfii Duhe Erane 
tav 19 ran. >7.. 26 (Nod 7 Chance) Tote; 

Esso, naa Cuo, cm op: CTsa csf: £«7a 

Tno:£220WVTorte 

320C1 MARKET GOSSP(M'JTo 2 anj) 
6-1; 2. Tbakano 7-2: 3. LauraVe TteMure 
10- 1. io ran- 9-4 f» kn*an Delght a dst 
(ft Alter) TW* C670 ET13GL £100 C35Q DF; 
£1110 CSF: C3L7B Tncast Cam Tno: 
£5720 

150T1.KADOU NONANTAtSUAMo 
Carthy) s-t; a Tim French 13-2; 3. Danny 
BensatK lSraAn7.foShennoota.iRaa: 
£300; £120 £26Q £15Q DF: E195Q CSF: 
£3051 Tro. JhO 20. Ml; Polys set* 
pfacopot EW2a Ouadpot am 
Place 6; £2502 Place 6; £1314 


ca had a sbe-hour operation it the near- 
by Imsbrudc Unlvatity Hmpital fol- 
lowing the accident on Tmsday 
when he lost control and was cata- 
pulted Into the side rafrigs half-way 
down the couse. 

WORLD CUP LUCE Qqta. Aid): HerTa pelTK 
1 S Kreusse and J mhrondt (Gar) *r*i 
ZWSBac (40503900 and 40£88aac): 2 C Mo- 
cun and M UcCWn (UB) 12122B (40643 end 
40563; 3 K Ekw«r and W Hubar (IQ 1 £1270 
(W67Z «tt 4O0fiQ:4- Q narMnatow and 

0 Hosatteder m 1 21571 (40BZ2 and 407UI. 
S Shat BttSWbater (Gar) 121571(40985 aid 
40806); 8 C Thorpe and GeSheer (US) 
1 21007 ROM end 4088$ ttonen Heto tfa g 

1 B Muentxter (GW) tzt BK 1*0783 and 
4Qe5Q; 2 S Ertenam few) 121B39 (40788 

a S Ono (G«1 1217TB HOB88 
4 ANeuiar (AUQ 121766 HQB71 

S N OlMChsr (lq 121853 (40S40 

and 4Q32I; 8 S Kraustwar (Gad 121918 
(40035 and 40084) 

Motor racing 

Formula One’s ruling body the Fed- 
eratton Wemationale de rAutomobfle 


art Grand FYixb entry for next season 
after receiving assurances that lha 
team had the necessary financial 
means to complete the season. 

Rugby Union 

Wrexham has been awarded a 1999 
Wbrld Cup Group game after the sel- 
out success of this sessonb friendly 


SAN DOWN 

1 JXfc 1 . COUNTRY BEAU IR Dunwoody) 

3- 1 far. 2. Skyeeb »-1 ; 3. Brecey Run 25-1 
»1 ran. 8, 1 y Wna SwtotenVTttK £330; 
£150 C2S1 CSOQ DF: £2120 CSF: £4718 
Trio: £22240 

IJfc 1. WISE KHIG (C Lknlynl 3-1; 2. 
Bengara l»oor3-i ; 3. Andtoi 5-1 B ran. 9-4 
few Dantes Caw«ar (4th* Me, 1'/,. (J Old, 
Wnsughtoni Tbte: £350; E1S0, 52.70 OF: 
£700 CSF. £1122 Ml: Smuoslars Roto. 

JHXfc 1. SONG OF THE SWORD (G 
Bredtey) n-4; 2. Pmpara 9-1; 3. Fujtya- 
ma Crest 13-2. 9 m. 7-4 fav Norsy Mner 
(fuled up) EL S'U (J Old, MnugMon). Tots: 
£330: CHQ £260. SM0O DF: MW CSF: 
£2647 Trio: £»7a 

226: 1. OATtS REGffiTS (A Maguire) 
12-1; 2. Unwn Rocks fr1;3. PKfcsa Woody 

4- t 6 ran. S-4 tav RBdsemyojsMf ffalV Z 1 /*, 
V/.. (Mss H KrugM, Wdntage) W* CM&. 
£2JO £180. C1SQ OF- £6040. CSF: £7655 
Tncaat E3140& 

3.10: 1. SAUIS (0 Bndgwatar) 2-i; z 
What A Hand 134 lav 4 ran. l (P Hdbttt, 
Mnehead) Tttte: £2BQ DF: KflQ CSF; ES2S 
UtUo Moitha Only two freshed 
140: 1.T0UGH ACT(M AFfeoatid)&-1, 
2. Majesty M-1; 3. Roaring da Corijy 
tau: 12 ran. E XI (Mrs A Rantit Putwraugh) 
Tbte: £830; £200 £2.71 ClSQ DF: £6480 
CSF; £0942. THo: £9450 
-teefcpot not non (pool of£aB4Ul carried 
forward to Sandoam today). 

Pteospob £16680 Quedpoc £1880 
Place 8: E2E39B Pf&M6i£t27a2 


Intematfonaf between Wales and Ro- 
mania. The Welsh Rugby Union yes- 
terday corfrmed Wrexham Fbolbel 
Club's Racecourse Ground and 
Stradey Park, Llaneff as the two ad- 
ditional venues to Wales’ qualifying 
pool- Wales wfl play their fixtures at 
the E120m WBennlum Stedum, wtifoh 
is aarentfy under oenstruotfon on the 
fanner Caitiff Arms Pa/k srta The 
WRU also confkmed yesterday that 
Twickenham Is being considered as 
a possWe location for this season* 
Welsh Cup final 

DUBAI SEVENS Ora te P te M teFf at Atoandw 
12. Natal 17 ScuttBnd7. VWntan Samoa t3 Wte- 
bieni Inttmroond n Nsw2Mlan0.47 AB A«»- 
irafaT. SmsMMi: n40NSH Q NmZeateid 
34 wwotsrn Samoa v. FlmlNwZariMM 
Rp 2 i PMseQuartaritaate: Korea 22 Cana- 
da 17. Zmb n hw 21 Morocco 7. USA « Tonoa 
a MarawteB 34 Frenai Frogfliw T. Soni-SraS 
anwtmn « tteraa 7. USA * UOraudan «. 
Hnefc Zbnbabm w USA 17. 

Sailing 

SSt Cuts 24-hour nn of 44ai nsufi- 
cat mies to the second leg oftheWtit- 
bread Round the World Race has given 
the boat the wortd record for speed. 
The World Sa&ing Speed Counc* 
confhned yesterday that lha 4483 nau- 
ta4-mte sbetdi that finished on 20 No- 
vember had beaten the mark set by 
TbeHbe in her transatlantic quaifica- 
tlon passage fo July. The 10-baat Whit- 
bread fleat wfll teewe Fremantle on t3 
December for the ,1250-mte third leg 
to Sydney. 

Skiing 

WORLD CUP FREESTYLE MOGULS EVENT 
fOgrma, ft): Woman:. 1 E Udntyra (US) 





Squash 

MAHINDRA INTERNATIONAL (Bombay) 
SMMnab: Janahar Kren (Mil bt J Amt 
foan) te itB «-€ '6‘Tl fT: P Nod tsco) 
M U Oatonar (Ena) ELS 8-16 «-n e-n 

Table tennis 

FRENCH OPEN CHABWWNSHIP& 
Qaaflfytog groups Man'a atngLM 
Bd); A Fury (Enti tA S Rssfsan |in 
2i-e APenyU KEaureba (Csito2l-13 1B21 


B B»xjtcn [Eng) bi P Jaricran (NZ) 22-20 
21-e; ni^anfo S Toriota ffteei 22-20 
*•-’» “^IxSCaieailFtffl.BW.tZ 
_ ac N Deaign f&in) bf J Hsr- 
rendos; Bp) 52-30 21 -to; Daraan toa to A 
Costea (ft) 21-14 AKtl 

Tennis 

MASTERS OF CHAMPIONS WOMEN'S , 
TOURNAMENT (Frankfurt, to): Group i> 
ittfoJG StibWAH*ar(G»)eW7-6Grote» 
I^Mcgte (CKte) bl L Darenpwt (US) 2-fl M 

5EMKW SINGLES AND DOUBLES CHAM- 
PIONSHIP CfW Afoart Hall, Uxukw): 
Sanlor Sjngin Uccrad Gromp J McEnroe 
(LSI M B Horn gwti 2-8 60 («C6W» wen 
doodtog tebottk 70-7). . 


NEW FROM PENTAX: OUR SMALLEST 
EVER ZOOM COMPACT. 

It may be small, small enough 
to slip into your top pocket, .% 
but it’s certainly not short i' 
on features. The new efina ' 
comes with Advanced Photo 
System technology, built-in 
electronic flash, a 24-48mrn zoom lens and quality 
Pentax optics. In fact it's the smartest little camera 
you can get your paws on. For information ca!( Pentax UK Ltd 
on 02753 792 792 or e-mail on infocSphoto. pentax.co.uk. 
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Major weekend 
football fixtures 
and pools check 

30iffifesss&aBtf 


TODAY 


Wanchope’s 
wierd route to 


FA Carting Premiership 

1 Aston Via v Coventry City 

2 Blackburn v Bolton 

3 Dwtayy West Ham 

4 Loads v Etarton 

5 Leteoster v Crygftd Palace 

- Livwpool v Man Utd (1U3J 

8 Newcastle vArsanal 

7 Tottenham v Chelsea — 


renaissance man 


Nationwide League 
First Division 

8 Bury v Mddtabrough 

• Crawa v Huddersfield 

10 Manchester Ctty v Wolves 

11 Norwich v Sheffield Utd 

12 Nottm Forest v Bradford Ctty... 

ia Pan Vale v Br mn g fra m 

14 Portsmouth v Stnte 

15 OPR v Sunderland 

16 Rearing v Chariton 

17 Swtodon v Oxford 

18 Ttamnm v Ipswich — 

19 WIM Bram v Stockport 


Third Division 
- Scarborough v Rochdale 


FA Cup second round 
20CototwstorvHeraitoRt — 

21 Cheltenh am v Boraham Wood... 

22 ftAam v Southend 

23 Hadnesfcxd v Dartngton 

24 Macdesfnfd vWttsal 

29 Okffiam v Baefcpooi 

29 Petertxxough v D a genh am 

27 Preston v Notts County — 

28 ftxhart iam v iGngV Lynn 

29 Scunthorpe v Boston 

30 Grimsby v Chesterfield 

31 Torquay v Watford 

32 Wigan v York 

- Cambridge Utd v Stevenage 

- CartftH v Hendon 

- Lincoln Qty v Emiey 

- Northamp to n v Bastagatota 

- Wisbech v Bristol Rovera 


Two and a half years ago 
Paulo Wancftope was on 
a basketball scholarship 
at the University of 
Southern California. A 
career in football was 
not in his plans, let akme 
in Derby, a town he had 
never heard at Today he 
b being hailed as one of 
tlie Premiership's matt 
promising foreign 
legionnaires, which 
seems only appropriate 
for a man whose middle 
name is Cesar. Nkk Harrs 
reports. 


Auto Windscreens Shield 
Northern first round 
- Stnwstavyv Hartlepool 


Be/Ps Scottish League 
Premier Division 

33 Aberdeen v St Johnstone 

34 Dundee United w Dmfsrmflne . 

- Hearts v MothenmR (2J0) 

35 KBmamock v CeMc 


First Division 

38 Airdrie v Dutoee 

37 FlaMric v Partlck 

38 FWthv Morton 

39 St Mkron v Homiton 

40 Shrlng Albion v Ayr 


Third Division 
- Artjraatti y East Stfrfng 


Tennents Scottish Cup 
First round 

- Cowdenbeath v Montraee - 

- East FHs v Stranraer 

- FreserbuR^ivOydB 

- kivamess CT v WhitahS 


GM Vauxhail Conference 

41 Haifax v Statybridgo *Off 

42 Hayes vWtud 

43 KddwmraiBrv Dover 

44 Southport v Leek 

45 Yboviv Kettering 

• Played yesterday 


Dr Martens League 
Premier Division 

46 Merthyr v S Wt tng b oume — 

47 Mntkn v Cambridge Qty 

48 Rothml v Bath - - 

49 SafiBtxry v Ashford 


TOMORROW 


FA Carling Premi 

WimbMon v Souttenreri 


FA Cup second round 
Bournemouth v Bristol Ctty fill) 


BelTs Scottish League 
Premier Division 
Rangare v Hbemtan 


A 21^rear-old, 6ft 4m Casta Ri- 
can has entranced Englirii foot- 
ball this season. Sailing his 
arms and intriguing observers 
with the efficiency of his irreg- 
ular style. Paulo Whndtope's 
spontaneity gives foreign im- 
ports a good name. 

On his Derby Gounty debut, 
against Manchester United at 
Old Halford in April, he pro- 
duced one of his trademark gan- 
gly njns, fended off aU attempts 
to dispossess him by dodging 
and weaving, and finished the 
move with a measured left-foot 
shot Derby won the match 3-2, 

inflierirng nn the champion s O ne 
of only four Premiership home 
defeats since 1992. 

Wanchope, shyer in conver- 
sation than on the patch, seems 
genuinely modest as he recalls 
the game. ”ReaIIy against Man- 
chester United I cfidn*t beat a 
lot of players,” be sakL “I took 
the ball straight into the box. If 
I have the space, I try toga” His 
analysis does not do full justice 
to his methods, but he concedes 
that his first sport has influenced 
his game. 

“Sometimes I make the 
moves of a basketball player to 
get away from a defender or to 
use my arms in the box, so if s 
very important” The statistics 
certainly suggest this e benefiriaL 
Despite a cartilage injury that 
kept him out of die gpme for four 
months, he returned toactkxi 11 
weeks ago and has scored 10 
goals in 12 games since. 


Harford can take QPR job 


The West Bromwich Albion 
manager, Ray Harford, is free 
to take over at Queen’s Park 
Rangers after an “amicable 
agreement” at the High Court 
yesterday. 

Albion were due to go before 
a judge in chambers today for 
an injunction preventing Har- 
ford, who resigned late on 
Wednesday evening, from mov- 


court, the two First Division 
dubs issued a joint statement 
that they had reached an “am- 
icable agreement”, as a result of 
which Harford was free to join 
QPR “with immediate effect". 

Albion had initially refused 
to accept this resignation, daim- 
ing tbat they required six 
months' notice of his intention 
to leave. Harford and chib ex- 
ecutives would make no further 
comment “at this stage”. 

West Bromwich put their 
chief scout, Richie Barker, in 
caretaker charge of team affairs 

following Harford's resigna- 


tion. Barker, a former assistant 
manager at Sheffield Wednes- 
day and manager at Shrewsbury, 
Stoke and Notts County, was 
appointed as Albion’s chief 
scout by Harford in September. 

Albion's coach, John 
Trewkk, remains the club’s No 
2 as Albion begin the search to 
find their third manager of the 
year. John Barnwell,- chief ex- 
ecutive of the League Managers’ 
Association, said the case high- 
lighted the need for a code of 
conduct in the Football League 
similar to the one already op- 
erating in the Premiership. 

“When the Premier League 
was formed in 1992 we sat down 
with the new chief executive 
Rick Phrry and drew up a set of 
rules which have worked very 
well for both parties,” he said. 
“It’s very regrettable that the 
chibs should lock horns legally 
over this and we feel a code of 
conduct would eliminate these 
undignified squabbles. The 
LMA believe if managers and 


dubs abided by a cafe of con- 
duct in the Football League, 
with the final word resting with 
an independent tribunal, it 
would eradicate such disptttes, 
“For the LMA it just flags up 
what we have been saying about 
the need for a code of practice 
to be included in the PaotbaH 
League rules.” 

• Liverpool's teenage striker 
Michael Owen has bam cafled 
into the England Under-21 
squad for the first time to try and 
help salvage their hopes of reach- 


finals. Owen is included for the 
second leg of the play-off with 
Greece at Carrow Read on De- 
cember 17 when England must 
overcome a two-goal defidt 
England won then qualifying 
group by seven points but scored 
only seven goals in eight group 
matches, with another blank in 
the play-off first teg m Crete. 

—Jon GJey 
England Under-21 squad. 
Sporting Digest; page 2! 


- 
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Asa teenager, the aspiring 


west coast America. By 17, he 
had woa a sports sc holarship, 
and at IS, sdl he thn»gfa* about 
was basketball Then he went 
home for a holiday and was 

spotted playing football with his 


dxano [one of Casta Rica’s 
leading sides J saw mo play and 
he asked “Who's that player?*. 

And he gave me the opportu- 
nity to be in a professional 
team and I decided to stay.” 

Whhm weeks he was a first- 
team regular ami within months 
he was drafted into the nation- 
al squad for his oounfry*s Wsdd 
Cup qualifying ca m p aign, 

where his p erformance agains t 

the United States attracted the 
attention of ex-Arsenal de- 
fender and part-rime agent. 
Bob McNab. In January this 
year, MeNab arranged a trial for 


Maurkao Sofis) at QoeerisPark 
Rangers. The pair were reject- 
ed, but MeNab telephoned bis 
old friend Tim Smith and the 

DcatymanagerdSd not hesitate 

in 4» gmngi 

Thus far Smith appears to 
have done fitfie to temper his 
new star's flamboyance and h« 

BfittWt for tailing him vrfw-rt- tc% 

play, bat not haw. “The man- 
ager cannot do anything in the 
game. [He] cannot be near you 
(efimgyou ‘do tins' or ‘db that* 
specifically. You have to be 
spontaneous,” Wanchope said. 
It is samethmg he believes 
Smith gees as an rather 
than aprobtem. “He sgiedme 
because he saw tbat my style is 
good Ifl change mystyfe it’s not 
Wanchope.’' (ftff the record, he 
pronounces his name “Wha- 
cho-pay'*). “It would be very bm- 
ing if a player always does the 
same. And It wffl be easy to de- 
fend if you always do die same.'* 
He adds dnt his style does 

nrnKinm^F rip** Smith, hwf nL 
timatefy he befieves the end of 
bis attacks justify their means. 
“Som etime s he [Smith] argues 
with me when I don’t do it sam- 
ple or when I don’t pass the balL 
Ifcit that’s part of the game, be- 
cause if I take three or four 
[players] and score, nobody 
says nothing, bet if I take two 



Success comes 
before beauty 
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Ttee Vfaadwpe creed is */ou have to be spontaneous* Photograph: David Ashdown 


or three and lose the ball, that's 
the risk of the game. We have 
to take the chance. If the strik- 
er doesn’t take the chance, yoo 
never score.” 

Whocfaope s role in Derby’s 
recent r enaissanc e is part of a 
wirier rn tfroatinnaKsati nn at the 

dob. He is one of 11 overseas 
players currently in the squad, 
but sees their common aim as a 
uniting factor rather than their 
diverse origins being a barrier. 
“In football there is a football 
language that is always the same. 
If snot aprobtem,” he said. He 
appears to genuinely relish be- 


ing a part of the Pride Park set- 
up. “It’s very exciting We have 
a good stadium and its nice to 
play in a fuH house with a good 
pitch, good team-mates. So Fm 
very proud to be in Derby.” 

He was also proud to have 
represented his country in 
Wbrid Cup qualifying, and de- 
spite the disappointment of his 
side not making it to France 
next year, he can take some con- 
solation that he was Costa 
Rica's highest goalscorer as 
Mexico, the US and the Reggae 
Boyz of Jamaica progressed 
ahead of them. 


His immediate ambitions in 
English football arc dear. “For 
this team to he in Europe and to 
end in the top six in the League,” 
he said. He added: “And to 
score lots of goals. And I don’t 
like to say how much goals I’ll 
score. ! only wait until the sea- 
son is Finished and 111 see.” 

Whether or not he can 
match the strike-rate of the Pre- 
miership's leading goalscorer 
(.and his opposite number for 
West Ham today. John Hartson) 
remains to be seen, but at least 
it will be exciting watching him 
try. 


Saturday 22 November 
1997 5.05ptn or there- 
abouts. A car foil of k™ 

somewhere in Colchester. 

The tension had been 
mounting ever since James 
Alexander Gordon had read 

out the results of Exeter City 

and Notts County. Both bad 

drawn. Barely h3d he said n?- 

terbo rough United than we 
knew by the tone of his voice 
that they had also drawn. 

“We are top of the 

League, say we are top of the 

League," chorused five voic- 
es in unison. Such was the 
excitement that we missed 
our turning and paid an un- 
scheduled visit to Colch- 
ester town centre. Never 
mind, because Lincoln City 
were top for the first lime in 
several seasons. 

Two seasons ago such a 
position at the head of the 
Third Division was un- 
thinkable. On the pitch we 
were in a similar position to 
Doncaster Rovers, well 
adrift of the pack, but off it 
we had none of the problems 
that blight Rovers. After 
sacking two managers in 42 
days. John Reames, the City 
chairman, turned to a man 
who had been out of the 
game since he was sacked by 
Preston North End after 
seven successive defeats - 
John Beck. 

Beck is probably one of 
the most loathed managers 
in football - at least by fans 
at any clubs other than 
Cambridge and Preston. His 
appointment wasn't exactly 
greeted with enthusiasm by 
City fans, but he kept bis 
promise to keep us in the 
League. 

In his two years at Sindl 
Bank he bas attracted con- 
troversy, but on the positive 
side he has brought to Sin- 
cil Bank a set of players 
who do not easily accept de- 
feat and, interestingly for 
those who despise him. many 
of them have played for him 
in the past If fans don't like 
him at least there is no short- 
age of players prepared to 
play under him at more than 
one stage in their careers. 


Beck’s gameplan isam- j 
pie. Every player is s team > 
player who knows where' 
every other player wffi.be'al 
any time. The ball is moved ; . 
into the opposition’s defend " 
sive third as quickly "as pos- '■ 
able with the aim ofwmning - 
throw-ins, comers or creat- 
ing a scoring chance. One r 
loan signing this season failed. ! 
to make an impact because 
he was an individual and . 
wouldn't conform. 

Some might say such a 
system produces players 
who are nothing more than 
robots, but the sale of 
Gareth Ainsworth to Port 
Mile for £500,000 proves 
that individual talent can still ■ 
shine in a disciplined set-up. 

It doesn't always work ■ 
and many times a long ball 
up field fails to find its tar- 
oeL or its intended target 
hasn’t done bis job and is out 
of position. The result is an 
endless chorus of boos and 
cries of “Play it to feet” 

It isn’t pretty to watch at 
times, but it is effective. 
Opposition managers and 
even City fans say it is so 
predictable, but if that is the 
case why do most teams 
struggle to cope with it? 

This season the goals 
haven’t flowed for City which 
is unusual for a Beck ride. He 
keeps reminding us thar at 
Cambridge he produced 
sides who were top scorers 
in the country for several sea- 
sons. Our paltry tally of 20 
in 19 games (up to 22 No- 
vember) is countered by a de- 
fensive record of conceding 
just 14 and keeping seven 
consecutive clean sheets 
away from home. 

Being lop in November, 
while very nice and far 
preferable to being bottom, 
will mean nothing in May. 
There is room for improve- 
ment, not least in scoring. 

Many Lincoln fans will 
continue to moan about 
how City play and Beck will 
still be reviled by fans 
around the country, but if we 
are still singing “Wc are 
top of the League" in May 
then who really cares? 
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Women of Tehran storm stadium in defiant mood 


IRAN 
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AROUND 
THE WORLD 
BY RUPERT 
METCALF 


lens of thousands of Iranian 
football fens, including women 
who ignored an official order 
harming their presence, packed 
Tehran's Azadi stadium on 
Tuesday to welcome home the 
national squad, who qualified 
for next year’s World Cup fi- 
nals last weekend. 

An estimated 70,000 flag- 
waving fans, with about 3.000 
young women in their midst, 
cheered their team. Observers 
said the women rushed 
through gates despite police at- 
tempts to enforce a ban on fe- 
male fens attending the event 
Once inside, they were seated 
in separate stands from the 
male fans 

State radio and television 
earlier read a statement by the 
Iranian Football Federation 
saying women would not be ad- 
mitted into the stadium. 


“In view of the lack of suit- 
able space and in order to safe- 
guard Islamic dignity, sisters 
will be strictly prevented from 
entering the Azadi stadium,” 
the statement declared. “Sis- 
ters can witness the fervent cer- 
emonies [on live television] at 
home." 

In 1994 Iran briefly sus- 
pended the ban on women go- 
ing to football stadiums, which 
dates back to the 1979 revo- 
lution which toppled the Shah. 
But the authorities re imposed 
the ban after a few weeks fol- 
lowing protests by conservative 
Islamist newspapers, which 
said the women's presence 
was at odds with norms of con- 
tacts between the sexes. 

Iranian football adminis- 
trators have said that the ban 
was partly prompted by the 
“immoral" language and be- 
haviour of some fans, which 
they claimed made football 


games unsuitable as family 
outings. 

Meanwhile, despite Yaldeir 
Vieira’s success in steering 
Iran to the finals, it looks as 
though he will be replaced as 
coach soon. 

According to the president 
of the Iranian football feder- 
ation, Dariush Mostafavi, the 
Brazilian “was appointed as a 
temporary coach, and we are 
looking for a new coach." 

Vieira had just been ap- 
pointed as Iran's Olympic 
team coach when he took 
charge of the national team af- 
ter the former coach, Mo- 
hammad Mayeli Kohan, was 
sacked last month. 

“After the huge celebra- 
tions we owe it to our people 
to raise our standards.” Mos- 
lafavi said. He named Johan 
Cruyff and Carlos Bilardo, the 
former coach of Argentina, as 
possible targets. 


BRAZIL 


Away from the World Cup, 
club football continues as “nor- 
mal” in South America. 

A horrendous tackle by the 
Argentinian international mid- 
fielder, Sergio Berti, marred 
the Gist leg of the South Amer- 
ican Supercup final on Thurs- 
day as Argentina's River Plate 
held on for a 0-0 draw away to 
Sao Paula in Brazil. 

Berti raised his left foot and 
kicked the Sao Paulo mid- 
fielder Alexandre in the geni- 
tals early in the second half. He 
was instantly sent off by the oth- 
erwise tolerant Chilean refer- 
ee. Mario Sanchez. 

“That was criminal." the 
former Brazilian internation- 
al Rive lino, who was com- 
mentating for television, said. 
“If he {Berti] had hit Alexan- 
dre’s knee, he would have 
crippled the lad." 


TRY NEW PLANTERS 
AND SAY GOODBYE 
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1 s got a dull reputation but he’s actually a laugh-a-minute guy 
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THE 

GAFFER 

TAPES 


Strange goings on ai the Old 
Cornfield this week. I arrived 
for training on Monday to End 
a Mercedes parked in my spoi 
and a bloke in the driver’s scaL 
I went to have a quiet word 
only to discover this fellow 
spoke a different language, 
the language of the gun. 

Anyway, after I'd left the 
motor in Tesco’s car park over 
the road I came back to find 
three of his males in a meet- 
ing with the chairman. All 
were wearing big coats, thick 
mousLaches and bulges where 
most people keep their wallets. 
Either Mark Lawrenson, 
Graeme Souness and Tom Sel- 
Jeck were joining the board or 
there was something even 
more sinister going on. 

Miss Moneyecu, our latest 
secretary, explained they were 
a party of Belarus businessmen 
who wanted to buy the club. 
They were offering a cash de- 
posit - in a variety of curren- 
cies. They didn't need a receipt 
as they were sure Sir Hirem 
Firem's word was his bond. 


This is not generally regarded 
as the case: even the Chichester 
Club won’t allow him a slate at 
the bar anymore, but Dave the 
barman tends not to settle his 
debts in blood - 1 suspect 
these guys will. 

Sir Hirem was not quite 
convinced about Lhe deal and. 
once I discovered they in- 
tended to bring in their own 
manager, neither was 1 - we’ve 
enough foreign coaches al- 
ready. So I nipped off to make 
a quick call to the local nick. 
Minutes later Inspector Cools 
drove up in full dress uni- 
form. We introduced him with 
a nod and a wink as the club's 
“security officer", and they 
made their excuses and left. 

This was probably a good 
thing as we've a special visitor 
today. Apparently Prince Har- 
ry wasn't too impressed by 
Arsenal last week so he’s come 
to watch us instead - he thinks 
there'll be more goals, though 
1 think he's a bit cheeky ask- 
ing to go in the away end so he 
can enjoy them. 


We were going to carpet the 
away end in red shagpile (per* 
sonally tested by Miss Mon- 
eyecu and 1), erect a special 
canopy over his seat, and invite 
him in an executive box for pre~ 
and post-match tea and truffles. 
But the brat insists on being 
treated just like an ordinary 
fan. So we've arranged for 
him to sit behind a pillar next 
to a foul-mouthed anti-royal- 
ist bigoL On the other side will 
be an incontinent pensioner 
who’ll get up to go to the toi- 
let whenever an attack devel- 
ops and spill Bovrii over Harry 
just after the Prince has spent 
so long queueing for a CJD- 
burger that’s he's missed the 
only goal of the game. 

Some of our most accurate 
hooligans will be aiming coins 
at him - with his mum’s face 
upwards -and, after the game, 
lhe police'll keep him behind 
for an hour. Let's hope it's rain- 
ing and the supporters’ bus gets 
bricked, then he can have lhe 
full experience. 

I left the arrangements in 


Miss Moneyecu 's firm but ten- 
der hands and headed for 
Marseilles where 1 helped 
Franz prepare the Europe 
side for the World Cup draw 
exhibition match. Franz and I 
go way bade we used to ski to- 
gether in Kiczbuhl. I still trea- 
sure the get-well card he sent 
me after I broke my leg when 
he ted me off piste. For his part 
he says he still remembers 
the sore head he had Lhe fol- 
lowing year when 1 led him on 
the piste. 

Franzi's got a dull reputa- 
tion but he's actually a laugh- 
a-minute type. No soonerhad 
I checked into my hotel and 
checked out the bar than I 
came back to my room to dis- 
cover he’d draped towels over 
(he TV, (he mini-bar and the 
trouser press. I had to re- 
spond so I got down to train- 
ipgeoriy, had a quiet word with 
the lads, and when Franzi ar- 
rived they all came out of the 
dressing-rooms goose-stepping 
- Incey was brilliant while 
Kopke was a natural Franz! 


cracked up and wanted to do 
it on the night but Fifa said no 
- what spoilsports. 

I took the opportunity to 
have a quick word with Ronal- 
do and bis agents. They said if 
we could rusde up £30m he’d 
love to play at the Old Corn- 
field- So the chairman's off to 
Belarus on Monday. 

We’ve already raised a cou- 
ple of million: Keegan's signed 
the lea lady and groundsman 
for Fulham. We were going to 
bring in a couple of YTS kids 
to replace them but there have 
been a few problems - the new 
tea girl ran over Shaun Prone 
with her trolley and bruised bis 
hip while Ivor Niggle's twisted 
his ankle in a hole the grounds- 
man bad dug. Apparently be 
was keeping his fags there in 
case he fancied a drag while 
mowing the grass. So, that’s 
those mo out for today’s game. 
Wonder if Harry’s bought his 
boots. 

Barry Gaffer was talking to 
Qcnn Moore 
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Full Speed ahead 
for Newcastle 


As Everton languish at 
the foot of the 
Premiership, their 
captain, Gary Speed may 
be about to move to 
Newcastle United. Alan 
Nixon reports. 

Kenny Dalglish is making a £5m 
offer for the Everton ca ptain, 
< Gary Speed. The Newcastle 
' ■ United manager is ready to take 
on Ron Atkinson in the race for 
• the unsettled Welsh interna- 
tional midfielder. 

Speed has had talks with his 
manager. Howard Kendall who 
is naturally not keen on losing 
him, and there will be no sale be- 
fore what is likely to be a stormy 
AGM on Monday, bur the deal 
could happen soon afterwards. 

Dalglish, who is also keen on 
Norwich's injured Keith 0*Ne2L 
is short of left-sided players, 
and the Welsh captain has kept 
on fop of his game this season de- 
spite Everton's problems. 

Sheffield Wednesday are also 
keen on Speed, but Atkinson is 
not in a position to match New- 
castle. He could offer players in 
exchange, however. 
y Atkinson yesterday made his 
first signing since returning as 
manager of Wednesday three 
weeks ago. buying the Swedish 
international Niclas Alexander- 


sson for £750,000 from IFK 
Gothenburg. 

Aston Villa’s manager, Brian 
little, was known to be chasing 
the 25-year-old, along with the 
Leeds United manag er, George 
Graham. Alexandersson, how- 
ever, will have to wait a week to 
make his debut as the dub have 
not received international clear- 
ance in time for him to play 
against Barnsley on Monday. 

The 26-year-old Alexander- 
sson, who has signed a three-and- 
a-half year deal and wiH watch his 
new dub against Barnsley, will be 
expected to provide goals from 
midfield having scored seven in 
25 games for Gothenburg and 
three for Sweden. 

Chelsea have signed a £75 m 
deal with a finance house which 
will enable (hem to buy Stam- 
ford Bridge from the estate of 
the late Matthew Harding. The 
deal based on a' 10-year in- 
vestment bond from SBC VStar- 
burg Dillon Read, will also 
mean the dub can clear their 
debts and complete the rede- 
velopment of the stadium. 

The Aston Villa goalkeeper, 
Mark Bosnteh. has received a 
Uefa Cup reprieve from the 
Australia coach, 1 ferry Venables. 
He was due to fly out on Mon- 
day with the other English-based 
players in VfenaWes squad to play 
in the Confederations Cup in 
Saudi Arabia, but Venables has 


given Bosnich, who missed three 
Villa games while on World Cup 
play-off duly, an extra 48 hours 
so he can play against Steaua 
Bucharest on Tuesday. 

The Coventry chairman, 
Bryan Richardson, was making 
another attempt yesterday to 
lure the Liverpool midfielder. 
Michael Thomas, to Highfield 
Road. Thomas turned down 
Coventry’s first approach, as he 
wants to return to London. 

Manchester United’s cap- 
tain, Roy Keane, injured against 
Leeds in September, may play 
before the end of the season. 
Keane’scruciate ligament oper- 
ation is now adjudged successful 
and the injury may mend by May. 

The former England. Liver- 
pool and Tottenham striker, Raul 
Walsh, has retired because of a 
knee injury. Walsh. 35. suffered 
ligament damage playing for 
Portsmouth last year. 

In an IS-year career he won 
a League Championship 3nd 

Cup winner’s medal, and 
played five times for England. 
He has been working as a play- 
ers’ agent since surgery failed 
to repair the knee and hopes 
to move into management. 

Charlton Athletic’s Jamie 
Stuart has tested positive for 
cocaine and marijuana. He is 
the fifth Chariton player to test 
positive for drugs. 

-Alan Nixon 



Gary Speed: Wanted by Kenny Dalglish and Ron Atkinson 
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FA CUP SECOND ROUND 


Walker and Dixon looking to roll back the years 


* 



Places in the third round 
of the FA Cup are at 
stake this weekend. Paul 
Newman expects some 
upsets along the way. 


When Give Writer and Kerry 
Dixon were team-mates at 
Chelsea in the early 1980s they 
can hardly have imagined they 
would be renewing their ac- 
quaintance in the FA Cup some 
14 years later. This afternoon, 
however, the two men meet 
when Cheltenham Town enter- 
tain Boreham Wood with one of 
football’s great prizes at stake — 
apiace in the Cup’s third round. 

' Whiker, now aged 40, came 
off . Cheltenham’s substitutes’ 
bench, last month to score the 
wimer against Tiverton Town in 
tfie&st round. On the oppos- 
ing bench today will be Dixon. 


. SCOTTISH FOOTBALL 


36, who left Doncaster Rovers 
at the start of the season and 
joined his local club in order to 
keep fit Dixon came on in the 
fourth qualifying round against 
Rushden & Diamonds and will 
a g ain be a substitute today. 

The Cheltenham-Boreham 
Wood tie ensures that there will 
be at least one non-League 
club in tomorrow afternoon's 
third round draw, which will be 
televised live by ITV at 6.15. 
However, it will be a surprise if 
there are not more. 

Three GM Vhuxhafl Con- 
ference teams, Hednesford 
Town, Stevenage Borough and 
Hereford United, will all fancy 
their chances against oppo- 
nents from the bottom half of 
the Third Division: Darlington, 
Cambridge United and Colch- 
ester respectively. 

Hednesford have been in- 
sisting this week that Darlington 


should be the favourites, but the 
Third Division sided needed a 
replay, extra time and penalties 
to dispose ofSolMl Borough in 
the last round and Hednesford 
have an exceptional Cup record 
over the last two years. 

Last season the Stafford- 
shire side gave Middlesbrough 
a' scare after knocking out 
Blackpool and York, and in this 
season's first round they won 
away at Mark Hateley's Hull. 
Hednesford are second in the 
Conference, effectively just fix e 
places behind Darlington. 

Stevenage go to Cambridge, 
who have been sliding down the 
Third Division table in recent 
weeks. On the equivalent day 
last year Stevenage won at Ley- 
ton Orient while Cambridge lost 
at home to Woking. 

Hereford travel to Colchester 
but will be without the injured 
Ian Foster, who was one of the 


heroes of their first-round vic- 
tory over Brighton, which 
avenged the defeat that cost 
Graham Turner's team their 
League status earlier this year. 

Emley’s chances of beating 
Lincoln City have not been 
helped by injuries to key play- 
ers. but the UniBond League 
dub should take heart from Lin- 
coln's unimpressive perfor- 
mance in the last round. 
Gainsborough Trinity look rhe 
Third Division team to a replay, 
which they only lost 3-2. 

King's Lynn, once a major 
power in non-League football 
will relish the trip to Rotherham 
United, while their East An- 
glian neighbours, Wisbech 
Town, are playing in the second 
round for only the second time 
in their hisioiy. On the last oc- 
casion, 40 years ago. they lost 
2-1 at Reading. 

Wisbech are expecting to 


give Bristol Rovers a run for 
their money. Gary Childs, man- 
ager of the Dr Martens League 
Midland Division side, says that 
Rovers “are a footballing side 
and that will suit us because 
that's the wav we play. We've got 
players all over the pitch capa- 
ble of scoring goals." 

Ilkeston Town's Malt 
Carmichael faces his former 
club. Scunthorpe United. Car- 
michael. who scored both of 
Ilkeston's goals in their first- 
round victory over Boston Unit- 
ed. was sold to Scunthorpe by 
Lincoln City’s then manager, 
Keith Alexander, who is now in 
charge of Ilkeston. 

The most familiar foes of the 
afternoon will be the managers 
for Dagenham & Redbridge's 
visit to Peterborough. Barry 
Fty, Peterborough’s manager, 
served a long apprenticeship in 
the non-League game, while his 


opposite number. Ted Hardy, is 
the oldest manager still in the 
Cup at 68. 

Two Ryman League teams 
who did well to knock out 
League opposition in the last 
round will attempt to do so 
again. Basingstoke Town, who 
disposed of Wycombe Wan- 
derers, travel to Northampton, 
while Hendon, who knocked 
out Leyton Orient last month, 
are away to Cardiff City, their 
conquerors a year ago. 

Basingstoke's manager, 
Ernie Howe, the former Ful- 
ham centre-half, has had 
Northampton watched and re- 
ceived a 13-page report on the 
Second Division side. Howev- 
er. be will not be showing it to 
his team. “If 1 read all that to 
my players they would be fright- 
ened to death, and some of 
them wouldn't even turn up," 
he- said. 


ffieish easer to follow the Hearts example as he tries to improve Motherwell’s fortunes 


TfeMotherweD manager, Alex 
recognises thal Heart 
of Mifflnthian are the example 
hisowadub must follow - but 
is stiff determined to upset their 
title momentum at ’fynecastle 
today. 

- McLeish cites the building of 

a formidable squad by the 
Hearts manager, Jim Jefferies, 
. as the crucial factor tp the Ed- 
k inboph club’s impressive rise, 
T and is anxious tp emulate that 
at Fir Park, where consistency 


remains a problem. Motherwell 

are yet t° win at home in the 
Bell's Scottish League this sea- 
son and McLeish admits his 
team are finding life easier on 
their travels. 

A win at Celtic and a bard- 

foughi draw at Hibernian are 

both a testament to that, and 
McLeish is confident of cauang 

^upKtat Hearts, who are atm- 
tog tSuft fom- pomB 

Division. 


“Our recent run started in 
that game against Celtic and 
since then our approach has 
been more focused and posi- 
tive,” McLeish said. “I think a 
lot of our younger payers grew 
in stature after that game and 
now they have got to develop 
the right level of consistency." 

Celtic face Kilmarnock at 
Rugbv Park keen to bufid on 
only their second domestic tro- 
phv this decade, after lifting the 
Coca-Cola Cup last Sunday 


with a convincing 3-0 win 
against Dundee United at 
Ihrox. 

The Kilmarnock manager, 
Bobby Williamson, believes the 
much-improved form ol the 
former Chelsea man Pal Nevin 
could be a crucial factor. “Pat 
has done really well for us late- 
ly including three goals in the 
last two games." he said. 

The Dundee United man- 
ager. Tommy McLean, has re- 
solved to forget Iasi week's flat 


Coca-Cola Cup performance 
and return to winning ways at 
home to Dunfermline. 

“Nobody at Tannadice can 
deny that the last couple of 
weeks have been a big let-down 
lor the club,” McLean Said. 
"But we have got to pick our- 
selves up from that and react in 
the proper manner. The best 
way for us to prepare for Tues- 
day’s clash with Hearts is to gel 
a good performance and result 
aoainsl Dunfermline. 


Elsewhere, the bottom club, 
Aberdeen, have encouraged 
supporters to arrive eariy for the 
home meeting with St John- 
stone because they arc antici- 
pating a higher crowd than 
usual to welcome their new 
manager, Alex Miller. 

Tomorrow’s televised fix- 
ture sees Rangers take on Hi- 
bernian at Ibrox without their 
England midfielder, Paul Gas- 
coigne. who begins a four- 
match suspension. 


S IDELINES 

Winning their 
spurs at Chelsea 



THE 

EX-FILES 


Jimmy Greaves made light- 
ning look lazy whea he 
scored on his Chelsea debut 
at Tottenham 40 years ago. 

Long before he metamor- 
phosed into the rotund TV pundit known as Greavsie, this 
most perfect of predators was one of a large number of play- 
ers with a niche in the histoiy of both today’s opponents. 

Arriving at Spurs via Milan in 1961, Greaves linked with 
two forwards signed from Chelsea, Bobby Smith and Les Allen, 
Double-winners both, 'terry Venables made the same switch 
in ’66, and as manager would buy Gordon Durie from the 
Blues. 

The earliest transfers between the Lane and (be Bridge 
had been in the opposite direction. Ttao of Spurs’ FA Cup : 
winning sdde in 1901 , John Kiiwan and David Copeland, ap- 
peared in Chelsea’s inaugural fixture fburyears later. Vivian 
Woodward, wbo scored Spurs’ first League goal when be was 
also a dob director and an architect, resurfaced at Chelsea 
after retiring. 

Others with a dial connection indude Danny Blanchflower, 
Allan Harris, Tbmmy Harmer, Keith WfeHer, Micky Hazard, 
G raham Roberts, Colin Lee, Clive Allen (son of Les, who 
was swapped for Johnny Brooks), Peter Shreeves, Jason Gundy 
and dive Wilson, back in Spurs’ defence under Herr Gross. 
Talking of managerial Christians, Glenn Hoddle made quite 
a mark on both camps, though from Greavsie to Glenda, Spurs 
have had the better of the deals. 


Ten things 
that 
Everton’s 
Croat 
Slaven 
Bilic 
might be 
missing 
today 


1 Sunshine. Croatia’s 
2,600 hours of it every year 
are amon^t the longest in 
Europe. (While the blue 
ride of Liverpool lives in 
darkness at the moment.) 

2 The Kajkavian song 
festival in Krapina. Like 
Everton. away .wins, it hap- 
. pens annually. . 

3 The Una, Kupa, Sava, 
Drava and Danube delta. 
A Salty pilchards. 

5 Licko Senjska. A region 
of natural beauty as op- 
posed to a strange fetish 
club. 

6 Huntsmen's cries of 
“Deer, doe, boar and 



bear.” Makes a change 
from “Oh dear, doh! Tm 
bored, I can't bear this.* 1 

7 101 things Dalmatian. 

8 The shrine of Marija 
Bistrica, where the Virgin 
Mary has been seen and 
miracles have been expe- 
rienced after prayer. 
Howard Kendall has ob-. 
viousfy never been there. 

9 Plum and herb brandy. 

10 The rejuvenating spas 
at Umag, Opatija and 
Crikvenica. As hot as a 
post-match Goodison 
bath, but the contents 
aren’t as likely to go down 
the plug-bole. 



NAME OF THE GAME 

No 12: HARTLEPOOL UNITED 


Pbor old Hartlepool are arguably the Rxrtball League's most 
consistently unsuccessful dub. having been in its bottom 
division for all but three seasons since joining the Third 
Division North in 1921. They had to seek re-election to the 
League an unequalled 14 times and have the worst FA Cup 
record, never having readied the last 16. Changing their 
name has been about the most exciting event in the club's 
history: founded as Hartlepools United in 1908, the dub 
changed its name to Hartlepool in 1968 and to Hartlepool 
United in 1977. Which prompts just one question: why? 



THIS 

WEEK 


On 9 December 1989, the 
draw for the 1990 World Cup 
in Italy saw England 
grouped for their first-round 
games with the Republic of 
Ireland, tbe Netherlands 
and Egypt. 

Tbe reaction of Bobby 
Robson, the England man- 
ager, was echoed almost 
verbatim on Thursday by 
Glenn Hoddle. “It could 
have been better, could have 
been worse,” they said, eight 
years apart. 

In the 1990 finals, draws 
against their European op- 
ponents and a win over 
Egypt saw England 
progress to beat Belgium 
and Cameroon before go- 
ing out to West Germany in 
the semi-final. Scotland, 
drawn with Brazil Costa 
Rica and Sweden, fell at the 
first hurdle. 

THIS WEEKS TRANSFERS 



HISTORY 

LESSON 


As Aston Villa attempt to 
overcome a 2-1 deficit in the 
second leg of their Uefa Cup 
third-round tie against Steaua 
Bucharest next week they 
can find some encourage- 
ment from their own record 
in European competition. 

Although Villa have only 
ever lost the first leg in Eu- 
rope but gone on to win on 
one occasion, they did so in 
impressive style. In the first 
round of the 1983-84 Uefa 
Cup, Villa lost 1-0 away to 
Vitoria Guimaraes, but a 
Pbter Withe hat-trick helped 
them to a thumping 5-0 win 
in the second leg. Villa lost 
4-3 on aggregate to Moscow 
Spartak in the next round. 

Villa have played in the 
Uefa Cup four limes in the 
1990s, but this is the first 
time they have progressed 
beyond the second round. 


Transfers 

Free transfers or nominal toes 
unless statod 

Chris Coleman I defcm U afl Bbdktum la 
FJhsm (£2lm) 

Melee Alendderamn (iridfidder) FK 
Oottenbung (8we) uSMUdWadhenfev 
£750000) 

Dean Seundem (loriwitQ NaUntfan Fer- 
ns to SWMi UW ff«000» 

DwH Rennie (niJflekta) NorfhanXJton to 
PeBrtxKkjgh 

Damn Beckford (loraaidl TNS Lkreant- 
ffroldtoBiry 


Contributors: PHI Shaw, Me ft Harris, Paul Newman 

Reeders' contributions welcome. Send to StdeBnes, Sports Desk, 

The Independent, 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London EU SDL 


Loans/trials 

StawaChaitan (dsfenda) Sauffempton 
ttBnrtnQfem 

Martin FMiriiridlektar) Leeds toEtck- 
Pod 

Anriy Oray tiNriflektei) laedE to Buy 

Aden Read (defender) Btacktwn to 
fro™ 

Lowwks Dnriee HoraanA BratUord Ov 
mna*^WJ 
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Blatter combines a safe pair of hands with inspiration 



Billions watched him on television 
but the only thing most knew 
about the man conducting the 
World Cup draw was that he 
wants to ban tackling. He does 
not, but Fife’s general secretary 
does have a purge planned for the 
summer. Gfenn Moore, in Marseilles, 
listened to the thoughts of one of 
the most influential men in world 
footbalL 

There were some jeers when he stepped on 
stage but mostly puzzlement among the 
38,000 spectators at the Stade Velodrome 
and the billions watching around the globe. 
Who was this little, balding man? Why was 
he running die World Cap draw instead of 
Franz Beckenbauer, Michel Platini or one 
of the other luminaries involved in Mar- 
seilles on Thursday night 

The man was Sepp Blatter, the 62-year- 
old general secretary of Fife, the game’s 
world governing body. At that moment he 
looked just like the “Swiss watchmaker* his 
friend and boss, Joao Havelange, had af- 
fectionately called him the previous day. 

An hour later Blatter had the audience 
and viewers eating out of his hand. The 
draw had been conducted immaculately 
with just the right amount of restrained 
showmanship. A smite here, a gesture there, 
a telling pause every now and again as he 
held a nation's footballing fete in his hand 
before revealing it to the cameras. 

Thursday night was Blatter’s 25th draw 
- “my silver jubilee”, he said - but he was 
not doing it, as so often happens, out of ego- 
tism. As one veteran of these affair s said: 
“He does it because it is so complicated he 
can't trust anyone else not to cock it up.” 

The draws, however, are a small part of 
his work. In his day job Blatter, who is ef- 
fectively chief executive, provides much of 
the perspiration that keeps the game func- 
tioning and some of the inspiration behind 
its continued development. 

It is fashionable to knock Fife, as it is 
all sports bureaucracies. But compare 
football's relatively smooth progress towards 
world domination to the mess that crick- 
et, both rugby codes, athletics ami many oth- 
er sports continually find themselves in. 

The game is now truly global -“we have 
198 members", he notes - and, while 
Havelange has been the driving force be- 
hind football's development outside the tra- 
ditional Europe-South America axis. 
Blatter has often been the executor. This 
aspect was his first job at Fife after Have- 
lange, soon after his own election as pres- 
ident, had spotted him working for Swiss 
Timing- though not as a watchmaker -at 
the Munich Olympics. 

In England it is Fife's tinkering with the 
laws, or rather, as Blatter says, “their in- 
terpretation”, which has been noticed. 
After initial reservations they have gener- 
ally been for the good but recently it seemed 


he was going too far. “Blatter wants to out- 
law tackling'’ went the headlines. Does he? 

“Football is incredibly popular and 
sometimes it is a victim of its popularity,*’ 
he said after we met in Marseilles. “The 
important thing is we get people to talk 
about football but sometimes they get the 
wrong interpretation. This was literally a 
mistranslation due to there being two 
words for tackle in German. The point I 
was trying to make was that we have banned 
the tackle from behind but people are still 
making dangerous tackles and we must 
tighten the regulations on that” 


The inspiration for this, incidentally, 
comes not from Blatter but from Platini. 
“In Iialy in 1991 Michel said in the task 
force [a body set up by Blatter to consid- 
er ways of improving the game] we should 
ban tackling. Everyone thought ‘you can't 
do that’. He was pretty radical at the time 
but as the game has got faster we have seen 
more tackles from behind and that is what 
Michel was really on about. It is not just 
to prevent ball players like Platini himself 
- or Marco van Basten whose career was 
ended by such tackles - but also the ordi- 
nary Saturday afternoon player who gets 


crunched by people coming in trom behind, 
or from the side, with feet in the air.*' 

This initiative was successfully brought 
in before the IW World Cup. So whai will 
referees, at their Mareh gel -together, be 
told to crack down on next summer? 

“There will be a lot of emphasis on the 
distance of the wall al a frec-kick. There 
is no point talking about giving referees 
laser zappers shining on the ground and the 
referee saying gel hack to there' because 
players won t take any notice. Then what, 
does the referee zap them off at the knee? 
The law is there, they should be ^.15 me- 


tres from the ball and if they don't get back 
it is in the referees' power to give the near- 
est guy a yellow card - all they have to do 
is impiement it. The World Cup is Lhe shop 
« indow. ir you can gel the referees to ap- 
ply the laws of ihe game strictly in it ref- 
erees and players at lower levels will 
accept that is the way to do it." 

This wilL inevitably, lead to a rash of yel- 
low cards and dismissals of players collecting 
two yellows. Two possible disciplinaiy ad- 
justments. rugby league's sin-bin and hock- 
ey's use of three cards to similar effect have 
both been rejected partly on administra- 


tive grounds: “We have enough people com- 
ing and going as it is, with three substitutes 

in each side.” 

“The referee should not have a soft op- 
tion,” Blatter adds. “He should be strong : 
enough to say ‘that's a yellow or that’s a 
red'. There is a large body of thought that 
thinks the main problem is the yellow card 

- a lot of referees go for yellow when they 
know, in their heart of hearts, they should 
be showing a red.” 

The use of video to assist referees, which 
is supported by Platini, is rejected until it 
is perfect - and then only for assessing 
whether the ball has gone over the line. The 
principle of professional referees - though 
not to the extent it is their sole livelihood 

- receives favour, the idea of two referees . 
does noL 

On to another bugbear, the ever- 
expanding fixture let “The quickest and 
easiest way to reduce the pressure on play- 
ers remains reducing the top division by two 
clubs - that immediately cuts ouefaur-- 
matches a season. Obviously the dubs are 
not too keen as it will have a commercial 
impact but we should not kid ourselves. 
Most dubs, when they get an opportunity 
for a few free days, go off and play a friend- 
ly somewhere.” 

Clubs, espedaily in Europe, are grow- 
ing in wealth and. subsequently, power. The 
prospect of Fifa struggling to retain both 
control and the primacy of international 
football is a real one. 

“We need to maintain an equilibrium. 
You only have to look at Euro 96 or a World 
Cup, the whole country is united behind one 
team. National teams are and always wQ] 
be essential to the football landscape. 

“Football has become very attractive to 
people who have never been involved in it 
Bureaucrats and businessman think they 
can get a higher profile for themselves by 
getting involved, and one of the big prob- 
lems in football is not the game itself but 
the people on its periphery. 

“They are there because their wallet is 
in football and. in many cases, they are 
smarter than those who are there because 
their heart is in football.” 

Blatter, whfle influential, is technically 
just one of Fifa's 60 salaried employees (av- 
erage age 35 ). While he influences and ex- 
ecutes policy, Havelange. as president, 
shapes it. The 81-ycar-old Brazilian retires 
next summer and. this week, annotated Blat- 
ter his preferred successor with the words: 
“If my friend wins [the election] I would 
shake his hand. If he lost I would weep ” 

Very touching, but Blatter has yet to in- 
dicate he even wants the post - Lennart Jo- 
hansson. the president of European 
football's governing body, Uefa, is the only 
declared candidate. Will Blatter stand? He 
gives a classic politician's answer which re- 
veals nothing buL so long as he feels he can 
-work with Johansson, Blatter wiD proba- 
bly be happy enough to keep juggling the 
balls he already has in his grasp. Football 
can be grateful he appears to possess a safe 
pair of hands. 
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When the black market offers 
a way around the red tape 


Every football fen should go 
to a World Cup tournament; 
being part of the beautiful 
game's greatest gathering is an 
unforgettable experience. 
With next year’s finals if not 
quite coining home then at 
least visiting the neighbours, 
many supporters will be 
tempted to make this the one. 

For UK-based fans, trav- 
elling to France is easy - a 
plethora of trains, boats, cars 
and planes means that all 10 
venues should be easily and af- 
fordably accessed. Accom- 
modation, from hotels to 
camp sites, is plentiful and 
generally of a high standard. 
Which just leaves getting hold 
of tickets. 

And it's a minefield. The 
ticket distribution systems 
employed by World Cup and 
European Championship 
organisers have long been 
underpinned by the same ba- 
ste principles. The aim is to sell 
large blocks of tickets as ear- 
ly as possible to organisa- 
tions (and even individuals) 
who then face the task of re- 
distributing or perhaps re- 
selling them to people who 
actually intend going to the 
games. 200,000 of the 25 mil- 
lion tickets available for 
France are being sold to tour 
operators, with a further 
300,000 set aside for sponsors 
and commercial affiliates. 
French citizens bought all 
127 million France Passes - 
cards covering every group 
and round of 16 match at a 
specified venue. Effectively, 
this is a season ticket, but its 
inflexibility means that to at- 
tend games with friends or rel- 
atives. or to travel to different 
venues, supporters had to 
purchase a series of cards. 
Widespread trading and swap- 
ping of these therefore seems 
inevitable. 


STEVE 

BEAUCHAMPE 

ON THE 
TRAUMAS OF 
OBTAINING A 
TICKET FOR 
FRANCE 98 


At least French citizens 
could choose which fixtures 
and teams to watch. Fans res- 
ident in the remaining 190 Fifa- 
m ember countries effectively 
had no soch choice. Allocations 
to the 32 qualifiers for their 
own matches (France except- 
ed) are under 10 per cent of 
ground capacity. And with five 
of the venues holding fewer 
than 40,000 spectators, most 
countries will find demand 
out-stripping supply. Alloca- 
tions for other games are mi- 
nuscule, and for some fixtures 
they can be counted in tens. 

The system is crazy. If you 
a) wish to follow any country 
other than the one in which 
you reside; b) live in a coun- 
try that failed to qualify; or c) 
find that your own country’s al- 
location is over subscribed, 
then obtaining tickets offi- 
cially means approaching tour 
operators. Using their domi- 
nant market position, they 
can charge excessively for 
their packages (I was quoted 
£1,600 for a trip to the semi- 
final and final by one English 
company). The only alterna- 
tive for most supporters is 
the black market, which, 
though risky. and unpre- 
dictable, might bring results. 

A consequence of these 
Fife-approved ticket sales 
mechanisxis is that (for all but 
the biggest fixtures) there are 


often thousands of tickets 
searching for buyers, some- 
times right up until match day. 
Unable to purchase affordably 
priced tickets in England. I 
flew to the 1994 World Cup 
ticketless, targeted five games 
(two of which organisers in- 
sisted were sold out; and got 
into every one, just once pay- 
ing above face value, and 
then only by $5 (£3). One was 
marked Israeli FA; a friend's 
read property of the Pana- 
manian FA. At Italia 90, one 
sponsor had so many excess 
tickets for the England v 
Cameroon match that they 
gave fistfuls away outside the 
stadium before kick-off. 

So, while frustrated fans 
agonise over whether to trav- 
el to France, and those with 
blocks of tickets desperately 
tty to find buyers for them. 
World Cup organisers can re- 
lax, safe in the knowledge 
that ticket distribution is no 
longer their problem. Instead, 
they are able to tell both Fifa 
and the world's media that 
high ticket sales have helped 
ensure the tournament's prof- 
itability. 

A fundamental rethink is 
needed, aimed at getting tick- 
ets directly from tournament or- 
ganisers to those fens who 
actually wish to attend games. 
The feasibility of a system 
which allows tickets to be sold 
via credit cards and the Inter- 
net should be investigated and 

steps taken to prevent tour 
operators and national FAs 
from exploiting and abusing 
their access to ticket*. For 
France 98, a shambles is guar- 
anteed, but there is still time to 
improve things for Euro 2000 
and beyond. 

Steve Beauchampe Is a 
former International 
officer of the Football 
Supporters’ Association. 


United States 
hoping to 
build bridges 

Alan Rolhenberg, the United 
States Soccer Federation pres- 
ident. hopes that his national 
side's World Cup first-round 
game against Iran may be used 
to build bridges. “Maybe we can 
have soccer diplomacy like we 
had ping-pong diplomacy with 
China," he said yesterday. 

The States and Iran have 
been enemies since the Islam- 
ic revolution toppled the Amer- 
ican-backed Shah in 1979 and 
52 hostages were held at the US 
Embassy in Tehran for 444 
days. Eighteen years later, the 
nations have not resumed diplo- 
matic relations. 

“I don't think President 
Clinton is going to that game.” 
the US captain, John Harkcs, 
said yesterday. 

Both teams will attempt to 
avoid the political distractions. 
“The meaning of Fifa [the 
game's world governing body] is 
peace and unity.” the Iranian 
football federation president. 
Dariush Mostafavi, said. “We 
are thinking only of soccer, not 
politics. Vte are friends of the 
people of the USA. However. I 
think we have a chance of beat- 
ing the United States because 
they arc definitely not better 
than ns.” 

“I don’t think it's the group 
of death.” the US coach. SLcve 
Sampson, said. “I think (here 
are one or two more groups that 
arc stronger than ours.” 

The Romanian captain. 
Gheorghe Hagi, will retire from 
international football after next 
year’s World Cup finals. 

“Hagi has played for IS 
years at the greatest level of soc- 
cer and this will be enough for 
him." his agent, Giovanni Bc- 
cali, said yesterday. 

Hagi, 31 led his team-mates 
to the World Cup quarter-finals 
in 1994. During the qualifying 
rounds, he reached a record 32 
goals for Romania. His next 
game will be his 108th for his 
country. 


Small town may face rude awakening 


Despite the poor 
reputation of English 
supporters, John Lichfield 
reports from Paris that 
their hosts for the final 
World Cup group match 
next year are looking 
forward to their presence. 


Lens, the venue of one i ■! Eng- 
land's three first -stage mulches, 
is the smallest town ever to stage 
a World Cup game. 

The industrial town only 411 
miles from the English Channel, 
says it is "delighted” to have 
drawn one of England's fixtures. 
Whether the pleasure will sur- 
vive the night of 26 June, when 
England play Colombia in ihe 
last match in Group G is open 
to question. 

The Felix-Bollacrl stadium 
holds4!.275 people (6.KJM more 
than the town) and under ihe 
ticketing rules. England should 
be allocated just over 4.00U 
seats, with a few hundred more 


available through accredited 
travel firms. Any tickets re- 
lumed by Colombia will be sold 
to people with French address- 
es and French hank accounts. 

With Lens being so accessi- 
ble from England (30 minute’s 
Irom Calais In auloroulc). this 
may be a recipe for In luhlc. with 
hundreds « if i icketless fans cn »- 
ing the Channel. Bui officials in 
the town su> they arc pleased and 
honoured to have drawn their 
near -neigh) n >urs; they also hope 
the Jamakr.i-Croalia game on 14 
June will in attract London- 
based West Indians. 

“ I have spoken to dozens of 
officials and politicians in the 
town, and no one is worried in 
the leasi bit.” said Philippe 
Leelerq, head of the Leas office 
of the regional newspaper Lti 
I i tix du iViwif. “On the contrary, 
they think it is a groat honour. 

"They say they have been as- 
sured (hat supporters of the 
English national learn arc not 
like supporters of the big Eng- 
lish clubs. They are much more 
calm and responsible.” 


I f this is the level of research 
conducted by the town. Lens 
may be in for a rude awaken- 
ing indeed. A spokesman al the 
Town Hall said senior officials 
would consider what extra pre- 
cautions might be needed. Al 
present they were "delighted” 
with the outcome of the draw, 
which also gives them Ger- 
many versus Yugoslavia and 
Spain against Bulgaria. 

The draw emphasis the 
inflexibility of the system for 
allocating matches next year, on 
the same- night, in the same 
Group. Romania and Tunisia, 
will be playing the new 80.000 ca- 
pacity Stade do France near 
Paris. The organisers could 
switch the games buL with a large 
Tunisian community in Paris, this 
is said lo be extremely unlikely. 

English supporters with 
tickets for the Colombia game 
should probably consider stav- 
ing elsewhere ( in Lille or on f lie 
Channel coast). Lens has only 
one hotel on the list recom- 
mended by the World Cup «<r- 
ganising committee. By cnnirisu 


the venues for England’s first 
phase matches. Toulouse and 
Marseilles, are among the 
largest cities in France. 

The large North African 
community in Marseilles makes 
England's opening match on 15 
June almost a home game for 
Tlmisia. Officials in the rides also 
said yesLerday that they hud no 
reason to anticipate trouble with 
English fans after the generally 
good experience during the 
Toumoi dc Frunce last summer. 
# Despite Scottish fears that 
their fans may be squeezed out 
of the World Cup’s opening fix- 
ture. against Brazil, organisers 
were clear yesterday that the 
usual rules on ticket allocation 
will apply. OftbeSO.OOO tickets 
for the game at Si Denis, the 
French allocation has already 
hcen s» ild or at least accounted 
for. Of the other 28 per cenu 
eight per cent will go to tour 
< 'penih >rs, whfle the other 20 per 
cent will he divided between the 
Brazilian and Scottish author- 
ities -giving Scottish faasa min- 
imum of 8.000 tickets. 
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Hoddle seeks way to avoid tension 


With the World Cup 
draw finally made, 
England and Scotland 
are finalising their 
preparations and as 
Qenn Moore discovers, 
Glenn Hoddle’s men may 
be at home when the 
Scots open the 
tournament. 


England, like most of their 
supporters, could begin their 
World Cup watching Scotland 
take on Brazil from the comfort 
of ihetr own living room - al- 
beit without lhe case or beer. 

Thm is one scenario being 
considered by Glenn Hoddle as 
he seeks a way to avoid England's 


late stun lo next summer's tour- 
nament counting against them. 

Under World Cup regula- 
tions England do not need to 
arrive in France until lhe 
evening ol It) June. fi\e days 
I V I ore l heir opening fixture 
with Tunisia in Marseille and a 
few hours after the Scots open 
the competition in Paris. 

1 m h.ippv with ihe draw bui 

not the laic start.” slid Noddle 
in Marseille yesterday. ■■ | \ V . mid 
prelcr lo gel under w-jy earlier. 
There will he matches being 
played, ihe team will watch 
them on television hut not be 
able to play themselves. Thai 
could lead lo a hluld-up in ten- 
sion. We could watch the 

••pen ing ceremony then fly uui." 

England .» pre-tournament 
preparations are likely to begin 


with a week abroad, in Portu- 
gal. Spain nr France, perhaps 
with a game, before the players 
are given lime of) to be with 
their families, Hiev would then 
meet up at Bisham Abhcv. their 
domestic base, before' living 
out lo their World Cup retreat 
at La Baule. near Nantes. 

I nmi this attractive Brit- 
l:m> rcsorr il li; y will travel to 
each nuidi by air the day before 
the game and return lo the At- 
lantic uum afterwards. Hoddle. 
M, h" had already scouted Mar- 
seille ami Lens, flew back for 
today s | iverpoolv Manchester 
United game leaving FA staff lo 
look for overnight aecommn- 

I' 'Ulouse. Scotland are 

undecided uhoul their likely 
'■isc. Craig Bmw n and his staff 
were assessing options, mainlv 


around Lyon and Si Etienne, 
yesterday. 

Both teams w ill also be step- 
ping up their scouting operation, 
especially in reference to 
Tunisia and Me irocco. the north 
.African teams draw by England 
and Scotland respectively. 

Should England qualify sec- 
ond from their group they could 
* aCc .■'nreminu. Germany and 
Brazil in seven days. Or they 
roittfii face unexpected opposi- 
tion in the seo >nd round though 
11 is hard to imagine either 
Japan or Jamaica qualifying at 
tife expense of Argentina or 
(•’matin. 

■'Wh(H.-ver we play will not be 
C:|S V.' said Hoddle. “If it is a sur- 
prise team (hey will be there for 
; i reason - because they arc a 
gotxd side.” 
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France the target for goal-hunters Fowler and Cole 


Unpredictable Liverpool 
could surprise us all by 
getting the better of 
Manchester United 
today in a game that 
also gives rival England 
strikers the chance to 
show their World Cup 
worth. 

Phil Shaw looks at the 
weekend ahead while 
Nick Harris (below) 
analyses the programme 
match by match. 


As the spotlight swings from 
Marseilles to Merseyside, from 
a spectacle that engaged an en- 
tire planet to the parochial busi- 
ness of Premiership success 
and survival, both Liverpool 
and Everton have the world to 
play for. 

In their last home fixture, 
Liverpool lost humiliatingly to 
the bottom club, Barnsley. In 
the next, this morning, they 
confront Manchester United. 
It speaks volumes for their 
baffling in consistency and ex- 
ceptional capabilities that no 
one will be unduly surprised if 
they defeat the champions. 

Roy Evans' prospects of 
continuing as Liverpool man- 
ager did not look auspicious af- 
ter the Barnsley ddbacle. 
Before United there was the 
small matter of a trip to Ar- 
senal. Highbury presented 


their problems and potential 
in microcosm: Steve McMa- 
naman, languid for most of the 
match, suddenly stirred him- 
self to win the match with a vir- 
tuoso goal. 

United realise better than 
most the folly of characteris- 
ing any game as crucial or de- 
cisive before the season has 
even reached the half-way 
stage. Alex Ferguson was no 
more triumphal ist after Sun- 
day's rout of Blackburn than he 
was panicked by defeat at Ar- 
senal last month. 

That said, the match could 
make or break Liverpool's 
chances of featuring in the ti- 
tle race. They are currently 
nine points off the pace with a 
game in hand. A 12-point 
deficit would present psycho- 
logical as well as practical dif- 
ficulties, especially now that 


United are all but free to con- 
centrate on defending the title. 

Suspension and injury have 
spared squeamish spectators 
the sight of Paul Incc and Roy 
Keane going head to head, but 
the match will provide a fasci- 
nating comparison between 
two strikers who may be com- 
pering for one place in Eng- 
land's World Cup squad for 
France. 

Robbie Fowler returns for 
Liverpool, almost certainly to 
link up with Michael Owen in 
a bid to expose Gary Pailister’s 
susceptibility to pace. Andy 
Cole will be striving to show 
that his glut of goals for Unit- 
ed against Barnsley and 
Sheffield Wednesday can be 
maintained against Evans' 
rather quicker defenders. 
With a 7ft 6 in bronze cast of 
Bill Shankly newly unveiled at 


Anfield, it could be a bad day 
for centre-backs to look stat- 
uesque. 

How Everton would love to 
be in a position where being 
cast adrift referred to the lead- 
ership rather than last place. 
After another week in which 
their chairman, Peter John- 
son. failed to clarify the posi- 
tion regarding what funds, if 
any, are available to Howard 
Kendall, they travel to Leeds 
seeking to end two desperate 
sequences. 

It is a year next week since 
Everton beat Derby at the 
Baseball Ground with a last- 
minute goal, their last away 
win in 20 games. Worse still, 
their record at EUand Road 
'shows not a single success in 
32 League visits stretching 
back to 1951. 

A sixth successive Pre- 


miership defeat would leave 
Everton needing to win half 
their remaining matches to 
stay up. Leeds, in contrast, 
have won four in a row for the 
first time since April 1995 
when, coincidentally, Howard 
Wilkinson was named Carling 
Manager of the Month as 
George Graham was yester- 
day. 

Man for man, Everton 's 
line-up does not look conspic- 
uously inferior to Lee d s'; the 
difference is that Graham has 
instilled a spirit which has 
helped the Yorkshire side come 
from behind in the last three 
victories. Whatever happens to- 
day, Johnson is assured of a 
rough ride at Goodison's an- 
nual meeting on Monday. 

Chelsea's pursuit of Man- 
chester United collides head- 
on with Tottenham’s need to 


put dear water between them- 
selves and the relegation zone. 
Precedent does not augur well 
for Christian Gross in his first 
home game in charge of Spurs. 
Chelsea have won five and 
lost none in eight meetings at 
White Hart Lane dating back 
a decade. 

Arsenal’s championship 
hopes are in danger of be- 
coming history unless they snap 
out of a six-match run without 
a win. The trek to Newcastle, 
who may have j&ustioo Asprilla 
back as they try to cling on the 
leaders’ coat-tails themselves, 
will have given them rime to re- 
flect on the resilience which 
won the day at St James’ Park 
a year ago. Aisfcne Wenger's 
team played all but 22 minutes 
without the sent-off Tony 
Adams, yet still prevailed with 
an Ian Wright goal. 


John Hanson's scot! 
spree, coinciding with six 
ren outings for Wright, 
prompted once-unthinkjj 
doubts about Wenger's 
dam in selling the Welshma 
West Ham. However, 
three of Hanson's 17 goals 1 
come away from Upton P 
mirroring his side's retur^ 
just one point out of 21 on 
road. Derby's unbeaten sia 
Pride Park suggests they 
struggle to break the spell] 
But if Everton, Spurs 
West Ham feel they are labj 
ing against the odds, spa 
thought for Coventry. Ain 
in their customary lowly f 
rion. and lacking the iuji 
Gary McAllister, they makt 
short hop to Aston Villa k q 
ing they have never won th 
despite 23 attempts spr 
over 60 years. 
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Aston Villa v Coventry 

Leading scorer 
Last season: 2-1 


Dublin 8 


Aston Villa’s versatile Simon Grayson may start his first game for a 
. , month as central defenders Gareth Southgate. Riccardo Sdmeca and 
^ David Hughes are all doubtful through injury. Midfielder Ian Taylor 
" wil1 once again be missing as he sits out the final game of a three- 
match ban. Goalkeeper Mark Bosnich, back from international duty 
with Australia, is set to return to the side in place of former Eng- 
land Under-21 keeper Michael Oakes. Villa have won only one of 
their past six Premiership games. 

Coventry captain Gary McAllister misses the derby with a knee in- 
juiy sustained last week. Coventry, who have never won at Villa Park, 
recall David Burrows after a one-game absence. He was left out of 
the side that lost 2-0 at home to Leicester last week because he 
was involved in proposed transfer swap with Sheffield Wednesday's 
Mari: Ffembridge, which has now fallen through. Irish midfielder Willie 
Boland is suspended. Norwegian Trond Soltvedt and Dane Martin 
Johansen are in contention to take over in midfield. 



Blackburn v Bolton 


Sutton II 


Leading scorer 
Last season: No fixture 


Bhke 8 



Blackburn's leading scorer Chris Sutton (knee) has had treatment 
and should be fit, while captain Tim Sherwood and defender Jeff 
Kenna have both passed tests on minor injuries. Norwegian defender 
Tore Pedersen has a minor injury but will be left out anyway, as Col- 
in Hendry returns. Hendry has been out for a month with a back 
injury and will replace Ffedersen, partnering Stephane Henchoz in 
defence. Kevin Gallacher is now folly fit and available after being on 
the substitutes' bench at Old Traffond last week. 

Bolton defender Gerry Taggart having completed a six-match ban, 
is available for selection. Central defender Chris FaircJough and folk 
back Neil Cox are also available after recovering from injury, but all 
three may struggle to win immediate recalls. Colin Todd is likely to 
begin with a back four of captain Gudni Bergsson, Mark Fish. Andy 
Todd, and Mike Whitlow, with Taggart on the bench. Todd's side 
will be buoyed by their I -0 win over Newcastle last Monday, and 
will start Nathan Blake and Dean Holdsworth up front 


wakenln? 


Derby v West Ham 

Wanchope K) Lewfing scorer Hanson 17 

Last season: 1-0 


t Igor Stimac ends a two-morrth absence when he returns to first- 
team football today. The Derby captain has finally recovered from 
the back injury that has kept him out since October and will re- 
place Dean Yates. Although Stimac is bad-, Danish defender Jacob 
Uursen is still out with a knee injury and midfielder Robbie van der 
Laan misses his eighth game with a damaged ankle. Derby, unbeat- 
en at home in Premiership, will be looking to recover from their 
4-0 defeat at Chelsea last week. 

Stan Lazaridis and Andy Impey are doubts for West Ham today but 
Paul kJtson should make a return after 10 weeks out. with a groin 
injur/. Goalkeeper Ludek MiWosto missed the 4-1 win over Crys- 
tal Palace on Wednesday with a neck ir^ury, and might not feature. 
Midfielder Frank Lampard has recovered from the virus which has 
kept him out for two games. The Hammers’ will be looking to repli- 
cate their home form - nine wins from the last 10 games - away, 
where they have won just once and lost seven times this season. 


Leeds v Everton 


Wallace 10 


Leading scorer 
Lost season: 1-0 


Cadamaneri, 
Speed 5 



Two of Leeds’ international contingent Lucas Radebe and Harry 
Kewefl. are doubtful for today South African defender Radebe. who 
will fly out immediately after the game for tomorrow's friendly with 
Brazir in Johannesburg, might play despite a groin strain but Aus- 
tralian striker Kewell has a knee problem which has only allowed 
him to undergo light training this week. Captain David Hopkin is 
definitely out as he completes a three-game suspension. Leeds man- 
ager, George Graham, has steered his side to four consecutive 

• Premiership wins. . 

Everton are likely to recall Andy Hincbdrffe as they attempt to end 

a sequence-of 20 successive away games 
bade te a l-O victory win at Derby m December D*e 

.^Wason also returns to the squad altar W today. ^1°™- 
9 gian goalkeeper Thomas Myhre has covered from a 
. ing'injiiry. and wilfirfso be in the squad, although evi 
expected to play after recovering from bruised nbs. 



Leicester v Crystal Palace 

'MariMT:-' Leading «orw ShlpperieyS 

. Last season: No fixture 

.Martin O'Neill's side are back in the Premiership top L^i^idbe 
' 2*0 victory at Coventry fast weekend 

without ejgftt pfaya"stocfey. Ian Marshall Stew? 
py fece late fitness'tests after joining long-term absenl hfe 
lor on tffe injury list while Garry Parker remains aksen 
v . daughter is seriously it Entile Heskey is still suspen - • 

• • ■ tee is or? loan at Birmingham and Mark Robins is oo ng 

dubin Greece. Rob IflLthome could be added to the squad for 
the first4rie since breaking his ankle 10 months ago. . 

Oystal pabce are likely to be without Jamie Smith, who PfV 
after Q'miriutes ortfje'4^1 rmfweek defeat at West . . 

^ otherwise another player with an ankle problem- 

- * . is fit tmough to. travel and could play, as cou o 

•" f*^tirribardo remains out with thigh musde injury P** 8 - ^ ^ 

■ •.^Wg wrth Italy prfor to their Vvtorfd Cup qualifying p |a / * ___ 

.Russia, tsradli Itsjk ZbHartOLdd get only his second Premia ’P 


.And statistics 


Away form holds the key 



David Hopkin scores 
Leeds United's fourth 
goal In their 4-3 win at 
Blackburn Rovers. Leeds 
have the Premiership’s best 
away record, with live wins in 
their eight games away from 
Bland Road 


It is one of football's truisms that championships are 
won away from home. The leading teams nearly al- 
ways have good home form; champions must achieve 
similar success on their travels as well. 

In their championship years Manchester United have 
usually performed consistently well away from Old 
Trafford. This season, however, there are five Premier- 
ship teams who have picked up more away points than 
Alex Ferguson's side. United lead the table thanks to a 
near-perfect home record of seven wins and one draw 
from eight games. 

Of the likely challengers to United, Leeds, Chelsea and 
Blackburn have the most productive away form. Leeds, 
in fourth place in the Premiership, have the best away 
record, having taken 16 points on their travels and only 
13 from games at EUand Road. 

One of Leeds' home defeats was against the team 
with the most surprising away form this season, 
Crystal Palace. Despite their midweek defeat at 
West Ham, Palace have earned 1 6 points from 
away games. Contrast this with their home 
record, which shows no wins, four defeats and just 

three draws. 
Palace's 
reconi is in 
sharp contrast 
to that of their 
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Statistics: Brian Sears 


conquerors on 
Monday night 
West Ham have 
picked up only four 
points away from Upton 
Park, where they have won six of their seven Premier- 
ship matches. 

At the bottom of the table Everton have earned just two 
points from their travels. Sheffield Wednesday and 
Barnsley have the worst defensive records, having both 
conceded 25 goals away from home. 

Overall, the proportion of Premiership points won away 
from home this season is surprisingly high - 40 per 
cent 

Manchester United, predictably, boast the best away 
Premiership record in a single season (1993-94, when 
they won 13 of their 21 games away from Old Traf- 
ford), while Leeds have the worst record: in 19 92-93 
they failed to win a single game away from home, 
though they avoided relegation thanks to their good 
form at Bland Road, where they lost only once. 
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Liverpool v Man Utd 

Fowler 8 Leading scorer Cole 0 

Last season: 1-3 


Liverpool, who helped Manchester United last Sunday by 
Arsenal at Highbury, face up to their biggest test of the seakij 
out inspirational captain and former Old Trafford midfield 
lnce, who completes his three-match suspension. I nee’s abd 
compensated for by the return of Robbie Fowler (ban), whej 
ly to replace Karlheinz Riedle and partner Michael Owen in 
Rob Jones is not yet folly recovered from an Achilles problenj 
Mark Wright (back) is still not ready fora recall. Out-otfovour 
Thomas, who has rejected a move to Coventry, is unlikely 
Manchester United's Gary Pallister (hip) and Nicky Butt (shij 
needed treatment following last week’s 4-0 win over Blackbij 
both were yesterday cleared by Alex Ferguson to play at 
today. Ferguson may well leave last Sunday’s side unchanged 
Paul Scholes is still suspended and Roy Keane and Denis Irj 
injured United go into the game with a three-point cushioi 
large goal-difference lead at the top of the Premiership. 



Newcastle v Arsenal 

Asprfib 6 Leading scorer Bergkamp 12 

Last season: 1-2 


Faustino Asprilla could eventually make his return for Newc 
ter tearing a stomach muscle during their Champions' Leagu( 
in Kiev two months aga He is nearly folly recovered from 
five surgery. John Barnes was thought to have tom a ham- 
last Saturday's 2- 1 win at Crystal Palace but it was only a or 
he is likely to start along with goalkeeper Shay Given, whos 
der and ankle injuries have cleared up. 

Nicolas Andka (ankle) is available again for Arsenal after r 
and could threaten the place of the out-of-form Ian Wright 
Viera (knee) is still out although he could return next wt 
Parlour (knee) has an outside chance of passing a late fitn 
Steve Bould completes a three-match ban for five yellow a 
Frenchman Giles Grimandi starts one. Arsene Wfenger ha 
cide whether to change his formation, bringing in a third cen 
alongside Adams and Martin Keown, or stick to his favours 
with Alberto Mendez challenging Stephen Hughes for a rrodfie 


Tottenham v Chelsea 

Ginota 5 Leading scorer VoJE to 

Last season: 1-2 


Christian Gross has a number of injury problems. Sol Ca 
shoulder strain makes him doubtful, although there is a cfj 
will be fit If Campbell fails to make the team. Gross will 
captain's armband to Colin Calderwood. CakJerwood did : 
ure in the first team towards the end of Gerry Francis' n 
was employed by Gross in a midfield holding role in las 1 
2-0 win at Everton. Chris Armstrong is still a long-term a 
while Steffen fversen (foot) and Rory Allen (ankle) are both 
Jose Dominguez has recovered from injury and is back, in th 
Ruud Gullit yet to field an unchanged Chelsea side in back- 
matches this season, has no fresh injury worries after las 
4-0 win over Derby but is still without Eddie Newton (bra 
and Gustavo Pbyet (ruptured knee ligament). Italian stnler! 
ca Vialli. still Chelsea's top scorer with 10 goals in nine gari 
left out against Derby but is in a squad of 19 today, along < 
young midfielder Mari. Nicholls and Gullit himself. ! 



Tomorrow 

Wimbledon v Southampton ! 

Cort 6 Leaning scorer Davies K) 

Last season: 3-J ' 


Joe kinnear is without five of his first-team squad for torni 
Wimbledon's injury crisis worsens- Jason Euell and John G 
are long-term injunes and Brian McAllister and Alan rim 
not responded to treatment Efan Ekoku will have a late fit 
on an injured ankle. Kinnear now hopes that with the Wt 
finalised, his international players, especially Jamaica's Robt 
will be able to concentrate on domestic matters. 
Norwegian international Egil Ostenstad is in contention fo 
to Southampton's starting line-up for the first time in two 
Ostenstad has not started a game since undergoing anklej 
in October but the striker scored for the reserves in mid] 
ter appearing as a late substitute in the 3-2 home defeat against 
Wednesday last weekend. Kevin Davies, named as joint Car 
er of the Month for November this week, will tale his pla 
tack, looking to add to his 10 goals this season as Saints, loq 
a run of three successive defeats. 
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8 D Energy —.9 i 33 38 422 
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12 M SedanhamB 0 30 30 3.75 
13U Rennie...^ 0 33 33 337 
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McEnroe revives memories as he puts one over on his old adversary 



John McEnroe stretches for the ball during his victory over Bjorn Borg in the ATP Senior Tour of Champions at the Royal Albert Hall yesterday 


Report, page 21 : Photograph: Robert Hal lam 


RUGBY UNION 


Coaches wrestle with different worlds in final Test 


1 

I If Clive Woodward’s 
' England are climbing 
t purposefully among the 
foothills of the 
J international rugby 
t mountain, John Hart's 
a All Blacks are so 
enjoying the view from 
rthe summit of Everest 
that they are in no hurry 
to descend. Chris Hewett 
expects New Zealand to 
touch even greater 
heights this afternoon. 


England in turmoil. New Zea- 
land in Arcadia. Four altrilionnJ 
weeks on the ruad have knocked 
chunks out of both sides and nei- 
ther will venture unscathed into 
today's second Test at Twicken- 
ham. The similarity ends there, 
however. While Clive Wood- 
ward has spent his week 
wrestling with selection riddles 
at stand-off. -wing, prop and 
hooker, anyone might have 
been forgiven for thinking that 


the only dilemma facing the All 
Blacks was whether Zinzan 
Brooke, their majestic No 8, 
should celebrate his 100th and 
last game for the silver fern by 
scoring to the left of the Eng- 
lish posts or the right. 

Events may conspire to make 
fools of us all of course, although 
there is more likelihood of Zin- 
ny flummoxing everyone by' scor- 
ing between the posts than of 
England turning the world on its 
head by inflicting what would be 
only the second defeat on the All 
Blacks since John Hart took over 
some 30 matches ago. 

Lawrence Dailaglio's men 
should want this one more than 
the tourists, if only to cam 
Woodward some son of re- 
ward for the spirit of adventure 
he has brought lo the national 
cause. Sadly, England are no 
belter placed to sneak a psy- 
chological advantage than they 
are to steal a technical or tac- 
tical march on the finest side to 
visit these shores since Basil 
Kenyon's Springboks gave 
British backsides a fearful 
Grand Slam kicking in 1951. 


It is not England’s penalty- 
laden 15-9 victory over New 
Zealand in 1993 that rankles with 
Hart. He was out in the North 
Hand cold at the time. The grem- 
lin lurking under the coach's skin 
is of far more recent vintage, 
stemming as it does from events 
at Old Trafford a fortnight ago. 

Hart was genuinely angered 
bv Martin Johnson's assault on 


Justin Marshall thoroughly in- 
sulted by Richard CockerilTs 
one-man invasion of the haka 
and, if truth be told, wholly de- 
flated by his side's failure to use 
two early tries as the launchpad 
for something truly memorable. 
“Maybe we let the occasion gel 
to us." he said yesterday, “but 
we’ve played at Twickenham 
before so it won't be happening 


ENGLAND v NEW ZEALAND 


M Perry - 
D Rees_. 


at Twickenham 


-Bath 15 
...Sale M 


C Cullen. 
J Wilson. 
F Bunce.- 


W Greenwood Leicester 13 

P de Glanville Bath 12 W Little — 

A Healey Leicester II J Lomu_ 

P Grayson Northampton 10 A Mehrtens 

K Bracken .Saracens 9 


Kanawa tu 

Otago 

_N Harbour 
..N Harbour 
— Counties 
..Canterbury 


J Leonard Harlequins I 

R Cockerill - — Leicester 2 

D Garforth Leicester 3 

M Johnson Leicester 4 

G Archer Newcastle 5 

L DaJJaglro .Wasps, capt 6 

R Hill — Saracens 8 

N Back. Leicester 7 

Replacements M T Sampson 
(Newcastle}: 17 M Dawson 
(Northampton); 18 C Sheasby 
(Wasps); 19 D C r e wcoclc (Saracens); 

20 K Yates (Bach); 21 M Ragan (Bath). 
Referee: I Ftemmg (Scotland.) 


J Marshall Canterbury, capt 

M Allen Manawatu 

N Hewitt .Southland 


0 Brown 

1 Jones 

R Brooke 


TRandell. 


Z Brooke.. 


Auckland 

...._...N Harbour) 

Auckland 

Otago 

Auckland 


J Kronfeld— Otago 

Replacements: 16 S McLeod 
(WeOngion); 17 C Spencer (AudAnd); 

18 j Preccan (Auckland): 19 C 
Riechefmim (Auckland): 20 C Barren 
(Taranald): 21 A O twr (Otago) 

Kick-off: 20 (Sly Sports 2i 
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Friday's solution 



Last Saturday's solution 



HEBEI EJUlElQa EJnQlZJ 

a 

B 

a 

a 


luuuli amnam ehhb 

m 

u 

\m 
m 


UMQliliiUQ until HU BID 


ACROSS 

Aussie town in which firm’s 
controlled by Conservative 
politician's helper (10) 
Apple variety nora Nepal? 
No, Rhode Island, surpris- 
ingly (9) 

In fact 1 reeularly suffer re- 
duction in interest (4) 

10 Girl catching boy's infec- 
tion. possibly (6) 

1 1 Erect bearing (8) 

13 Having no success finding 
error in record book (6) 

14 A day-pit worked out? 
That s unusual (8) 

1 7 Worker accepting two hair- 
styles should be ample? (8) 

19 Vehicle in excellent condi- 
tion (6) 

31 City playins Celtic, exem- 
plifying different styles? (8) 

23 Where you’d have found 
Greek philosopher solving 
my clue? (6) 

25 Boast about period dress • 
14) 

26 Girl’s after musical instru- 
ment - not piano, wind in- 
strument (9) 

27 Expensive pieces must be 
entrusted to English con- 
servation bod)’, sweetie-pie 
( 10 ) 


DOWN 


1 Uncommonly bad open- 
ing for article, agreed? 
Ub discarded (9) 

2 The men sounded cocky 
(4) 

3 Contend small child 
must receive illuminated 
address, firstly (8) 

4 Student element re- 
quired to assimilate a 
classical subject (5) 

5 Woollen garment put on 
by a chap, originally a 
heart patient (7) 

6 Utensils supplied for 
meal are new. specially 
ordered (10) 

7 Views given by German 
people (6) 

12 Rich, parsimonious, 
happy medium? (6. 4) 

15 Cat s-pow seen to be- 
have timidly? (9) 

16 Scramble in which man’s 
caught in pincer move- 
ment (8) 

18 A service heartless 
pawnbroker’s first to for- 


get (7) 

20 Type of acid making ice 
act unpredictably (b) 

22 Knitting pattern sailor 
left in church? (5) 

24 Not chorccd, hence at 
liberty 1 (4) 

The Rim Bn correct sol mums to this week's puzzle opened next Thurv 
daj receive hardbackcd copies of the Orforf Dictionary of QiwUtien.s, An- 
swers and winners' nano will be published next Saturday Scud wtntfons 
loSarunhy Crossword. RO.Bm4QI8,Thc Independent. 1 Canarfn Square, 
Canary Wharf, London E14 5BL Please use the box number and postcode 
and give jour own postcode. Last week's winners: B ftnUrfd^orOerein T 

FadcrCoitis, Hovetoir; RGaBoway. EtfinbOTgii: D RoQs, Lekesto; N Swann. 
WoridnglOB. 


again. Our tour is not over un- 
til the final whistle this afternoon 
and we want to end it property." 

Intriguingty, Hart wants his 
players to seize the day for its 
own sake. “International rugby 
is so special that it makes no 
sense to play for anything but 
the present," be said. “I don’t 
see the 1999 World Cup as the 
be all and end all We could lose 
in '99- we're talking about one- 
off matches, after all - but, if we 
did. would it destroy the things 
we achieved in '96 and '97 and 
might yet achieve in '98? Not in 
ray book, it wouldn’t. 

“There are things for us to 
celebrate in this game that will 
never happen again - Zinny's 
retirement, Olo Brown’s 5 Orb 
cap - and I want us to do right 
by those landmarks." 

For Woodward. 1999 is what 
this exercise is all about. Defeat 
today will leave him without a 
victory from his first four Tests 
and, given the fact that the fifth 
will be against France in Paris, 
a man of weaker will might be 
tempted to revert to English 
type, play safe on the selection 


ON 

MONDAY 


“Since 1 995 our approach to the 
game has changed and our fitness 
is better. This team is definitely 
the fastest and we flay a for more 
expanshv game’ 

Sean Fitzpatrick talks to 
Ian Stafford about tearing the 
All Blacks 


front and attempt to kick his 
way out of trouble. Which is pre- 
cisely what he will not do. 

“If the World Cup was being 
played this month, we’d be in no 
position to win iL" he said “But 
I can see us winning it in two 
years' time. I have a vision of bow 
we should be playing and I intend 
to stick to it, both against New 
Zealand and throughout the 
Five Nations in the new year. Yes, 
I’m disappointed we're going into 
this game without a win. No, I'm 
not going to ditch my opinions. 
This is no lime to start fudging 
the issues that this series against 
the southern hemisphere sides 
have thrown up." 

The issues today are concen- 
trated in two distinct areas: the 
respective front and back threes. 
The absence of Craig Dowd 
and Sean Fitzpatrick undeni- 
ably lends New Zealand’s front 
row a more human appearance 
and a world-class opposing trio 
might do enough to force the 
Brooke brothers, Andrew Mehr- 
tens and the rest on to the back 
foot. Unfortunately, England 
have looked anything but world- 


class in that theatre of action. 

Should the tourists achieve 
parity or better at the set-piece, 
watch out world. Given decent 
ball and a yard to run in, Chris- 
tian Cullen, Jeff Wilson and 
Jonah Lomu will surely fire 
enough bullets to penetrate an 
English defence seriously short 
of physical douL not to mention 
international know-how. 

Woodward will not be too 
depressed if New Zealand win 
by 20 dear points - but Hart will 
be more than a little cheesed off 
if it is any closer. 

Randell at hub, 
Scotland’s fear, page 21 
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f ootball 

Venables ‘on 
brink of leavin 
Portsmouth* 

There was confusion over? 
future ofTfeny WnaHeS*^ 
Portsmouth last night after ^ 
denied rumours that hehadrfe- 
signed as the chapman of the 
First Division, dub.' He' con- 
firmed, however, that bewonld 
be considering his future at 
Pompey over the weekend : 

Venables, who iri bi&’capaf- 
ily as the coach to the Australian 
pann nal side saw them fail to 
quality for the World Cup last' 
week, failed to arrive for train- 
ing ai Portsmouth’s Stoneham 
training ground yesterday and 
staff were told he bad resigned 

It appeared last night, how- 
ever, that Venables is involved 
in a dispute over his stake in the ' 
club with his fellow sharehold- 
er, Martin Gregory. 

Venables blamed a “lack of 
communication” for the series 
of events which has seen Gre- 
gory decide not to transfer a 51 
per cent shareholding in the 
club to the former England 
and Tottenham manager. 

Venables was said to have 
withdrawn his offer to come to 
the financial rescue of the dub, 
which would have meant pay- 
ing staff wages from his own 
pockets. 

Speaking on Meridian Tele- 
vision last night, Venables said: 

‘As of now I’m still the chair- 
man of the dub until such time 
as I choose different I expect 
to make ^decision on my future 
at the dub by the end of the 
weekend ' : 'v 

“The dub’s financial crisis / 
was solved yesterday, you can 
speak to the bank and I'm sure 
they'll tell yon that everything a 
was solved until last night” 

Talking about Gregory, Ven- 
ables added “If heis saying I’m 
spending too much time with 
Australia, he may or may not be 
right But it was stressed from 
day one that J had a contract 
with Australia and I had to ful- 
fill iL" 

Venables said if he does de- 
cided to resign the shares will 
still be his. He added: “Of 
course I will still have direa con- 
trol of the club." 

According to the Gregory 
family, the shares have never 
been registered in Venables’ 
name, and they have now with- ' 
drawn the offer of three sha res. >: os-,; — 
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Survive Christmas without a financial hangover 


#■' ‘ •• 


Will yours be a plastic 
^Christmas? For millions 


f p L N H I LL 

\ 1? * 1 N 


^cnnsrmasf r-or minions 
Tof us, that’s exactly how 
we propose to spend an 
estimated 10 per cent of 
- our annual disposable 
income. Using credit to 
pay for the festivities is 
not necessarily a bad 
idea. But using the 
wrong card can lead to 
bad hangovers m the 
new year, lain Morse leads 
us through the options. 




The people who run Hatreds 
' f v^rp, happy this year. Punters are 
T^offiogin through the doors, dlls, 
are bleeping and spending at the 
checkouts is up to the h a i ls one 
would expect for so famous a 
store. AHarrods spokesperson 
says: “We are out of the reces- 
acmand people feel confident.” . 
But fofjhe rest of us, whose 

spendingfe likely to take place 
in farnfore prosaic surround- 
the festivities can lead to 
and not just 

the httgcner type. 

: cards are one way of 

easing- tashflow worries. Most 

“Of us^e one and, with more 
%han 2Vra&km Visa cards in the 


rUK,lteiaficatk»sare that our 
plastkL fnead will bear the 
bnmtgfthe Christmas bflJs. 
v . _H^a3 Bank of Scotland has 
f«eai?Bbsica^^ 
over the Gtristmas period At 



RBS,-^jytje Goodwinfliffiks we 


^a t^p^aiy source of bor- 
= a lot of card 
^jeafipg, in tbejfour weks 
^adi^to'QirstmasJLast year 
fcistda|eti £l25m, wtb a 30 


year. In January, personal over- 
drafts and loans take over as 
customers refinance their bor- 
rowing.” 

The basic principle of card 
spending is simple enough. 
Most offer up to 57 days’ in- 
terest-free credit on spending 
up to their limit, usually set at 
a minimum balance of £500. 

But there are some snags, 
quite apart from whether you 
can afford to clear the balance. 
Securing the maximum period 
of interest- free credit depends 
on spending at just the right 
time. This in turn depends on 
when your monthly card state- 
ment is prepared. The art lies 
in shopping just after this date. 
The amount will be added to 
your next statement, with pay- 
ment due 21 days later. 

So if your statements are pre- 
pared on 10 December, you wiD 
have to pay by the end of Jan- 
uary. If your statements are dat- 
ed 20 December, you can delay 
paying »ntff near the middle of 
Ffcbruaiy. Check your last state- 
ment for the date it was pre- 
pared and shop accordingly. 

But if you can’t dear the 
whole balance by the due date, 
most cards from high street 
banks offer no interest-free 
credit- Instead, they charge 
daily on the whole amount of 

the balance. Late payment usur 

ally costs £10 to £12, with 
NatWesr lop at £20. 

The exact basis on which in- 
terest is charged may also vary- 
Some cards, like Bradford & 
Bindey’s, charge from date or 
purchase. Others, like TSB s, 
from the date at which a pur- 
chase is charged to your ms- 
court. A gap of two days 


month and pay it off in fu£L then 
charging from Hare of purchase 
will add 24 days of interest lo 
the annual cost of your card. 

In exchange for notional pe- 
riods of free credit, you do pay 
more expensive annual per- 
centage rates (APRs), mostly 
between 18 and 21 per cent. 
Watse still, lenders add between 
1 and 2 per ceai to this on cred- 


the “double-dipping" option, 
where spending entities you to 
loyalty points, cash off your gas 
bills, Air Miles and a plethora 
of special offers. 

Store cards are more ex- 
pensive. Aside from John 
Lewis, charging IS per cent 
APR, most levy rates between 
29 and 30 per cent. Timecard, 
valid at Comet, Woolworths 


‘We see a lot of card spending in 
the four weeks before Christmas. 
Last year this totalled £125 m. In 
January, overdrafts take over’ 


Vfci :. v 


between speooms*““ — „ 

charge is added is average, ff 
you use the card just once each 


it balances arising from cash 
withdrawals. Gold cards, open 
to those earning £20,000 or 
more, charge on average 1 per 
cent less than standard versions. 
There is often a cost attached 
to having a card in the first 
place, but if you have one al- 
ready, this won’t affect your 
spending either way. 

Many cards offer extra “free” 
benefits; loyalty points, travel 
insurance and purchase pro- 
tection. For instance. Alliance 

& Leicester offem cover against 
loss, theft or accidental damage 
for 100 days bn purchase val- 
ues between £50 and £5,000. 
Cover is all risk, but indudes a 
clause stating “unless the item 
is otherwise insured”, in which 
case you can’t claim. 

Loyalty points are also on of- 
fer from card providers; Spend 
£250 with Sainsbuiys Reward 
Card and you accumulate 
points enough for a store 
voucher worth £230. 

Using credit cards allows 


and B&Q, comes top with a 
rale of 31.90 per cent There are 
alternatives. New bank cards 
such as Royal Bank of Scot- 
land's Advanta, are now being 
launched with discounted rates. 
Advanta’s APR is just 9.9 per 
cent, but only until July next 
year, when it goes up to 1835 
per cent, giving you six mouths 
to pay for Christmas presents 
at an attractive rate. 

Elsewhere, the Co-opera- 
tive Bank offers its Advantage 
Visa card with a discounted 
APR of 7,9 percent until April, 
when rates go up to 10.9 per 
cent. This is cheap borrowing, 
but there is no interest-free pe- 
riod. 

According to the Coop's 
Dave Smith: “We’ve segment- 
ed the market and aim for 
those who want to use a card 
as a continuous source of cred- 
it." The card is open to non-ac- 
count holders at the Co-op. 

Personal overdrafts charge 
equivalent annual rates fEARs) 


on outstanding balances. The 
best deal comes from Alliance 
A Leicester at 93 per cent, but 
most cost 15 per cent or more, 
with Clydesdale and RBS com- 
ing top at 19.56 per cenL 
Monthly arrangement fees of 
around £10 will usually be 
added. To get the best deal you 
have to switch banks, and it may 
be too late in the day to do it 
for this Christmas. 

Unsecured loans are anoth- 
er option, but care is needed. 
As a general rule, the shorter 
the term and the smaller the 
amount borrowed, the higher 
the APR. This will be fixed at 
outset, with monthly repay- 
ments combining interest and 
capital. 

If early redemption of the 
loan is planned, expect to be pe- 
nalised with an excess charge of 
two months’ interest. 

On loans of £500 over six 
months, expect to pay not Jess 
than 16.9 per cent from Mid- 
land and as much as 25.8 per 
cent from Yorkshire Bank. 

Some lenders also offer flex- 
ible loans with no minimum re- 
payment period and lump sum 
repayment facilities. 

Clydesdale Bank is compet- 
itive with an EAR of 19.2 per 
cent on loans between £500 and 
£5.000, repayments on 3 
weekly, fortnightly or monthly 
basis and no early redemption 
penalty. Drawbacks include a 
£35 arrangement fee and min- 
imum £100 drawdown, but if 
you want the early redemption 
option, this is good value. 

If in doubt about whether 
you can afford Christinas, ap- 
ply the Scrooge test: which is 
worse, being in debt, or not 
spending at all? And remem- 
ber, he only had to deal with the 
Ghost of Christmas Past. 


Best borrowing deals - a Christmas selection 


Cards 

Co-Operative Bank Advantage Visa 

offers 7.9% APR until 31 March 1998, then 10.9%. Phone 0800 109000 


RBS Advanta 

offers 9.90% APR until 1 July 1998, then 17.9%. Phone 0800 077770 


Loans (£500 over six months) 

Midland Bank (unsecured) Clydesdale Bank (flexible) 

1 9.9% APR. Phone 0800 1 801 80 1 9.2% EAR. Phone 0800 240024 


YOU CAN 


SURE OF 



GROSS 

RETURN 


THE TOP FIXED ONE-YEAR 
RATE ON £10,000 AND OVER 


The top one-year, fixed-rate account To find out more about this 


is currently paying an excellent 8.01% outstanding investment, call us or 


gross return (6.43% net return), 
ft is exclusive to Chase de Vere 


complete the coupon. 

But please act quickly - this is a 


Investments and comes from one of strictly limited offer and too 
the UK's top five building societies. good to miss. 


Please return the coupon to: Chase de Vere Investments, FREEPOST, Bristol B538 7JX 
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ISAs in all their glory 
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Motorway madness 

9/FEUCiTYCAN^L 

New Monopoly board 


Break for the border 


CALL NOW FOR DETAILS 

0800 805 806 

FREEPHONE LINES OPEN 24 HOURS 


CHASE DEVERE 


Hot car speculators burnt 
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Call me an old-fashioned 
lefty if you must but I've 
always been in favour of 
wealth redistribution. The 
idea that the better-off in so- 
ciety should help out the less 
fortunate appeals to me. 

So why is it that when I 
heard Geoffrey Robinson, 
the Government's Paymaster 
General, saying the Individ- 
ual Savings Account (ISA) 
will ‘^benefit the many, not 
the few”. I reached for the 
bucket? 

Proposals for the ISA 
were announced this week at 
a fractious press conference, 
in which Mr Robinson at- 
tempted to justify the £50000 
lifetime cap on tax-free sav- 
ings into the new account. 

It wasn't just the sight of 
Labour's richest minister, 
one apparently skilled in the 
black art of tax avoidance, 
telling me about ISAs which 
had me gagging. It was the 
assumption that we would 
buy the Government’s line. 

This was the claim thar its 
proposals would hit only a 
Liny minority of Lhe really 
wealthy, those with £50,000 
or more held in PEPs and 
Tessas by April 1999. 

Now, of course, wealth is 
relative. If you are unem- 
ployed, £50,000 is one heck 
of a lot of money. 

But for many hundreds of 
thousands of people, this is 
simply the amount they have 
accumulated over the years 
in the hope that it will help 
them when they retire. 

They are the ones who wiQ 
be hit by the ISA proposals, 
not the super-rich, people 
like Mr Robinson, who will 
always find ways of dodging 
taxes on their assets. 

I can already hear plain- 
tive questions: “But what 
about the worse off? Won’t 
they benefit from the ISA?” 

Again, benefits are relative. 
Yes, millions will potentially 
benefit If you are saving 
money in a building society ac- 
count placing it into an ISA 
instead will earn you more. 
The ISA will mean banks 
and building societies offering 


ISAs 
won’t 
benefit 
the poor 


MONEY MAKEOVER 


tax-free savings accounts into 
which milli ons of people will 
transfer up to £ 1,000 a year. 
Then again, most lower-paid 
people could never afford to 
save even a fraction of that 
amount 

Moreover, the annual 
cash limit of £ 1,000 into 
ISAs is important It suggests 
that the Government has 
another purpose. It is that of 
capping the amount of tax 
foregone on savings schemes 
by the inlan d Revenue to an 
annual limit of £l-5ba or 
thereabouts. 

As for encouraging more 
people to save, I don't boy a 
word of it. Imagine the 
scene. You are at the lesco 
checkout and in your hand 
you have the £5 change from 
your weekly shop, lb the left 
B the ISA desk, where you are 
in with a chance to take pan 
in a lottery that will win 50 
people a prize of £ 1.000 each 
month, lb the right is the Na- 
tional Lottery tiLL where you 
are in with a chance of £5m 
or £10m. Even a supposedly 
serious personal finance ed- 
itor such as myself can guess 
which way most of us will turn. 

Hie reality is that the ISA 
is a shabby way of taxing a 
swathe of hapless individuals 
who made the mistake of tak- 
ing at its word a previous gov- 
ernment's tax pledges. 

Most people who have in- 
vested in PEPs and Tessas in 
Lhe past 10 years are middle 
class. They aspire to a better 
future and are prepared to 
make sacrifices. Their “bar- 
gain", if that’s the right word, 
would have meant setting 
aside more money over 20 or 
30 years in order to reach 
their financial goals. 

We may be scornful of 
their propensity to save, even 
jealous of the higher earnings 
that have allowed them to do 
so. But we should also feel 
contempt for a Government 
which uses class war lan- 
guage to justify extra taxes on 
them, when the richest and 
most powerful people in our 
society will, as always, get off 
scot-free. 


If you have cash, it’s best to spread it around 



Name: Luanne Reed 
Age: 25 

Occupation: Sales and mar- 
keting manager for a fashion 
company. 

The problem: Luanne. who is 
single and has no dependents, 
earns £ 20,000 and has hopes of 
future salary increases with her 
company. She has £22,000 in a 
Barclays Bank High Interest 
Account, £14,000 of which she 
recently inherited. 

She expects to buy a flat al- 
though she does not know how 
much money she will need for 
this. She might let a room out 
to a lodger. Luanne does not 
wish to commit all her capital 
on the purchase and would 
like have some funds left to in- 
vest for the longer term. 

Her employment contract 
entitles Luanne to sick pay 
cover of 10 days a year. She is 
not eligible to join her company 
pension scheme as it is only 
available to directors in the 
firm, but believes she is in a po- 
sition to make contributions of 
£150 per month into a scheme. 
The adviser Edward Creasey, 
client manager at Clark Con- 
way, independent financial ad- 
visers, 26 Durham Road, 
London SW200TW (0181-241 
1000 ). 

The advice: Flexibility is the key 
to any advice in this case and 
therefore I would suggest a split 
of her capital in the following 
way. 

1 would recommend keep- 
ing £ 10,000 in a postal account 
due to the generally higher 
rates of return these offer over 
normal bank and building so- 
ciety accounts. One point worth 
noting is the relatively little dif- 
ference in interest rates for 30- 
day, 90-day and instant access 
accounts of this type. On this 
baas, an instant access postal 


account would seem most ap- 
propriate. 

When the ideal property is 
found, capital would then be ac- 
cessible. The most competitive 
account at present is offered by 
Coventry Building Society, 
which pays 7.10 per cent gross 
on deposits. 

There are one or two ac- 
counts offering slightly higher 
rates but they require a higher 
balance to be maintained which 
may not suit Luanne. 

I would advise that £9,000 of 
Luannc’s capital is invested 
for the medium to long term in 
tax-efficient investments such as 
Tessas and PEPS. We need to 
keep in mind that PEPs and 
Tessas will be subject to changes 
in 1999. 

Both products will be trans- 
ferable into Individual Savings 
Accounts (ISAs), subject to a 
£50,000 top limit. 

At present the stock market 
remains volatile so I would 
suggest looking at a PEP with 
a “phasing-in" option. This 
type of PEP has the ability to 
spread the investment of £ 6.000 
over a six-month period, so 
avoiding the commitment of the 
capital to the market at an in- 
opportune moment. 

Fidelity is one company 
which offers this option along 
with a wide range of good per- 
forming funds. I would recom- 
mend that she also considers a 
Tessa. One of the top interest- 
paying providers is Principality 
Building Society, with a rate of 
7.65 per cent paid gross pro- 
viding the investment is left for 
a full five years. As an alterna- 
tive, Luanne could consider a 
fixed interest rate Tessa. One of 
the best rates available is of- 
fered by Birmingham Mid- 
shires at 7.05 per cent. 

The remaining balance of 




Luanne Reed should protect her income 


her capital can be kept in an in- 
slant-acccss account for im- 
mediate day-to-day use. 

As well as considering Lu- 
anne’s capital position, thought 
also needs to be given to pro- 
tecting her income now and 
when she retires. She should 
consider the merits of critical 
illness and income protection 


policies. She is young and 
healthy so the cover should be 
relatively cheap. 

There is often confusion 
over the differences between 
critical illness (Cl) cover, which 
pays out a lump sum on the di- 
agnosis of one of a list of crit- 
ical conditions, including 
strokes, cancer and heart at- 


UNDERTHE SPOTLIGHT/GUINNESS FLIGHT GLOBAL SMALLER COMPANIES FUND 


The product: Guinness Flight 
Global Smaller Companies 
Fund. 

The deal: The fund, an open- 
ended investment company 
(OEIC), is managed in 
Guernsey. Its aim is to achieve 
capital growth by investing 
mainly in small companies. It 
aims to take advantage of 
world-wide opportunities for 


rapid growth of companies that 
show promise of substantial 
outpeiformance. 

The fond, together with its 
sibling, the Guinness Flight 
European Smaller Companies 
Fund, is a sub-fond operating 
under an umbrella arrange- 
ment This means that it may 
be possible to switch out of one 
fond into another within the 


range available from Guinness 
Flight without incurring capi- 
tal gains taxes. 

Minimum monthly invest- 
ments are £150, or £2.000 for 
lump sum contributions, with 
further lump sums accepted 
over £500. Payments can be 
made in US dollars. German 
marks or Swiss francs. 

Charges involve a bid-offer 


spread of 5 per cent There is 
also an annual management fee 
of 1 percent Fees and expenses 
are charged to income where 
possible. There may also he ad- 
ditional expenses. 

Plus points: Guinness Flight ar- 
gues that over the past few years 
larger companies have deliv- 
ered excellent returns to in- 
vestors. who have tended to 


ignore their smaller counter- 
parts. As a result small com- 
panies have underperformed. 
But the time is right for this sit- 
uation to be reversed and 
smaller companies should out- 
perform in the coming period. 
If so. this fund will deliver 
above-average performance. 
Potential risks: While Guinness 
expects to use its own research 


Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


tacks, and permanent health in- 
surance (PHI), which provides 
a regular income in the event 
of ongoing ill health, probably 
a more pressing need at pre- 
sent. 

There is a wide choice of 
companies offering cover. Care 
should be taken when choosing 
a provider as terms and pre- 


mium conditions vary consid- 
erably. 

If Luanne is unable to join; , 
her company pension scheme / i 
for some time, I would recomii > 
mend a personal pension plan ™ V 
is started sooner rather.thaiL 
later. Delaying tiie start of a; 4 

pension can have a substantial; - " 

negative effect on the benefits'! 
received in retirement. 

Any contribution she makes 
would benefit from tax relief at! t 

Ivt marginal rate, currently 23 per * 

cent, which means that for evay 
£77 she pays in, the taxman wiSi; 
add a farther £23 to her pension. \ 

The Government has indi- 
cated that it mil soon be an-; 
noundng details of its new 
stakeholder pension and Lu-: * 
anne may wish to wait for these 
developments before c ommit . ' 
ting herself. Whenever she de-/ 
cides to start a pension, ti 
believe she should include waivJt 
er of premium benefit in her. : 
contract, whereby pension pre- •' 
mmms are paid by the insurer 
in the event she is unable to: 
work due to ill health. * . 

Luanne should look to in-' / 

crease her pension contribu- ■ 

Lions each year in line with 

inflation, if funds allow. She 

should also make a will. Even 
though she is single and has no £ A m 
immediate dependents, a will is f 

the best way of ensuring her f* 1 
wishes are met 

As a final thought, Luanne 
mentioned the possibility that ‘ 

if she buys a house she may wish -2 ~"- ’ 

to let out one of the rooms. . 

Let’s hope next - March's 
Budget does not change rent-*’' “ 
a-room allowances, which allow " 
someone in her position to re- 
ceive an annual income of up : •" 

to £4,250 a year tax free. . . 

Such an income can often be J!. # .. 

the deciding factor when pur- '”= ‘ r "’ 
chasing a first property. • : ' L>C • " 


SAs won’t 


facilities, these tend to be smaQ. 
It will rely heavily on HSBC 
James Capel’s own small com- 
panies database, which means 
that, to an extent, you have fund 
management at one remove. 
The verdict: Guinness Flight has 
an excellent reputation as a fund 
manager, but this is one for peo- . 
pie prepared to take a risk. 
Mariks out of five: Three. 



If all the world’s TOp 

companies were British, 
you wouldn’t need our 



Not all the best companies are British, which is Why -not all of the 
Norwich Global Tracking PEP fa Invest e d fo British companies. 

Unlike most other tracking PEPs, we invest in over 2,500 companies 
worldwide, to give excellerit potential for growfii. 

■ Growth shicelaunch in July 1996 of 22.7%" TAX-FREE*, with 
a historic return of iowU** over 5 years. 

■ 75% of your investment trades UK eoRipmies and 25% trades companies 
in 27 other stock markets woridwide. 

■ No hiifihfl charges and no charge f or tra nsf er from 
other PEPs. 

■ Access to your money whenever you want it 
For a free information pack call 

08000562450 

quoting reference number 1IN49- 

more. Unet rtfHm w m fc diw gam^pny w trkrpd t TOJOiv^npL 


r I would like more information on the Norwich Global Tracking PEP. "~I 

] coraplatr thi, coupon tn fAQCX CAFfMS and ratten. It to: Norwich UnJon Portfolio Servian Urottad, Freepost *F*G 4343, PtorwkJi NRi , 08 . I 


.Surname. 


Address. 


' Telephone Number (Day). 
| RER 1 IN 49 


.Postcode. 

.(Evening). 


Iftmsc note tint It might aatba posriMc to continue tnvwtmcftt hi > PEP after 
Individual Snrhw Account, tart 
fnvcctnl hi mu» taMd aunts 
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BARGAIN BASEMENT 



Birmingham Midsbires is 
raising interest rates paid 
on its savings accounts by an 
average of 0.25 per cent. 
The increase brings its 
SmartStart children's ac- 
count to a rate of 7.5 per cent 
gross on savings of £500 or 
more. The Quantum Instant 
Plus Account, where returns 
are linked to transactions 
made, will rise by an average 
of 0.28 per cent, with a top 
rale of 6.25 per cent on bal- 
ances above £50,000. First In- 
stant Access, the postal 
account, rises by 0.29 per 
cent. Details from branches. 

Portman Building Society is 
launching an annual travel in- 
surance scheme for families, 
costing £99. The scheme of- 
fers cover for family holidays, 
winter sports and business 
travel and includes Euro- 
pean motoring assistance. 
Individual cover on the same 
terms costs £67 a year. Call 
0870 6061212 for details. 

Fleming Investment Trust 
Management is offering in- 
vestors a discount of 40 per 
cent on the fees normally 
charged if they were to sell 
their Railtrack shares and 
reinvest the proceeds in one 
■if the company's 19 invest- 
mont trusts. The offer means 
«■ charge of £7.50 on dealing 
ctKts, down from £ 12 ^ 0 , until 
31 December. If more than 
one family member offers 
shares for exchange, the fee 
will remain the same. Call 
0500 500161. 

The Share Centre, the retail 
stockbroker, is offering buy- 
e “ °f shares in publicly quot- 


ed football clubs a dealing 
commission of 1 per cent an 
purchase, subject to a £ 2 J 0 
minimum. Buyers will be 
sent a “gift certificate" in the 
name of the person receiving 
the gift. Call 0800 800008. 

Yorkshire Bank is offering a 
one-year fixed-term deposit 
account. Premium Term 
Bond, paying tiered rates of 
up to 7.55 per cent gross on 
deposits above £45,000. Min- 
imum deposits of £ 2,000 will 
earn 7 per cent gross. Call 
0113 2472410. 

Paws, the pet insurance ser- 
vice, has added two new ben- 
efits to its cover for cats and 
dogs and for crossbreed pets. 
The provider now offers per- 
sonal accident cover of up to 
£250 in cash benefits if an 
owner has to take time, off 
work after being bitten while 
caring for the pet following 
accident or illness. Raws now 
also offers a vet helpline. Be- 
reavement counsellors will be 
available if a pet dies. Call 
0121 6267891. 

Pfeari, the insurer, is offering 
free breakdown cover to dri- 
vers who take out its Drive- 
wise Gold motor insurance. 
In addition to standard 
cover, Drivewise Gold also 
offers protection in Europe, 
including up to one hour’s 
free roadside labour, free 
transport to a policyholder’s 
destination, alternative 
overnight accommodation if 
the car cannot be repaired 
that day. a message service to 
friends or family and a 24- 
hour helpline. Call 0645 
112255. 
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IS As won’t encourage more people to save 


The Government's 
proposals for a new tax- 
free Individual Savings 
Account (ISA) to replace 
PEPs and Tessas were 
unveiled this week. ISAs 
have been heralded as 
Labour’s mechanism for 
promoting a greater 
savings oilture among 
the less well-off in our 
society. Nk Garni looks at 
what they mean and how 
you can maximise the 
options available to you. 


What are ISAs? 

The Individual Savings Account 
is the replacement for personal 
equky plans (PEPs) and tax-ex- 
empt savings schemes (Tessas). 
It wffl be introduced in April 
1999. As with PEPs, income 
paid from the ISA will be thx free. 

Gains on investments in- 
side the ISA will also be tax free, 
allowing your capital to accu- 
mulate. In addition, the Gov- 
ernment is proposing to pay a 
30 per cent tax credit on divi- 
dends from UK equities for the 
first five years of the scheme. 

How does the ISA compare 
Vrith aPEP? 

At present, you can invest up to 
£6,000 a year in a general PER 
which can include corporate 
bonds. Additionally, you may in- 
vest £3,000 in the shares of a sin- 
gle company. Other than the 
annual allowance, there is no 


upper limit on PEP invest- 
ments. 

Tfessas allow a maximum in- 
vestment of £9,000 over five 
years, £3,000 of which can be 
tucked away in the first year. 
£1,800 in years two, three and 
four, and £600 in the final year. 
They aflew withdrawals with loss 
of tax benefits. Follow-on Tes- 
sas. which began to be offered 
in 1996, allow a maximum in- 
vestment in year one of £9,000. 

ISAs will allow a maximum 
investment of £5,000 a year. 
This can be a mixture of cash, 
shares and even insurance poli- 
cies (see below). 

There is no minimum, unlike 
most PEPs, which demand reg- 
ular savings of at least £25 a 
month. The Government ex- 
pects that supermarkets and 
similar outlets will be prepared 
to set up ISA accounts into 
which even a few pounds can be 
paid. 


Is there an npper limit on 
foods I can stash in an ISA? 
Unlike PEPs. there will be a cap 
of £50.000 on the amount that 
can be placed in ISAs. This is 
without time limit: if it takes 20 
years to reach that amount, fine. 
Or if starting from scratch, you 
can do it in 10 years. 

What else is different? 

Again, unlike PEPs. you will be 
allowed to place up to £1,000 of 
that £5.000 annual allowance 
into a cash deposit account, with 
instant access. Withdrawals will 
not mean loss of tax incentives. 

It will also be possible for up 
to£1.000of the ISA's annual al- 
lowance to be in the guise of an 
insurance policy, so that they 
too enjoy tax-free benefits. This 
is aimed at friendly societies. 

What will happen to PEPs 
when the ISA conies in? 

It will be possible to transfer all 


your PEP holdings into the 
ISA. The transitional period in 
which this is expected to happen 
is between 6 April and o Octo- 
ber 1999. Transfers are subject 
to the £50,000 upper ceiling. 

Will transfers be easy? 

The details have not been 
worked out. But PEP providers, 
together with banks, building so- 
cieties and supermarkets, will be 
expected to apply to become 
ISA providers. The Govern- 
ment believes they will want to 
effect transfers for free. 

The Iheoiy is lhai. as with 
PEPs, providers notify the In- 
land Revenue of subscriptions 
made. Investors will not be re- 
quired to declare income or cap- 
ital gains arising from ISAs on 
their tax returns. 

What happens if 1 do not trans- 
fer my PEPs into the ISA before 
the transitional period ends? 


The consultative document im- 
plies you will be subject to tax 
on capital gains from the April 
cut-off poinL Income from a 
PEP will also be taxed at your 
marginal rate. 

What happens if I have more 
than £50.000 invested in PEPs? 
Sorry, the most you can shift 
into the ISA is £50.000. The rest 
probably will be subject to tax 
from April 1999. 

What happens ir I have a PEP 
mortgage? 

Lenders calculate that regular 
premiums of about £J6o a 
month into a PEP/ISA (equiv- 
alent to the £50,000 limit over 
25 years) wall be worth £1 25.000 
at maiurity. assuming growth 
rates of 9 per cenL 

This may prove insufficient 
for homes in London and the 
South-east of England and 
takes no account of sharp falls 


Make the most of the Tessa loophole that has opened 


As with all new savings environments, the 
ISA will both remove opportunities to 
maximise your income or capital and open 
up fresh ones. 

Perhaps the most significant one is the 
loophole that appears to have opened up 
on the Tessa from. As the main piece de- 
scribes, it will be possible to keep Tessas 
to the end of their five-year life, beyond 
the April 1999 start-up dale for ISAs. 

At maturity, you shift Lbe money into 
the ISA, subject to the £50,000 limiL Un- 
fortunately, it is not yet dear whether pay- 


ments into the Tessa will be allowed lo 
continue beyond then. Bui even ihe 
£4,800 maximum that can be invested be- 
fore then should maiure into a tidy sum. 

The Government's consultative doc- 
ument implies Lhat transferring interest 
from the "Tessa into the ISA will not he 
possible. Here, it may be possible to make 
use of several flexible mortgage products. 

Take the Legal & General Flexible Re- 
serve mortgage. It currently charges a vari- 
able rate of 7.95 per cent. You agree a 
monthly mortgage payment on which in- 


terest is calculated daily, allowing for 
speedier capita! repayments. 

At the same lime, sums repaid over 
and above this amount go into a "paral- 
lel account". This pa\s interest at the vari- 
able rate charged on the mortgage itself. 

By leaving the money in there land 
translerring the interest from your Tessa) 
until you have built up enough funds to 
pay off the loan, you will continue to earn 
7.95 percent net of tax. equivalent to J2.72 
per cent gross for higher rate taxpayers, 
or 9.77 percent for those on basic rate tax. 


in equity prices over lhat peri- 
od. Of course, couples would be 
able to use a double allowance. 

Should I still invest in PEPs? 
Yes, especially if you are a 
higher-rate taxpayer. Tax ex- 
emptions will apply between 
now and April 1999, including 
dividends paid in this period and 
you will be able to transfer into 
the ISA, subject to the limit. 

What about Tessas? 

The Government says you keep 
your Tessa to the end of its five- 
year life. Thereafter, you can 
can transfer the capital from it 
into the ISA, but not the inter- 
est. subject to the £50,000 cap. 

Will I be able to keep on pay- 
ing into the Tessa after April 
1999? 

We don't know. If you start one 
now, you will be able lo put in 
up to £4.SU0 before April 1999. 
One potential problem is that 
only EI.1H.H1 of each year’s con- 
tributions can be held in cash. 
This appears lo suggest that 
most Tessa holders won’t be able 
lo keep all their funds in cash 
after transfer. 

Will ISAs encourage a greater 
"savings culture"*? 

It's doubtful. Generally, saving 
money requires a Surplus of in- 
come over expenditure. Telling 
.someone they w ill gel an extra 
£5 a year (compound) if they 
save £3U a month for a year is 
unlikely to be enticing if they 
don't know where to find the 
money for their gas bill. 


Drive a hard 
bargain 
with car 
insurance 


ROBIN AMLOT 


There is something about 
buying motor insurance 
which tends to bring out a re- 
action in many people re- 
markably similar to that 
occasioned by sitting in u 
dentist's chair with the drill 
being revved up next to them. 
If you really cannot face go- 
I ingtosee a broker or an agent 
to sort out your insurance, you 
can always check out what is 
available on the web. 

Using an on-line insurance 
provider, you can make your 
own insurance decisions 
when it suits you. a principle 
already accepted by the fi- 
nancial services industry in 
what marketing insiders call 
the Mortiai business model - 
customers increasingly want 
to do business “any time, any 
place, anywhere". 

In theory at least, we may 
reasonably expect the savings 
thus made to be passed on to 
us in the shape of more com- 
petitive insurance quotations. 

Several insurance pro- 
viders and insurance bro- 
kers have websites which 
offer you a form to fill in. In 
return, they will, in most 
cases, email you an insurance 
quotation. 

At present, a significantly 
small number of websites of- 
fer a full on-line service. In 
fact, there arc only two: Eagle 
Star Direct, the on-line arm 
of an established telesales 
operation, and Screentrade, 
a new on-line insurance bro- 
kerage, quoting premiums 
from a range of insurers. 

Eagle Star Direct was set 
up in 1989 and has had a pres- 
ence on the web since 1995. 
It claims to offer savings of 15 
per cent for people who pay 
via the website. 


Screentrade Motor offers 
quotations from a panel of 
eight insurers: AGF, Bish- 
opsgate, Folgaie, GAN. ITT 
London & Edinburgh. Nor- 
wich Union, Royal & Sun Al- 
liance. and Zurich. The site 
will offer home and contents 
cover in early 1 99S. 

Screentrade also hopes to 
add more companies to iis 
panel of insurers. 

To insure a car through 
Screentrade, you access the 
site and complete the on-line 
form. Once you have filled in 
your details and submitted the 
form, the system returns a list 
of quotes from which you may 
make a selection. Alterna- 
tively, you can resubmit the 
form, altering the details in 
order to reduce the premiums 
offered by increasing the ex- 
cess you are prepared lo pay 
or by reducing the number of 
insured drivers. 

If you need to exit Screen- 
trade. you can return up to 
one week later and not have 
to re-enter your require- 
ments. providing you have 
made a note of your session 
reference number. 

This can be useful if you 
need to exit the website lo 
check the details of your car, 
or your insurance policy, for 
example. 

Both Eagle Star Direct 
and Screentrade will accept 
payment via credit or debit 
card. Cover takes effect once 
the card transaction is con- 
firmed and your insurance 
documentation is mailed out 
the following working dayr. ^ 

Eagle Star Direct; 
Www.eaglestardirect.co.uk 
Sereen trade: 

www.screcntrade.cora i i 
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manage your 
mortgage® 
anytime.via 
the net. 



The future starts here. For the latest 
innovation from Legal & General 
visit the mortgages page on our 
website DOW and -select 'Interplan'. 
Alternatively, call 0500 666 555 lanaJ 
quoting ref: Q4 PL2 2. Lines open Mon-Fri 
8ara-Spm and 9am-5pm weekends. 


m 
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'BRIAN 

TORA 


Little thought has go ne 
into the logic behind 
Individual Savings Accounts 


Far be it for me to carp, but 
there are times when I won- 
der if this Government fhtnlcs 
through the consequences 
of planned legislation. We 
now have a pretty good idea 
of the shape Individual Sav- 
ings Accounts (ISAs) will 
take. ISAs should be more 
encompassing and flexible 
than existing savings vehicles. 
Yet by limiting the amount of 
money that can be con- 
tributed, the Government is 
effectively penalising thrift. 

Paying for a savings in- 
centive such as this by reduc- 
ing the amount of tax saved 
by the better-off so benefits 
can be handed back to those 
who mi gh t not otherwise save 
is very laudable. But there is 
no evidence that ISAs win en- 
courage savings by those who 
do not presently put money by 
for a rainy day. 

Moreover, by pitching the 
ceiling at a level as low as 
£50,000, they run the risk of 
chasing the very rich into 
other areas of tax avoidance 
which may not be as trans- 
parent as PEPs and Tessas 
and which will certainly not 
benefit the Exchequer. The 
middle classes could find 
there is not enough of a 
cushion to relieve the state of 
the burden of looking after 
them. 

Now you may t hink I am 
being over-critical, but pon- 
der a while. There are a 
number of PEP savers who 
have nothing like £50,000 
committed, but intended to 
pay off mortgages greater in 
value through the savings 
mechanism already in place. 
Whai will happen to them? 
They will have to make other 
arrangements. 

Then there is the lack of 


any real incentive to use 
ISAs. According to the con- 
sultative document, there 
will be a 10 per cent lax ad- 
vantage in holding shares 
this way and money on de- 
posit will not be taxed. 

Assuming £5,000 is in- 
vested, the income might be 
expected to be £200 a year, 
so there is £20 of tax to be 
saved. If the management 
charge for an ISA is more 
than 0.4 per cent, there is no 
benefit. Well, capital gains 
tax will be sheltered. But who 
really pays capitals gains tax 
anyway? The cunent al- 
lowance takes care of all 
but the veiy seasoned or 
singularly successful in- 
vestors. 

Instant accessibility is an 
advantage, but 1 am not sure 
instant inves lability is. Stories 
of multiple PEP applications 
already abound, particularly 
as a result of windfall shares. 
Expect confusion over ISAs 
as people buy more than 
one each year at supermar- 
ket checkouts. 

On balance. 1 am in sym- 
pathy with the Government’s 
aim to make available a sav- 
ings product that is univer- 
sally acceptable. ISAs may 
work, but I doubt it. Quite 
what incentive has to be of- 
fered to those who might oth- 
erwise spend the money on 
lottery tickets or the 230 at 
Romford eludes me. but fail- 
ing to incentivise the less 
well-off is no excuse for dis- 
couraging thrifty existing 
savers. Nice Gy Gordon. A 
little more thought next time, 
please. 


Brian Torn is chairman of the 
Grog Middleton investment 
strategy committee. 
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As you can sec, the Rose Tracker PEP 
has more points in its favour than mosr. 
Not least, the fact that it offers one of the 
lowest annual management charges for a 
tracker PEP at just 03%. 

It’s the latest offer from Invest On- 
line, the direct investment arm of one of 
the UK’s leading insurance companies. 
Royal & Sun Alliance. 

Unlike some index trackers, the Rose 
Tracker PEP spreads your investment over 
the whole FTSE All-Share Index, nor just the 
top 100 companies, so reducing the risks. 

You can start investing from as little 
as £50 each month, or with a lump sum 
of £1000 or more. Even if you already 
have a PEP it is very easy to transfer your 
funds to the Rose Tracker. 

For your investment guide, call free 
now on 0500 100 333 or clip the coupon 
below. Ouc friendly and knowledgeable 
staff will be happy to answer any ques- 
tions you may have. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT 

THE ROSE TRACKER PEP CALL FREE ON 


0500100333 3 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 8am_iqpm 
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Invest On-line. FREEPOST Reading. Berkshire RG10 9ZZ. 


I Mr'Mrs/Miss/Ms Forename. 

| Address 


Surname.. 


Postcode, 
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I 

I 

I 


Telephone.... Dace of Binh....A...^....^ w | 


I would like more inform jriem about: 1 .Regular saving* Q ^.Lutnp sum investment Q 3. Transferring my existing PEP Q 8 


Don’t Waste Your Money 


Save more than £11, get 3 extra 
publications worth £10.40 free and 
never pay any price incease - ever 


T he best person ro control your savings and investments is you. But to make the 
most informed choices you need to understand your options. Subscribe to 
Personal Finance magazine and we’ll make your money work harder - right away. 


Personal Finance m a g a zine is written especially for those that are new 
to investing and saving, or have too little time to find out about all the 
options for themselves. 


Each month the magazine explains all the complexities in everyday jargon-free 
language covering topics such as: 


# PEPs • Pens ton and savings plan investments # Investment Trusts 

• Unit Trusts • Life insurance and much, much more. 



All for only £2.60 each month from your newsagent But take up this special 3 part subscriber offer and 
youlJ pay Jess than £1.67 an issue. 


Part 1 - With this massive 36% discountyou may already be reaching for your cheque book. Well hold on a minute 
If you choose to pay your subscription by standing order - not only need you SEND NO MONEY NOW h,.r ' 
hold your subscription at this price forever.* THEN THERE’S MORE. we wm 


^’ arsm - braing Co-XPfe* Guide* mate*™. m^ ey ^ - m the way ^ 

, ffitsssts.'sssss* 

(worth £2.50) and the two editions of What PEP (worth £7JM) both ft^to 

subscribers. 

STANDING ORDERS 


For subscribers to Personal j 
Finance Magu-rlnv It's j 

entirely free. n 


I 


Part 3 - Wbat PEP gives you all ■ 
the details on how you ran get SIAWUING ORDERS 

the most out of saving tax J 

free. Published twice a year, . 

die pn« o f this publication is , si 

per issue. For you both « - — 

issues ( worth £ 7.90 tom J — — 


In'det'ya'wSr " ■ “* b-*- 

ng gg Commurrications Group Ltd. □ 

Access □ VreaQ American Express □ Dirmren 
Card No 


cost nothing at att. 


So - whether you select 
standing order or cash - fill 
and send back this coupon 
right away (postage is paid) 
and we 11 help you find out 
how to make the most of 
your money. 


*-t° Bank 
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UNDERSTANDING THE 
STOCK MARKET 


The consequences of the great crash in the Japanese stock market are still being felt 


This has not been a vintage 
year for published insights 
into the art of stock market in- 
vestment. There has been 
nothing published in the past 
12 months, for example, to 
match the rich insights of 
Against The Gods, Peter Bern- 
stein's fascinating history of 
risk, in the previous year. 

Nor has there been such a 
comprehensive analysis of suc- 
cessful investment techniques 
as Whai Works on Wall Street, 
by James O'Sbaughnessy, an- 
other remarkable title which 
appeared in 1996. However the 
past year has not been without 
its highlights and for those who 
like to pack their Christmas 
stockings with useful reading 
about the riches which they 
hope the new year may bring, 
it is not difficult to put together 
a list of reading matter. 

First mention has. howev- 
er. to go to an extraordinary 
book by the New York trader 
Victor Niederhoffer. Educa- 
tion of a Speculator (published 
by John Wiley) chronicles the 
life and thoughts of a man who 
went on from a career as an 
academic and champion 
squash player to become the 
high-profile professional trad- 
er, whose clients numbered 
George Soros and several oth- 
er well-known investors. ' 


Alas for poor Niederhoffer, 
who is no blushing violet, his 
hedge fund was wiped out a 
few weeks ago when he punt- 
ed most of its money in a dis- 
astrous bet on the Thai stock 
market and he became the 
biggest single casualty of this 
year's rout in Asian markets. 

No such fete awaits Warren 
Buffett. There have been so 
many books about Buffett's 
extraordinary success as a stock 
market investor that the mar- 
ket for such books is in danger 
of becoming overboaghL 
Roger Lowenstein's biography 
Buffett (Weidenfeld & Nicol- 
son) throws a lot of light on the 
character of a man who is now 
almost as famous for his home- 
spun aphorisms as be is for the 
prowess which has made him 
the second wealthiest individ- 
ual in the United States behind 
Bill Gates of Microsoft 

But there are also plenty of 
gems still to be found in War- 
ren Buffett Speaks (John Wfley) 
an anthology of the great 
man’s wit and wisdom. Two 
quick examples from many - 
on the value of stockbroker ad- 
vice: “Never ask the barber if 
you need a haircut.” On the 
merits of simple businesses as 
a place to put your money: 
E You should invest in a busi- 
ness that even a fool can run. 


because some day a fool will." 

There are interesting anec- 
dotes and some fascinating 
historical detail in a new his- 
tory of the investment trust in- 
dustry by John Newlands, Put 
Not Your Trust in Money, pub- 
lished by the Association of In- 
vestment Trusts. The book is 
a useful reminder that there is 
nothing new abouL the phe- 
nomenon of widening dis- 
counts which we have seen 
over the past couple of years. 

1 am not a great fan of “how 
to" books hut two which 1 
thought were a cut above the 
average this year were Bernice 
Cohen's. Armchair Investor, the 
story of how a shrewd white- 
haired lady has taken to play- 
ing the markets from her home, 
and Picking The Right Unit 
Trust by Bruce McWilliams 
( FT Pitman Books), a guide to 
the techniques you need to find 
the most consistent performers 
in the unit trust sector. 

This year has seen the UWt 
anniversary of the 1987 stock 
market crash, and with it have 
come a host of lilies to com- 
memorate this and the great 
market crash of October 1929. 
For insights into how market 
crashes occur, and why. there's 
still nothing to beat the account 
by Charles KindJeberger, Ma- 
nias, Panics and Crashes, first 


Photograph: Reuters 


published in 1978 and reissued 
as one of Wiley’s Investment 
Classics series. 

The book has an interest- 
ing section on the great crash 
in the Japanese stock market 
since 19S9. The consequences 
of that crash itself are still be- 
ing fell today, as the malaise 
in Asian markets underlines. 
It is an open question whether 
or not the Japanese political 
system can adapt sufficiently 
well to prevent its severe dose 
of debt deflation spilling over 
into a wide-reaching economic 
crisis for the rest of the world. 
That issue will be one of the 
crucial tests of how the stock 
markets perform in 1998. 

Finally, one oddity brought 
to my attention by a reader of 
The Independent, which may 
appeal to number-crunchers. 
The Science of Winning, by Bur- 
ton P Fabricand. is a detailed 
handbook on how to apply the 
techniques of betting on the 
horses to beating the stock 
market averages. 

The author believes that 
share prices follow a random 
walk, but argues that it is pos- 
sible to study the odds and 
make profits from backing 
companies which have re- 
ported earnings increases that 
are materially higher than the 
market has been expecting. 


Dorothy Parker, the 
American writer, once 
remarked: “Two of the 
most beautiful words in 
the English language are 
‘cheque enclosed*.” In 
the latest in our series 
on the stock market, 

John Andrew discusses how 
to make these magic 
words appear before our 
eyes on a regular, and 
generous, basis. 


Shareholders are part owners 
of a company. Should all go 
well, they wfll receive a share 
of their company’s profits, 
known as dividends, usually 
twice a year. However, com- 
panies do not pay out all of their 
profits to their shareholders. 

A proportion is retained to 
plough back into the business. 
Technically, undistributed prof- 
its are “transferred to reserves" 
in years when the profits are not 
as good, so the company can 
pay dividends from reserves. 

When a company prospers, 
shareholders’ rewards are two- 
fold. In addition to receiving a 
regular income, they will also 
hopefully see their shares in- 
crease in value. 

This is because the profits 
retained in the business will be 
put to good use. In turn, this 
should increase earnings and 
therefore the value of the busi- 
ness. The result to the share- 
holder will hopefully be an 
increasing share price, with 
dividends rising each year. 

This sounds ideal - in the- 
ory. However, if you look at The 
Independent's shares page, you 
will notice that returns are 
generally low. 

High returns are usually as- 
sociated with riskier shares. 
The yield column on the page 
expresses the last gross annual 
dividend as a percentage of the 
current share price. It is the ex- 
ception rather than the rule to 
find a gross yield above 5 per 
cent - most produce less. 

Investors who are seeking 
income from their shares will 


no doubt be disappointed, as 
they can generally secure 
higher returns from simple sav- 
ings accounts. 

Naturally everyone needs a 
contingency level of savings 
which provide instant access. 

It is also true that higher re- 
turns can be obtained from no- 
tice or fixed-term accounts. 
However, maximising short- 
term returns with savings ac- 
counts can be to the detriment 
of future income. 

It is essential for every in- 
vestor to have a comfort level 
of savings- 

lt is equally important for 
those who will be relying on in- 
vestment income to consider 
takin g steps to ensure that 
their income increases over 
time, even if this means forgo- 
ing income in the early years. 

This may not be a route that 
everyone is able, or indeed 
would wish, to take. It requires 
p lanning and professional guid- 
ance. 

Ideally, in addition to funds 
in instant access and term ac- 
counts, consideration should be 
given to securing a guaran- 
teed level of income. 

This may be achieved by in- 
vesting in gDts, which are Gov- 
ernment securities. These were 
the subject of this column last 
month when it was explained 
that when the current price for 
a dated gilt is more than £100, 
it means that the investor will 
make a loss when the security 
is redeemed. 

Although such gilts pay a 
high dividend, it must be un- 
derstood that a proportion of 
the income paid every year is 
effectively capital. 

When investing for income, 
the advice is usually that 40 to 
50 per cent of a portfolio should 
be in securities producing a 
fixed level of income. 

If contemplating investing in 
gilts, professional advice should 
be sought from a stockbroker 
or independent financial adviser 
OFA). 

However, ordinary gilts do 
not give protection against in- 
flation. An alternative course 
would be to invest in a fixed in- 
terest unit trust. 


John Hutton-Atteuborough, 
of IFA Beny Birch & Noble, 
says it may be worth contem- 
plating the Commercial Union 
Income Unit Trust which cur- 
rently yields an income of 7.6 
percent. 

This need not be to the 
detriment of the invested cap- 
ital. Over the past 12 months, 
a £1,000 investment would now 
be xrorth £1,177 if dividends bad 
been invested. Over five years 
£1,000 would have risen to 
£1,780, which is an annual 
growth rate of 122 per cent. 

In effect, the fond has grown 
by a considerable amount more 
than the amount paid in income 
over the years. 

So as to spread the risk, any 
shares portfolio should contain 
at least six holdings spread 
across different sectors. 

In order to absorb the cost 
of buying and selling the 
shares, the minimum eco- 
nomic holding per share is 
around £2,000. 

This may not be affordable 
by more modest investors. 
However, there is a solution - 
unit trusts which invest in a mix- 
ture of fixed income stocks 
and shares. 

Mr Hutton-Attenborough 
says the Jupiter Income Unit 
'Oust is well worth considering. 
With income reinvested, the re- 
turn over the past year has been 
21.6 per cent and an annual 
equivalent of 27.5 per cent 
over the past five years. 

However, the dividend yield 
is only 3.7 per cent This means 
that £1,000 invested a year ago 
would have produced an in- 
come of just £37. 

At the same time, £1,000 in- 
vested five years agc$vould now 
produce an annual income of 
£124.51, which is equivalent of 
J245 per cent gross. 

This emphasises the fact 
that that when investing in the 
stock market for income, one 
should take a longer-term view 
and be willing to sacrifice a low 
initial income for higher divi- 
dends later. 

Readers contemplating" in- 
vesting in the stock market for 
income are recommended to 
seek professional advice. 
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Sounds too good to be true? 
Well, our 11th Index-linked Issue 
Savings Certificates allow you to 
do exactly that. 

That’s because the value of 
your investment keeps pace with 
inflation and, in addition, you’ll 
earn a guaranteed 2.75% pa over 
five years - all completely tax-free. 

So your savings will not only 
keep their purchasing power, but 
they’ll also earn extra interest. 

You won't pay a penny in tax 
and you won’t even need to 


declare your Certificates on your 
tax return. 

All of which makes Index- 
linked Savings Certificates a 
particularly attractive Investment. 
Especially since - like all our 
products - they are 100% secure, 
thanks to the backing of 
HM Treasury. 

Apply today. You can invest 
from EIOO to £10,000. Just send 
your cheque with the coupon 
below or buy your Certificates at 
your local post office. 


*.nd rid. for*, your ctroque to: NuUocl* Saving-. “* °" L ' 

FREEPOST DU Oi. 

LL2TE7 1 Durham. OHM 1BR. 

If you prefer, use a first class stamp for rapia dsHvary. 

1 I apply to buy TOfi (nd^x-linked Ibeub Savings Certificates to the value of Li- - 

2 Do you already hold National Savings Certificates? Yes □ No ^ 

, f you do. please quote your Hoktar's Number f I I 1 I — I ~ 1 L— 

„ M surname forenames 


•MXW O* CHEOOC 


fptoase Ves 


j All forenames 


Permanent AddreaS. 


Postcode. 


.Date of Blrtn 


DAT MONTH TEAR 
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will be subject 


a , understand me purchase ^ 

■ » the terms o' the current Prospectus. 


Signature 


Daytime telephone number. 
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The Index-Tracking PEP 
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market, so it reduces the risk of 
being over-exposed to shares which 
under-perform and lessen your 
return. In fact, a lump sum of £6,000 
invested in the Legal & General 
Index -Tracking PEP at launch would 
now be worth £8.025* compared 
to just £7.975" in the average UK 
Income Growth Trust. 

With no initial charges 
deducted, more of your 
money i> imested at 
the outset lor maximum 
growth potential, there are no 
withdrawal tecs and with an annual 
management charge of 0.5% - the 
value for money is outstanding. 

So make the most of today's 
opportunities. For further details 
f including information on our 
monthly sning option) call now or 
\isit our wch site at http://www. 
ktMl-and-gcneral.co uk 


The FTSE All-Share 
Index-Tracking PEP that 
performs the best 


no* or ® ore 


I Find out more now - phone 'free 0500 H 6622 i 
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- | would like more infonnarkw about the Legal & General Index-Tracking PEP. 
Pm to- Legal & General (Pirectj Limited. FREEPOST SWCM67. Cardiff CF1 I YW. 
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Tied agents may be attractive but there’s a catch 


talk 


f 


Talking to an independent 
adviser is often presented as the 
sole option for those of us with a 
range of financial needs. But in 
some cases, salespeople who are 
only able to advise on their 
company’s products can be an 
acceptable alternative. Simon Read 
dons his cricket pads to tell us 
the score. 


If Yorkshire County Cricket Club hadn’t 
relaxed its eligibility rules, it's fairly un- 
likely that the tiara would have remained 
a force in county cricket. Until relatively 
recently, players had to be Yorkshire-born 
to play lor the county. So while other teams 
picked from the best in the world, York- 
shire was limited to its own. 

Hie practice was dearly nonsense. In 
much the same way, comparing a lied 
agent to an independent financial adviser 
UFA) could be said to be nonsense. 
From one you’ll be offered a choice of the 
best products across the market while the 
other will only be able to offer you prod- 
ucts from his or her own company. 

Yet many tied agents are very suc- 
cessful. Why'. 1 Partly because we’re all lazy 


and partly because many tied agents are 
good at their job and offer decent advice. 
' The problem with tied agents lies not 
necessarily with the salesmen themselves, 
but with their limited product range. 
When it comes to looking at an individ- 
ual’s situation and recommending a course 
of action, both an IFA and a tied agent 
could end up with the same answer. 

The difference is that an IFA will rec- 
ommend the best pension, PEP, or what- 
ever from across the whole market while 
a tied agenL will be limited to offering his 
or her own company’s product, whether 
it's any good or not. 

“I think that, in all morality, somebody 
should not be allowed to sell to the pub- 
lic unless they can offer a range of good 
products,” says IFA Alastair Conway, man- 
aging director of Dark Conway. ’The idea 
that people feel they are getting good ad- 
vice from a tied agent is wrong." 

This view is typical of most IFAs. They 
are fiercely proud of their independent sta- 
tus and it is clearly galling for them to see 
so many people buy financial products 
through a tied agent Worse is the dan- 
ger that, by choosing a tied agent, people 
end up with the wrong products. 

Yet this view is disputed by companies 
that use salespeople. Allied Dunbar runs 
one of the most successful networks of tied 


agents in the country. “Our agents offer 
good professional advice." says an Allied 
Dunbar spokesman. “Vfe spend a great deal 
of time and money training them proper- 
ty, above and beyond the standards set by 
the industry. Additionally, our agents have 
the ability to offer the best possible service, 
in terms of ease of access and client ser- 
vicing. They deal with one system which 
they understand very well and so can spend 
more time meeting clients’ needs.” 

Large insurance companies also offer 
unique confidence and security, accord- 
ing to Allied Dunbar. “We offer a guar- 
antee that if one of our advisers has offered 
the wrong product or wrong advice, we’ll 
offer compensation and put the diem back 
in the right position. IFAs may not have 
the backing to do that.” 

When it comes to products, most in- 
surance companies offer much the same 
these days, claims Allied Dunbar. There- 
fore it doesn't matter so much which prod- 
uct you buy - what matters is the advice 
you get. This is a debatable point. If a tied 
agent cannot actually offer the best prod- 
uct for a particular customer, it is unlikely 
that he or she wfli admit that and tell a 
customer to go elsewhere. 

In reality, the tied agent is more likely 
zo make the foot fit the shoe, rather than 
the other way round. 
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Salespeople have limited scope, like Yorkshire did before it relaxed its eligibility rules Photograph: David Ashdown 


Don’t neglect the most important aspect of your portfolio 


With shares in around 1,800 
companies quoted on the main 
stock market alone, it is no 
wonder many investors want an 
adviser to help them choose a 
portfolio. Trouble is, finding a 
stockbroker Is often as time- 
consuming as selecting individual 
shares. But, David Prosser writes, it 
is worth making the effort. 


Several hundred brokers offer investment 
advice in the UK. Unfortunately, there is 
no perfect route to finding the ideal one 
to meet your needs. Sometimes, it can be 


a matter of trial and error. Nevertheless, 
there are steps you can take to avoid end- 
ing up with an unsuitable adviser. 

The first is to decide bow much advice 
you need. For a basic service, you need an 
advisory stockbroker, who will expect you 
to approach him with ideas for deals. He 
or she will execute deals on your behalf but 
will also teD you whether he thinks potential 
trades are a good idea. Advisory brokers 
can also offer views on the general outlook 
for the stock market. 

Some investors are happy with an ad- 
visory broker who divulges his opinions over 
the telephone. One firm. The Share Cen- 
tre (01442 890800), even has a premium 
rate telephone service that you can call for 
advice on individual stocks. You then pay 


very low dealing charges. Other investors, 
however, prefer more of a personal service. 

The next rung up the ladder in advice 
terms is to ask a portfolio manager to make 
your dealing decisions. Advisory portfolio 
managers won’t deal without asking your 
opinion first while discretionary portfolio 
managers take your money and tell yau every 
so often what stocks they have bought on 
your behalf and how they're doing. 

The more advice you need, the more 
you will have to pay. Portfolio managers, 
for instance, levy a fee at least once a year. 
Advisory brokers take a commission each 
time you deaL 

Gearly, charges matter. High fees will 
eat into your returns quickly. However, if 
you're looking for a stockbroker who offers 


advice, ihe quality of that advice is more im- 
portant than the charges the broker levies. 

Once you've selected the type of bro- 
ker (hat you need. sLan looking lor an in- 
dividual firm. Apcims. (he private client 
stockbrokers' association, is a handy start- 
ing point. It publishes a list of all its mem- 
ber brokers in the UK, with information 
on the services they offer. “This is a fairly 
comprehensive document.' .says Sarah 
McGuffick of Apcims. The guide, which 
is free, also gives a geographical breakdown 
of brokers in your area. 

With the help of the association, you 
should be able to identify a number of po- 
tentially suitable local stockbrokers A good 
way to narrow down the field further is to 
ask friends and relatives. 


Then try to compile a shortlist of can- 
didates, using the guide to check that they 
offer any specialist services you require. Do 
not feel you have to sign up with the first 
stockbroker you meet. It makes sense to 
visit four or five firms. The key is to find 
a broker with whom you feel comfortable. 

When you visit brokers, ask about 
their experience with clients who have sim- 
ilar sums of money to invest as you. A bro- 
ker should be able to give you an objective 
indication of how clients have fared with 
his advice. 

It's also important to check on the re- 
sources that brokers have available. Avery 
small firm won’t necessarily fluff your in- 
vestments, but a broker who has access to 
more research materials has an obvious 


head start. In addition, ask about the qual- 
ifications of anyone who will be advising 
you and the level of professional indem- 
nity insurance they carry. 

Finally, when you find a broker you like, 
make sure that he or she understands your 
aims very clearly. Your aims should be re- 
flected in a client agreement letter. 

It is possible that even if you’re very care- 
ful about finding a broker you may end up 
dissatisfied. If this should happen, talk 
through your concerns with the broker and 
give the firm time to improve. Equally 
though, remember that you can change 
brokers whenever you like. 


Apdms, 112 Middlesex Street, London EH1 
7HY (0171-247 7080). 


WHICH COMPANY WOULD YOU 


CHOOSE YOUR PENSION FROM? 



Many people put good investment performance high on 
their list of priorities when choosing a pension plan. 
Making sense of competing claims can, however, be a 
difficult business. 


Weil, our simple table above should give them the facts 
thev need to make an informed choice. 


In fact, no other company comes close to The 
Equitable’s tally of 45 platings out of a possible 56 over 
that 23 year history Scoring highly one year is laudable, 
but it Is consistency of results year-in year-out that gives 
people the peace of mind they want. 


because their money gets a headstart. The Equitable has 
commendabfy low expenses and so our with-profits 
pension plans have the lowest charges on the market. 
Source: Money Management, October 1997 Thar means 
that more money is invested on your behalf. 




The table shows the number of times a company has 
appeared in the top ten investment performance results 
for regular contribution with-profits personal pension 
plans across all durations measured - according to annual 
surveys by the industry journal Planned Savings. 


Please note that not all companies have submitted 
returns to Planned Savings in every year. 


But remember, past performance does not guarantee 
future performance. 


HEADSTART 


Indeed, The Equitable received a Five Star rating for its 
personal pension plans in a recent survey by Money 
Management magazine. So, if you want to feel confident 
in your choice of pension plan, ask for more information 
today by calling (0990) 38 48 58, or by completing the 
coupon opposite. 


T* ; TTie Equtublc Life, FREEPOST. WWiort Siwu Ayleihurv. Buck, HP21 7BR. 

I «hU Hkcw <kuianThc Equ^Nc, ^ 

I am «df rniployid Q 

I an emptoxx nr, in a company pension ^ 

NAMEIMi^WMIbi 

ADDRESS ■ 


Td: (Officii) 


.IditHomc) 






diisboE □ 


The Equitable Life has had a top ten plating in such 
surveys every year since records began in 1974. 


One good reason why The Equitable has given its 
investors such great performance over the years is 


With The Equitable Life great value leads to great 
pensions. 

www.equitable.co.uk 



The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 
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Eat, talk, drive - repeat each day 


Breakfast at the Crest 
Hotel in Bristol is not 
quite the same as 
Breakfast at Tiffany’s. 
This is the unglamorous 

side of life as an 
independent financial 
adviser (IFA). But, Roddy 
l Kohn believes, it’s all part 
^ of meeting his clients’ 
needs. 


It s 730am and the breakfast 
meeting is to see how suitable 
HSBC’s two-year PEP would be 
for my clients. Robin Kemp, 
managing director of HSBC, 
obviously thinks it is, as it pro- 
vides capital security with the 
prospect of 20 percent growth 
and matures just after the 
planned introduction in April 
1999 of Individual Savings Ac- 
counts (ISAs), Labour's new 
tax-saving scheme. Robin is 
persuasive and I'm inclined to 
support his view. 
m This is the hidden side of my 

p “practitioner" role, meeting 
fund managers and company 
" executives to keep abreast of 
product and market develop- 
ments. 

It falls into that category 
called “research" that appears 
on our fee notes to clients, to 
whom it must appear like a 
black hole into which they 
throw their money. 

At 830am, I return to my of- 
fice in Bristol. Twenty minutes 
later, I am in the Kohn Cougar 
offices, shouting out “Good 
morning" to the staff. My first 
job is to look at the post. Any- 
thing of relevance will be dis- 
cussed with my colleagues, Neil 
* and June, at 9.15am. 

“ At 9.40am, I meet two new 
clients, Steve and his partner, 
who have travelled to see me 
from Oxford. I start with the 
regulatory formalities. 

We rapidly move on to the 
main concern - should Steve 
transfer a pension he has with 
a past employer? 

Although the fund is worth 
some £40,000, he is startled to 
learn that it will cost between 



Driven to distraction: ‘Just after 2pm, lunch is over, man and car are refuelled, and I head to London and the 
excitement of the M25. Life doesn't get better than this’ Photograph: David Rose 


£400 and £800 to find oul the 
best course of action. 

Our fees include an al- 
lowance for professional in- 
demnity, technical knowledge, 
regulatory fees, obtaining 
quotes, checking surpluses in 
any existing pension funds or 
whatever, and a whole host of 
other subjects concerning 
clients, including health and fu- 
ture prospects. 

In the end, I tell the client 
to remember that there is 
£40.000 at stake and that he has 
a lot to lose in the long run if 
he is poorly advised. He con- 
firms he wants us to proceed 
with the research. 

After they leave, it’s 
11.35am and I travel to Bas- 
ingstoke for a clients annual re- 
view. Before arriving, there 
are phone calls to be made - 
I'm glad Fve had a hands-free 
phone installed in the car. One 
of the calls is to a client in Bath 
to tell him he has his trustees’ 
agreement to invest some pen- 
sion fund capital in Europe and 
the emerging markets. 

■ ‘ Another call is to a client in 


London who wants to arrange 
an income protection plan. 

We talk about her likely in- 
come. what she needs to live on 
and what capital can lie used be- 
fore she would need to make a 
claim. 1 remind her about 
adding waiver of premium to 
her existing pension policy. 
This would lake over the pre- 
mium payments if she is ill for 
six months or more and will go 
on paying them until her se- 
lected retirement date or she re- 
turns to work. 

This is something a perma- 
nent health policy will not do 
as the income it pays is not re- 
garded as relevant earnings 
for pension purposes. 

At 12.45pm. it’s lime to 
lunch with my client and we 
cover all his policies and in- 
vestments. Some of his funds 
have done exceptionally well, 
showing returns of more than 
40 per cenL while others have 
bad mixed fortunes, especially 
his Johnson Fry Hy5 PEP and 
Hyl siDgle-company PEP. 
These are based on an Amer- 
ican system of choosing the five 


highest-yielding shares in an in- 
dex with a computer-driven 
“buy and sell" operation for 
regular changes. 

Both PEPs are suffering 
from a range of factors includ- 
ing regulation and poor sector 
sentiment. 1 advise him to sit 
tight because we always en- 
courage clients to Lake at least 
a five-year view with invest- 
ments. to which he agrees. 

Just after 2pm, lunch is 
over, man and car are refuelled, 
and I head to London and the 
excitement of the M25. Life 
doesn’t get belter than this. 
Once again, hands-free. I use 
the phone to call the office and 
check my messages. It may be 
a pain, bur the mobile phone is 
probably the most effective 
new technology toy that 1 own. 

Ian Bowden calls from the 
Persona] Investment Authority, 
the financial regulator, to re- 
quest confirmation that the 
minutes of the last Small Busi- 
ness Practitioners Panel, that I 
chair, can be approved. We also 
chat briefly about next month’s 
agenda. 


Arriving at my London des- 
tination, it's now 330pm and I 
meet one of my female clients. 
We complete a gift and loan 
trust application form for a 
£100.000 investment. 

This includes fielding the 
odd technical question from the 
company accountant, whose 
dry sense of humour and laid- 
back manner disguises a razor- 
sharp mind. 

As the meeting ends, the 
rush hour has started. 1 use the 
slow journey home to make 
some useful dictation, warning 
clients about the dangers of 
high-income bonds. Among 
the phone calls that interrupt 
is one from the office to discuss 
tomorrow's agenda. 

My day finishes when I ar- 
rive back in Bristol at 7.45pm. 
The night's my own, with no 
diem meetings and no business 
dinners arranged - only to- 
morrow to look forward to. 

Roddy Kohn is an JFA at Kohn 
Cougar of Wellington House, 
Wellington Park, Clifiofi, Bristol 
BSS 2VR (0117-946 6384). 


Get advice on putting 
your money to work 


Setting your financial 
affairs in order is no 
easy task. Over time, 
you may have started 
up savings, investment 
and insurance schemes. 
But are these still 
appropriate for your 
needs or could your 
money be put to better 
use elsewhere? Abigail 
Montrose seeks advice. 


Choosing the right invest- 
ments can mean the differ- 
ence between a mediocre and 
a good return on your money, 
while a review of your insur- 
ance and pension provisions 
could save you thousands of 
pounds over the long term. 

An independent financial 
adviser (IFA) can review your 
overall financial situation and 
give you expert advice on 
making the right provisions 
for your financial security. 

All financial advisers seek 
to give good advice but only 
IFAs can give “best advice". 

This is because IFAs scour the 
whole market, looking for 
the best financial products 
most suitable for your needs. 
unlik e tied agents and ap- 
pointed company represen- 
tatives, who can only advise on 
and sell products from the 
company they work for. 

Being able to choose from 
the whole market tends to be 
better than only being offered 
one company’s products. No 
company will always have the 
best products or best per- 
forming funds in every in- 
vestment sector. And few 
companies offer the full range 
of investments and savings 
products available on the 
market. With an IFA. not 
only do you know you are get- 
ting expert advice, but it also 
is unbiased. Ofcoutse, this ad- 
vice does not come for free. 

IFAs make their money in 


one of two ways. Either you 
can pay a fee or they can re- 
ceive commission from the fi- 
nancial products they seD you. 

IFAs working on a fee ba- 
sis charge from £50 an hour. 
The rate may vary depending 
on the type of advice you 
want. This may seem steep, 
but other professionals, such 
as accountants and solicitors, 
can charge more. 

Alternatively, your IFA 
may be commission-based. 
You will not bave to pay any 
money up-front for the advice 
you receive, but you will pay 
it indirectly. Many financial 
companies pay commission to 
advisers when they sell one of 
their products, and this is 
added to the cost of the fi- 
nancial product you buy. If 
your EFA is fee-based, he or 
she can ask for no commission 
to be charged or paid. Alter- 
natively, the IFA can split the 
commission with you. 

By law, your IFA has to tell 
you bow much commission he 
or she is being paid. Com- 
mission payments vary be- 
tween 1 per cent and 5 per 
cent of the amount you invest, 
depending on the product 
Beware a sting in the tail: 
commission on some regular- 
premium products is based on 
a calculation of the premiums 
you are expected to pay over 
the lifetime of the product. 
This is typically an up-front 
payment which means most 
of your first year’s premiums 
will go in commission. 

IFAs bave to hold profes- 
sional qualifications. The ba- 
sic qualification is (he 
Financial Planning Certifi- 
cate, but some IFAs go on to 
take more advanced exams 
and will specialise in a par- 
ticular area such as invest- 
ments, tax planning or 
mortgage business. 

Choosing an IFA you are 
happy with can take time, 
bearing in mind that you 
want to deal with someone 


you are comfortable with and 
who you can trust Recom- 
mendations from friends, a so- 
licitor or an accountant can be 
a good starting point. 

“You may even find your 
solicitor or accountant is able 
to help you himself,” says 
Anne-Marie Martin, acting 
chief executive of IFA Pro- 
motion (IFAP). a body which 
promotes financial advice. 

“Some solicitors and ac- 
countants arc qualified to 
give independent financial 
advice. If they are not quali- 
fied themselves, they may 
have an IFA arm or someone 
in the company who is qual- 
ified and deals specifically 
with financial planning." 

To check if your solicitor 
or accountant is authorised to 
offer independent financial 
advice, you can call the 
Financial Services Authority 
central register on 0171-929 
3652. 

If you are unable to find an 
IFA via a recommendation, 
you can call the IFAP hotline 
on0117-971 13 77 for details of 
three IFAs in your area. IFAP 
recommends talking to at least 
a couple of IFAs before de- 
ciding which one to select. 
Most firms are happy to give 
potential clients the names of 
two of their clients. 

When you meet an IFA, he 
or she should carry out an in- 
depth fact-find into your 
financial arrangements. This 
enables them to build up an 
overall picture of your finan- 
cial affairs. Your IFA can re- 
view your arrangements. It 
could be that some ofyour in- 
vestments are no longer per- 
forming particularly well and 
you could do more with your 
money elsewhere. 

IFAP has produced a guide on 
the types of financial advice that 
are available, as well as a fact- 
sheet on how your IFA is paid. 
For copies, contact the IFAP 
hotline on 0117-971 1377. 


Thought for the day 


y 
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Young Ridgway & Associates Limited are 
specialists in providing advice and guidance 
for people who wish to make the most from 
their retirement. 

We provide completely independent advice 
as to how you can achieve the 

MAXIMUM INCOME 
& CAPITAL GROWTH 

from your investments necessary to maintain 
your standard of living and to protect your 
capital. 

Young Ridgway & Associates Ltd are 
regulated by the Personal Investment Authority 
and are authorised to provide you with all the 
information you need. If you are approaching 
retirement you should find the time to complete 
and return this coupon - no stamp required - and 
we will send you a free copy of our ‘Retirement 
Planning Guide" which will give you the 
information you need to know. 





Young Ridgway 
& Associates Ltd 

Independent Financial Advice 

FREEPOST - 10 Borelli Yard, Famham, Surrey Gl)9 7BR. 

Telephone 01252 727122 


Planning 

For 

Retirement? 



Please send me a FREE copy of your 1 Retirement Planning Guide' brochure 


NameiMrAWMiss). 
Address 


RP7 

INb6.l2.97 


PostCode 


<YRfl- 


\buno Ridgwav 
& Associates I-td 


Telephone Number 




I am retired Yes (__ j No l intend to retire in . 


.momhs/yrs 


!cp<. miff?.’ Tiiv-i 




Regulated by die Personal Investment Authority 


YORK • MANCHESTER • CHESTER NOTTINGHAM . BIRMINGHAM CARDIFF . LEICFSTL'R 
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Across the board, 
London is changing 
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|?| Amoui those who have 
'V: nevervfsfted London, and 
many who five in the city, 
Mayfair wifl forever be a 
1 rich - and expensive - navy 
'’llj bfeie, whae poor Old Kent 
Road remains a dug brown. 

“?$: The reason? Monopoly, the 
«ei^bf«*argamewhich 

appears to have set house 

■ J < . prices m those areas in 
r 4?’- stone . FeSdtyCannea 

■ investigates whether the 

' $ boards assumed property 

^ valuations still hold true. 


Monopoly's fame spreads far 
and vnde. So wide, in fact, that the 
US resort of Atlantic Gty has even 
named its streets after those on 
the board. 

Butwhjk Mayfair and the Old 
. KentRoad are stiD well known, 
jwhat about Vine Street, Coven- 
try Street or Northumberland 
Avenue? A black cab driver may 
know tbeir whereabouts, but a for- 
eign Monopoly player might be 
somewhat disappointed. 

These streets are part of a list 
which -Victor Whtson, head of 
Waddiagton’s, the games firm, 
rompied as prime London land- 
marks with his secretary after a 
stroD around the city in the 1930s. 
Tbday^’wfih the massive devri- 
opment of parts of London that 
would never have been seen from 
a tour bus 60 years ago, it may be 
time to update the Monopoly 
board. 

Sav31s Property Consultants 

nmlre fliftkaa, Krifflrdiririgfi and 

Kenangton as the top three most 
desirable residential locations in 
central London. 

Knightsbridge and Sloane 
Street would have to be the new 
dHte areas on the new board. Har- 
rods was, after all, wodd famoos 
even befcae the fayed connection. 
And Nichols, (Absolutely 
fabulous state, dbpting) ranks even - 
higher among 'the shopping. 


-> :• > 

t 


; . Dp«li^ayfeirstia deserve a top 
spot?$Caatnse, the area is prime 
office location for snaDer com- 
panies who want a central London 
base. But, as Robert Bailey of 
Strutt & Parker, the estate agent, 
points out in the inimitable sales- 
speak that can sfllr purses 
out of sow’s ears: “Mayfeir now 
appears good value lor money in 
comparison with other prime ar- 
eas. 

“Wc can only see this trend in- 
creasing wiffi the decentralisation 
of many international compa- 


mesm Loader giving up tbeirgra- 
cious offices, converted from 
what were originally private hous- 
es [into] modem day office com- 
plexes.’' 

Good value for money, indeed. 
Bor instance, Strutt & Parker has 
jus sold a two-bedroom flat of just 
under 1,000 sq ft, in Charles 
Street, Mayfair, for £250,000. 
With other parts of central Lon- 
donfetdxing double that amount, 
Mayfair may have to be off our 
new board. 

On the other hand. Park Lane 
must remain in second place, with 
its views over Hyde Park and, pari- 
ty, as access to Oxford Street Oth- 
er areas of Wl, most notably 
“Fitzrovia”, estate agent talk for 
the streets around Oxford Grcus 
-Hntland St, Great Titchfie Id St 
- are becoming as popular as 
Mayfair. 

Conversions from offices to 
luxury blocks are dragging in res- 
idents who want a central London 
address, while Oxford Street itself 
remains one of the richest shop- 
ping streets in London, despite 
some of the tackier shops along 
iis length. Bond Street also holds 
its place, particularly with the berth 
of the designer megastore - Ver- 
sace, Donna Karan, and the oth- 
ers. 

If Northumberland Avenue 
were to go, one would at least ex- 
pect Whitehall to be unchanged. 
Not at alL “Itseems now flat noth- 
ing can be taken for granted in 
\W amMLSte ^"<^a«y nkearnan fiTr 

London Residential Research of 
an area with a severe bCKueJesness 
problem. 

The Treasury Building in 
Whitehall is under threat from de- 
velopers, and “if 25 or more res- 
idential units are proposed, 
"Westminster planners might just 
seek a social housing component. 
Not many people would have ex- 
pected council housing in the 
Treasury h mltfing. ” 

Not a0 changes to the board 
,are doe sdety to the rise and faD • 

_ inanaretfsfbrtunes.Ra-instanoe^ 
^^pingr^iig^tfoltydaim the,, 
place of Fleet Street and Strand 
loses out to the South Bank, 
which along with its galleries, the- 
atres and concert halls also has 
one of the new prestigious ad- 
dresses in London, the White 
House. 

The building overlooks the 
river, with apartments selling at 
an average of £450 per sq ft, 
and penthouses at £l-5m. Fur- 
ther along on the Albert Em- 
bankment, Peninsular Heights 
penthouses fetch around £800 
per sq ft, the most expensive be- 



ing a cool £325m. 

I( is now respectable (just 
about) to venture south of the riv- 
er, so the South Bank ranks 
alongside Covent Garden and 
So bo, both of which have seen 
huge increases in residential de- 
sirability, particularly with the 
removal of Covent Garden mar- 
ket in the late 1970s. Residential 
space in both Soho and Covent 
Garden, nonetheless, has strong 
competition from the smaller 
trendy businesses and shops. 

From Long Acre, Ccrvent 
Garden, take a trip along to St 
Katherine’s Dock. With its com- 
bination of office and residential 
use the Isle of Dogs easily desenes 
a place. 

The penthouse in the Berke- 
ley tower, Canary Riverside, is 
priced at ower£2m, and both fair- 
briar Homes and Barrett are vy- 
ing to produce "one of the most 
sought after addresses in Lon- 
don”, with penthousssat Dun- 
bar Wharf and Pierhead 
Lock, respectively. 

‘That's all very weH,” you 
ay, “but I wouldn’t want to 
live there!” You don’t 
have to. You follow the 
lead of far Eastern 
landlords. Buy it up, 
and charge everyone 
else the rent 

According to 

mmpiiiCT^qgpil 

studies of Mo- 
nopoly games. 

Vine Street, 

Marlborough 
Street and 
Bow Street 
are the 
most visit- 
ed sites on 
the board. 

For a like- 
for-like comparison, 
we must go to the real tourist 
sites ofLdoester Square, Piccadilly 
Circus and Charing Cross Road. 

Angel Islington, having moved 
up a peg, leaves Caledonian 
fload to slot in with Euston Road 
qpti Fentonyi^g Rgad, which can 
ratty gaze in envy at their neigh- 
bours, the conservation area of 
Bamsbmy and spiralling Blooms- 
bury. 

from here it is but a short slip- 
pay slope to Whitechapel Road 
and Old Kent Road, which still 
“represent the last resort of the 
underdog to hold out against the 
oppressive forces of the Navy Blue 
pcwermongers- r 

The origi na l train stations on 
the board represented the dif- 
ferent railway companies. After 
nationalisation they became 


British Rail 
and now we have 
come full code. However, the 
different companies are now far 
too numerous to mention, so ihe 
stations will gain a place in view 
of their importance. King's Cross 
is still there, but will soon lose its 
lion’s share of the Channel Tun- 
nel responsibility to Stratford, in 
the East Victoria deserves a 
place, being the gateway to the rest 
of the world via Gatwick Airport. 
Marylebone, in reality onty hang- 
ing on by the skin of its teeth.can 
ga as can Fenchunrch StreeL That 
leaves a space for Paddington to 
serve the west of England. 

And as for the Free Parking 
square, parking at any price would 


be 

welcome on 
the new board. In 
central London you can expect 
to pay up to £100,000 for a 
garage. Rents are more afford- 
able, if you can secure one, at 
around £5,000 per year for a 
garage, £1,500 for an under- 
ground space. So along with the 
green houses and red hotels, lit- 
tle black garages will realty clob- 
ber your opponents. 

And forget about going 
straight to jail. The easiest way to 
immobilise a player is to wheel- 
damp him. 


Fictitious property games: should the world-famous Monopoly board, loved by 
millions, be subject to change as areas in London move in and out of fashion? 
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Pests can prove lethal - 
for your finances 


G A midnight trip to the 
■ ; f kitchen to pour a drink 
• for lier toddler led Fiona 
BmnjQiorst to the flesh- 
creeping discovery that 
something other than - 
Gi/ cobwebs was alive and 
1 ,y . thriving in her house. 

i Hertyshe explains what 
■ :• to dp toget rid of creepy- 
crawfies thxt can go 
crunch In the night. 
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Stepping," or rather sliding, 
barefooted on a slimy slug the 
sizepfa small rodent, sent me 
reeling: it was just the start of 
a nightmar e. - slugs 


hanging but of the larder or 
gathering 1 .m a great 
posFtyjjw on niy ceramic tiles. 

OdsBrcrossed sflvery trails 
were fee’ teB-fale signs every 
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dangerous for the cat and our 
toddji^ jp^pefhut halves filled 














with beer placed strategicafly in 
the garden - a waste of good 
beer and they didn't catch any 
slugs anyway. 

In the end the solution was 
simple and environmentally 
friendly. Plant a half barrel in 
the garden, fill ii with water, add 
plants and the magic ingredient 
- nature’s dug predator - the 
common frog. Our house is dow 
slug free and our hostas are no 
longer reduced to a stalk by 
midsummer. 

However, some pests are 
more difficult to track down. 
Jane Hayball discovered a loaf 
of bread savaged in her kitchen 
one morning. “Then we kept 
finding walnuts scattered 
around the bouse, bnt the 
crunch came when some avo- 
cados disappeared one tty one.” 

Mice were eliminated from 
the suspects list as “there were 
no droppings", and Jane final- 
ly laid the blame on squirrels. 
-We found a hole under the 
doorstep where we thought 
they could possibly get in/' 

Jane boarded up the bole 

and thought her squirrel prob- 
lems were over 
until a neighbour 
spotted a few pop- 
ping in and out of a 
gap under the 

eaves. This 

tim e she was 
taking no 
chances and 
called in a 
pest con- 
trol 

compa- 


ny, who discovered a drey in the 
roof space. 

They put down poison and 
returned to remove the corpses. 
Jane sees squirrels as major 
pests. “They love chewing and 
could do quite a lot of damage.” 

Whatever pest decides to 
descend on your bouse, you ‘re 
unlik ely to get much help from 
your local authority. Environ- 
mental officers will probably 
point you in the direction of the 
Yellow Pages to get the prob- 
lem sorted out yourself, if they 
don’t have their own pest-con- 
trol teams. 

Following complaints from 
neighbours or tenants, some 
councils may take legal pro- 
ceedings against private house- 
holders or landlords who refuse 
to get rid of pests. In very ex- 
treme cases they may even pay 
for the work to be carried out. 
although the risk of not re- 
couping the money is a big de- 
terrent to them. 

Josef Church’s landlord was 
most cooperative when he was 
informed that his large Victo- 
rian house in Hornsey, north 
London, was infested with 
cockroaches “I was quite dis- 
gusted,” says Josef, who was 
away in his native Sweden 
when his flatmaies signed the 
contract for ibe house. 

“But I suppose it wasn’t 
the landlord’s fault and he did 
act quickly.” After Lhe treat- 
ment the flatmates found dead 
cockroaches everywhere, but a 
few weeks later they started 
finding the odd live one again. 



Bats in the belfry: but Josef Church was 
inundated instead with cockroaches In 
his house in north London. *1 kept all my 
food in bags just in case’ 

Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


“I haven't *een any for about 
a week.” noies Jasef. "and I m 
pleased I haven l ever found 
one in my bedroom. I’ve been 
keeping all my food in hag*, just 
in case. My mother kept call- 
ing me up from Sweden terri- 


hl\ stressed at the thought of 
them in my food." 

Residents in Ridley Road in 
London’s Fast knd took mai- 
lers inti* their own hands a few 
years ago w hen Hackney coun- 
cil seemed l* i ienore lhe rais in- 


festing neartty derelict shops. 
Rubbish from the adjacent 
street market provided the rats 
with a ready source of food and 
after dark they were every- 
where. 

A petition had no effect so 


the residents took action. A 
dead rat on the desk of the ap- 
propriate council official was 
considered essential. After 
much discussion one resident - 
ex-forces and a good shot - re- 
luctantly volunteered to do the 
business with an air rifle. 
Watched by his pyjama-clad 
neighbours in the dead of night 
he took aim. Unfortunately 
for him, the pellets were not fa- 
tal and the rats lived to run an- 
other day. When the shops 
were finely demolished, the 
residents' worst fears were re- 
alised when the rats rehoused 
themselves in nearby basement 
flats. 

Tbny Stephens, of Rentokfl 
Initial, says that despite some 
honor stones the most common 
pests are house mice, which are 
usually removed by laying poi- 
sonous baits (note: DIY traps 
need chocolate, not cheese). 

During the summer months 
Rentokfl is deluged with calls 
from people discovering wasp 
or black ant nests. With around 
15.000 to 20,000 wasps in a nest 
the size of a football you can 
have some sympathy with sea- 
sonal entomophobics. In fact, 
stored product insects for SPls 
as they’re known in the busi- 
ness) are making themselves at 
home in our pastas and cereals. 

“Although these insects are 
harmless,” adds Mr Stephens, 
“you can understand the horror 
of finding an insect doing back- 
stroke in your cereal bowl.” 

Burn and Andrew Martin - 
Davis's pests were similarly 


microscopic but just as lethal, 
especially to their savings. 
"We’d just moved into our 
bouse in Surrey when I was sud- 
denly covered in literally hun- 
dred of tiny bites,” says 
Andrew. “The previous owner 
bad five cats, so we suspected 
fleas.” 

A spray from a pet shop 
didn't work and even treat- 
ments by the local environ- 
mental health department 
foiled to shift the fleas. “Our 
son had just started crawling,” 
adds Bina, “but I couldn't put 

him down on the floor -it was 
a very stressful time.” 

There was only one solu- 
tion. They removed all the 
floor coverings and sprayed 
each room around the edges 
with a pesticide bought from 
the local vet “We hadn’t bud- 
geted for replacing carpets, 
some of them were brand 
new,” says Andrew, “but we 
had to get rid of the fleas. It 
cost us around £3,000 by the 
end of it.” 

They’ve been told that the 
eggs could lay dormant for 
some time and vibrations and 
central heating can make them 
batch. “It’s a good excuse for 
not doing any DIY,” Andrew 
says. 

And finally, the man from 
Rentokfl would like to set the 
record straight about a certain 
dinner party tale. Rats do get 
into drains and, yes, they can 
swim up around the U-bend. 
His advice? Keep your toilet 
seat down. 
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AT HOME/CHRISTMA S TREES 

The easy way 
to Yuletide 


By 25 December, five- 
an d-a-q uarter-m illion 
real Christmas trees 
will have changed 
hands for an average 
of around £15 apiece. 
Five-and-a-quarter- 
million households will 
have struggled to 
stand the thing upright 
wedged in a bucket 
with house bricks or 
fiddled with those 
infuriating screws on 
stands which are 
alleged to be the final 
solution to leaning- 
'tree syndrome. 

Rosalind Russell looks at 
the alternatives to 
pine needles on the 
carpet. 


According to the British 
Christmas Ttose Growers’ As- 
sociation, more than 50 per 
cent of the trees will be Nor- 
way spruce, 35 per cent non- 
needle-drop Nordmann or 
Noble firs and the rest pine 
or blue spruce. Although 
most famili es in the UK put 
up a Christmas tree, only 20 
per cent choose real ones. 
But hardly any will 
achieve the twinidy elegance 
you see in magazines li Per- 
fect Home, where the trees 
never seem to have light ca- 
ble draped around like 
spaghetti, or are capped by 
an old fairy that has seen bet- 
ter days. 


Alive to the angst of the 
house-proud but hopeless 
tree decorator, a number of 
companies have offered easy 
options. The Marks & 
Spencer Home Catalogue 
has two sizes of artificial 
trees already fitted with 
lights: the 4ft 6ins with SO 
lights is £65 and the 6ft6ins 
with 144 lights is £100 (mail 
order only). The Argos 6ft 
pre-lit artificial tree, with 
150 lights, costs £49.99. 

M&S will also deliver a 
real Nordmann fir. about 
6ft high (without decora- 
tions or lights) for £65 plus 
delivery, but including a wa- 
ter reservoir - a cut tree can 
drink up to a pint of water a 
day. Although that is about 
double the price of most 
garden centre Nordmann 
firs that size, at least you will 
not have an argument with 
your partner over the shape 
or have to drive home with 
it sticking through the sun- 
roof. 

The mail order catalogue 
for the charity Barnard os 
sells two artificial-tree styles 
(frosty or traditional) which 
come with real pine cones at- 
tached to the branches and 
a pack of coordinating dec- 
orations. The 6ft tree with 
72-piece pack costs £54.98, 
plus P&P. 

Really trendy home-own- 
ers would not be caught dead 
with a traditional tree, real 
or otherwise. One of the 
biggest sellers so far this 
year is a fibre-optic s himm er 
effect “tree'*, the tips of 
which change colour as they 



are stroked. 

They do not generate 
heat, so are safe for children 
who find them fascinating. 
They sell for around £49.99 
in Selfridge's and other 
big stores. And John 
Lewis has progressed the 
minimalist bundle of 
twigs idea (promoted 
heavily by interior de- 
signers) by producing a 
gold twig tree and a sil- 
ver apple-and-pear 
tree (£39 each). 

Heals has sold so 
many of its red chilli 
pepper tree lights 
(at £26.50 a set) it 
has had to order 
another deliv- 
ery. The dis- 
play, draped 
around a 
handsome 5ft 
cowboy-and- 
Indian type 
cactus in the 


Store in King's Road. 
London, provoked a rush 
among owners of loft and 
warehouse conversions, 
for whom a trad tree 
is ahout as chic as Pot 
Noodles. 

But Katrien van 
Liefferinge might 
yet come out at the 
top of the alterna- 
tive tree. Trained as 
a cabinet maker, 
van Liefferinge, 
who lives in 
Leeds, took an 
honours degree 
in three-di- 
mensional 
design at 
Glasgow 
School 
*■? 4®? of Art. 

Her 
Christ- 


Luminosu scries No 3. is an 
inflatable, made of PVC, 
punctuated with white or 
multi -coloured fairy lights, 
making them look like 
bizarre but jolly sorcerers’ 
hats. The lm size is £75 and 
the 1. 2m is £120. Individual- 
ly made (so sizes are ap- 
proximate) the Luminosas 
arc supplied with bulbs and 
fitted plug. They are part of 
van Liefferinge s inflatable 
light objects series, which she 
says was inspired by an in- 
terest in fairytales and 
comics. 

It this is all loo easy and 
you prefer your tree to pro- 
vide a challenge, there is al- 
ways the one offered in the 
Bits & Pieces mail-order 
catalogue. It is a three-di- 
mensional. double-sided 2ft 
jigsaw of a Christmas tree. It 
costs £12.95 and comes with 
23 mini ornament puzzles 
which fit on the assembled 
tree. There are 750 pieces, 
so it you start now it might 
just be ready by Christmas 
Eve. 

M&S Home Catalogue 0345 
902 902; M&S real tree deliv- 
ery 0345 704 704; Argos 0990 
000161 ; Bamardos 0S70 
6039000: Selfridge's 0171 629 
1234: John Lewis 0171 629 
7711; Heals 0171 636 1666; 
Katrien van Liefferinge 0113 
2570241; Bits & Pieces 01379 
649 0 29. 

For an Internet list of members 
of the British Christmas Tree 
Growers' .Association to find 
one near you, m :hctga,org.uk 
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\$ e 


al 


A 


Lodge Oast near Tbnbridge in Kent was converted into a home 
U%rsZo. It has a 23ft by lift entrance ball and three re- 
ception rooms, one of which is in the second roundel ISftl&n 
indiameter^The five-bedroom house stands mmore utan fire 
acres of fenced paddocks and gardens and has a rodanrood Sa- 
ble block and a 45ft baybarn. Agents Langford Rae O Neill is 
asking £525.000 (01732 740745). 
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East Leigh, in the Dales National Park seven miles firamday- 
burn. is a stone-built house with views across Coverdale^ith 
three reception rooms, three bedrooms and a games roQn^the 
property has a white Aga and a conservatory with a vineand a 
stone flag floor. The 23ft drawing room has a fireplace witfrcist- 
iron stove, marble surround and antique carved manteL-'TOire 
is a stone stable and a five-acre field with mains troughedfooter 
supply. £225,000 through GA Tbwn & Country (01969 
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Rookery House, a Grade Il-listed timber-framed farmhouse in 
Feisham, near Bury St Edmunds in Suffolk, is typical of the area, 
familiar to viewers of the TV series Lovejoy which was filmed 
around the village. The five-bedroom house has drawing: tim- 
ing and sitting rooms, and in the half-acre gardens has a range 
of outbuildings, including stable, workshop and store. £295,000 
through Bedfords (01284 769999). 
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FAX: 0171 293 2505: 

i ■■ k-iMtl/in rwy, 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


PROPERTY: RESIDENTIAL 


OWli- 


Services 



London Property 



LfMEHOUSE 

MMk ID work at Canary Wharf ki ; 
IS annum. Unique QeofQOT ! 
popariy <n conservation area cut- 
WC. Graceful epadouB luor 
I riow*. indoor pooKauna. garden. 

I oO-road parting, a Use* 

£295,000 
0171 515 1595 


SELLING OR RENTING your 
home? Why not advertise ki (he 
Independent or the Independent 
an Sunday? You can reach over 
1. 4 mfl Hon readers nattonelty 
IN RE'S/). TWe advert Mould cost 
you £41.00 + VAT. House tel. 
0171 283 2302/2343 for Wo. 



Summary and analysis of approx. 166 Leasehold 
Valuation Tribunal decisions on flat owners’ claims under 
Leasehold Reform Act, 1993. Compares Lessees', 
Landlords' and Tribunals' valuations lor approx. 600 
Rats. Includes Lands Tribunal and landlords' fees 
decisions. Invaluable reference work for settlements. 
Approximately 61 pages. Extracts on 
http://wiim.leasehold.co.uk 
£25 including pp (Visa/ Mas terc ar d accepted) from 
LEASEHOLD ENFRANCHISEMENT LIMITED 

Chartered Surveyors, 

33 SL George's Drive, London SW1V 4DG 
Tel: 0171 821 8820, Fax: 0171 821 8897 


Buckinghamshire 


Coldharbour Cottages %SSt£iTv££rm 



-UN jar oU limber framed 
ikudmd collage: Grade II 
Sued Weil decomied imenmU) 

Frieadlj nfljjx of Wcndovcr 
SO mama Miryfcbooc. 

Siflmf room wilt isgfeaooL. 
dumc room, roatwraiory. oat 
tilCWD. 2 bedrooms. ea suitf 
show and bathroom. anic 
room, gu central boding. 
MUff garden *tlh purpose 
hull anios audio il<r i 161 


Offers arm mi £195.000 
Brown & Mcttj 
01296 624444 


Services 


Takin g for a property to buy or rent? 

Well, now you can find the home of your dreams^ 
without leaving your favourite armchair 

Just think, no more trekking around the 
Agents, no more wasted weekends viewing, 
no more stress and strain. Our experts 
search and find, we match using our 
database, we view and make a video of 
your selected properties - and much more - 
while you just sit back and relax. 

Find our more - call free on 0800-298 4312 
Fast, efficient and affordable - Fees from £30 
Tbc Property Boi Lid. Datum Haute. 4tM4 Wicklow SL London WC1X 9HL 




Dorset/Hampshire 


DORSET - IdytUc Thettftud (arm- 
houH In 12 acres own pounds. 
Sleeps 12 adults. Available Dee 
20 ■ Jan 3. £2,Q00per week. Tel: 
01308 868303 


lb Let Country 


E-ANGLIA W/END getaway. 60 ms 
London, 2 bed apt In Edmflan 
hoe on 400 acre prime Island, 
Mai road. Pod. Good beaches 
£000 pan. TW 01621 
788451/788273. fax 788244. 


Timeshare 


MICHAEL WATSON, trn nme ttonal 
Tlmwtiere Property Broker. Time- 
share Cauncfl renamed. Buying or 

aaUing. 1M: 171209 

832032/832062. Monday to Frl- 
dbytLSOmnoapm 


Services 
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East Anglia 


FREE - Abbctta 40 page fufl colour 
Homeffnder Brochure. UXTa of 
props rttea T/oul Norfolk K Su(- 
totk. £29 JXX1 to £500.000- Tel. 
01284 769626 

COUNTRY HOUSES S Cottages In 
Suffolk & Essex. Peter Andrews 
01449 740080 


Sell your home for as little THE INDEPENDENT 

as £50 per advertisement 


Advertise your property through the /ndependent and Independent on Sunda/s 
highly successful Property Gallery, a marketplace that is tried, tested and works. 

The advertisement appears in the Saturday Your Money or the Sunday Business 
sections. Your property will appear in the format shown here, with 40 words of 
description complemented by a full colour photograph of your home. 

The Cost 

The more advertisements you book, the cheaper the cost per ad:- 
/ x Advertisement costs £95 

2 x Advertisements cost £130 (£65 each) 

3 x Advertisements cost £150 (£50 each) 



Detached family boorek. 
Grade H Luted, large 
reception worn, 

4 bed, 2 bath. 

M i i att tood 

Wen amntvS&hKad and rail 
Excelll^dfai] schools. 

£250,000 

y telephone (Daytime): 

'0171 283 2087 



Fill in this coupon and send payment, a colour photograph and up to 40 words of copy toiThe Property Team, 
Classified Advertising, 19th Floor, Independent Newspaper, I Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London EI4 5DL 

DeadUne for receipt of eopy/phoee b it Iwm 6 working days prior to pubBcation. 

Offer open to |wlwuL£ ailrtft only, cofnmeirial irirenliiinj peffagp n nfl ihl r nn request 


NAME- 


— TELEPHONE Idaytme). 


ADDRESS™ 


i require I D 2 Q 3D fbdk appropriate box) AdvenGement(s) at a total cost af £ . 


Bease endow a cheque for this amount made payable to 'Newspaper Publishing Pic’ w fin m ^'’/isi'Access/Amex/Dmtre Qub 

CREDIT CARD NO I I 1 I I l_L I I I I I I 1 I I 1 I I EXPIRY DATE SIGilATURE 

For advice or more Information please call The Property Team' on 0171-293 2343 or 0171-293 2302 


Wanted 


’.WANTED! 


LAND/SITES - without Planning Permission 
but with possible development potential. 
Preferably in vfllage/town locations, in 
Cheshire and North West 
Wb are prepared id taka al Bie costs and risks h obtaining 
permission. 0w planning oonsutsrtB are wperts. Wte are interested 
In buying any land -tram targe gardens to serious acreage. 
Dffflcut nuisance, problem, conversion, renovation, fisted, redundant 
and Unneighbourly sites afl considered. 

PLEASE FORWARD LOCATION PLANS AND ANY PLANNING 
HJSTDRY DETAILS To: 


GOLDFINCH 

Goldfinch (Projects) Limited, 

Elston, West Road, Weaverham, Cheshire CW8 3HH 
Tel: 01928 787800 


Overseas Property 



TAYLOR WOODROW 
GIBRALTAR 

Luxury Apartments 
in a Private Marina 
Paces mw £220,000 
Enjoy the Tax Advantages 
In a Mediterranean Climate 


Teu Diet 477 5505 
Fax: 00 350 75523 


am 


Scotland 


'’Country Home 1 " 
Ayrshire Scotland 



PirmckkL. country hew-*.- 
In ftrwjrKfc, of* 9 2 ren- 
Indudaig nnHIcni i(ra.'inft 
and Intel! [Wiing 

Lot No.l 

Muin Hou.sc jixI bind 
a o L26OflO0 
LMMU 

Adfourunj.' 1 apjniiiuw hnnw 
nnJW5.0og 

Tel: 01563 530043 


Lincolnshire 



I 


W irf irM * mreri. wmicr 
- t2*r**> Mymiiiw, lift foson 
Grade II baud Comin Home in' 
Urp; maiurc pnlm mi^rK «alU, 
umaad on cdft at Luc. «.*k 
Pwdkd 4ra«inf rooin and y»jv 
□nm(i mom and rh»d 
ipwl CounD> Luclm wuh Ip. 
mowRiii pasinv 4 fire rVwi 
hetbuonp I J cd lute) Finuh 
hnhrunm. : Layt rt w 
tainwm. ml Tied mural heannt 
Prsc lu indudeolliim wfi 
ranxArtjr Soenj a Uoinn. num 
Orter talura M l mwiimcd 
C1M« Fn*Md 
Tct 8I7W T522rr 


SBUC- fl«M ■ FWHCC- PniUGHi 
sBX-cTpns-aBJW-nui.Erc 


FREE MAGAZINES 




to w* EES onr cat 0U14O son 

vnritoto 

AWEBSTOCK nWUBHMG LTD 
M n ow Bn* H—m to. 
iMnaiDT 


London Property 




\ REGENT LETTING 0171 916 0313 


LANDLORDS 

SPECIAL 

RATES 


8% 


No Fee to 
Tenants 
84B Camden Rd 
London NW1 9EA 


ST JOHNS WOOD, NWS £275pw 

One massive doable bedroom flat, fully Rued 

kitchen, washing machine. Including hot water 

and heating. ti 

PARLIAMENT HILL, NW3 £275pw 

Luxury one bedroom Hat, large lounge, fully 

fined kitchen. Separate bath and toileL ' 

Available now. 

GLOUCESTER AVENUE, REGENTS PARK, NWi £400pw 
Luxury two bedroom fiat, varnished wood floors, 
furnished to a high standard, security videocom 
entry ]>hone close to public transport and aD other 
amenities. Available now. 

THE GROVE, FINCHLEY CENTRAL, N3 £440pw 

Fabulous four bedroom bouse with bath and 

shower, two WCs. Two large reception rooms 

and fully fitted kitefaen/diner and garden. Close 

to tube and amenities. Available now. 

CHALCOT SQUARE, CHALK FARM, NWI £450p» 

Four bedroom maisonette on two floors. Large lounge, ' 

, fully fitted khchen, two WCs and loft for storage. 

Close to all amenities. 


. I* P 

n a-. 


Herefordshire 


LEDBURY, He re f o r dshi re Renova- 
Aon cJ Hafl otdbiildings and 
grounds to create 17 residential 
units satin 1 6 Acres on edge at 
town. Spacious apartments, 2 
bed lodfie. 4 bod detached non 
bu»d. Prices Cl 1 1UX» - £300000. 
Contact Agents John Goodwin, 
3/5 Naw street, Ledbury, Here- 
fordshire, 01531 034648 


Tb Let 


STICKLE* U KENT 


Specialists in Residential letting anil nurui£enwni in] 
Cnnden. Regent’s Park and Primrose Hill. 

Regent's Park Office 

0171 267 2053 


Wiltshire 


BEAUTIFUL RURAL locations. 
Ciuse by Marfborough 5 Hwgor- 
ford. 4 a 5 bedroom indhridiaBy 
styled new homes. BulB to the 
Highest specMtcoikms by Parteh 
Homes. Prices range from 
£155,000 to In excess at 
£400,000. Please letephone the 
Sales offlea lor tumor details on 
tel: 01672 81 1290. 


Retirement Homes 


NORTH SOMERSET ■ Luxury 
□reached Houses al Pie Old Rec- 
tory. East Brow. Exdtistve ullage 
site or fust thro beautiful new 
nomas butt In a traditional style. 
Soduded cul-de-sac position in 
waled grounds near Chwch. Five 
"MUMS to MS/J22. Commuiablo 
to Bristol, Taunton and South 
Waioa. 4 Beds, a Recaps. 2 
Baihs. Utility. £193.750 
£217,500. Maxim Homos Lid 
(Slave Davies). Tel: 01454 
201155. 


Services 




WIMBLEDON VILLAGE, SW20 
SekctKM ofhuaiy newly Built 2 
bed ares and booses, wafa foBy 
fitted kiKban. yaaans rctcpiion 
rootm and u wkh en sane 
hsihrooos. Ranpog from 050- 
£410 per week. Unhanklied/ 
furnished. Ck»c to all ameiBtics. 

Contact Nikki 

0181 877 1961 or 0956 601573 


Bow E3 : Room to let In Georgian 
House. Share with 3 others. All 
mod cons. 2 bathrooms, large 
garden. Very dose to tube and 
DLR Female pref e r re d. Non- 
smoker E3Q3pan-<-deposn. Tel 
Erentnga 01 81 BBS 3166 
ISLINGTON Nl; Lovely furnished 
studio room. Own bathroom. 
Share khchen. Non-smoker 
£435pcm afl todtuhre. Tel: 0171 

254 4673 



i'K?**:--- 

15 * St:* ''- 
fN.-08i 


To advertise 
please call 
0171 293 2343 


Tb Let 


* AMBERDEN 
ESTATES 


0171 433 3310 


6 SOUTH Hig PARK HAMPSTEAD LONDON NW3 2SB 



ires 


T*+ r 

3 1 , 

- c . 
aj 






Services 


WHATEVER YOU 

NEED, SCOOT™ 



Scoot (verb): to save time, 

money and hassle by 

calling the free 24 hour 
finder service and letting 
them find what you need. 
As in, "I need an estate 
agent cos I'm moving 
house. I know, I’ll Scoot." 


0800 I 92192 

www.scoot.co.uk 
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A break for the border? 
Won't expect an easy ride 
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Haulage companies who made 
a detour through Switzerland 
during the recent French lorry 
strike had a sharp reminder of 
the days of border 
bureaucracy. Such a firm’s 
3 clients might have found 
themselves rattling around an 
empty home, while their 
worldly possessions were 
stuck at the frontier. 

Penny Jackson reports on the 
perils of relocating abroad. 


So Used is everyone to the free move- 
ment of goods within the HU, that the 
requirements of those countries on the 
outside can be forgotten. A move to 
Zuipb may seem, on the face of it, to 
be 4$i?asy as moving to Bonn, but it 
is fat more complicated. 

“At the border you have to produce 
proof of employment and a permit to 
reside in the country, as well as other 
forms, including an undertaking not 
to sell anything within 12 months. If 
you don't have the forms, the customs 
charge a bond which can stretch to 
thousands of pounds,” says William 
Karslake, of ^VfcrtJ-Tbomas Removals. 
“They can even impound the vehicle, 
although that is rare.” 

He suggests checking with .com- 
panies' offering 'a service to Europe that 
they are familiar with the concept of 
clearing customs. “Tbo many people 
leai^-thc hard way. Everyone knows 
you need a lot of paperwork for east- 
ern Europe, but they forget that 
places such as the Channel Islands and 
Gibraltar are not in the EU. It is the 
responsibility of the removals firm to 
have the correct documentation.” 

The cost of moving a household 
across the Channel varies between 
£3,500 for, say, Paris, and £5500 for 
the south of Spain, at Ward-Thorn as 
prices. It can cost a great deal more 
to move back into the UK, since ser- 
vices are costly on the Continent One 
couple who moved to Denmark for 
long periods found it cost them £2,000 



Tricky move: make sure the furniture looks used, if you relocate to another country - and you may need specialist help with the red tape 


to move there with a small operator, 
and £5,000 to return. The second time 
round they employed a British com- 
pany to collect their goods from 
Denmark. 

It is also worth reminding people 
that where duty is payable, it is not a 
good idea to take new goods. “Make 
sure there are signs of use", is 
Karslake’s advice, since anything 
spanJring new will be spotted by cus- 
toms. Not a problem for one family 
moving to France, who not only up- 
rooted their Aga, but took two oak 
trees from their garden, roughly cut 
into lony-letyjth planks. 

Even within EU countries, the 
detail of settling down can be harder 
than arranging transport. Most com- 
panies employ relocation agents to 
smooth the way, and a European 
association is in the process of being 
setup. 

At present, the UK leads the field 
within Europe, with Trance having the 
second most organised relocation in- 
dustry. According to Thd Zurfinden, 
chief executive of the Association of 


Relocation Agents, the emphasis 
differs. Some 86 per cent of the 
agents' clients in mainland Europe are 
companies, and 14 percent individuals, 
while in the UK it is closer to half and 
half. 

In Europe, 80 per cent want to rent 
and only 20 per cent to buy. whereas 
the figures for the UK are almost 
reversed. Patricia Roe, a partner in 
Map Relocations, based in Brussels, 
knows how daunting Belgian bureau- 
cracy can be. 

She says: “You have to know the 
right person to get things moving. 
Everyone must have commune regis- 
tration and while some [areas] are very 
welcoming, others, like central Brus- 
sels. cun lake months. It is a nightmare 
because you need it for everything." 

When it comes to leases, she finds 
the difference between a fixed term 
and an open-ended lease poses a 
trap for the unwary. “It is easy to make 
an expensive mistake if an assignment 
is suddenly cut short", says Ms Roe. 
Even inventories, or the so-called 
etot des lieux (which, roughly translated. 


means “the stale of the place") require 
hours of an expert’s time. 

“They are massive documents 
which detail anything from cracks in 
the parquet to marks on the carpet. 
Unscrupulous landlords would make 
the most of them, but now tenants are 
beginning to be better protected." 

In Germany, it helps to know that 
your accommodation may possibly be 
minus a kitchen, although in cosmo- 
politan centres it is becoming more 
common for them to be included, finds 
Helmut Berg, of RSB Deutschland, a 
German relocation firm. 

Apart from help with registering 
and opening bank accounts, cross- 
cultural seminars prove useful. “If 
someone is working with a German 
team, it does help if they know about 
the culture and how things are done. 
This equally applies to the German 
employees, of course," adds Herr 
Berg. 

But when it comes to orientation 
- part of a relocation agent's brief - 
spare a thought for Monique Lam- 
ontigne. head of relocation at the Eur- 


opean Bank. When its staff started 
moving into the Central Asian 
republics, her logistical nightmares 
began. 

She recently arranged for an Eng- 
lish family to move to Almaty, the cap- 
ital of Kazakhstan, which involved 
some 20 border crossings. “They took 
all their own furniture, since out 
there it is either extremely ornate or 
of a very poor standard. We also send 
out dried food twice a year. In the win- 
ter some accommodation does not 
have a regular supply of fuel, and we 
are having to arrange for their own 
generator to be installed. Then you 
have medical care and security to worry 
about," she says. 

And now, after all that, she may 
well have to start all over again; the 
Kazakh government is looking for a 
new capital city. 

Association of Relocation Agents di- 
rectory, 01273 624455; Map Relocations, 
0032 2658 SOSO; RSB Deutschland, 
0049 69 6 0310 91; Ward-Thomas Re- 
movals, 0171 49S0144. 


Waves from Far East fail 
to brake home market 


Does any buyer in a new London development ask 
about the effects of Far Eastern investment? Do 
they worry that a falling-off in sales w31 make waves 
in the borne market? Not according to Tbm 
Marshall of Cluttons Docklands office: “They never 
asked before and they aren't asking now. 

“What they do want to know, though, is how 
many buyers from the Far East are owner-occupiers. 
That is for more important for them, because 
understandably they don't want to buy into a 
development that is predominantly rented out." 

Although Far Eastern investors have been of 
enormous help to the London market as a whole in 
the past few years by providing a sold financial base 
for the developer, the strength of the home market 
is for more important. 

Savills Research finds the percentage of Far 
Eastern buyers of new build in the Docklands to be 
eight per cent At the present time, the success or 
failure of a development selling in the Far East is 
hard to determine. Tom Marshall saw two wen- 
known developers in central locations return with 
entirely different stories - one had done well, the 
other very badly. 

Barren, for instance, might well have held its 
breath during the recent turmoil in the stock 
markets having sold 50 units at its Globe View 
development in Upper Thames Streer to buyers in 
Hong Kong in September. Nevertheless, none of 
the buyers has withdrawn. Prices start at £160, 000, 
rising to £700,000. 

Barra tt does not take more than 30 per cent of 
any development abroad. However, where UK 
buyers might benefit is where developers either 
decide it is not worth marketing in the Ear East at 
all, or they cut the number of units for sale there, 
putting more the way of the British purchaser. 

The quality of stock going to auction these days has 
vastly improved. No longer is it a course of last 
resort for the vendor, whether private or 
institutional At Savills second national auction held 
in London last week, Thorabridge Hall, a grade n 
listed neo-Tudor house with a stable block, sold for 
£850,000 to a Cheshire businessman who intends to 
restore it for his family’s use. 

Private individuals, as opposed to dealers, who 
imagine they can pick up a bargain may find 
themselves bidding against tike-minded buyers. 

Even so, Robert Weaver of Savills finds it gives the 
most accurate picture of the current market stnee- 
there can be no back-room negotiations: “No one's 
hand is being forced", he says. “Nor is there any 
reason to assume that the property has some 
inherent problem.” 

On South Ferry Island in Liverpool’s Docklands, 
Crosby Homes is intending to launch the remainder 
of its Coburg Quay development over Christmas 
and the New Year. As the first residents move in, so 
the next phase, St Lawrence Quay, will be 
introduced. Apparently, the site appeals across the 
spectrum from “retired merchant seamen to young 
professionals.” Prices aL Coburg Quay start at 
£88,950. Sales : 0151 7342220. 


‘Requires investigation’: the dreaded words that can make a survey valueless 


. g a 
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Eighty per cent of people, 
through either naivety or 
stupidity, do not have a full 
survey carried out when 
buying a house. They rely 
on valuation reports, a 
much less complete picture 
of the property. Gnetta 
Vedrickas , who was one of 
them, offers her personal 
excuses, but wonders 
whether a full survey would 
have helped anyway. 


I admit it. I relied solely on the val- 
uation report for 'tfbat is, yes, I 
know, the most important pur- 
chaseTm ever likely to make. 

. ; My feeble excuse is that Ifoved 

fhebbuseso much that I didn’t want 
to know about its faults- I'm feeble 
bu t Fm not alone. Are the smug 20 
ppt cent better off than me when 
things go wrong? 

: yari M and Caroline Scott re- 
jected two bouses after surveys re- 
vealed major problems. They 
bdEeveda buildmg survey, often 
called a full structural survey, was 
worthwhile for The third house 
ti^ysaw. \ . 

;Vs'Mr Poll chose a surveyor from 
mr/pbbne book: We wanted the 
n issuance of ah expert opinion- 
$ :talkeda fot, and he seemed pas- 
ta nate about houses, which in- 
$ rcd con&fcnot.” Mr Poll and Ms 
S Wreceived a ‘%ige report which 
fl s surveyor went through in ex- 
k 2 Stive detaiL” It mentioned dry 
is Md suggested “further invest- 


ftjfland MsScott that it looked 


uotwony. 


On completion day Mr Poll 
walked upstairs and immediately 
spotted dry rot in a different place 
to the “localised spot". 

“I spent a nightmare Saturday 
ripping plaster off walls. It was hor- 
rible finding more and more, and 
realising how much it would cost.” 

The three-storey home was rid- 
dled from basement to rafters, and 
cost £13,000 to put right. But should 
they have sought specialist advice 
on the dry rot? 

“I trusted the surveyor’s judge- 
ment,” says Mr Poll He believes the 
surveyor should have spotted the ex- 
tent of the problem or advised them 
to investigate: “The report was foil 
. of trivia, and more significant things 
were lost. It was impossible ro 

judge, because it was peppered with 

stock phrases such as ‘requires fur- 
ther investigation’.” 

Mr POD and Ms Scott spent three 

months in temporary accommod- 
ation while their house was being 
repaired. Were they tempted to sue? 

‘There was probably nothing we 
could have done, considering the 
number of caveats in the report, and 
after the trauma the last thing we 
wanted was a legal battle ” 

Would they have a survey next 
time round? 

“rd trust my own judgement, 
rather than rely on a so-called 
expert," says Mr Poll. 

A surveyor who wishes to remain 
nameless insists that he and his col- 
leagues are put in an impossible 
position. “Vendors jump up and 
Jtavn if we tiy to have a good look, 
and buyers leap on us because 
ihev haven’t understood the more 
significant aspects. Fear oflitigabon 
makesus sock in caveats left, nghi 
and centre, and reports become 


veyor, believes that trivia does 
creep into reports, and that much 
hinges on the definition of “signif- 
icant”: “For one punier a leaky lap 
staining the bath is significant: to 
another it’s irrelevant." 

But he believes that talking to 
clients can lead to misunderstand- 
ings. and is unnecessary if the sur- 
veyor has written a good report: 
“What 1 think I've said is not what 
you think I've said." He advises 
buyers to read reports while walk- 
ing around the property, rather than 
rely on a telephone conversation 
with their surveyor. 

Thalia Thomas, principal re- 
searcher at Which? magazine, be- 
lieves buyers can minimise the 
problems bv choosing ibe right 
survey for their property, and by 
making sure they find a good sur- 
veyor: “Speak to a few, and find one 
you feel comfortable with. A good 
surveyor should go through the 
report with you word for word.” 

Ms Thomas is also concerned 
about jargon: “Language should be 
dear and easy to understand," she 
insists. 

Terence Denman, consultant to 
the Plain English Campaign, uses 
surveyors' reports as examples of 
how not to write: “They’re ab- 
solutely addicted to writing in a dull, 
tedious way. Perhaps they think 
people are impressed by long 
reports, but they're soporific, and 
you switch off." 

What are your legal rights, if it 
can be proved that ihe surveyor 
made a serious mistake when as- 
sessing your property? Well, the 
cards are stacked against home- 
buyers. Even if you are able to prove 
in court that the surveyor missed 
major faults that later prove ex- 
pensive to rectify, you will Mill 
have to show that the properly 



Karl Poll and 
Caroline 
Scott: Aspite 
a favourable 
survey, their 
three-storey 
house turned 
out to be 
riddled with 
dry rot from 
basement to 
rafters; it 
cost £13,000 
to put right 
Photograph: 
Kaipesh 
Lathigra 


would have been worth a minimum 
of 1U per cent less than other, com- 
parable homes In the area, if you 
are to win compensation. 

In some cases this 111 per cent 
limit may in fact be higher, if the 
h<»usc is of unusual design or there 
are few comparable properties in 
the neighbourhood. 

Harriet Johns is o rare case of 
.someone who won such a legal 
battle, albeit out of court. One of 
the -0 per cent who had a survey 
di ine. she didn’t “switch oft™. A sur- 
vey ot her Victorian property had 
shown no major problems. AH was 
well until cracks appeared: "They 


were everywhere, and went all the 
way through the walls." 

An independent engineer found 
no subsidence, as Ms Johns had 
feared, but the roof had been re- 
placed and not adequately strength- 
ened. Ms Johns started a legal 
battle for compensation: "It was 
lengthy and stressful, and by the end 
I dreaded opening letters.” Ms 
Johns found the costs enormous 
both financially and emotionally. 
Three years- later the surveyor 
.settled out of court and paid her 
£8.(HRJ 1 1 wards the cost of repairs 
and legal bills. 

For those unable to face a legal 


battle there’s always arbitration, a 
process which, until last week, 
could safety be described as farci- 
cal. Surveyors had to agree to at- 
tend and, unsurprisingly, only 68 
cases were heard in 10 years. 

But the Royal Institute of 
Chartered Surveyors voted, at iheir 
extraordinary general meeting on 
Thursday, to make arbitration com- 
pulsory from next year. This move 
gives the chance of redress to 
buyers who are dissatisfied with a 
survey if they feci they have been 
misadvised. 

Perhaps the 20 per cent are right 
to be smug, after all. 


• Valuation report, around £170, 
is for the building society’s security. 
Jt is not a survey. 

• Home buyers’ survey and valu- 
ation, around £330, not for older or 
unusual properties. 

• Building survey, around £450- 
A detailed but not exhaustive re- 
port. Make sure you understand the 
more significant findings, and be 
prepared to pay for specialist in- 
vestigation for problem areas. 

• Any problems? Arbitration is 
compulsory from nest year, and will 
cost £200. A quick, inexpensive way 
to get an independent decision on 
your case- without going to court. 
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Burnt fingers 
for hot car 


speculators 




GAVIN GREEN 


H 



Any car you 
like, as long 


If thertfs a bubble, it has to 
burst. Those who bought the 
Mercedes SLK at an inflated 
prices in the hope of selling 
on at a profit will have had 
their fingers burnt. The 
Jaguar XJ220 was another 
dud for speculators. But, 
James Ruppert discovers, there 
are always opportunities. 


You only get wbat you pay for and 
when it comes to cars sometimes the 
list price just is not enough to buy 
the mode] of your dreams. If there 
is a queue for the car you want, in- 
stead of waiting years for delivery, 
then pay a little premium and get it 
parked on your drive tomorrow. 
That is exactly what happened ear- 
lier this year with the brilliantly 
marketed Mercedes SLK. 

A sexy supercharged little road- 
ster which at the push of a button be- 
came a proper metal-topped coupd 
and it was priced at only £29,500. 
That is cheap for a Mercedes, so the 
SLK was never going to be short of 
customers. So unless you were a 
Spice girl, or Tim Henman, the 
chances were you could not have one. 
However, if you paid anything up to 
£10,000 over the list price an SLK 
could have been yours. But that sort 
of premium is no longer required. 

A casual flick through the more 
prestigious motoring classified ads 
in one newspaper turned up almost 
30 SLKs. According to one Mercedes 


dealer, “The problem is that every- 
one ordered them in silver, a tradi- 
tional Mercedes colour, mostly with 
a red interior. They are now every- 
where. and anyone who thought 
that they could make killing may well 
get their fingers burnt. There is now 
no reason to pay anything more than 
list price for this car.” Even so, deal- 
ers are still quoting 18 months’ de- 
livery, but those who needed to be 
seen in an SLK before the Joneses 
have either paid a premium or can 
now take their leisurely pick. As sup- 
ply meets demand and the models 
become a more familiar sight on the 
roads, then the market inevitably 
calms down. 

Other models whose premium 
price bubbles have burst include the 
BMW Z3, Porsche Bossier and Lo- 
tus Elise. Like the SLK they were re- 
putedly commanding prices 
significantly above their retail value. 
The BMW has probably hit the 
ground hardest, because underneath 
that James Bond-starring retro road- 
ster styling is a bumble 3-series 
Compact as many owners have dis- 
covered. The latest six-cylinder 2.8 
version now makes the original 1.9 
seem ordinary and there are dozens 
on sale. Another distorting factor is 
the increasing numbers of left-hand- 
drive ZSs, SLKs and Boasters arriv- 
ing from the Continent. The strong 
pound has inevitably helped and eas- 
ily undercut the British retail price 
by up to £10,000 in some cases. That 
is not good news to the private 
Porsche Boxster owner who was of- 
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it’s green 




Going, going, down: the Lotus Elise, left, the BMW Z3 and Porsche Boxter 


fering his 3,000-mile car aL just £500 
over list price at £41,800. He was find- 
ing that only car dealers were ring- 
ing him up, and offering £5,000 less 
than he originally paid. 

You cannot talk premium cars 
without talking to one man in par- 
ticular. Tom Hartley. Never backward 
in p ushin g his premium car business 
forward, the ever quotable Mr “I may 
not manufacture cars, but I do man- 
ufacture their prices” Hartley is 
keen to reveal how good the the SLK 
has been to him this year. 

“We had around 30 per cent of 
the supply, which means we sold over 
130. I'd say it is one of the strongest 
premium models I have know in my 
career." 

But its premium life is over and 
Mr Hartley has moved on to anoth- 
er Mercedes, the CLK 320, which 
now commands up to £10,000 over 


the list price, and the latest Porsche 
996. “I have sold seven of those so 
far and some Porsche dealers haven’t 
even had delivery of their demon- 
strator models yet." 

Proof positive that some areas of 
the premium price market-place is 
as dead as a dodo, is the dodo-like 
Jaguar XJ 220. Back in the late 
Eighties Ferraris F40and Porsche’s 
959 supercars became £500,000 
must-have toys and other manufac- 
turers though they could join in. 

So did the premium-priced spec- 
ulators. hence the tragically mistimed 
Jaguar XJ220. An impressive car. but 
in the harsh economic reality that was 
1992 £415,554 plus VAT looked a lit- 
tle steep. 

The lawyers got involved once the 
speculators could smell their burnt 
fingers and finally were relieved to 
walk awav and leave behind a 


£50,000 deposit. Now, the Jaguar 
dealer Grange has the last remain- 
ing. R-regisiered, left-hand-drive 
XJ220& on sale, for £127,550. Plus 
VAT of course. 

Although the Hartleys of this 
world see them at closer to £100,000 
these days. 

And are there any tips for the fu- 
ture? Mr Hartley does not hesitate 
in naming the forthcoming M Class 
Mercedes, an American-built Range 
Rover rival. 

"Already sellers are asking me 
how much it is worth and buyers want 
to know how much it will cost for im- 
mediate delivery. Like the SLKft will 
be very good for my business and it 
will definitely fetch a £5,000-phis pre- 
mium. As I’ve always said, there is 
no car I can’t supply, at a price.” 
Tom Hanley 01283 762762; Grange 
Jaguar 01277 216161. 


Daewoo’s time machine: it has nearly caught up with 1997 


As posturing politicians and 
embattled environmentalists 
meet in Kyoto to help save 
the planet, it's a good time to 
look at bow we humble dri- 
vers can contribute to a 
greener, more cheerful, . 
world. 

Let’s get straight to the 
point what's the greenest car 
on sale in Britain? The most 
fuel-efficient car, according 
to EU fuel economy figures, 
is the Seat Ibiza 1.9 TDi, at 
58.9 mpg. 

But isn’t that a diesel, and 
aren't diesels dirtier than 
petrol cars? They use less 
fuel, so create less carbon 
dioxide, the primary issue dis- 
cussed in Kyoto. But tbey 
pump out more gases linked 
to respiratory Alnesses. Mind 
you, modem car diesels are 
miles better than buses and 
taxis. Nowadays, they’re pret- . 
ty clean. ' * : 

Fine, but I need some- 
thing bigger than an Ibiza. 
And I don’t want a car 
named after a chair. What's 
the most fuel-efficient car I 
can buy that can comfortably 
seat four people and cany 
some luggage? A Volkswagen 
Passat TDi (53.2 mpg). The 
turbodiesel Passat is not just 
the most fuel-frugal big fam- 
ily car, it’s also one of the 
best. Nowadays, you don’t 
lose any style or driving plea- 
sure by buying economical 
cars. 

Tm still not sure about a 


Once more, without 
feeling, new Daewoos 
have arrived. This one Is 
an odd size and seems 
to have little character. 
But John Simister sees 
signs of hope ... 


You’ll have beard of Daewoo, 
the Korean conglomerate that 
sells its cars direct to the pub- 
lic and promises a whole new 
world of consumer-friendly car- 
buying. Its original range of two 
models was as crude and geri- 
atric as the sales pitch was 
slick, but now these automotive 
white goods come in three new 
shapes and sizes. The one you 
see here is the middle-sized one, 
called Nubira. 

Nubira. A nubile-sounding 
car, you might think. Or per- 
haps, if you heard the name out 
of context, you might think it 
was a new brand of mobile tele- 
phone, or possibly, give or take 
a vowel or two, a new ballpoint 
pen. But no, it’s a car. The com- 
pany’s engineers refer to it as 
the J1Q0, which sounds much 
more high-tech. A pity the mar- 
keting men didn't stick with it. 

Daewoos are already seen as 
smart buys by those who know 
a good car when they see one, 
and who find that a Daewoo 
does all they want from a car (go 
from A to B, start first time, and 
so on). The mainstream motor 



Daewoo Nubira 2.0 CDX 

£12,995. Engine: l,998cc, four 
cylinders, 16 valves, 132bhp at 
5,400rpm. Five-speed gearbox, 
front-wheel drive. Top speed 
122mph, 0-60 in 8-Ssec 25- 
30mpg 
Rivals: 

Chrysler Neon 2.0 LX: 
£13,795. Like the Daewoo, a lot 
of car for the money but little so- 
phistication. Neat looks. 

Fiat Marea 2.0 ELX: £14,647. 
More power, more flair than Nu- 


bira. 'SVfeU made, fun to drive. Rel- 
ative of Bravo/Brava. 

Hyundai Lantra 1 .8 Si: £12,899. 
Less pace and perceived solidity 
than the Nubira. but steers more 
sweetly. 

Proton Persona 1 .8 SEi: 

£13365. Malaysian-built, Mit- 
subishi-based, feels cheap, much 
better to drive than you'd expect. 
Subaru Impreza 2.0 GL: 
£13,610. Basks in glory reflected 
from rally-winning Turbo version. 
Four-wheel drive, fine value. 


trade will not touch them as 
trade-ins, true, but that is be- 
cause it has dosed ranks against 
the maverick newcomer. Ei- 
ther that, or the cars are un- 
saleable second-hand, perish 
the thought Tb be fair, Daewoo 
bas seen this coming, which is 
why the new cars are proper 
modem machines instead of 
General Motors cast-offs. Look 
at a new Nubira, and you see 
something which might even 
stand up on its own merits. 

This car is a slightly odd size, 
bigger than an Escort but small- 
er than a Mondeo and not as 
yet available as a hatchback. 
The four-door saloon (there is 
also an estate) costs £11,995 as 
a 1.6-litre SE, or £12,995 as a 
2.0-litre CDX which is the ver- 
sion 1 drove. You certainly get 
plenty of kit including anti-lock 
brakes, air conditioning, four 
electric windows and two 


airbags, plus a stereo which is 
made not by Daewoo's electri- 
cal division but by Sony. It 
comes complete with a mobile 
phone, too. It's a Panasonic, as 
it happens. 

Korean it may be, but the 
Nubira is also cosmopolitan. 
The body was styled by IDEA 
of Thrin, the engine comes 
from HokJen (Australia’s equiv- 
alent of Vauxhall, so the GM 
connection is not yet dead ). and 
the whole project came to- 
gether at Daewoo's technical 
centre in "Worthing. A three-part 
front grille (Daewoo’s heritage 
starting point) and enormous 
rear lights give some visual in- 
terest, as does the line which ex- 
tends from the top of the front 
wheel arch to the car’s rear. But 
I approached the Nubira with 
some trepidation, for this is a car 
which appears to have no per- 
ceptible personality. Would I re- 


member wbat it was like the 
next day? 

Worried that I would not, I 
took more copious notes than 
usual. And trying to relive the 
experience now, Tm having dif- 
ficulty. So, let’s see sane of what 
I wrote. 

Big boot. Cup-holders in fa- 
cia. No centre console - storage 
tray extends under dashboard. So 
far, so informative . Proud Dae- 
woo crests on yellow under-bon- 
net filler caps. Roomy in back, tea 
cabin narrow. Driver's seat loo 
high despite tilt adjustment, gra- 
dations of steering wheel's height 
and backrest rake too coarse. Ir- 
ritating chime if key left hi igni- 
tion. 

Yes, it's coming back now. So 
what about when it’s actually 
moving, rather than sitting in a 
showroom? Floppy, gritty 
gearc fiange, steering woolly, rub- 
bery and anaesthetised around the 


straight-ahead, car does not feel 
naturally stable at speed on the 
straight. But holds the road well 
and handles bends much more 
precisely than you would expect 
from the steering. Comfortable 
ride. Engine quiet, punchy too (so 


it should be with 132bhp), but 
accelerator snatchy. 

There’s some honing to do, 
then, before the Nubira nudges 
the best Western or Japanese 
standards, but it is, fundamen- 
tally, a proper if unremarkable 
late-1990s car and it does feel 
more solid and better-buQt than 
a Hyundai Lantra (its main 
Korean rival ). Easy to be cyni- 
cal but open your mind. There, 
the notes even contain a trace 
of self-admonishment. 

1 wouldn't want a Nubira but 
given the warranty and free ser- 
vicing package (three years for 
both), 1 would entirely under- 
stand if you did. Who knows, 
one day Daewoo might even 
have a history if the far East's 
economic collapse doesn’t 
prove terminal. 


diesel though. The stuff is so 
smelly, and the only time I 
filled up a diesel car it stained 
my loafers. Then you're af- 
ter petrol power. If you want 
to average over 40 mpg, 
there’s a big list of good, 
small, petrol cars. You could 
try the Fiat Cinquecento 
Sporting (453 mpg) - which 
is a real hoot to drive. The 
Ford Ka (47.9 mpg) is also 
fun to drive and to look at, 
although the back seat is for 
kids only. And the Fiesta 1 25 
(42.2 mpg) is a brilliant lit- 
tle machine, although it has 
a face that looks more like a 
carp than a car. If you need 
more room, the Fiat Punto 
60 seats four easily and av- 
erages 41.5 mpg. 

I’ve already told you: I 
need more space. Then buy 
one of the new Mitsubishi 


Carisroa GDI models (45.6 
mpg), which uses a newfan- 
gled direct-injection petal? 
engine, one of the new “Big 
Ideas” which should -se£ 
petrol power soldier oh' for 
another couple of decade$Jji 
combines diesel economy, 
and petrol performance .-Tri 
a few years, most car makers 
will offer direct-injection 
petrol engines. It’s the future^ 
short- to medium-term. 

And long-term? After alfcf- 

surely petrol cars will always" 
be dirty? Not necessarily; 
You’d be ainazed how dean 
a modern car’s exhaust is — . 
although it still pumps cWf 
carbon dioxide, the green-, 
house gas. But in terms of ex- 
haust toxins, a modem car. 
with catalytic convertersxnra - 
electronic engine manageJ 
ment is about 20 times ies^ 
polluting than' a car from die ' 
late Seventies. Long ten»I 
petrol power will disappear" 
though. Some electric ./hyj; 
brid” cars which use boffr 
petrol and electric 
are about to go on saleHrf^ 
Japan, one from Tbyota ajadj| 
one from Honda. They’ftp 
greener than conventions^ 
petrol cars, although thdjPle t 
pricier. . . 

Longer term, well almost i 
certainly see hydrogen ftfgf| 
cells. Most car makers agriSe ^ 
it’s the answer. Mercedes-tsyj 
probably at the cutting 
although Bill Clinton re- ., 
centiy hinted that the Yanks"' 


ruing 


are at the forefront, as a way 
of mitigating their appalling 
environmental record- Mer- 
cedes reckons it will have a 
fuel-cell version of the Adass 
on sale in just over a decade. 

In quick succession, oth- 
er car makers will probably 
offer fuel-cell cars too. Po- 
tentially, these cars pump out 
no tailpipe pollution at alL 
The Kyoto delegates would 
love them. 

How much do cars con- 
tribute to global wazmmg, 
anyway? About 10 per fceht.' 
of total carbon dioxide out-: 
put according to the OECDj ; 
But cars are the fasting grow4. 
ing source, owing to their ex- 
plosion in the Third World: 
Buses and trains may. be ., 
greener. But, as in the West; 
people would much rathe& 
use cars. 
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MY WORST CAR/ GLEN BAXTER'S PEUGEOT 405 GTX ESTATE 
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I had a fire extinguisher 
with me. A pity, really 


My worst car is parked outside 
my front door. It's a Peugeot 405 
GTX estate which is now worth 
about 50p and I’ve resolved to 
drive it into the ground, which 
is the very least I can do after 
all the trouble it has given me. 

1 knew that something was 
wrong almost as soon as I col- 
lected it fresh from the show- 
room seven years ago. I made 
the mistake of opening the sun- 
roof and switching on the indi- 
cators. which blew a whole load 
of fuses. I ended up without any 
indicators. People must have 
been wondering why this ec- 
centric in a brand new car was 
using hand signals. I tried to get 
home to Camberwell by only 
turning left, which meant driving 
via Norwich. 

Just as the Peugeot was out 
of warranty a cydist stopped me 
and said that there was a lot of 


smoke coming out of the ex- 
haust According to the garage, 
it needed a rebore. After just 

32.000 miles 1 had to pay out 
£2,000. At the time I’d booked 
a holiday in France and could 
not caned. so I ended up smok- 
ing through France and cursing 
every Peugeot sign 1 saw. 

Of course Peugeot them- 
selves weren't that interested 
and all I got was a snotty letter 
from their called customer, 
couldn’t care less department 
I got the same response when 
the car needed a new engine at 

62.000 miles, which cost me 
£3,000. 

By this time I'd had enough 
and wrote to the Peugeot in 
France enclosing examples of 
my work in the Liberation news- 
paper and hinting that I could 
get some anti-Peugeot propa- 
ganda into their media. They 
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Introducing The Independent Voice Personals®- an exciting new 
telephone dating service for our readers, designed to make your 
search for someone special easier and more successful than everl 


weren't impressed and just sent 
back a snotty letter with a 
French accent. 

Me and the Peugeot reached 
the low point in our relationship 
last year when the electrics 
caught fire. 1 opened the bon- 
net and inside was Dante's In- 
ferno, Unluckily as it turned out 
Td bought a fire extinguisher 
and managed to put it out. I lost 
my no-claims bonus and the car 
was just a few pounds away from 
being written off. So I'm still 
stuck with it. 


Fundamentally it isn't a bad 
car. The bodywork is still m 
good condition, it's roomy, 
comfortable and has nice up- 
holstery. Bui when it comes to 
minor details like the engine 
and electrics, the car is rubbish. 
Thai is why I will never, ever buy 
another Peugeot. 
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Citroen 


Glenn Baxter's ‘Gourmet Guide’ 
is published by Bloomsbury at 
£12,99 A selection of Glen Bax- 
ter tableware is mailable from 
Poole Pottery. 


To advertise in this section please call the Motorine 
Team on 0171 293 2742. 
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